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The  history  of  Rensselaer  county  properly 
begins  with  the  first  purpose  of  the  Dutch  to 
colonize  the  attractive  and  fertile  country  which 
bordered  the  river  explored  by  Henry  Hudson, 
the  English  navigator,  in  1609.  The  project,  if 
we  except  a  possible  fear  of  the  Indians  inhab- 
iting this  inviting  region,  was  one  that  would 
readily  captivate  the  attention  of  speculators, 
especially  those  living  in  a  land  where  the  labors 
of  agriculturists  were  of  an  extremely  arduous 
character.  A  people  whose  vigilance  and 
work  preserved  their  fields  and  homes  from  the 
constant  danger  of  inundation  from  the  high 
tides  of  a  troublesome  ocean,  we  may  suppose, 
would  look  with  favoring  interest  upon  a 
scheme  of  emigration  that  would  release  them 
from  such  continuous  cares  and  give  them 
larger  and  more  satisfying  rewards  for  their  in- 
dustry and  thrift. 

PATROON  PRIVILEGES. 

In  Holland  there  was  in  1629  a  guild  of 
wealthy  merchants  known  as  the  West  India 
company.  Conscious  that  by  right  of  discovery 
the  country  adjacent  to  the  river  explored  by 
Hudson  20  years  previously  was  a  possession 
of  Holland,  the  association  petitioned  the  legis- 
lative bodies  of  the  United  Provinces  to  grant 
it  the  exclusive  privilege  for  24  years  of  taking 
charge  of  this  territory  and  of  developing  by 
means  of  emigrants  its  agricultural  and  mineral 
products.  This  petition  was  granted,  and  by 
the  powers  conferred  by  it  the  West  India  com- 


pany issued  its  charter  of  liberties  and  exemp- 
tions under  which  the  colonization  of  the  pos- 
sessions of  the  Dutch  in  North  America  began. 

Inquiring  persons  will  find  in  this  charter  of 
the  West  India  company  valuable  information 
regarding  the  inducements  offered  to  emigrants 
and  what  gave  the  patroons  the  proprietary 
right  to  such  extensive  tracts  of  land,  as  that 
of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwick,  from  which 
Rensselaer  county  was  erected.  This  important 
instrument  provided  that  any  person  who 
wished  to  become  a  patroori  would  be  obliged 
to  give  notice  of  his  intention  to  the  company, 
and  that  he  would  not  be  entitled  to  the  abso- 
lute property  right  of  such  lands  on  which  he 
intended  to  settle  colonists,  if,  during  the  four 
years  following  the  giving  of  this  notice,  50 
souls,  upwards  of  15  years  of  age,  vrere  not 
living  thereon  ;  one-fourth  of  the  above  number 
during  the  first  year  and  the  remainder  the  suc- 
ceeding three  years.  The  patroons  were  allowed 
for  these  colonies  a  tract  of  land  on 
one  side  of  a  navigable  river,  four  Dutch  or 
twelve  English  miles  in  extent,  or  two  Dutch  or 
six  English  miles  on  each  side  of  a  river,  and 
which  tracts  were  to  extend  so  far  into  the 
country  as  the  situation  of  tlie  occupiers  per- 
mitted. The  West  India  company  also  agreed 
to  transport  emigrants  and  their  effects  from 
Holland  at  a  stipulated  price  ;  and  the  animals 
and  instruments  necessary  for  farming,  free  of 
freight. 
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The  company  also  granted  to  all  patroons  who 
should  desire  the  same  the  right  to  hold  the 
tracts  of  lands  settled  by  them  as  an  eternal 
heritage,  which  they  could  transmit  to  their 
heirs  by  testament,  T^e  charter  further  pro- 
vided that  the  patroons  and  colonists  should  in 
particular  and  in  the  speediest  manner  endeavor 
to  find  out  ways  and  means  whereby  they  might 
support  a  minister  and  schoolmaster,  that  the 
service  of  God  and  zeal  for  religion  might  not 
grow  cold  and  be  neglected  among  them. 

All  the  colonies  were  required,  at  least  once 
in  every  12  months,  to  make  an  exact  report  of 
their  condition  to  the  West  India  company. 

The  company  also  stipulated,  on  certain  con- 
ditions, that  it  would  use  its  best  efforts  to 
supply  the  colonists  with  as  many  blacks  as  it 
conveniently  could  after  the  land  had  been  oc- 
cupied by  a  colony. 

As  a  means  to  protect  the  manufacturers  of 
Holland,  the  colonists  were  not  permitted  to 
make  any  woolen,  linen  or  cotton  cloth,  nor 
weave  any  other  stuffs,  on  pain  of  banishment. 

THE  MANOR  OF  RENSSELAERWYCK. 

It  was  under  the  liberal  provisions  of  this 
charter  that  Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer,  a  dealer 
in  pearls  and  diamonds  in  Amsterdam,  and  one 
of  the  wealthy  directors  of  the  Dutch  West 
India  company,  became  a  patroon  and  acquired 
by  right  of  settlement  a  property  right  to  the 
,  extensive  territory  known  as  the  manor  of 
Rensselaerwyck,  lying  on  the  east  and  west 
banks  of  the  upper  Hudson. 

The  charter  of  liberties  also  provided  that  any 
one  who  should  settle  any  colony  out  of  the 
limits  of  Manhattan  island  would  be  obliged  to 
satisfy  the  Indians  for  the  land  upon  which  he 
should  place  colonists,  and  that  a  patroon 
might  extend  or  enlarge  the  limits  of  his  colo- 
nies if  he  settled  a  ^  proportionate  number  of 
persons  thereon. 

Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer,  in  order  to  perfect  a 
claim  to  a  large  extent  of  land  in  New  Nether- 
land,  made  purchases  of  the  Indians  of  several 
tracts  of  land,  which  in  time  embraced  a  terri- 
tory 24  miles  long  and  48  broad,  containing  as 
estimated  more  than  700,000  acres  of  land,  over 
which  the  present  coiinties  of  Albany,  Rensse- 
laer and  a  portion  of  Columbia  now  extend. 
The  persons  who  acted  as  agents  of  Kiliaen  Van 
Rensselaer  were  Sebastian  Jansen  Krol,  who 
made  the  first  purchase,  April  8,  1030 ;  Gillis 
Hassett,  the  second,  July  27,  1030,  and  Brandt 
van  Slechtenhorst,  the  third,  March  13,  1652. 

The  English  confirmation  of  a  patent  to  Kili- 
aen Van  Rensselaer  given  by  Gov.  Thomas 
Dongan,  dated  November  4,  10^5,  describes 
the  boundaries  of  the  several  purchases  made 
by  the  agents  of  Van  Rensselaer  as  follows  : 


/ 

OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY.  / 

Bocrinninfr  at  the  south  end  of  or  part  of  Berr  / 
island  on  Hudson's  river  and  extending  northw  / 
UD  along  both  sides  of  the  said  Hudson's  river  / 
a  nlace  lieretofore  called  the  Kahoos.  or  tlie  j 
falls  of  the  said  river  and  extending  itsel  / 
and  west    from    each  side  of   the  sai('  / 
backwards  into  the  woods  24   English  / 
as    also    a    certain    tract    of    land  sitiuuc 
lying  and  being  on    the   east    side    of  Hud- 
son's river,  beginning  at  the  creek  by  Major  Abra- 
ham Staet's  and  so  along  tlie  said  river  southward 
to  the  south  side  of  Vaxtrix  island  by  a  creek 
called  Waghaukasigh,  stretching  from  thence  with 
an  easterly  line  into  tlie  woods  2i  English  miles  to 
a  place  called  WawanaquiasicK,  and  from  thence 
northward  to  the  head  of  said  creek  by  Major 
Abraham  Staet's  as  aforesaid. 

This  patent  excepted  Fort  Albany  and  the 
town  of  Albany,  from  the  southernmost  end  of 
the  pasture  lying  over  against  the  north  end  of 
Martin  Garrittson's  island  to  the  post  on  tlie 
north  side  of  the  said  town,  where  it  was 
formerly  marked  by  Gov.  Stuyvesant,  and  so 
backward  into  the  woods  northwest  10  English 
miles. 

THE  CONDITION  OF  THE  PROVINCE  IN  ir)78. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  the  English  dis- 
possessed the  Dutch,  in  1W>4,  of  New  Nether- 
land,  as  their  possessions  in  America  were 
called.  However,  the  Dutch,  in  turn,  \vrested 
the  province  from  the  English  in  1072,  but  who, 
by  the  treaty  of  Westminster,  restored  it  again 
to  the  English  in  1674. 

Major  Edmund  Andi'os,  having  received  the 
appointment  of  governor  of  the  province,  he, 
in  1678,  made  a  report  respecting  the  condition 
and  growth  of  the  province  of  New  York, 
which,  although  it  shows  that  little  attention 
was  paid  to  orthography  and  punctuation,  is  so 
full  of  important  information  as  makes  it  quite 
interesting.    The  governor  says  : 

Albany  is  a  smale  long  stockadoed  forte  with 
foure  bastions  in  it,  12  gunns,  sufficient  agt  In- 
dians. 

The  Militia  is  about  2,000,  of  well  about  140 
horse  in  three  troopes  the  foote  formed  into  com- 
panyes,  most  under  KX)  men  each  all  indifferently 
armed  with  fire-armes  of  all  sizes. 

Our  princii)al  places  of  Trade  are  New  Yorke  and 
South'ton  except  Albany  for  the  Indyans,  our 
buildings  most  wood,  some  lately  stone  &  brick, 
good  country  houses  &  strong  of  their  severall 
kindes. 

Wee  have  about  24  townes,  villiages  or  parishes  . 
in  Six  Precincts,  Divisions,  Rydeings,  or  Courts  of 
Sessions.  j 

Our  Merch'ts  are  not  many  but  with  inhabitants  i 
&  planters  about  2,000,  able  to  beare  aimes,  old 
inhabitants  of  the  place  or  of  England,  Except  in 
&  neere  New  Yorke   of  Dutch   Extraction   &  : 
some  few  of  all  nations,  but  few  serv'ts,  much 
wanted  &  but  very  few  slaves.  I 
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Ministers  have  been  soe  scarce  and  Relicions 
many  that  noe  acct  cann  be  given  of  Children's 
I  births  or  christenings. 

j  \  Scarcity  of  Ministers  and  Law  admitting  mar- 
,  riages  by  Justices,  noe  acct  can  be  given  of  the 
^number  marryed. 
Noe  acct  can  be  given  of  burialls,  formes  of  burialls 

|not  being  generally  observed  &  few  ministers 

till  very  lately. 
A  mercht  worth  1,000  lb.  or  500  lb.  is  accompted  a 

good  substantial!  merchant  and  a  planter  worthe 
1  halfe  that  in  moveables  accompted  with  all  tlie 
i  Estates  may  be  valued  att  about  £1.50,000. 
}  There  <nay  lately  have  traded  to  ye  Collony  in  a 
,  yeare  from  tenn  to  fifteen  shipps  or  vessells  of  about 
j  together  100  tunns  each,  English  new  England  and 
I  our  owne  built  of  wch  5  small  shipps  and  a  Ketch 
,  now  belonging  to  New  Yorke  foure  of  them  built 

there. 

'  There  are  Religions  of  all  sorts,  one  Church  of 
England,  Several  Presbiterians  and  Independents, 
Quakers  &  Anabaptists  of  Several  sects,  some 
Jews  but  presbiterians  &  Independts  most  nu- 
merous &  Substantial!. 

The  Duke  -maintaines  a  chapline  wch  is  all  the 
certaine  allow^ance  or  Church  of  England,  but  peo- 
ples free  gifts  to  ye  Ministry,  and  all  places  ob- 
lidged  to  build  Churches  &  provide  for  a  minis- 
ter, in  wch  most  very  wanting,  but  presbiterians 
&  Independts  desierous  to  have  and  maintaine 
them  if  to  be  had.  There  are  abt  20  Churches  or 
Meeting  places  of  wch  above  halfe  vacant  their  al- 
lowance like  to  be  from  401b  to  701b  a  yeare  and  a 
house  and  garden.  Noe  Beggars  but  all  poore 
cared  ffor.  If  good  Ministers  could  be  had  to  go 
theither  might  doe  well  &  gaine  much  upon 
those  people. 

It  has  been  estimated  that  in  proportion  to 
the  number  of  militia  that  the  population  of 
the  province  in  1678  must  have  been  about 
22,000.  A  few  years  afterward  the  shipping 
numbered  10  three-masted  vessels,  20  sloops, 
and  several  ketches. 

THE    PROVINCE    OF   NEW    YORK   DIVIDED  INTO 
COUNTIES. 

The  first  assembly  convened  in  the  province 
of  New  York,  then  a  dependency  of  Charles 
II.  of  England,  lield  its  first  session  at  Ilamp- 
stead  on  the  17th  of  October,  1(583. 

"The  act  to  divide  this  province  and  de- 
pendencies into  shires  and  countyes"  was 
passed  by  this  assembly.  The  preamble  to  the 
bill  reads : 

Having  taken  into  consideracon  the  necessity  of 
dividing  the  province  into  respective  countys  for 
the  better  governing  and  settling  courts  in  the 
j  same : 

I  Bee  it  enacted  by  the  Govemour,  Councell,  and 
'   Representatives,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same, 

Thatt  the  said  province  be  divided  into  twelve 

countys,  as  followeth : 
The  counties  as  mentioned  in  the  act  were  :  "  The 

cltty  and  county  of  New  Yorke "  the  county  of 


Westchester;"  "the  county  of  Ulster;"  "the 
county  of  Albany;"  "the  Dutchesses  county;" 
"the  county  of  Orange;"  "the  county  of  Rich- 
mond;" "King's  county;"  "Queen's  county;" 
"the  county  of  Suffolk  ;"  "  Duke's  county  ;"  and 
"the  county  of  Cornwall." 

The  county  of  Albany,  erected  l)y  thi.s  act, 
embraced  the  following  portion  of  the  territory 
of  the  province  : 

The  county  of  Albany  to  conteyne  the  towne  of 
Albany,  the  colony  of  Rensselaerwyck,  Schonecte- 
da,  and  all  the  villages,  neighbourhoods  and  Chri«- 
tian  plantacons,  on  the  east  side  ol  Hud.son's 
river,  from  Roelef  Jansen's  Creeke,  [six  miles  be- 
low Hudson  city]  and  on  the  west  side  from  Saw- 
yer's Creeke  to  the  Saraaghtoga,  [Saratoga.] 

THE  FREEHOLDERS  OF  RENSSELAERWYCK. 

As  the  county  of  Rensselaer  is  part  of  the 
territory  embraced  in  the  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck, it  is  interesting  to  know  what  methods 
were  first  adopted  to  give  the  manor  a  repre- 
sentation in  the  genera!  assem!)ly,  and  to  pro- 
vide for  its  inhabitants  the  necessary  oflScers 
for  the  management  of  its  local  affairs.  "An 
act  for  defraying  the  common  and  necessary 
charge,  in  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  in 
the  county  of  Albany,  passed  August  4,  1705, 
permitted  the  freeholders  of  the  manor  to  elect 
and  choose  yearly,  and  every  year,  one  super- 
visor, one  treasurer,  one  assessor  and  one  col- 
lector for  the  said  manor." 

The  second  section  of  the  sajne  !)ill  recites 
"  that  the  wages  and  charge  of  their  representa- 
tive, or  deputy  in  general  assembly,"  should  be 
"ten  shillings  per  diem,"  and  that  the  inhabit- 
ants should  "be  liable  to  defray  the  wages  and- 
charge  of  their  own  representative  or  deputy. " 

In  1714  there  were  in  the  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck 427  white  persons  and  ISl  slaves  ;  making 
a  population  of  CtOS  persons. 

In  a  return  made  on  the  11th  of  June,  1720, 
by  Gerrit  Van  Schaick,  sheriff  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany,  is  preserved  the  names  of  all 
the  freeholders  in  the  colony  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck. As  many  of  the  present  residents  of 
Rensselaer  county  are  descendants  of  the  per- 
sons named  in  this  early  census  report,  it  may 
be  well  to  mention  them  in  this  connection: 
Andries  Huyck, 
Maes  Van  Huren, 


Wouter  Barheyt, 
Johannis  Valkenburgh, 
Jno.  Barheyt. 
Isaac  Van  Alstine, 
Jacob  Schermcriiom, 
Jacob  SLhennerhorn,  jr. 
Johns  Ouderkirk. 
Claes  CJardineer, 
Andries  (Jardinier, 
Heiul.  Valkenburgh. 
Jacob  Valkenburgli, 
'J'ho.  Witbeek. 
Luykas  Witbeek, 
Solomon  Van  Vechten, 
Cap.  Hendrick  Van  Ken- 

selaer, 
Philip  Foreest, 


Corn'lis  Van  Vechten. 
Jonat.  Witbeek. 
Martin  Vanburen. 
Barent  Ceritse, 
Jan  Witbeek, 
Jonas  Dow. 
Folcort  Dow, 
Jn(j.  Van  Vechten, 
C;errit  I.ansen, 
Volcort  Van  Vechten, 
Melgert  Vandeuse, 
Rut  V.nndeuse, 
Dauicll  Winne. 
Clerrit  Van  Wie, 
Jan  Van  Wie, 
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Martin  Van  Alstine, 
Albert  Roolif  s«, 
Marte  Van  Alstine,  .junr., 
Jno.  Funda, 
Derrick  Vandcrhyden, 
GeiTit  Vandenbergh, 
Albert  Brat, 
Cpmelis  Van  Alstine, 
Johns.  Wendell, 
Jan  Van  Alstyne, 
Adrian  Oothout, 
Peter  Coyeman, 
Barent  Staats. 
Andries  Coyeman, 
Samuell  Coyeman, 
Jno.  Witbeelc, 
Coonrod  Hooghteeling, 
Storm  Backer, 
Jno.  Backer, 
Hendrick  Van  Wyen, 
Wm.  Van  Alen, 
Jaac.  Falkenburgh, 
PhiUip  WendeU, 

Claes. 


Gerrit  Vandenbergh, 
Hendr.  Dow. 
Albert  Slingerlant, 
Evert  Banker, 
Wouter  Vanderse, 
KiUian  Vanderse, 
Johannis  Appel, 
Peter  Husyele, 
Derrick  Hagodom, 
Andries  Brat, 
Storm  Brat, 
Ome.  Legrange, 
Johns.  Legrange, 
Johannis  Simouse, 
Nicos.  Grewsbeek, 
Jno.  Oothout, 
Mindert  Marselis, 
Jacob  Lansen. 
Abram  Ouderkirk, 
Peter  Schuyler.  Esqr. 
Abram  Wendell, 
William  Ketlyue, 
Francs  Pryn, 
Bovie. 


SLAVES  AND  SLAVE  LAWS. 

Slaves  were  first  brought  into  the  New  Neth- 
erland  by  the  Dutch,  under  the  granting  power 
of  the  charter  of  liberties  of  1629.  When  the 
English  became  possessed  of  the  territory,  they, 
by  importations  from  Africa,  further  perpetu- 
ated slavery  and  protected  it  by  different  laws. 
"Forasmuch,"  reads  an  act  passed  by  the  gen- 
eral assembly,  October  29,  1730,  "  as  the  num- 
ber of  slaves  in  the  cities  of  New  York  and 
Albany,  as  also  within  the  several  counties, 
towns  and  manors  within  this  colony  doth  daily 
increase,  and  that  they  have  oftentime  been 
guilty  of  confederating  together  in  running 
away,  and  of  other  ill  and  dangerous  practices," 
it  is  unlawful  ''for  above  three  slaves  to 
meet  together  at  any  time,"  or  "at  any  other 
place  than  when  it  shall  happen  they  meet  in 
some  servile  employment  for  their  masters'  or 
mistresses'  profit,  and  by  their  masters'  or  mis- 
tresses' consent,  upon  penalty  of  being  whipt 
upon  the  naked  back,  at  the  discretion  of  any 
one  justice  of  the  peace,  not  exceeding  forty 
lashes." 

The  act  further  provided  that  each  town  and 
manor  might  appoint  a  common  whipper  for 
their  slaves,  who  was  to  be  paid  a  sum  of  money 
* '  not  to  exceed  three  shillings  per  head. "  Five 
pounds  was  the  penalty  for  harboring  a  slave 
for  every  24  houi-s.  Free  negroes  for  entertain- 
ing slaves  had  to  pay  a  penalty  of  £10.  This 
was  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  George 
III. 

In  the  act  for  granting  to  his  majesty  the 
several  duties  and  importations  on  goods,  wares 
and  merchandises  imported  into  the  colony, 
passed  December  12.  1753,  it  was  provided  there 
should  be  paid  "for  every  negro,  mulatto  or 
other  slave,  of  four  years  old  and  upwards,  im- 
ported directly  from  Africa,  five  ounces  of 
Sevil,  Pillar  or  Mexico  plate,  or  forty  shillings 
in  bills  of  credit  made  current  in  this  colony." 


To  avoid  and  clear  up  disputes  that  might 
happen  concerning  this  duty  on  slaves,  it  wa 
further  provided  "  that  all  slaves  imported  fror 
Africa,  in  the  same  vessel  which  took  them  ( 
board  on  any  part  of  that  coast,"  should  p 
no  duty  greater  than  40  shillings,  "  tho'  such  v 
sel  had  stopp'd  at,  or  entered  in  any  other 
or  ports,  before  her  arrival  at  New  York,"  pro- 
vided the  master  or  mate,  and  some  otlier  offi- 
cer which  came  in  such  vessel  from  Africa, 
"  made  oath  before  the  treasurer  of  the  colony 
that  the  slave  or  slaves  so  imported  had  been 
actually  taken  on  board,  of  that  vessel  on  the 
coast  of  Africa." 

FAIRS  AND  COURTS  OF  PYPOWDER. 

The  holding  of  fairs  and  markets  in  each 
city  and  county  throughout  the  province  of 
New  York  was  as  early  as  the  year  1092,  com- 
manded by  law.  An  act  passed  by  the  general 
assembly  March  8,  1773,  directed  that  there 
should  be  held  in  the  city  and  county  of  Albany, 
two  fairs  yearly  ;  the  first  fair  to  be  kept  at 
Albany,  commencing  on  the  third  Tuesday  of 
July  and  ending  on  the  Friday  following  ;  the 
second  to  be  held  at  Crawlier  in  Rensselaer- 
wyck,  commencing  on  the  third  Tuesday  in 
October  and  ending  on  the  Friday  following. 
These  fairs  or  public  markets  brought  together 
the  country  people,  and  were  made  not  only 
occasions  of  pleasurable  reiinions  and  of  re- 
laxation from  toil,  but  also  opportunities  for 
the  sale  of  produce,  cattle,  clothing  and  other 
articles.  The  fair  was  kept  open  from  10  o'clock 
in  the  morning  until  sunset. 

The  governor  of  the  province  issued  a  com- 
mission to  a  proper  person  who  acted  as  ruler 
of  the  fair  and  who  was  also  delegated  to  hold 
courts  of  pypowder,  as  was  the  custom  at  fairs 
in  England. 

As  explained  by  Blackstonc  the  lowest  and  at 
the  same  time  the  most  expeditious  court  of 
justice  known  to  the  law  of  England  was  "  the 
court  of  piepoudre,  curia  /jfrfw  pulverizati ;  so 
called  from  the  dusty  feet  of  the  suitors  ;  or  ac- 
cording to  Sir  Edward  Coke,  because  justice  is 
there  done  as  speedily  as  dust  can  fall  from  tho 
foot;  upon  the  same  principle  that  justice 
among  the  Jews  was  administered  in  the  gate 
of  the  city,  that  the  proceedings  might 
be  more  speedy  as  well  as  public.  But 
the  etymology  given  us  by  a  learned  mod- 
ern writer  is  much  more  ingenious  and  satisfac- 
tory ;  it  being  derived,  according  to  him,  from 
pied puUreaux  (a  peddler,  in  old  French),  and 
therefore  signifying  the  court  of  such  petty 
chapmen  as  resort  to  fairs  or  markets.  It  is  a 
court  of  record,  incident  to  every  fair  and  mar- 
ket ;  of  which  the  steward  of  him  who  owns  or 
has  the  toll  of  the  market  is  the  judge,  and  its 
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urisdiction  extends  to  administer  justice  for  all 
^  ommercial  injuries  done  in  that  very  fair  or 
I  jiiarkct,  and  not  in  any  preceding  one, 

THE  DIVISION  OF  ALBANY  COUNTY. 

y  When  the  province  of  New  York  in  1683  was 
divided  into  counties,  Albany  county  embraced 
]more  territory  than  all  the  remaining  portion  of 
j  the  province.   By  an  act  of  general  assembly, 
!  passed  March  12,  1772,  Albany  county  was 
j  di^aded  into  three  counties  :  Albany,  Tryon  and 
j  Charlotte.    On  the  24th  of  the  same  month  it 
j  was  divided  into  districts,  among  which  were 
the  district  of  Renssclacrwyck,  Schactekoke  dis- 
trict and  the  Hoosic  district. 

By  an  act,  dated  March  7,  1788,  entitled  "  An 
act  for  dividing  the  state  into  counties,"  16 
counties  were  included  within  the  boundaries 
of  New  York,  namely :  New  York,  Albany, 
Suffolk,  Queens,  Kings,  Richmond,  Westches- 
ter, Orange,  Ulster,  Dutchess,  Columbia,  Wash- 
ington, Clinton,  Montgomery,  Cumberland  and 
Gloucester. 

The  state  convention  v/hich  assembled  at 
Poughkeepsie  on  the  17th  of  June,  1788,  took 
into  consideration  the  ratification  of  the  pres- 
ent constitution  of  the  United  States.  On  the 
26th  of  July  the  question  was  voted  upon  and 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  three.  The  poli- 
tics of  this  body  of  delegates  was  distinguished 
by  certain  principles  known  as  federal  and  anti- 
federal. 

THE  ERECTION  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 

Rensselaer  county  was  erected  under  "An 
act  for  apportioning  the  representation  in  the 
legislature  according  to  the  rules  prescribed  by 
the  constitution,  and  for  dividing  the  county  of 
Albany,"  passed  February  7,  1791. 

The  act  provides  "  that  the  to^vns  of  Cam- 
bridge and  Easton,  in  the  county  of  Albany, 
shall  be  and  hereby  arc  annexed  to  and  shall 
hereafter  be  considered  as  part  of  the  county  of 
Washington,  and  that  all  that  part  of  the 
residue  of  the  said  county  of  Albany  which  is 
on  the  east  side  of  a  line  drawn  through  the 
middle  of  the  main  stream  of  Hudson's  river, 
with  such  variations  as  to  include  the  islands 
lying  nearest  to  the  cast  bank  thereof,  shall  be 
one  separate  and  distinct  county,  and  be  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  Rensselaer." 

A  court  of  common  pleas  and  a  court  of  gen- 
eral sessions  of  the  peace  were  to  be  held  at 
such  places  as  should  be  designated  by  the 
judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas 
;ind  such  justices  of  the  peace  as  should 
36  appointed.  The  first  term  of  the 
jourts  of  common  pleas  and  general  ses- 
sions of  the  peace  were  to  begin  on  the  first 
Tuesday  in  May  and  might  "continue  to  be 


held  until  the  Saturday  following  inclusive," 
and  the  second  term,  on  the  second  l\iesday  of 
November  and  "  might  continue  to  the  follow- 
ing Saturday  inclusive." 

The  act  also  made  it  lawful  for  all  courts  and 
officers  in  the  said  counties,  in  all  cases,  civil 
and  criminal,  to  confine  their  prisoners  in  the 
gaol  of  the  county  of  Albany  until  gaols  should 
be  provided  in  the  said  counties. 

The  act  divided  the  state  into  four  great  dis- 
tricts, namely,  southern,  middle,  western  and 
eastern  districts.  The  eastern  district  compre- 
hended the  counties  of  Columbia,  Rensselaer, 
Washington  and  Clinton. 

The  senatorial  representation  of  the  districts 
was  southern  8,  middle  6,  western  5  and  east- 
ern 5. 

The  number  of  members  of  assembly  to  be 
elected  in  each  county  was  :  The  city  and  coun- 
ty of  New  York  7,  Suffolk  4,  Queens  3,  Kings  1, 
Richmond  1,  Westchester  5,  Dutchess  7, 
Ulster  5,  Orange  3,  Columbia  6,  Rensselaer  5, 
Washington  4,  city  and  county  of  Albany  7, 
Saratoga  4,  Montgomery  7  and  Ontario  1. 

THE  FIRST  COUNTY  OFFICERS. 

The  first  officers  of  Rensselaer  county  as- 
sembled at  Lansingburgh,  at  the  inn  of  Ana- 
nias Piatt,  on  Tuesday,  April  15,  171)1,  and 
there  took  the  necessary  oaths  of  office,  and  ap- 
pointed Tuesday,  the  third  day  of  May,  for  the 
sitting  of  the  first  court. 

The  following  persons  were  the  first  county 
officers  in  1791 : 

First  Judge— Anthony  Ten  Eyck. 

Judges— John  Van  Keusselacr,  Israel  Thompson, 
Robert  Woodworth  and  Jonatliau  Brown. 

Assistant  Justices— John  Knickerbacker,  jr.,  John 
W.  Schermcrhom,  Jonathan  Niles,  Benjamin 
Hicks,  Nicholas  Staats,  Robert  Montgomery,  Moss 
Kent  and  John  E.  Van  Alen. 

Justices  of  the  Peace— Anthony  Ten  Eyck,  John 
Van  Rensselaer,  Israel  Thompson,  Robert  Wood- 
worth,  Jonathan  Brown,  John  Knickerbacker,  jr., 
John  W.  Schermerhorn,  Jonathan  Niles,  lienjaniin 
Hicks,  Nicholas  Staats,  Robert  Montporaerj',  Moss 
Kent,  John  E.  Van  Alen,  Levinus  Lansinj?,  Jonah 
Martin,  Hosea  Moffit,  Daniel  B.  Bradt,  Joeoph 
Spencer,  David  Brown,  Moses  Vail,  James  Mc- 
Kown,  Abner  Newton,  Stephen  Gorham,  Jacob 
Van  Alstj-ne,  Ephraim  Mor^ran.  Josiah  Masters, 
Gerritt  Winne,  Jacob  A.  Lansing,  RowJand  Hall, 
Hezekiah  Hull,  William  Douirlas,  Daniel  Gray, 
Jonas  Odell,  Benjamin  Randall,  Benjamin  Hanks, 
Harman  Van  Vecliten,  Benjamin  Milks,  Ebcnczer 
Darlini,',  Jacob  Van  der  Hcyden,  jr.,  John  C.  Scher- 
merhorn and  Nathaniel  Jacobs. 

Surrogate— Uoss  Kent. 

SheiW-Alhcvt  Pawlinp. 

Treasurer— Aa.ron  Lane. 

County  c/e/-A— Nicholas  Schuyler. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWNS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 


Coroners-SiUs  Weeks,  Abraham  Ten  Eyck, 
John  De  Wandelaer,  James  Smith  aud  Aaron 
Ostrander. 

THE  SITTING  OF  THE  FIEST  COUUT. 

There  being  no  county  buildings  and  no  par- 
ticular site  determined  upon  for  their  erection, 
the  county  clerk's  office  was  first  located  in 
Lansingburgh  in  a  house  previously  occupied 
by  N.  Jacobs,  near  that  of  Col.  John  Van  Rens- 
selaer. 

The  brief  record  of  the  minutes  of  the  first 
session  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  is  the  fol- 
lowing : 

Mat  Term,  1791.— At  a  court  of  common  pleas 
held  for  the  county  of  Rensselaer  at  Lansingburgh, 
on  the  first  Tuesday  in  May,  1791,  at  the  house  of 
Ananias  Piatt.  Present :  Honorable  Anthony  Ten 
Eyck,  Esq.,  first  judge;  John  Van  Kensselaer, 
Israel  Thompson,  Robert  Woodworth,  Jon'n 
Brown,  Esq'rs.,  judges;  Benjamin  Hicks,  Rob't 
Montgomery,  Moss  Kent,  Esq'rs.,  assistant  jus- 
tices. 

On  an  application  of  Mr.  John  Woodworth  to  be 
examined  as  to  his  learning  and  ability  to  practice 
as  an  attorney  and  counselor  of  this  court— 

Ordered,  That  the  said  John  Woodworth  be  ex- 
amined accordingly  by  Guert  Van  Schoonhoven, 
John  D.  Dickinson  and  Corn's  Van  Derbergh  in  the 
presence  of  the  judges  of  this  court. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ten  Brook  and  others  for 
leave  to  be  admitted  to  practice  as  a  counsellor 
and  attorney  in  this  court  on  producing  their  com- 
missions from  the  supreme  court,  which  commis- 
sions being  produced,  ordered  that  the  following 
persons  be  admitted  and  they  were  sworn  ac- 
cordingly :  Dirck  Ten  Brook,  Moss  Kent,  John  V. 
Henry,  Peter  D.  V'n  Dyck,  Ab'm  Hun,  John  Waters 
Yates,  Nich's  Funda,  Guert  Wendall,  John  D.  Dick- 
inson, Guert  V'n  Schoonhoven,  Corn's  V'n  Der- 
bergh, John  Lovett.  Peter  E.  Elmendorf. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  in  favor  of  John 
Woodworth  that  this  court  approve  his  examina- 
tion and  he  be  admitted  to  practice  as  a  counsellor 
and  attorney  therein.  Ordered  that  he  be  ad- 
mitted and  sworn. 

William  Fenshaw  vs.  Joseph  Kline  :  A  plaint  to 
the  sheriff  in  this  cause  with  a  return  of  replevin 
was  made  and  filed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  attorney  for  plain- 
tiff ordered  that  this  cause  be  entered  and  the  de- 
fendant appear  and  answer,  etc.,  or  that  an  at- 
tachment issue  against  him.  Defendant  appeared 
by  Moss  Kent,  his  attorney. 

Thirty-three  rules  and  orders,  at  this  point, 
were  adopted  by  the  court,  to  be  "observed  by 
all  the  officers  thereof."  The  second  cause  be- 
fore the  court  was  that  of 

Nathaniel  Mann  vs.  Aaron  B.  Hinman  and  Livi 
nus  Lansing,  administrators  of  Gideon  Hinman 
Mr.  Woodworth,  attorney  for  the  plaintiff.  The 
defendants  appeared  by  John  D.  Dickinson,  tiicir 
attorney. 


The  next  actions  were  : 

John  Harbeck  vs.  William  Moulton.    Moss  Ken 
for  the  plaintiff  and  John  D.  Dickinson  for  the 
fendant. 

Frederick  Butler  vs.  .Jchiel  (;al|)ln.  John  D; 
Dickinson  for  tlie  plJiintifT  and  (inert  Van  Schoon 
hoven  for  the  defendant. 

It  was  directed  by  the  court  "  that  u  seal  be 
made  for  the  county  of  Rensselaer  and  be  af- 
fixed by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to  all  process  and 
records  thereof  to  authenticate  the  .same,  and 
that  the  device  be  a  plough,  with  the  words 
'  Rensselaer  county  seal'  engraved  round  the 
edge  thereof." 

Court  adjourned  till  10  o'clock  to-monow  morn 
ing. 

The  court  the  next  morning,  the  4th  of  May.  met 
according  to  adjournment,  all  the  judges  and  jus- 
tices being  present. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  for  leave  tliat  San- 
ders Lansing  and  Francis  Silvester  be  admitted  to 
practice  as  counsellors  andattonieys  In  this  court, 
on  producing  their  licenses  in  the  supreme  court, 
leave  was  granted  accordingly  and  they  were  ad- 
mitted and  sworn. 

The  court  then  adjourned  till  3  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  The  court  having  assembled  it  ad-' 
journed  till  10  o'clock  in  the  next  morning. 
The  only  business  recorded  on  Friday  was  : 
Ordered,  That  this  court  stands  adjourned  to  the 
second  Tuesday  in  November  next,  then  to  meet 
at  the  house  of  Stephen  Ashley  in  the  town  ot 
Troy. 

THE  FIRST  CENSUSES    OF   RENSSELAEIl  COUNTY. 

On  March  3,  1795,  the  legislature  ordered  a 
census  to  be  taken  of  the  freeholders  in  the 
state  having  property  valued  at  £20  and  up- 
wards, also  of  persons  renting  tenements  at  a 
yearly  rent  of  40  shillings.  The  census  taken 
that  year  under  the  act  was  the  first  enumera- 
tion of  the  i)('ople  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer. 
It  was  as  follows  : 

A  fjencral  acco'int  of  the  number  of  dccfors  in  the 
coiintii  of  h'disseher  iriKide  from' (lie  ret urnK  ddir- 
ered  into  the  sccrtldn/s  offirr  i>f  the  tit nt^  of  Xe'f 
York  pursiKint  to  av  art  erititt<'d  an  art  for  faking  a 
centius  in  t/iis  state,  jni^sfied  the  .id  of  March,  17  9.') : 
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In  1801  a  second  census  was  taken,  which  ex- 
Uibits  the  number  of  freeholders  as  follows  : 

in  (he 

.    -        -  rcd/r/is  (Idir- 
qtfice  of  the  state  of  Xr-w 


The  town  of  Nassau,  formed  Marcli  31,  ISOf), 
was  first  known  by  tlie  nauic  of  Pliilipstown, 
until  April  0,  1808,  when  the  former  name  wa« 
adopted. 
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CHAPTER  II. 
THE   TOWN   OF  TROY. 

The  Great  Meadow  Ground  of  tpie  Indians  — Its  first  Dutch  Set- 
tlers Massacred  — Peter  Van  Woggelum's  Transport  —  Army  of 
the  North  at  Van  Schaick's  Island  — The  Nederduitsch  of  the 
Upper  Hudson  — The  little  Hamlet  of  Ferry  Hook  — Rkmark- 
ABLE  Prophecy  concerning  Troy  —  A  Thousand  Pounds  for  the 
County  Seat  —  The  Erection  of  the  First  Court  House  — A 
Public  Whipping  Post  and  Stocks. 


The  art  of  writing  has  become  a  great  bles- 
sing to  man.  What  innumerable  controversies 
would  arise  to  distui-b  his  peace  and  to  dis- 
possess him  of  his  property  had  he  not  some 
written  instrument  pro%iding  him  with  the 
proper  proof  of  his  ownership  and  giving  him 
the  sole  privilege  of  the  use  of  the  thing  held 
by  him.  He  is  conscious  that  the  details  of  a 
business  transaction  when  written  out  and 
properly  attested  are  of  a  more  satisfying 
character  than  when  they  are  intrusted  to  the 
remembrance  of  witnesses.  It  is  this  pecu- 
liarity of  man  that  has  left  to  our  examina- 
tion in  the  offices  of  county  clerks  and  the  de- 
partments of  state  a  multitude  of  well  pre- 
served papers  relating  to  the  acquirement  and 
the  disposal  of  landed  property  from  a  very 
early  period  of  our  history  to  the  present  time. 
For  our  further  enlightenment  respecting  the 
situation,  limits  and  designations  of  such  estate 
these  valuable  papers  are  frequently  accom- 
panied with  maps,  some  of  which  topographi- 
cally exhibit  the  special  features  of  the  terri- 
tory referred  to. 

PAPRAETS  DAEL. 

Washington  Irving  in  his  humorous  descrip- 
tion of  the  early  settlers  of  New  Netherland 
misleads  his  readers  into  a  belief  that  the  Dutch 
were  a  very  dull  and  ridiculous  class  of  people. 
The  radiant  glory  of  the  grand  achievements  of 
the  Dutch  nation  which  threw  its  effulgence 
over  Europe  in  the  seventeenth  century  is  the 
contradiction  to  any  error  of  opinion  founded 
on  the  burlesque  of  this  highly  honored  Ameri- 
can writer.   The  practical  shrewdness  of  the 


Hollanders  is  most  notable  in  the  enormous 
profits  of  their  great  commercial  companies 
—the  East  India  and  tke  West  India  com- 
panies. 

Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer  and  his  associated 
partners,  Samuel  Goodyn,  Samuel  B-loommaert 
and  John  De  Laet,  the  proprietors  of  the  tcm- 
tory  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  were  :is 
enterprising  in  their  efforts  to  settle  colonists 
in  America  as  any  of  the  men  in  our  day  who 
have  amassed  wealth  by  speculations  in  landed 
property.  And  it  is  quite  interesting  to  know 
how  they  accomplished  their  purpose  and  by 
what  means  they  induced  the  people  of  Holland 
to  emigrate  to  this  newly  discovered  country 
and  begin  the  cultivation  of  the  wild  land  lying 
within  the  limits  of  the  manor,  which  they  named 
Rensselaerwyck.  If  we  study  the  oldest  and 
the  rarest  map  of  this  particular  tract,  or  rather 
tracts  of  land,  made  by  Gillis  Van  Scbendel  in 
1G30,  we  \vill  perceive  that  they  gave  certain 
divisions  of  the  territory  possessed  by  them 
very  flattering  designations,  and  which  no  doubt 
captivated  the  minds  of  those  persons  who 
sailed  from  Holland  to  seek  and  settle  upon  the 
land  whose  fertility  was  so  highly  praised. 

Faj'raets  dad,  the  paradise  of  a  lazy  man,  is 
the  attractive  title  they  bestowed  upon  the  tcr- . 
ritorj'  now  occupied  by  the  city  of  Troy.  The 
land  on  the  v;est  side  of  the  X(ford  rivkr  they 
denonnnated  Wechjs  dad,  a  valley  of  luxuri- 
ance. ^ 

There  was,  however,  more  of  fact  than  of 
fancy  in  these  names.  The  \irgin  boil  was  sur- 
prisingly  fertile,  game  of  all  kinds  abounded  in  ^ 


^  III^jTOliY  OF  THE  TOV\-XS  OF  UKNSSKLAEi:  COFNTV. 


';bc  LTcatest  plenty,  fish  of  Gncst  flavor  wore  to  I 
^  |l:>o  rau!j:htiii  the  streams,  .and  the  woods  Nvere 

'ilark  with  the  tliiclc  f(>liaij;e  of  stately  and  use- 
'  '^ul  ti  ei'S. 

i  On  the  north  side  of  an  unnamed  water  course, 
ythat  no  douVjt  was  intended  to  indieate  the 
creek  whieli  we  now  call  the  Toesten  kill,  is  the 
marked  site  of  an  Indian  stronghold,  designated 
Unu/nats  (Justed,  probably  one  belonufinp;  to  the 
last  of  the  Mohegans,  a  tril)e  of  Indians  once  in- 
habiting the  east  bank  of  the  Hudson  river. 
On  what  appears  to  be  Haver  island,  is  another 
Indian  fortification,  named  Mo-,io,idns  Canted. 
This  stronghold  may  have  been  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Mohawks,  dwelling  along  the  Mo- 
hawk river,  or  rather  the  Maqua.s  river,  as  it 
was  then  called. 

The  three  islands  opposite  the  site  of  the 
Bessemer  steel  works,  are  named  Blocmacrth 
Eylandea,  Bloemaert's  islands.  Where  now  is 
tlie  city  of  Albany,  a  mark  is  given,  which  is 
called  Fort  Ormtrjc.  On  the  opposite  and  west 
side  of  the  river,  the  site  of  Greenbush,  is 
De  iMeVs  Eyland  and  just  below  is  a  stream, 
which  was  De  LaH^s  Mu/Jm  kill  ercde  watervall, 
De  Lact's  mill  creek  and  waterfall. 

The  second  branch  of  the  ^fohawk  river  is 
called  Iiensselacr''s  kill  emk  watcrvaV,  Rensselaer's  | 
creek  and  waterfall.    The  third  and  fourth 
sprouts  of  the  ^Mohawk  are  each  denominated 
water  vail,  waterfall. 

THE    SITE    OF    TliOY    PURCHASED    FROM  THE 
INDIANS. 

The  Indians  who  claimed  the  territory,— the 
site  of  the  city  of  Troy,— by  right  of  posses- 
sion, it  seems,  could  not  resist  the  temptations 
which  the  acquisitive  Hollanders  placed  before  j 
I'ici!!  ii!  ordiT  to  obtain  lUe  property  right  of 
their  land,  which  they  desired  for  a-,'ricultural 
X»arpo,'^os.  In  the  oliiee  of  the  secretary  of  the 
state  is  preserved  the  record  of  the  purchase 
from  the  Indians  of  the  land  now  occupied  by 
the  city  of  Troy,  and  as  it  is  a  very  brief  instru- 
ment, and  has  never  been  published,  as  we  be- 
lieve, it  may  be  a  pleasure  to  the  readers  of  the 
Trt)y  Ikiil'j  Times  to  ptruse  it : 

A  Continnacm  Graunted  ^mto  Siceer  Theunissen  nf 
a  P'ctll  of  Land  lying  neer  Albawj  : 

Richard  NichoUs  Esq  Ac  WlK-rcas  there  is  a  Cor-  I 
tain  P'cell  of  Land  lyiii!,'  neer  Albany  on  the  otlier 
Pirie  of  the  Creek  or  Kill  bef;inninir  from  tlie  Mill 
on  tlio  Creek  and  to  true  on  over  tlie  Sd  (.'rock  unto 
the  tJreat  Meadow  Ground  wheri-ribout  slxty-sij; 
liaci's  the  Tree:^  are  markt  wiiicfi  Sd  P'eell  of  I.aiirl 
was  ill  the  Yeure  If.aa  Pvu-<  ii:i^c<i  of  rli.'  rr-ivaii 
f'r.'prit'trH  by   Jiiii  I?an  ul<t  ii  Wenip  witii  the 
I.t  ;ivo  and  Consent  of- Jaii  Haptist  Van  lionselaer 
'  and  .•\r»  nt  Van  Corlaer  Now  tlie  Title  and  Intor.st 
;  with  Sd  Lund  lu-iiicdoVDlvtMl  upon  Swoor  Tlu'Ui.is- 
1  s«'M  wJio  hatJi  Marri.'d  the  \V;.M..w  an.i  K'.  lict  of 
t 
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I  tlio  forennmod.Ian  Barontsen  WcmpNowforaCoii- 
firmacon  &.Q  The  Patent  is  Dated  the  13th  of  Ai*r 

I  do  hereby  Certify  iho  aforcirointr  to  ho  a  triu- 
Copy  of  the  Original  Record  Compaicd  tticTC- 
with  By  Me  Lewis  A.  Scott,  Secretary. 

Brodhead,  in  his  history  of  the  state  of  New  • 
York,  refe  rring  to  the  last  purehast-  of  land 
made  by  the  agent  of  Kdiaen  Van  K<  nsselacr, 
>rarch  .says : 

lie  [Brandt  Van  Sleelitcnhnrst]  had  lust  pur- 
chased for  his  patron  two  lar!.'0  additional  traetxm 
the  east  side  of  the  river  ;  on^  called  *'  Faa/>/>("irk," 
inclndinj?  the  .«ite  <)f  the  present  eity  of  'I  roy,  awi 
another  further  north,  called  "  PanhoosicJ' 

Comparing  this  statement  with  the  record  in 
the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  it  is  st-en 
that  the  two  contradict  one  another.  The  liriit 
a-sserts  that  Jan  Barentsen  "Wemp  purchased 
the  ground  from  the  Indum  proprietors  with 
the  lease  and  conseiit  of  Jan  Baptist  Van  Rens- 
selaer and  Aretit  Van  Corlaer,  and  that  the  pur- 
chase was  made  in  tlie  year  1G.VJ. 

Several  writers,  upon  what  authority  it  is  not 
known,  have  accepted  the  word  *' /?/t7///v7^/rA  "  as 
being  an  Indian  designation.  Further,  in  using 
it,  they  assert  that  its  meaning  is,  "  the  lield  of 
I  standing  corn."  From  personal  inquii*y,  the 
writer  of  the  present  article,  has  found  the  per- 
sons employing  the  term  unable  to  give  any 
otlier  reference  than  that  which  has  already 
been  carefully  quoted  from  the  history  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  by  Brodtiead.  Thi?<  v.Titer 
makes  no  declaration  that  it  is  an  Indian  term, 
nor  does  he  give  it  any  interpretation. 

Instead  of  being  an  Indian  designation  it  has 
every  evidence  that  it  is  a  Dutch  compound  of 
I  the  two  >vv.>rds  7b^/^  a  f'-rry,  and  i'-rrj !  vr  I'tjt, 
a  farm,  a  ferry-farm.  The  pronunciation  of 
Ria>/i/.itirk  and  of  Ihid-jjaeht  is  phonetically 
similar.  The  fact  that  from  a  very  early  date 
the  farm  of  the  Van  dcr  Heyden  family,  and. 
perhaiis,  when  the  same  was  previously  o\nicd 
by  Peter  Van  AVogirleum.  had  a  feiTy  bclon:ring 
to  it,  secmintrly  corroborates  the  corroetne.~s  of 
a  conclusion  that  the  names  used  by  Brrxlhead 
are  of  Dutch  derivation.  Apparently  in  the 
same  way  the  word  P.m/uMKsir  had  its  derivation  : 
l\jnt,  a  ferry,  and  IFW or  }yi>rs/e/iij,  a  wil- 
j  derness,  a  ferry  in  a  wilderness,  or  where  the 
country  is  uncultivated. 

THE  EARLY  SETTIJMvS  ALONG  THE  I'OrsTEN  KILL. 

In  the  clerk's  office  of  Albany  couiity  are  s.  v.  n 
volumesot  early  records  v.-ritten  in  what  in  c;dl<  d 
"black  Dutch."  Tluse  unique  volumes  e;n- 
brace  in  their  contents  a  variety  of  pajxTs  n-la- 
tiiig  U)  the  tratustcr  of  real  and  personal  ja-op- 
erty,  contracts,  proposals  and  oilier  t.aii'^ac- 
tions  niadi-  by  the  early  inluibitants  of  h!ea\t  r- 
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wyck  and  of  tho  nwnor  of  llensselacrwyck. 
Certain  papers  belonuin-  to  othrr  reeouls  dis- 
dosc  the  manner  in  wliich  (he  land  aequired  by 
Sweer  Theuni?sen  by  niarri-.ure  was  subdi\  ided 
and  sold.  It  appears  that  a  Hollander  named 
Pieter  Adriaens,  either  by  inheritance  or  pnr- 
cliase,  became  owner  of  a  piece' of  ground  in 
Lubbede's  land,  as  the  territory  whereon  Troy 
now  stands  was  called,  which  he  on  the  11th  of 
February,  11X59,  conveyed  to  his  son  Piett;r 
Pieterse.  It  is  designated  as  "a  certain  lot, 
with  a  part  of  a  garden,  and  the  fruit  trees, 
standing  and  15'ing  on  Lubbede's  land  in  the 
colony  of  Rensselaerwvuk,  accordini;  to  the 
proofs  of  his  title  existing,  stretching  alona  and 
adjoining  tlie  lot  of  Barent  Pieterse,  the  same 
in  length  and  breadth,  as  it  lies  in  fence." 

According  to  another  record  "  Swecr  Tlicu- 
nissen,  husbandman,  dwelling  in  the  Colonic 
■  Renssel'aerswyck."  acknowledges  that  he  is 
"indebted  to  Geertruyi:  Barents,  wife  of  Jacob 
Iteven,  in  the  number  of  fourteen  whole  and 
merchantable  ])eavcr  skins,  for  money  disbursed 
and  merchandise  received."  .  For  the  payment 
of  tliis  debt  and  interest  thereon  on  the  27th  of 
May,  1(X)9,  he  pledges  "his  two  lots  l}ing  at 
Lubberde  land,  in  the  occupation  of  Jacob 
Heven." 

Besides  his  former  grant  of  land,  Svveer  Theu- 
nissen,  on  the  13th  of  June,  IGtiO.  received  an- 
other portion  from  Madame  Johanna  P^bbink, 
the  heiress  of  John  De  Laet,  one  of  the  four  co- 
partners of  Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer,  which  land 
is  desiirnated  as  the  grantcr's  certain  lot.  to  the 
west  the  river,  lying  between  Ilendrick  Reurand 
and  said  Sweer  Theunissen  at  Lubbede  land  in 
the  colony  Rensselaerswyck,  according  to  the 
descnption  thereof  made  in  the  contract  with 
1.!-^  )  i!  !.-:l''(.'esso7'  Jan  !'"V;''"/:i  -i'  V\  e/iip,  deceased." 

A  certain  Dirk  TFesselinL;;  makes  an  acknowl- 
edr:in''nt  that  he  has  trans fi-rrcd  to  Jacob  Heven 
"  two  certain  lots  of  land  lying  in  the  colony  of 
Rcnsselaerswyck,  the  one  before  this  belonging 
to  Dirk  Van  Schelluyne.  which  di'volved  upon 
him  by  commission  of  the  honorable  court,  by 
virtue  of  an  execution  of  date  the  17th  of  June, 
1070,  and  the  other  before  this  belongincr  to 
Hendrick  Reur,  deceased,  and  by  the  lati> 
director  Mons.  Jeremias  Yan  Rensselaer,  sold  at 
public  sale,  of  which  the  granter  remained  the 
highest  bidder  and  buyer,  according  to  the 
vendue  book  in  the  custody  of  the  \endue  mas- 
ter, Mons.  Provoost,  oi  date  the  9th  of  July, 
1G70." 

now  Tiin  wynant's  kill  got  it-*  namf:. 
Another  <'onveyanco  sh.ows  that  the  creek 
soulli  of  the  Poesten  kill  received  its  nam.' from 
the  purchaser  of  a  sawmill  erected  on  its  banks. 
This  paper  bearn  date  of  October  IS,  1(171,  and 
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recMft's  that  "(loertruyt  Pieterse,  late  widow  0  , 
Abraham  Pieterse  Vosl)urtrh,  deceased,"  grant?' 
to  "  Wynant  (ierritse  Van  der  Poel,  her  half  o^ 
the  saw  mill,  lying  in  the  colony  Rensslers 
wyck,  on  the  east  l)ank.  opposite  the  bouwen 
of  Mr.  Philip  Schuyh-r,  standing  on  the  kill 
wliieh  lies  on  the  south  side  of  the  bouwcry  of 
Mr.  JeroniinusElbingh,  with  all  the  tools  thereto 
bclon<;!nt;  " 

A  record  of  a  later  date  establishes  the  fad 
that  on  the  Pot^sten  kill.  Swecr  Theunissen  had 
built  a  saw  mill,  which  he  on  the  '2T»th  of  June, 
Ku"),  sells  to  Jan  Cornelisc  Vyselaer.  and  Lucas 
Picter.^e.  In  addition  to  the  ''saw  mill,  to- 
^etlu  r  witli  the  kill  whereon  "  it  stood,  he  fur- 
ther conveys  to  the  same  persons  "  two  mor- 
gefis  of  arable  land  lying  in  the  colony  Rense- 
lacrwyck,  up  the  rivi;r,  on  the  oa.-st  bank  over 
against  Stoney  point  [strcne  hoeck,  now  ttie 
site  of  the  "  Ruck  liousc"  in  West  Troy],  before 
this  called  Poesten  mill,  together  with  free 
egress  and  a  road  along  the  hill,  by  Pieter  Pie- 
terse Van  Woggclum's,  to  the  shore,  as  has 
been  used  before;  this  ;  which  land  is  a  part  of 
the  patent  irranted  to  him  the  grantor,  by  fiov- 
enor  Richard  Nicols,  of  date  the  Kith  of  April, 
A.  D.,  lGo7." 

On  the  7rh  of  July,  1G7G,  •*  Jeronimus  Ebbink, 
husband  and  guardian  of  Madam  Johanna  de 
Laet,"  conveys  to  Jurian  Tetmisso  Tappen  *'a 
certain  bonwery,  lying  in  the  colony  Rensseluc  rs- 
wyck,  where  Jurian  aforesaid  at  present  dv.<  lis. 
with  dwcllincr  house,  barn  and  two  ricks,"'  * 
"  moreover  all  the  lau'l.  as  well  arable  as  pa^i- 
ture  land,  as  the  same  lies  in  fence  between  two 
kills,  all  by  virtue  of  tlic  contract  and  convi-y- 
ance  thereof,  passed  between  Mr.  Jeremias  \'an 
R-'-rsclacr,  dr,-( n.iixl.  kite  di:'.'ct'!r  of  rii'-  eo)-,i;y 
before  named,  and  Madam  Johanna  DcLae^  for 
her  tenth  part,  beincr  the  ju«;t  (t  ntli  part  of  the 
colony,  the  .«ame  being  of  date  of  the  21st  of 
June.  1('»74."  Tlie  aforesaid  bowery,  "together 
with  hor.-es,  cattle,  hou'^e  and  bam.  grain 
sowed,  atid  all  that  is  thereon  fast  by  earth  and 
nailed"  Capt.  Philip  Pieterse  Schuyler  pur- 
chased of  Jurian  Teutiisse  Tai)pen  on  the  (Uh  of 
November.  1(;77,  for  "six  hundred  nierchantat)le 
beaver  skins." 

A  piece  of  woodland,  called  Pacgquassiok, 
which  lay  south  of  the  Piscawcn  kill,  Peter  Van 
Wo2:irelum,  on  the  19th  of  September,  1(>"^1,  pur- 
chased of  Robert  Saunders,  who  h.-ld  the  patent 
of  Stone  Arabia,  the  site  of  Lansintrburgh.  Pre- 
vious to  this  last  acquisition  of  land  Peter  Van 
Wou'i-'eluni.  on  the»'.th  of  May,  lti79.  liad  be«  om»; 
the  sole  owner  of  all  the  oriLrinal  Wemp  property. 
It  nuty  be  here  remarked  tliat  Sweer  Theiinis-.-n 
is  fre(iueiitly  called  Sweer  Theunissen  Van  \'el- 
sen  in  some  of  the  old  document.s. 
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J,.]  When  Sicur  Le  Mo}Tie  de  Sainte  Ili-lene  with 
|T':iii.v  of  Kivnch  and  Indians  surprised  the  ht- 

[  fy  MTiiiuiinity  of  r^chcnt cTady  in  Ko]>mary.  VW. 

f  r.isl  massacred  the  inhabitants,  Sweer  Tliou- 
•Si>v  n,  who  had  removed  thither  about  the  yi  ar 
'A)'.),  was  shot  and  burnt,  as  also  was  his  wife. 
Among  the  names  of  those  killed  is  that  of 
.M>mdert  Wemp,  and  of  those  taken  prisoners. 

jthat  of  John  Wemp,  children  likely  of  Jan  Bar- 
entsen  "VVcmp.  This  barbarous  and  unexpected 
attack  upon  a  village  so  distant  from  Canada, 
in  midwinter,  created  the  greatest  consterna- 
tion among  the  settlers  living  along  the  upper 
Hudson. 

THE  VAN  DEU  ITEYDEN  PURCHASE. 

By  virtue  of  a  transport  from  Peter  Van  Wog- 
gelum  bearing  date  the  2d  day  of  June,  1707, 
which  was  confirmed  by  a  release  of  Madam 
Maria  Van  Rensselaer  and  Hendrick  Van  Rens- 
selaer, two  of  the  executors  of  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer,  lord  oi 
the  manor  of  Rensselaer^Tck,  bearirk'  date  of 
the  15th  of  December,  1720,  Dirck  Van  der 
Heyden  became  possessed  of  "all  that  certain 
tract  of  land"  *  *  *  "  in  the  county  of  Al- 
bany on  the  east  side  of  Hudson's  river,  about 
five  miles  above  the  city  of  xUbany,  beginning 
on  the  north  side  of  a  certain  creek  called 
Poesten  creek,  where  there  formerly  wae  a  saw- 
mill (which  said  mill  stood  on  a  straight  line  5S 
chains  from  the  said  river)"  thence  along  the 
creek  to  the  river,  thence  along  the  river  *'  to  a 
small  creek  called  the  Meadow  creek,"  thence 
eastwardly  into  the  woods,  thence  southwartlly 
"  along  the  west  side  of  the  land  of  Albert 
Bratt  to  the  place  of  beginning,  "  containing  497 
acres  and  one  rood."  Dirck  Van  der  Heyden 
at  the  same  time  also  purchased  of  Perer  Van 
Woggelum  *'  another  parcel  of  land  and  meadow 
thereunto  adjoining,  bounded  on  the  north  side 
by  a  certain  kill  or  creek  known  and  called  by 
the  name  of  Piskawen  kill,  and  on  the  north  by 
the  aforesaid  parcel  of  land,  on  the  west  the 
river  and  on  the  east  the  hill. 

The  lease  from  Maria  Van  Rensselaer  and 
Hendrick  Van  Rensselaer  was  subject  to  an  an- 
nual ground  rent,  in  lieu  of  all  other  dues,  of 
three  and  three-fourth  bushels  of  wheat,  and 
two  fat  hens  or  capons. 

In  November,  1731,  Dirck  Van  der  Heyden 
conveyed  the  above  land  to  his  three  sons, 
•facob,  Da\id  and  Mattys. 

THE  INVASION  OF  niRGOYNE. 

In  the  month  of  AuLjust,  1777.  the  people  of 
fh.  liKinor  of  Henssrlacrwyck  became  greatly 
•  \' it.  d  in  cons.  (jUriir.' of  thiMicws  that  (icn. 
■i  itiii  HuriToyne  was  rapi'lly  advaiicinir  by  tlir 
^\:iy  of  Fort  Kdward  witlialartrebody  of  British 


soldiery,  Hessian  mercenaries  and  a  force  of 
ho.<tile  IntUans.  It  was  Buri:oyne'sint(  ution  to 
form  a  junction  with  that  part  oi  tlu-  lii  it- 
ish  army  conunan<led  by  Sir  William  Howe, 
who  was  to  ascend  the  Hudson  and  meet  him  at 
Albany.  Seemingly  assured  of  accomplishinu' 
this  purpose,  he  wrote  to  Gen.  Howe  that  ii<' 
was  likely  to  be  in  possession  of  Albany  betort* 
the  22d  or  2:id  of  the  month.  Not  bavin-,'  a 
sufficient  force  to  withstand  the  advance  of  th.- 
British  invader,  Cien.  Philip  Schuyler,  in  coid- 
mand  of  the  northern  department  of 
American  army,  retreated  down  the  river 
road,  and  on  the  Hth  day  of  the  month 
encamped  his  small  body  of  continental 
troops  upon  Haver  and  Van  Schaick  islands. 

The  apparent  inability  of  the  American  troops 
to  cope  w  ith  the  British  force  of  Burgoyne  spread 
a  great  alarm  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
frontier  towiis  and  among  the  farmers  residing 
along  the  line  of  Burgoyne's  march.  The  ftrry 
of  the  Van  der  Heyden  family  became  the  con- 
verging point  of  the  frightened  peoph;,  w  ho  with 
their  familieti  and  flocks  were  hastening  south- 
ward to  escape  massacre  and  the  pillage  of  their 
movable  property.  The  entire  country  in  and 
around  the  confluence  of  the  Mohawk  and  Hud- 
son rivers  was  filled  with  stones  of  burned 
homes,  of  desolated  and  destroyed  household--^. 
01  inhuman  cruelties,  of  plunder  and  of  brutal 
outrages.  Having  taken  the  old  Van  Schaiek 
household  for  his  headquarters,  GeT-eral 
Schuyler  ordered  the  construction  of  a 
formidable  line  of  earthworks  along  th" 
northeastern  and  northwestern  sides  oi" 
Haver  island,  in  order  to  defend  th- 
approaches  to  the  fords  at  Half  Moon 
ri>int,  as  the  site  of  "VVaterford  was  then  called. 
The  chief  engineer  of  the  army  of  the  north  was 
the  brave  Pole,  Thaddeus  Kosciusko,  and  umier 
his  superintendence  and  direction  these  defen- 
sive works  were  constructed.  These  remarkably 
well-preserved  works  attest  to  this  day  the  cure 
and  labor  bestowed  upon  them  by  the  soldiers 
of  General  Schuyler's  little  army. 

GEN.  SCnUYLEU  RELIEVED  BY  GEN".  G.\TE?. 

It  was  at  Van  Schaick's  isUnd  that  General 
Horatio  Gates  ri'lieved  General  Piiilip  Selmyler 
of  the  command  of  the  army  of  the  northern  de- 

I  partmcnt.  The  apparent  want  of  success  oi 
General  Schuyler  induced  Congress  to  nuikc 
this  change.  General  Gates  two  days  after  as- 
suming the  command  of  the  department  v.Tote 
the  follow  im: letter  to  Gent  ral  "\\'as!iin',non,  tJ.eii 

j  with  the  arniv,  in  Bucks  eouniy,  in  iVnn.-ylv.i- 

!  Ida: 

I        ni;ArHit'AI£TERS.   VaN  ScPAICK'-i   I-I-AND.  AllJrU.-f 

22,  i:;?.— sVr;  L'poii  n»y  arrival  in  tiiis  departusi  r.' 
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I  found  the  main  body  of  the  army  encamped  upon 
Van  Sc  haick'.i  island,  wliichismade  by  the  sprouts 
of  the  Mohawk  river  joining:  with  tlie  Hudson 
river,  nine  miU\s  north  of  Albany.  A  brijrade  under 
Gen.  Poor  encamped  at  Loudon's  ferry,  on  the 
south  bank  of  the  Mohawk  river,  five  miles  from 
hence  ;  a  bri-rade  under  Gen.  Lincoln  had  Joined 
Gen.  Stark  at  Bennington,  and  a  brigade  under 
Gen.  Arnold  marched  the  l  ith  inst.  to  join  the  mlU- 
tia  of  TiTon  county,  to  raise  the  siege  of  Fort 
Stamvix.  Upon  leaving  Philadelphia  the  prospect 
this  way  appeared  very  gloomy ;  but  the  severe 
checks  the  enemy  have  met  with  at  Bennington 
and  in  Tryon  county  have  given  a  more  pleasing 
view  to  public  affairs.  Particular  accounts  of  the 
signal  victory  g-ained  by  Gen.  ytark,  and  the  severe 
blow  Gen.  Herkimer  gave  Sir  John  Johnson  and 
the  scalpers  under  his  command,  have  been  trans- 
mitted to  your  excellency  by  Gen.  Schuyler.  I 
anxiously  exi>eet  the  arrival  of  an  express  from 
Gen.  Arnold  with  an  account  of  the  total  defeat  of 
the  enemy  in  that  quarter.  By  my  calculation  he 
reached  Fort  Stanwix  the  day  before  yesterday. 
Cols.  Livingston's  and  Courtland's  regiments  ar- 
rived yesterday  and  immediately  joined  Gen, 
Poor's  division.  I  shaU  also  order  Gen.  Arnold, 
upon  his  return,  to  march  to  that  post.  I  cannot 
sufficiently  thank  your  excellency  for  sending  Col. 
Morgan's  corps  to  this  ai-my.  They  will  be  of  the 
greatest  service  to  it,  for  until  tlie  late  successes 
this  way  I  am  told  the  army  were  quite  panic- 
struck  by  the  Indians  and  their  tory  and  Canadian 
assassins  in  Indian  dresses.  Horrible,  indeed,  have 
been  the  cruelties  they  have  wantonly  committed 
upon  many  of  the  miserable  inhabitants,  insomuch 
that  it  is  not  fair  for  Gen.  Burgo>me,  •  even  if  the 
bloody  hatchet  lie  has  so  barbarously  used  should 
find  its  way  into  his  own  head.  Gov.  Clinton  will 
oe  here  to-day.  Upon  his  arrival  1  shall  consult 
with  him  and  Gen.  Lincoln  upon  the  best  plan  to 
distress,  and  I  hope  finally  defeat  the  enemy.  I 
am  sorry  to  be  necessitated  to  acquaint  your  ex- 
cellency how^  neglectfully  your  orders  have  been 
executed  at  SpringGeld— few  of  the  militia  demand- 
ed are  yet  arrived,  but  I  hear  of  great  numbers 
npon  the  march.  Your  excellency's  advice  in  re- 
g-ard  to  Morgan's  corps,  etc.,  etc.,  sliall  be  careful- 
ly iibserved.  My  scouts  and  spies  inform  me  that 
the  enemy's  headquarters  and  main  body  are  at 
Sanit'fga,  and  that  they  have  lately  been  repairing 
tho  bridges  between  that  place  and  Stillwater.  As 
!^Hm  as  time  and  circumstances  will  admit  I  sluill 
s^^nd  your  excellency  a  general  return  of  this  army. 
I  am,  sir,  your  excellency's  most  obedient  humble 
M-rv;int.  HouATio  Gates. 

Hi-'  Excellency,  Gen.  Washingtos. 

TUE  MEX  OF  BATTXE  OF  1777. 

hi  these  iLxrk  and  perilous  days  the  men  in 
i\'  vil1:igi-s  and  upon  the  farms  along  the  up- 
;  •  -  ■'•  :  t.i,>i<  up  arms  in  dof'-nse  of  tlu-ir 
.  '.'-1  v.Tiv  f.^und  doing  duty  in  the  dilTer- 
v!:t  !.;;!. t!;i  D  ginients  of  the  county.  The  fol- 
h.\Nj!?g  rctnni  of  a  brigade  of  militia  of  the 
luunty  of  Albany,  of  which  Abraham  Ten  liro- 


eck  was  brigadier  general,  dated  Fort  Edwar 
July  18,  1777,  designates  the  different  coii 
manders  and  the  number  of  men  belonging  ;i 
their  regiments,  at  the  time  (fen.  Schuyler  hJ 
command  of  the  department  of  the  north  : 

Rank  andJiU. 

Col.  Jacob  Lanslrnj'H  roqlmont   «v 

Col.  Abnihaiu  Wlrniili.-'.-i  rc^MiiiCUt   1H*;» 

C'ol.  Knuu'l.s  Ntcoil'rf  rr^rliiu  nt   Hv 

Col.  Kllllan  Van  ili  iiisclaerV  ^e^rlIlient   y<J 

Col.  (ii'irif  VftiKi'Miberir's  r»'«lmoiit   4v; 

Col.  Stophi'n  J.  tfrliiivlor'H  r<-Kliiu:nt   151 

(,'ol.  Kobort  Van  lieriss-Macr's  rLKlmcnt   low 

Col.  Abniham  Van  Al^tync's  roKUnenl   I-WJ 

Col.  Pc't(.T  Van  Noh's  rrpiniont  

Col.  Perer  K.  I.lvln^rston'd  rckMim-iit   1<>0 

C<j1.  Anthony  Van  l;or^^l'n'.^  r.vMiiicnt   H*i 

Col.  Jacobus  Van  Sc-hoonhovi'u'8  rcKiment   IIS 

Col.  John  MoCrra's  rck'liu.'nt  

Col.  .lolianncs  KulckiTtiockiT's  nitjlmunt   i*7 

Col.  PctLT  Vrooman's  n'lrinu'nt   .'>7 

Col.  William  B.  Wbltlng'8  regiment   2.07 

Total  1.7a5 

The  Lansingburgh  company,  of  which  Corne- 
lius Noble  was  captain,  belonged  to  Stephen  J. 
Schuyler's  regiment. 

The  army  of  the  North,  commanded  by  Gen. 
Horatio  Gates,  having  secured  the  necessary 
munitions,  broke  camp  on  September  8  and 
marched  toward  Stillwater,  where  it  arrived  the 
next  day.  The  force  under  Gen.  Gates  at  this 
time  numbered  about  0,000  men. 

DUTCH  NAMES. 

The  Dutch  language,  liederdidtsch,  was  at  the 
time  of  the  war  of  the  revolution  the  common 
vernacular  of  the  people  residing  along  the  up- 
per Hudson,  or  the  North  river,  de  Xoord  rii-icr. 
Opposite  Oats  island.  Haver  L'ylant,  was  in  1778 
de  nkuv  Stadt,  the  new  city  of  Lansingburgh. 
which  name  was  used  to  distinguish  it  from  <(- 
(nide  Stadt,  the  old  city  of  Albany,  incorporate d 
in  l6S<o.  Opposite  the  ferry  fann,  ]}0)'f/}iV'fit,  of 
the  Van  der  Heyden  family  was  Stony  Point, 
iSt^^ne  Hocck,  a  conspicuous  ridge  of  shale  rock 
projecting  into  the  river,  where  now  is  the  ter- 
minus of  Buffalo  street,  West  Troy,  a  part  of 
which  forms  the  foundation  of  the  house  stand- 
ing on  the  southeast  corner  of  Buffalo  street 
and  Broadway.  The  Mohawk  river,  dr  Morwac^ 
riiner,  then  emptied  its  water  by  four  branches, 
vicr  ftpruijten,  into  the  Hudson.  On  the  island, 
between  the  first  and  second  .fjmiyten,  was  a 
green  wood  of  pines,  eeu  i/roen  boxch,  from  wiiich 
Green  ishmd  took  its  name.  On  the  site  of  Troy 
were  the  farm  houses,  pafjht-huizat ,  of  Jacob 
Van  der  Heydru,  Dirck  Van  dcr  Heyden,  Mattys 
Van  der  Heyden,  and  below  the  Poesten-kill 
that  of  Jan  Van  Beuren.  Still  southward,  in 
the  river,  were  three  islands,  respectively  called 
Bucker's,  Vlachfc  and  Schuyler's  tijlnnts.  Hero 
and  there  along  the  river,  within  inclosed  spaces 
of  land  of  one  or  two  /tKnyniit  in  extent  (a  jnvr- 
fjni  being  equal  to  two  English  acres;  was  a 
farm  house  built  of  brick,  (/ifMikkm  itn-n,  l.uk.  d 
stone.    From  tlieir  doors,  deunn,  one  could  vie^' 
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tba'.'  arable  laud,  bouio  lavdt,  or  the  pastiuc- 
grt^jurul,  wei-lnncH,  and  the  adjacent  creok,  kill, 
t|l,  it  bijloiigcd  to  these  fanns. 
I ''Alter  the  surrender  of  Burgoync,  a  sense  of 
.f  curity  came  upon  these  scattered  homes.  No 
I  nger  did  the  frightful  deeds  of  Indian  ma^sa- 
I  ic  disturb  their  peace,  nor  a  threatened  deso- 
1  4tlon  add  a  burden  of  fear  to  their  quietude. 
^  ihe  gc'cdtn  inorijen,  or  gocdcn  avoird  or  h<x:  vaart 
'jijf  good  morning,  or  good  cvcninG:,  or  how 
d'  ye  do  ?  of  the  farmers  were  now  more  hearty 
and  cordial.    No  longer  did  tTiey  with  eager 
questioning  ask  each  other,  is  'er  eming  ni^uwa? 
is  there  any  news  ? 

Although  in  their  barns,  sc?tuurm,  there  was 
not  as  much  hay,  hooi,  nor  as  much  wheat, 
tarm,  nor  as  much  barley,  garst,  nor  in  their 
corn-lofts  as  much  corn,  koorn.,  as  had  been  in 
them  in  the  winter  before  the  invasion  of  Bur- 
goyne,  they  were  none  the  less  thankful  that 
there  still  remained  shelter  and  food  sufiBcient 
for  their  horses,  pacrdcn,  and  cattle,  ree,  which 
they  in  the  summer  had  driven  to  hiding  places 
at  the  approach  of  the  English  invader.  Many 
of  these  thrifty  farmers  with  their  sons,  had 
joined  the  army  as  Knjgs-ivlk,  war  people,  or 
militia  men,  and  had  there  ennobled  their  hum- 
ble service  with  such  conspicuous  displays  of 
unconscious  heroism  and  bravery  as  to  call 
forth  the  personal  praise  of  their  commanders 
and  comrades.  Some  less  martial  had  by  sub- 
stitution sent  de  lingers,  the  negroes,  their 
slaaren,  slaves,  who  were  to  be  seen  in  battle 
fighting  as  bravely  as  their  white  companions 
in  arms. 

FERKY  HOOK. 

In  17S6  the  present  site  of  Troy,  known  by 
the  name  of  Ferry  Hook,  was  occupied  by  the 
three  farms  of  Jacob  I.,  Jacob  D.  and  Matthias 
Ver  dcr  lleyden.  The  first  and  eldest,  whose 
farm  extended  from  where  is  now  Grand  Divi- 
sion street  northward  to  the  Piscaweu  kill,  re- 
sided in  a  small,  one-story  brick  dwelling,  a 
short  remove  from  the  junction  of  the  Iloosick 
and  Kiver  roads,  where  now  is  the  building 
known  as  No.  'AS  River  street,  between  Hoosick 
and  Vanderheyden  streets. 

Jacob  D.  Van  der  lleyden,  known  to  the 
early  inhabitants  of  the  villac:e  of  Troy  as  the 
Patroon,-'  lived  in  a  frame  building  on  the 
cast  side  of  the  River  road,  now  the  southeast 
corufT  of  Ferry  and  River  streets. 

Matthias,  the  youngest  of  tlie  three  farmers, 
dwelt  in  the  old  brick  buikUncr  .-till  standina:  on 
the  southca.st  corner  of  Divi-^ion  and  Kiver 
streets,  whoso  farm  extended  southwanl  of  the 
i.     line  of  Division  street  to  the  Puesten  kiil.  At 
is  time  Lansingburgh,  known  as  New  City, 
d  already  grown  into  a  village  of  some  im- 
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I  portance.  The  Van  der  Heydens,  observing  the 
growing  wealth  of  Abraluira  J.  Lansincr,  who 
had  in  Wii  divided  a  part  of  his  farm  into 
building  lots,  streets  and  alleys,  and  had  at- 
tracted thither  a  number  of  New  England  emi- 
grants, at  length  consented  to  part  wit  li  por- 
tions of  their  farms  to  a  few  of  the  more  i»er- 
sistent  and  far-seeing  Rhode  Island  and  Con- 
necticut men  who  persuaded  them  to  lease, 
here  and  there,  along  the  river  bank,  a  lot  suf- 
ficient for  the  erection  and  accommodation  of  a 
dwelling  and  a  store. 

Among  the  first  to  secure  such  a  place  was 
Benjamin  Thurber  from  Providence,  Rhode 
Island.  The  following  advertisement  which 
appeared  in  the  X'jrthcrn  Cmtind  and  Lan^lng- 
hurgh  Advo-tmr,  June  4,  17S7,  manifests  the 
business  which  engaged  his  attention  at  this 
early  period  in  the  history  of  Troy  : 

Benjamin  Tliurber  Hereby  acquaints  the  Public 
that  he  continues  to  soil  his  New  Cash  Store,  at  the 
si^'n  of  the  Bunch  of  Grapes  at  tlie  Fork  of 
Iloosack  Road,  near  Mr.  Jacob  Vaiulerht-ydcn's 
with  East,  West-Indian  and  European  goods  of  all 
kinds.  For  whieh  he  will  receive,  in  lieu  of  Ca.sh, 
black  Salts-,  Shipping  Fur.^.  Wheat,  Corn,  Rye,  But- 
ter, Cheese,  Flax  and  Flax  Seed,  Tallow,  Ho;?s' 
lard,  Gammons,  Pork,  Bees-Wax  and  old  Pewter. 
He  also  continues  to  receive  ashes,  as  usual,  to 
supply  his  new  erected  Pot  and  Pearl  Asn  fuetory. 
and  will  pearl  black  Salts  in  the  best  manner  <>n 
Equitable  Terms ;  and  also  \slll  give  the  highesi 
Price  for  black  salts. 

N.  B.— A  number  of  New  French  Muskets  for 
sale  at  the  above  store. 

Following  him,  came  Benjamin  Co  veil  from 
Prondence  and  secured  a  lot  on  the  we«t  side 
of  River  street,  between  Ferry  and  Division 
streets.  On  his  arrival  he  wrote  as  follows  to 
his  brother  Silas : 

Feury  Hook,  Nov.  16, 1V8G.— I  arrived  here  the  Cd. 
This  country  is  the  best  for  business  I  ever  saw.  I 
will  go  into  my  store  tlie  18th  of  November  ;  hired 
it  for  sir.  months  for  £1-J  lawful  money.  Done  more 
business  in  one  day  than  in  one  week  in  Pro\i- 
deuee.  The  night  of  the  15th,  after  sundown,  to.  >k 
in  twenty  dollars.  Got  my  goods  lirst  from  Al- 
bany, but  in  the  spring  will  go  to  New  York.  1  am 
one  mile  from  Beujamiu  Thurber's  down  the  river. 
They  are  all  well.  I  board  to  Steph.'u  Ashh^y's. 
the  same  man  that  I  hire  of.  He  appears  to  bo  a 
elever  man,  and  keeps  a  large  tavern,  whieh  is  a 
great  advantage  to  nic.  Bexj.  Covetj  . 

Capt.  Stephen  Ashley,  to  whom  Benjamin 
Covell  refers  in  his  letter,  was  keeping  a  taverii 
in  the  old  brick  building  of  Matthias  Van  der 
lleyden,  standing  on  th-;  .southeast  corner  of 
Division  and  ]{iver  stni-  ts,  at  that  time  bein- 
the  east  side  of  the  river  road. 

Dr.  Samuel  Gale  of  Killingworth,  Conn.,  w.\s 
the  next  person  to  come  to  Ferry  Hook,  who 
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bnilt  a  residence  on  the  second  lot  south  of 
the  soullnYest  corner  of  Frrry  and  River  streets. 
These  early  settlors  in  time  attracted  other  New 
Englanders  to  Ferry  Hook,  or  Ashky's  ferry, 
as  it  was  sometimes  called,  in  consequence  of 
Capt.  Stephen  Ashley  havini?  leased  the  ferry 
from  Matthias  Van  der  Ileyden,  and  which  he 
held  until  the  summer  of  1788, 

Elkanah  Watson,  retiu^ning  from  a  journey 
in  the  West  in  the  fall  of  178S,  thus  WTOte  in  his 
journal  concerning  the  little  hamlet : 

From  Schenectady,  I  pa.'ised  the  road  to  Asliley's 
Ferry,  six  miles  above  Albany.  Ou  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  at  this  point,  a  new  town  has  been 
recently  laid  out,  named  Yanderheydeii.  This 
place  is  situated  precisely  at  the  head  of  naviga- 
tion on  the  Hudson.  Several  bold  and  enterpris- 
ing adventurers  have  already  settled  here  ;  a  num- 
ber of  capacious  warehouses  and  several  dwell- 
ings are  already  erected.  It  is  favorably  situated 
in  reference  to  the  important  and  ecrowin^  trade 
of  Vermont  and  :Nrassachusctts  ;  and  I  believe  it 
not  only  bids  fair  to  be  a  serious  thorn  in  the  side 
of  i^ew  City,  but  in  the  issue  a  fatal  rival.  I 
think  Vanderheyden  must,  from  its  more  eligible 
position,  attain  ultimate  ascendancy. 

In  consequence  of  the  unanticipated  rapid 
crrowth  of  the  little  hamlet  which  had  for  sev- 
eral years  been  known  under  different  names, 
the  enterprising  settlers  assembled  together  on 
Monday  evening,  January  5,  1789,  and  resolved 
that  the  place  should  thereafter  be  known  as 
Troy.  They  published  this  notice  in  the  papers 
of  Albany  and  Lansingburgh  : 

7b  the  Public:  This  eveniuf?  tlie  freeiiolders  of  the 
place  lately  known  by  the  name  of  Vanderiieyden's 
or  Ashley's  Ferry,  situated  on  the  east  bank  of  the 
Hudson  river,  about  seven  miles  above  Albany, 
met  for  the  purpose  oi  establishing,'  a  name  for  said 
place,  when  by  a  majority  of  v.)iees  it  was  con- 
firmed that  in  the  future  it  sho\dil  be  known  by  the 
name  of  Troy.  From  its  present  improved  state, 
and  the  yet  more  pleasing  prospect  of  its  popular- 
ity arising  from  the  natural  advantages  in  the  mer- 
cantile line,  it  may  nut  be  too  sanguine  to  expect, 
;it  no  very  distant  period,  to  see  Troy  as  famous 
for  her  trade  and  navigation,  as  many  of  our  fii-st 
towns. 
Trot,  January  5,  17)<9. 

To  this  new  center  of  trade  and  commerce 
the  tide  of  emigration  from  the  older  Atlantic 
coa.st  states  turned,  contributing  men  whose 
active  minds  and  industrious  hands  soon  gave 
to  Troy  a  prestige  for  the  rapid  development  of 
its  advantages  of  situation  at  the  height  of  nav- 
iiralion,  and  for  the  indomitable  zeal  constantly 
manifested  to  enhance  their  interests  among  the 
furir.ers  from  whom  they  obtained  grain  and 
produ.  e  wliieh  formed  the  chief  Staples  of  tratlic. 
In  17SS  Ephraim  Morgan,  Jonathan  Hunt  and 
John  Boardman  were  numbered  among  its  mer- 


chants. In  1789  Ebenczcr  and  Samuel  Willsf  i  »n 
from  Mason,  N.  H.  ;  Mahlon  Taylor,  Al\v.  f 
Pawling,  Abraham  Ten  Eyck,  Richard  (iriun  l- 
Jum.'S  Caldwell,  Jo-^iah  Kellogg,  Israel  Kna.^.  • 
Robert  McClcllan,  Isaac  Rogers  and  Henry  Oi  ^  , 
thout  are  found  among  those  engaged  in  bu. j 
ness  in  the  growing  village.  "  f 

OLD  WAYS  OF  TU.VVELING. 

The  early  merchants  of  Troy  were  not  slow  in 
competing  with  Lansingburgh  and  Albany  for 
the  trade  of  the  suiTOunding  country.  As  soon 
as  the  Dutch  farmer-j  bt  gan  bringing  their 
wheat  and  other  productions  to  Troy,  means 
were  at  once  adopted  to  establish  the  necessary 
transportation  of  them  to  New  York.  This  is 
quite  evident  from  the  following  advertisement 
in  the  Xirrthcm  Centiud: 

The  subscribers  respectfully  inform  the  public 
that  the  schooner  Flora  of  f.O  tons  burthen,  date 
from  New  London)  will  in  future  ply  between  New 
York  and  Mr.  Vanderiieyden's  ferry,  two  miles  be- 
low Lansinirburgli,  from  v,-hich  place  slie  will 
freight  for  >re\v  York,  or  elsewhere,  on  the  .«ame 
terms  they  freight  fn>m  Albaiiy-  The  vessel  lias 
good  accommodations  for  passengers.  Those  ceu- 
tlemen  who  have  any  connnands  must  apply  to 
Abraham  Van  Arnam,  near  Benjamia  Ttmrbcr  s 
store,  who  makes  it  lus  business  to  wait  on  such  as 
may  please  to  favor  him.     Caspek  Frats, 

September  10,  1787.  Yalles  Mandeville. 

Anyone  taking  passaee  in  a  sloop  or  schooner 
sailing  to  New  York,  or  from  that  city  to  Troy, 
at  this  early  day,  generally  expected,  if  the 
^^ind  was  favorable,  to  make  the  voya'.re  in  tw() 
days  at  the  furthest,  but  should  the  wind  be 
variable  and  continue  to  I)low  in  the  opi)nsite 
direction  to  that  in  which  he  was  goin^,  the 
journey  was  often  lengthened  to  several  weeks. 
When  there  was  a  head-wind  and  the  tide 
against  the  vessel,  the  sloop^vould  be  comjHdled 
to  lay  to.  If  there  was  a  period  of  calm  weath- 
er, she  went  with  the  tide  six  hours  and  then 
anchored  six  hours,  Saihng  with  "  a  white-a.-h 
breeze"  was  a  burlesque  phrase  to  express  that 
the  men  enqiloyed  on  the"  vess.d  were  row- 
ing with  long  white-ash  oars,  or  *•  sweeps,"  as 
they  were  called.  These  sweeps  were  about  20 
feet  in  length,  and  when  u.sed  in  connection 
with  the  drift  of  the  tide,  about  14  miles  a  day 
could  be  made  by  a  sloop  in  calm  weather. 
Oftentimes  the  large  anchor  of  the  .sloop  was 
let  go,  and  a  boat  sent  ahead  to  a  bar,  with  a 
line  and  a  small  anchor  called  a  kedge.  The 
kedire  being  dropped  on  the  bar,  the  hirge  an- 
chor was  taken  up  and  <he  sloop  by  jucans  of 
the  line  attached  was  towed  forward.  Tli< 
opt  ration  of  moving  a  vessel  in  this  v.ay  v....' 
called  kcdging.  It  was  a  very  tin-.some  an-^ 
slow  process.  sh>wer,  in  fact,  than  the  nv  x-. 
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!ii|ut  of  a  canal  bout.  A  sloop  gciu  riilly  had 
at^ronitnodations  for  convcyiiii?  from  10  to  15 
^d<-vngvrs,  luiving  en,  high  as  14  or  16  berths  iu 
k  cabin. 

TUE  STAGES  TO  NEW  YORK. 

In  winter  persons  going  to  New  York  either 
went  on  honscbaok  or  took  passage  in  the 
i^tagcs  that  at  this  time  ran  between  Albany 
■  and  New  York  once  a  week.  In  17«9  the  state 
legislature  granted  Ananias  Piatt,  an  innkeeper 
in  Lansingburgh,  a  right  to  run  a  daily  stage 
between  that  place  and  Albany,  which  going 
and  returning  passed  through  Troy,  stopping 
for  five  minutes  at  Capt.  Ashley's  tavern.  Pas- 
sengers were  charged  four  shillings  for  a  round 
trip,  20  pounds  of  baggage  being  allowed  to 
each  person  paiing  full  fare.  The  exclusive 
right  of  running  a  line  of  stages,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Hudson  river,  between  the  cities  of 
New  York  and  Albany,  for  a  term  of  10  years, 
was  granted  by  the  legislature,  April  4,  1785,  to 
Isaac  Van  Wyck,  Talmage  Hall  and  John  Kin- 
ney. They  w^ro  to  furnish  at  least  two  good 
and  sufficient  covered  stages,  such  to  be  drawn 
by  four  able  horses,  the  price  per  passenger 
not  to  exceed  four  pence  per  mile,  with  liberty 
of  carrying  14  pounds  of  baggage.  The  stages 
were  to  j)rocecd  at  least  once  each  week  on  the 
journey  from  the  respective  cities  unless  they 
were  prevented  by  the  badness  of  the  roads  or 
some  uncommon  accident.  In  the  summer  of 
1704  the  fare  by  stage  from  Albany  to  New  York 
was  $7.25 ;  in  the  following  winter  In  the 
winter  of  1790  the  fare  was  $10,  but  in  the 
spring  of  §1707  it  was  reduced  to 

TUE  TOWX  OF  TROT  FOUNDED. 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1791,  Fvcnsselaer 
county  was  erected  by  an  act  of  the  legislature. 
On  the  18th  of  March  following  tlie  town  of 
Troy  was  formed  by  a  legislative  enactment. 
ITic  act  relating  to  it  reads  : 

That  from  and  after  the  lirst  Monday  in  April 
next,  all  that  part  of  tlie  town  of  Renssclaerwyck 
in  the  county  of  Tiensselaer  wliicli  lies  north  of  a 
line  to  be  drawn  from  a  point  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  Hudson  river  sixteen  mil«'S  distant  from  the 
southwt  st  corner  of  the  town  of  Rensselaerwyck. 
and  running  fnnnthenecea.^t  to  the  west  bounds  of 
the  tovvii  of  lVlersS)ur;:h,  shall  be,  and  is  liereby 
ereatc<i,  into  a  distinct  and  separate  town  by  the 
name  of  Troy,  and  that  the  lirst  tovai  meeting  of 
the  said  town  of  Troy  shall  be  held  at  the  dwelling 
house  now  occupied  by  Stephen  Ashley,  In  the 
said  town. 

On  Monday  the  4t!i  of  April  a  town  meeting 
was  held  at  As] 'ley's  tavern,  and  the  lirst  town 
otlicers  eh  eted.     I'liey  were  : 

>'7>(/-/iw/-— Cornelius  Lansint;. 

J;.*t.'*o;-«'— Deriek  Lane,  Ephraim  J^or^'an,  David 


1  DeFreest,  Henry  H.  (Janlinier  and  Nicholas  Watier. 

Cyny/aWr.y— David  Henry,  William  Hiekok,  Law- 
rence Dorset  and  Sauuiel  ( 'olaiiiore. 

Col/ectar  of  David  Henry. 

Overset n  of  the  Pwr— David  Henry  and  Henry  U. 
Gardinier. 

ComuihsU/n-ers  of  TliqhvxvjH  Cornelius  Lansing, 

Mahlon  Taylor  and  Jacob  Wager. 
Town  Cornelius  Lansinff. 

From  the  territory  first  embraced  in  the  tov.m 
of  Troy  the  section  known  as  the  town  of  f Bruns- 
wick, and  parts  of  Grafton  and  Lansingburgh, 
were  taken  off  March  20,  bS07,  and  a  portion  of 
Greenbush  in  1836.  In  1814  a  part  of  Bruns- 
wck  was  annexed. 

TROY  IN  1791. 

The  farm  of  Jacob  D.  Van  der  Hc.vden,  ex- 
teudiugfrom  the  present  centre  line  of  (Jrand 
Division  street  on  the  north  to  the  middle  of 
Division  street  on  the  south,  was  surveyed  and 
laid  out  into  lots,  streets  and  alleys  in  1787  by 
Flores  Bancker. 

We  are  told  that  *4t  was,  a  foresight  not 
always  observed,  laid  out  with  a  view  of  its  ul- 
timately being  a  place  of  considerable  magni- 
tude ;  and  Philadelphia,  with  its  regular  si  juares 
and  rectangular  streets,  was  selected  as  its 
model,  by  the  advice  of  a  gentleman  who  had 
made  a  then  rare  visit  to  that  celebrated  city." 

The  farm  of  Matthias  Van  der  Ileyden, 
bounded  north  by  Division  street  and  south  by 
the  Poesten  kill,  was  laid  out  into  building  lots 
by  John  E.  Van  Aleu  in  1793. 

The  property  of  Jacob  I.  Van  der  Heyden.  ex- 
tending from  Grand  Division  street  to  the  Pis- 
cawen  kill,  was  surveyed  and  divided  into  lots 
and  streets  by  John  E.  Van  Alen,  also  in  1793. 

An  inquisitive  sight-seer  could  only  have 
counted  about  05  buildings  along  the  newly  laid 
out  streets  of  the  village  of  Troy  in  1791.  Tliese 
had  been  erected  principally  on  River  street, 
between  Division  and  Albany  (now  Broadway) 
streets.  The  brick  building  still  stamling  on 
the  southeast  comer  of  Division  and  Biver 
streets,  stood  the  farthest  south.  From  that 
point  northward  on  the  east  side  of  the  street 
to  the  corner  of  First  and  River  streets  there 
were  10  houses  and  stores.  On  the  west  side  of 
River  street,  from  the  site  of  the  Fulton  market 
to  Division  street,  were  distributed  17  build- 
ings. On  both  sides  of  First  street  from  Divis- 
ion tc  River  streets  there  were  only  VI  houses. 
On  Second  street  there  were  two  ;  one  on  Third 
and  one  on  Fourth.  On  both  sides  of  Kivcr 
street  from  Federal  street  to  the  Piscawen  kill 
only  10  buildings  could  be  counted. 

The  following  persons  end^raced  the  heads  of 
families,  the  merchants  and  manufacturers 
of  the  iilace  iu  1791 : 
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tlijiih  A<i:im3,  Robert  MoClollan, 

Asa  Anthony,  Daniel  Merritt, 

Zejifianiah  Antliony,  Kphriam  Mor^'an, 

Cant.  Sfrplicii  Ashley,  Ilenrv  Oudthout. 

Je>se  Iti  nhaiu,  c'ol.  Aibcri  Pavvliu^;. 

.lanios  iJott.s,  John  Pea.-e. 

.fiu:i>h  r.'mhop.  Wait  Kathbun, 

Daiuei  Can)enter,  William  Sheldon, 

Htiijamiu  Covell,  Capt.  Squires, 

Jonathan  Davis,  Abraham  Ten  Eyek, 

Joim  Dickens,  Jacob  D.  Van  der  Ilcy- 
Luwn  lice  Doraet,  den, 

('apt.  Fellows,  Jacob  I.  Van  der  Hoyden, 

Camper  tYats,  Matthias  Van  der  Hey- 
A bra  ham  Frear,  den, 

Dr.  Samnel  Gale,  Nanniug  Van  der  Hey- 
Ijf'ti  jitniiii  (iortou,  den, 

Philip  Htartt,  James  Ward  well, 

<'ai)t.  John  Hudson,  ('ant.  John  Warren, 

Christopher  Mutton,  Solomon  Wilbur, 

Tim.)thy  Hutton,  Capt.  Joseph  Wilson, 

AfJ.itn  Keclin>r,  Samuel  Wilson, 

Robert  Kinca.ide,  George  Younj?, 

l^<rael  Kuapp,  Henry  Young. 

TUE  INDOMITABLE  ZEAL  OF  THE  TROJANS. 

The  local  advantages  that  would  accrue  to 
the  village  in  which  the  county  court-house  and 
jail  should  be  built,  were  plainly  apparent  to 
the  people  of  Troy  and  Lansingburgh.  The 
Trojans  were  too  zealous  and  enterprising  to 
p<n-n)it  the  county  seat  being  placed  at  Lansing- 
burgh \\'ithout  a  struggle  on  th.eir  part  to  secure 
its  location  at  Troy.  They  had  carefully  con- 
sidrral  their  means  to  obtain  the  county  build- 
ings and  at  once  began  to  demand  the  privilege 
of  competing  for  their  erection  in  Troy.  Lan- 
singburgh as  the  older  village  set  forth  its  claims 
of  age  and  growth,  and  Troy  argued  that  its 
position  was  central  and  convenient  of  ai>- 
proach.  As  the  decision  in  regard  to  the  selec- 
tion of  the  site  for  the  court-house  and  jail  lay 
with  the  legislature,  the  people  of  the  village 
with  practical  shrewdness  nominated  as  candi- 
dates for  senator  and  assemblymen  individuals 
of  unquestioned  ability  and  unequaled  popu- 
larity. These  were  Robert  W(X)dworth  for  sen- 
ator; Christopher  Ilutton.  Josiah  Masters, 
iS'icholas  ^taats,  Jonathan  Niles  and  Benjamin 
Hkks  for  assemblymen.  This  ticket  was  elected, 
although  a  mixed  one,  partly  Federalist  and 
anti-Federalist. 

To  avoid  any  appearance  of  partiality,  tliose 
memlK'rs  of  the  legislature  announced  that  the 
villa-e  which  would  subscribe  the  more  liber- 
ally for  the  erection  of  county  buildings  would 
have  the  preference  in  the  decision.  Let  no 
u  an  d.-.spLse  thy  youth,''  St.  Paul  enjoined  upon 
Timothy.  The  advice  of  the  apo.stle  to  the 
ti«  ntili  s  was  the  quickening  thought  of  the 
early  Trojans.  Lan.'^ingljurgh  was  satislitd 
that  the  people  of  the  little  villa^re  of  Troy 
were  too  few  in  number,  young  adventurers, 
with  no  <;ipitaK  a;u!  were  already  burdened 
with  [it  rsonal  <!>  bts.  But  time  pr(jvided 
an  -tht  r  factor  of  suect'.'^s  which  tlie  people  of 
Lansingburgh  had  overlooked  iu  their  estimate 


of  the  ability  of  the  iieople  of  Tmy  to  ilarc 
to  do.    Quietly  and  persistently  a  subscript 
paper  was  circulated  and  signed,  some  if 
writing  their  uanica  for  more  than  they  w< 
actually  w(jrth,  v.hile  otliers  gave  generously 
their  more  abuudaut  m(;ans. 


TUE  COUNTY  BUILDINGS  AWAUDED  TO  Tl'.OY  ) 

The  "act  for  building  a  court-house  aui. 
gaol  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer"  was  passec" 
January  11,  17'JG. 

The  tirst  section  reads  :  "  The  supervisors  of 
the  several  towns  in  the  county  of  Kens.-^elaer. 
for  the  time  being  or  the  major  part  of  them, 
shall  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized  and  re- 
quired to  direct  to  be  rai.sed  and  levied  on  the 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  tlie  said  county 
the  sum  of  six  hundred  pounds,  for  th(;  iiurpo.se 
of  building  a  court-house  and  u'aol  in  said  county, 
with  the  additional  sum  of  one  sliilling  in  the 
pound  for  collecting  tlie  same,  which  suui.s 
shall  be  raised,  levied  and  collected  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  other  necessary  and  contingent 
charges  of  the  said  county  are  levied  and  col- 
lected. 

Section  tiirec  provides  -'that  the  said  sum  of 
six  hundred  pounds  shall  be  paid  into  the  trea.-i- 
ury  of  the  said  county  on  or  betore  the  tirst  (jf 
October  next." 

Section  four  provides  "that  Cornehus  Lau- 
sing,  Jacob  C.  Schermerhorn,  Abraham  Ton 
Eyck,  Mahlon  Taylor  and  Jacob  D.  \'an  der 
Heyden  shall  be  the  commissioners  to  su[>eriu- 
tend  the  building  oi  said  court  house  and  gaol ; 
and  that  the  said  connnissioners,  or  the  major 
part  of  them,  shall  and  may  contract  with  work- 
men and  purchase  materials  for  the  erecting  the 
same,  and  shall  from  time  to  time  draw  upon 
the  trea.surer  of  the  said  county  iov  the  money 
for  the  aforesaid  purpose." 

Section  tive  of  the  act  provides  "  that  it  shall 
and  may  bo  lawful  for  the  treasurer  to  retain  in 
his  hands  the  sum  of  three  ixmce  in  the  pound 
for  his  trouble  in  receiving  and  paying  (;ut  th-j 
money  to  be  raised." 

Section  six.  **  That  the  court  houbC  and  goal 
to  be  built,  whall  bo  erected  and  built  within 
sixty  rods  of  the  dwelling  house  of  Stephen  A.-;!!- 
Icy  in  the  village  of  Trov,  in  the  tovai  of  Troy." 

Section  seven.  "  That  the  aforesni<l  commis- 
sioners or  the  major  part  of  them  are  ht.n  by  au- 
tl'orized  and  required  to  determitie  and  lix  upon 
some  suitable  place  for  erecting  and  buiMing 
the  aforesaid  court  hou.»<e  and  i;oal,  within  si.Nty 
rods  of  the  dwelling  house  of  St«,ithcu  A.shh.-y 
aforesaid.  And  whereas  it  api-oar.-.  to  the  le^'is 
lature  thatJaeoblJ.  Van  der  11<  yden  and  'HIi-  r--, 
inhabitants  of  tlic  village  of  Troy,  in  th'- town 
aforesaid,  have  promiseil  and  agreed  to  pay  the 
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sutn  of  one  thousand  pounil«?  for  erwtiug  and 
huiliiinp:  a  court  liouse  and  croal.  in  the  said 
county  of  Kenssi'laer  to  such  comniissioncrs  as 
.sh<nild  be  by  law  appointcxl  to  build  and  cnxt 
the  same  ;  therefore  it  was  provided  in  section 
t  iicht  that  the  said  sum  of  one  thousand  pounds 
should  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the  county 
for  the  aforesaid  purposes. 

troy's  pledge. 
ITiree  days  after  the  passage  of  the  above  act, 
the  following  suhocription  paper  was  circulated 
jiHiong  the  inhabitants  of  Troy  and  its  neigh- 
borhood : 

To  all  to  ivhonn  these  preyenff  shall  come  or  ma>j  con- 
ctrn—Wherea^  By  an  act  of  the  lo:?islature  of  the 
state  of  New  York  at  their  present  session,  it  was 
enacted  that  a  Court  House  and  Gaol  should  be 
erected  and  built  in  the  Cuuntyof  liensseltier  with- 
in sixty  rods  of  the  dweUin;^  iiouse  of  Stephen 
Ashley,  in  the  villau'e  of  Troy,  in  the  town  of  Troy, 
and  that  the  sum  of  c>ne  thousand  pounds  should 
be  made  payable  to  the  treasurer  of  said  county 
for  the  time  bein^,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  by 
the  inhabitants  of  the  said  viUa:.'e  in  the  town  of 
lYoy.  Now  therefore  know  ye  that  we  whose 
names  are  hereunto  subscribed  do  respectively 
promise  to  pay  unto  Albert  Pawlinir  and  Christo- 
pher llutton,  or  to  one  of  them,  to  their  or  one  of 
llieir  executors,  aiiministrators  or  assigns,  the  sum 
of  money,  annexe<l  to  our  respective  names  on  de- 
mand, Which  money  is  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
building'  of  a  Court  House  and  Gaol  as  aforesaid- 
dated  this  fourteenth  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  and  seven  hundred  and 
ninety-three : 

Jacob  D.Vauderlipyden,  two  hundred  pounds. £2(VJ  0  0 

Abnih;ini  Teu  Kvck     (Jo.,  t'lfiv  pouuas   50   0  0 

Christ' &  Tlin'y  iiutton,  thirty-tive  pounds....  0  0 

BfUj'n  Gorton,  twenty  pouudn   '^0   0  0 

Jona' &  Alsop  lIuHt,  thin v-tlve  pounds   35  0  5 

lienjiuiiin  Covrll.  lifiv  pound-;   MOO 

John  D.  VanikTlicvden.  tliirrv  pounda   30   0  0 

.Mattiisc  ViUiderhevdfn,  one  hundred  doUurs..     40  0  0 

llui,'li  S.  McCiellHn"   13  0  0 

Adum  Keeling',  clL'ht  potiuds   0  0 

Kpli'in  .\Joi;_':\n.  iliirty-rlve  pounds   3.')   u  0 

JaiiR's  Detti   15   0  0 

Joiiutlum  I'latt   10  0  0 

Caleb  Ktissel!   2   0  0 

Asa  Anthony,  tlve  pi>ui)d'<   5  0  0 

Josiali  Stieldon,  thii  e  puimds   3  0  0 

Robert  Power,  live  pounds   5   0  0 

Jolin  <le  refer  Frear.  live  pfjnnds   5  0  0 

Daniel  llarriH,  two  pounds,  los   £2  0  0 

Jeremiaii  I'eirce.  live  pounds   5   0  0 

Lullier  WalkiT,  four  pi'iuuL^   4  0  0 

IfuDiphrey  (.  lark,  sivry  ^lnllin^.'s   3   0  0 

Jon'lm  Warren,  t  f:,dit  pouuda   i-S  0  0 

.bilm  VVlUson,  lonr  pounds   4   0  0 

Janu'3  Wardwell,  lour  pounds  In  plank   4  0  0 

Steptien  Andres,  two  poun. Is   2   0  0 

Samuel  WlNon,  tour  pounds   4   0  0 

Lawrence  Dorset   4   0  0 

■lodn  Fowier,  el;.'hr  pounds   S   0  0 

Solomon  Wllbore,  ferry  >;dlHnfr-   2  0  0 

George  Greenwood,  mteen  >lilliinpi   0  15  0 

h!ti 

Hendrltk  Coonradt,  x    twenty  dollars   S  0  0 

mark. 

John  Anthony,  thirty  s!dill!e,:s   I  10  0 

Samuel  .Joluisori,  L'()s   10  0 

Trunis  Skubt.  forty  shllllUi.'s   2   0  0 

t;..h,Tt  MeCleilaii,  ten  pounds   10   0  0 

W  illiam  Sheldon,  ten  pounds   10   0  0 

I'Utt  WlcKe^,  rt\  e  liounds   5   0  0 

lledt,'es.  Wk  kes  .t  ro..  Iltteen  pounds   15   0  0 

<'H>[ifr  Fra!-;.  ten  pour.ds   lu   0  0 

,\!m1  Hou-\  r-..ir  pounds   4  0 

■      ;\  \'.  \:v>:\  i  Ijiit  pounds   8   0  0 

=  ■     \     <    Mw:.        pounds   rt  0  0 

i,,.  ,  I  :p....r.   rt  O  0 

.!  1.1  •'..>  ,;  J,.,;      twenty  pounds   20   0  0 

f  ><  >,:,  i)  Wiii.l-rlievden,  one  ImndreJ  pounds 

I,,,,,.,.   KX)  0  0 

I  tru.  -*  Si..  !)ci  r,  ten  pounds.   10   0  0 

Miidou  Va>lor   '>  " 


John  Kincftid   10  0  0 

Joshua  Owen,  elk'ht  pounds   s  0  0 

.lon  iriiua  L  i:  i  alii  e,  ciL'ht  poineis   ^  o  ij 

^amiu  i  M  un  i  ,  h\ e  pounds   5  0  (i 

Wjilt  Kiulduin,  ti  ll  ptiund.H   lo  o  u 

.losiali  K<  llo;.'Lr,  I'liii' ]>oun<l.i   t  o  it 

I'hillp  He:irli,  tour  poumts   4  0  U 

>\  llllam  Wliiuril,  four  p<junds   4  o  o 

Kbon'r  Wlllson,  thre.'  pounds   ;{  d  o 

liennljah  WrUrht,  twelve  pounds   1">  o  u 

lienj.  A  S.  Gale   ]  j  o  t. 

Anthony  Goodspeed,  ten  pounds   lo  (i  o 

Georts'o  Dickens,  ten  pounds   Id  0  o 

Daniel  &  M.  MiTrlK,  thirty  pounds   :UJ  u  0 

James  Van  Hlaruni,  three  pounds   i.3  0  (i 

Moses  Bears,  elt^ht  pounds   S  0  o 

As  a  gift,  Jacob  D.  Van  dcr  lleyden  conveyed 

to  the  supervisors  of  the  county  lots  145.  14r,  and 

147,  on  the  southeast  corner  of  Congress  and 

Second  streets,  on  March  22,  1703,  whereon  the 

building  of  the  court  house  began  that  year. 

TUE  ERECTION  OF  THE  GOAL. 

The  lecrislature  on  March  25,  1794,  passed  a 
second  act  to  raise  a  further  sum  of  eiirht  hun- 
dred pounds  for  completing  the  courthouse  and 
goal,  under  which  act  Cornelius  Lansinir,  Jacob 
E.  Schermerhorn,  Abram  Ten  f^yck,  .\rahh»n 
Taylor  and  Jacob  D.  Van  der  Ileyden,  to_'other 
with  John  Van  Rensselaer,  James  Dole,  Kidi- 
raim  Morgan  and  Benjaruin  Gorton  were  av*- 
pointcd  to  act  as  commissioners  to  superintend 
the  erection  of  tlie  county  buildings. 

By  a  third  act  passed  April  3,  1T'.>7.  the  sup«  r- 
visors  of  tlic  county  were  authorized  to  raise  a 
further  sum  of  *5,oU0.  together  with  an  addi- 
tion of  five  cents  on  the  doliar  f(;r  collect iu;: 
the  same,  and  one  cent  on  each  dollar  for  treas- 
urer's fees. 

By  a  further  act,  passed  April  4,  1798,  a  .-um 
of  i^iOO  was  authorized  to  be  raised  for  makiriir 
certain  necessary  accommodations  for  the  go  d 
and  certain  rcitairs  for  the  court  house. 

On  November  11,  179-1,  Bcujamin  (;f)rDvn. 
clerk  of  the  supervisors,  ailvertised  for  proiio- 
sals  for  the  buildintr  of  tlie  couuty  jail.  The 
new  court  house,  iu  which  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  wasthetirst  to  convene  on  the  second 
Tuesday  in  June,  1794,  was  a  two-story  brick 
buihling,  with  a  cupola  for  a  bell,  occupyitiir 
the  site  of  the  present  court  house.  In  l7;Ci 
the  gaol  was  completed,  being  built  of  bricl^. 
two  stories  hii^h,  with  iron  barreil  windows.  It 
was  erected  on  the  stjuthwest  corner  of  the 
alley,  at  the  rear  of  the  court  house. 

In  the  court  house  yard  were  erected  a  whiiv 
pint/  post  and  stocks.  Here,  at  intervals,  a 
class  of  criminals  were  publicly  whippcel,  re- 
ceiving from  the  sherilT  or  his  deputy  so  many 
lashes,  h  ss  than  40,  as  a  punishment  for  tli-  ir 
nusdceds.  The  unlortuiiales  who  were  placed 
in  the  stocks  were  made  the  objects  of  the  ridi- 
cule of  passers-by,  and  were  often  peUc<l  by 
the  village  children  witli  llie  nu)St  di.sa-rceable 
missiles  that  they  coidd  lin<l  fi>r  the  purp<>-.  . 
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■  One  is  no  little  surprised  to  find  such  a  quick- 
ening spirit  of  enterprise  In  so  small  a  village 
as  Troy  was  in  17'j4.    Eight  years  before  this 

■date  on  its  site  were  only  three  houses — the 
homes  of  three  Dutch  farmers ;  one  built  in 
1752,  now  standing  on  the  southeast  corner  of 
Division  and  Kiver  strLH^ts  ;  one  erected  in  1750, 
now  fonninga  part  of  the  brick  building  known 
as  No.  54S  River  street.  l>etween  Ifoosick  and 
Vanderheyden  streets  ;  the  third,  a  two-story 
frame  house,  built,  perliaps,  about  the  middle  of 
the  eighteenth  century,  opposite  the  ferry,  be- 
longing to  the  old  homestead.  In  18:50,  this  last 
house,  formerly  occujued  by  Jacob  D.  Van  der 
Heyden,  on  the  soutlu  ast  corner  of  J'erry  and 
River  streets,  was  rent.  d  by  John  Barney  and 
ke^pt  as  a  boarding-house.  South  of  Division 
street  was  the  farm  of  Matthias  Van  der  Hey- 
den, which  was  still  under  cultivation,  while 
northward  the  farm  of  Jacob  D.  Van  der  Hey- 
den, extending  to  (J rand  Di\ison  street,  ad- 
joining the  river,  was  a  barren  plain  covered 
with  small  pines  and  scrub  oaks.  AVhcre  is  now 
JSixth  street  or  the  railroad  track,  there  was  a 
small  stream  that  ran  .southwardly  to  the  Poe.s- 
ten  kill. 

THE  FIKST  MEETLSG-nOL'SE. 

While  the  active-minded,  diligent  and  sanguine 
men  of  this  small  community  were  doing  with 
thi'ir  might  tho  things  they  (h'cmed  the  most  im- 
port  int  for  thedevelo[)nK-iit  of  tlic  loinil  advaji- 
tages  of  the  place,  they  were  also  rcsix  cters  of 
the 

"  Divinity  tliat  siiapt-s  our  ends. 
RouKli-hew  tlu-m  liow  we  will." 


Without  any  clergyman  to  direct  or  to  lead 
them,  they  with  common  accord  met  toi;ether 
on  Sundays  at  the  sound  of  the  conch  shell 
used  at  the  ferry,  in  the  ball-chambttr  of  Capt. 
Stephen  Ashley's  tavern,  near  the  northwi-st 
comer  of  Ferry  and  River  .streets,  where  Dr. 
Samuel  Gale  or  Col.  Albert  Pawling  would  read 
to  them  selected  sermons.  When  the  numUr 
of  the  inhabitants  had  increased,  desiring  a 
more  united  organization,  the  citizens  assem- 
bled at  Ashley's  tavern  on  the  'dlsl  of  Decem- 
ber, 1701,  and  organi^^ed  tlie  Prcsbv  tt-rian  con- 
gregation of  the  tomi  of  Troy,  and  srh- cted  for 
its  first  trustees  Jacob  D.  Van  der  llcydrn.  Dr. 
Samuel  Gale,  Ephraim  Morgan,  John  .McChe.s- 
ney,  sr.,  Benjamin  Covell  Jind  Benjamin  Gorton. 
A  frame  building  for  a  nuetimr  house  havimr 
been  erected  a  short  distance  south  of  the 
southeast  corner  of  Congress  and  Fir>t  streets, 
and  the  trustees  desiring  to  complete  it,  the 
following  memorial  was  drawn  up  on  the  'Xth 
of  November,  17!»'J,  and  presented  to  the  peo- 
ple of  Troy: 

WAereoji,  The  inhabitants  of  theto\\-n  have  be^un 
and  partly  completed  a  church  buildii;-.:.  but  I«y 
reason  of  tlie  almost  Infant  sottlenient.  and  a  vari- 
ety of  other  public  expenses,  which  mu^t  ner-es- 
.''arily  attcud  a  newly  s-  tthid  town,  they  find  it 
burdensome  for  tlieni  to  curry  their  wishes  Inti) 
effect  without  culling  in  the  aid  of  tl>eir  friends 
and  fellow-t'lirisf  ians  ;  we  therefore,  llie  trustees 
of  said  eiinfrn  irati.,]!.  Iiave  and  <!<>  lien  by  ;i]>pi.ii;t 
Jacob  D.  Vat)  «Ier  Hey(h-n  to  present  tliis  our  nie 
modal  to  h1!  whom  he  sii!'.ll  think  pnij-er,  request- 
ing tiieir  aid  and  usslstanco  iu  the  eomplctiou  of 
the  aliove  uridertukitijr. 
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Saflicient  money  having  been  subaoribed,  a 
contract  for  doing:  the  wood-work  Wius  \vt  to 
Abel  lloudo,  KobeiL  Powora,  Henry  uiid  John 
Do  Camp  and  Benjamin  Smith  for  "forty-six 
j>oundfi,  thirteen  shillings,  York  money,  in 
cash  ;  and  ninety-tliree  pounds,  seven  shillings, 
in  European  and  West  Indian  goods  at  the  re- 
tail prices  in  Troy,"  When  the  Rw.  Jonas  Coe 
was  ordained  in  the  new  meeting-house  on  the 
'J5th  of  June,  1793,  blocks  of  wood  were  brought 
Into  the  unfurnished  building,  and  boards  were 
placed  on  them  for  the  seating  of  the  people  in 
attendance.  The  installation  services,  a  news- 
paper of  that  time,  says,  were  "  conducted 
with  propriety  and  dignity  becoming  the 
solemnity  of  the  occasion." 

THE  FIRST  VILLAGE  OFFICERS. 

The  first  village  officers  were  created  by  an 
act  of  the  legislature,  entitled  An  act  to  ap- 
point trustees  to  take  and  hold  certain  lands 
therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes," 
passed  March  25,  1794.  The  first  part  of  the 
act  relates  to  the  village  of  Lansingburgh.  Sec- 
tion six  relates  to  Troy : 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  avthority  aforem'ul. 
That  Jacob  I).  Van  der  Ileyden,  Benjamin  Covcll, 
Anthony  Goodspeed,  John  Pease,  Ephralm  Mor- 
gan, Christopher  Hutton  and  Samuel  Gale,  shall 
be,  and  they  are  hereby  declared  to  bo  the  first 
trustees  for  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of 
that  part  of  the  town  of  Troy,  in  the  county  of 
Rensselaer,  residing  within  the  lindts  foUowhifr, 
viz :  Beginning  on  the  north  aide  of  a  certain 
creek  called  Poesteu  creek,  where  there  was  for- 
merly a  saw-mill  tlfty-eiglit  chains  from  Hudson's 
river,  and  runs  from  thence  down  along  the  said 
creek  to  the  said  river,  thence  up  along  the  said 
river  to  a  small  creek  called  the  Meadow  creek,  [a 
little  nortli  of  Hoosiek  street,]  thence  along  the 
said  creek  into  the  woods,  south  seventy  degrees 
eivsterly,  forty  chains,  thence  south  twenty-three 
degrees  and  thirty  minutes  westerly,  along  the 
west  side  of  the  land  of  the  late  Albert  Biatt,  one 
hundred  and  six  chains  to  the  place  of  beginning. 
The  above  courses  to  be  run  as  the  magnetic  nee- 
dle pointed  in  the  year  one  thousand  seven  liun- 
dred  and  twenty.  And  shall  continue  to  bo 
trustees  as  aforQfiald  until  the  fir^t  Tuesday  in 
May  next,  and  until  others  shall  be  chosen  in  their 
place  ;  and  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  for  the  time 
b«ing,  residing  within  tlio  village  of  Troy,  within 
the  boundaries  aforesaid,  and  Qualified  by  law  to 
vote  at  town  meeting?,  to  assemble  on  the  st!Cond 
Tuesday  of  May  next,  and  annually  on  the  seeond 
Tuesday  of  May  thereafter,  at  sueh  place,  and  at 
such  time  of  the  day  as  the  trustee-s  for  the  time 
being,  or  tho  major  i);'.rt  of  them,  shall  by  iniblie 
advertisement  appoint,  and  under  the  direction  of 
the  said  tru'^tees.  or  sueh  of  them  as  shall  be  pres- 
f!Ut,  who  are  hereby  made  inspectors  of  sueh  elec- 
tion, then  and  there,  by  a  majority  of  voices,  to 


elect  seven  inhabitants,  being  freeholders,  to  be 
trustees  as  aforesaid,  who  slmll  continue  in  ottiee 
until  the  heeond  Twesilay  of  .M.iy  in  the  next  c-.i-u- 
iug  year,  and  until  others  shall  be  chosen  in  their 
place. 

The  same  act  empowered  the  freeholders  and 
inhabitants  of  the  village  to  ordain  and  estab- 
lish pruflential  rules  and  orders  relative  to  the 
cleansing  and  keeping  in  order  and  repair  the 
common  streets  and  highways  of  Troy ;  also, 
"to  compel  the  housekeepers  in  Troy"  to  fur- 
nish themselves  with  a  sufiiclent  number  of  tire 
buckets,  and  with  necessary  tools  and  imple- 
ments for  extinguishing  of  tiros,  and  \m  impose 
such  penalties  on  offenders  as  the  majority  of 
the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  should  from 
time  to  time  deem  proper,  not  exceeding  forty 
shillings  for  any  one  olfense. 

The  trust<;cs  also,  "  with  all  convenient 
speed,"  were  to  elect  a  sutBcient  numb(.-r  of 
Qjen  willing  to  accept,  not  exceeding  15  in  num- 
ber, to  have  the  care,  management,  working 
and  use  of  the  fire  engine  belonging  to  the  vd- 
la-ge. 

EVIDEXCES  OF  GROWTH. 

Before  Ti'oy  became  a  post-village  letters  to 
its  inhabitants  were  directed  to  "  Albany  "  and 
were  brought  to  the  village  by  a  postman.  After 
Lansingburgh,  in  1792,  obtained  a  postorti'-e 
letters  for  the  people  of  Troy  were  directed 
thither.  Early  in  179(3  Nathan  Williams,  at 
that  time  a  law  student  in  the  office  of  John 
Woodworth,  was  appointed  postmaster  of  the 
village  of  Troy. 

In  the  following  year,  Troy's  first  newspaper, 
the  Fanners.''  Oracle,  was  published  by  Luther 
Pratt  <k  Co.  The  first  issue  of  the  paper  was 
announced  in  the  Ama-kan  Spy,  of  Lansing- 
burgh : 

Luther  Pratt  &  Co.  inform  their  old  customers 
that  they  have  removed  their  printing  materiai 
from  Lansingburgh  to  Troy,  and  commenced  pub- 
Usfiiug  a  newspaper  at  tlieir  printingofllceln  Watri- 
street,  opposite  the  ferry,  entitled  Farmern'  (/lacU, 
printed  every  Tuesday,  at  1-^  shillings  per  ammm. 

Troy,  January  31,  17y7. 

THE  FIRsT  PAUTICL'LAR  BAPTIST  CnUl'.CU. 

Among  the  early  inhabitants  of  the  growing 
village  were  a  number  of  families  which  had 
T)reviousiy  been  connected  with  Baptist  socie- 
ties in  the  places  where  they  formerly  resided. 
Of  these  persons  were  Silas  Covell  and  wife,  of 
Providence,  K.  I.,  Adam  Keeling,  Ebcnezcr 
Wil.sou  and  John  Howard.  Social  worship  was 
held  at  fir.sl  at  the  dwelling.-  of  the  B.iptiit 
people.  At  length  a  roont  wius  rented  in  a 
building  near  the  corner  of  Albany  and  Iliver 
.'^tree-ts,  whi<  h  was  u.-ed  as  a  jdace  of  as.-em- 
blage.    On  the  I'.th  of  Octob.-r,  1795,  a  chun  h 
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organization  was  cffcctcl  under  tlic  name  of 
*'The  Vir&t  Particular  Baptist  churcli  in  tlic  vil- 
lage of  Troy."  Tluougii  tht  llbtrality  of  Jacol^ 
D.  Van  der  lleyden,  the  society  became  pos- 
sessed of  lot  number  2:?1,  south  of  the  old  Third 
street  buryinij  ground.  Ou  January  4,  lSO-4, 
Adam  Keeling,  Edward  Tyleo,  Silas  Covell, 
Ebeuezer  Wilson,  Ebenezer  Jones  and  Noble  S. 
Johnson  wwe  elected  trustees,  who  with  other 
members  of  the  congiv-gation  made  contribu- 
tions for  the  erection  in  IH).")  of  a  small  meeting 
house.  The  society  in  a  few  years  had  so  in- 
creased in  numbers  that  a  large  room  for  con- 
ference meetings  was  needed  and  built.  In 
the  old  church  edifice  was  removed  and  the 
prestmt  building  erected. 

Referring  to  the  taking  of  the  census  in  i;^;<)0, 
the  editor  of  the  Troy  weekly  paper  says  of  the 
village : 

To  exhibit,  however,  some  idea  of  the  rapidity 
of  our  growth,  it  will  be  sutlioient  fur  us  to  ob- 
serve that  15  years  ago  there  were  in  tliis  village 
(now  comprising  somewhat  more  than  a  mile 
square)  but  two  dwelling  houses,  and  probably 
not  more  than  15  inhabitants  :  and  that,  at  the 
present  time  it  contains  about  3i»  dwellinir-houscs 
(independent  of  stores,  etc. ,^  and  l.S'J^  inhabitants. 
A  population  so  rapid  has,  we  believe,  but  seldom 
been  witnessed  in  the  United  States.  i5ituated  as 
we  are  at  the  head  of  the  sloop  navii,'ation  of  an 
extensive  river,  and  surrounded  on  every  side  by 
a  fertile  country,  whose  population  has  also  ex- 
perienced a  rapid  increase,  our  commerce  has  in- 
creased in  at  least  an  equal  ratio  with  our  inhab- 
itants. 

At  this  time  the  land,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Poesteu  kill  southward  to  within  2<>  rods  of  the 
V^an  Buren  house,  belonged  to  the  farm  of  Ste- 
phen I.  Schuyler.  From  the  latter  point  to 
the  Mathiss  kill  Mrs. Van  Buren's  larm  extended. 
From  the  last  named  kill,  southv.ard  about  TO 
rods,  was  the  mill-property  ot  Tiioinas  L.  ^Vit- 
beck,  leased  from  David  DvFriest.  The  mills  of 
Thomas  L.  Witbeck  occui^ied  the  present  site  of 
the  Bessemer  steel  works. 

STUIFE  FOR  THE   SITE  OF  THE  FAn^fEKS'  D.\XK. 

^V^len  the  state  legislature,  on  the  ^ilst  of 
March,  IH)!,  passed  the  act  to  incorporate  tl]e 
Farmers'  bank,  with  a  capital  stock  of  -^;iiK),0()U,  | 
it  provided  that  the  bank  shouM  Ixi  locj'ted  at  I 
such  place  in  the  town  of  Troy  a.s  ilo-ea  Moait, 
Jonathan  Brown,  John  E.  Van  Alen  and  James 
McKowm,  or  any  three  of  them,  should  desig- 
nate and  i>oint  out,  which  location,  wlim  so 
made,  shouM  be  unalterable,  ami  the  said  i 
place  .should  be  near  the  roa-.l  leadiuLT  fn.m  Troy  | 
to  Lansnigburgh.  and  not  further  north  than  | 
the  Mill  t  rot  k,  nor  further  south  than  the  hoii.-^;-  j 
of  Joslma  r.annond  ;  and  th:.t  the  bank  should  ; 
Ui  erected  and  so  far  compu  ted  as  to  admit  the 


transaction  of  the  business  of  the  bank  by  the 
lirst  day  of  December,  ISOl. 

The  lirst  directors  of  the  Farmers'  bank 
were  : 

7Voy-Johii  Woodworth,  Daniel  Merritt,  benja- 
min Tibhits,  Christopher  Ilulton,  Townseiul  Mc- 
Coun  and  Epliraini  Mortran. 

L'yn.9lfi(jfj.-:r(jh—E\\\ah  Janes,  Charlos  Seldon.  Jolm 
D.  Dickinson,  James  llickoU  and  William  HradU  y. 

na/e/jo/rf— ciuert  Vanhchoonhoven  aud  Samuel 
Stewart. 

When  the  time  came  to  determine  U[)(»n  the 
location  of  the  bank  building  it  seems  that  the 
majority  of  the  directors  favored  the  s(;lection 
of  a  site  convenient  to  the  village  of  Troy.  To 
accomx)lish  this  wish  tactics  of  a  most  unbusi- 
ness  like  character  were  adopted.  As  a  full 
but  brief  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  direc- 
tors respecting  the  selection  of  a  site  has  never 
been  heretofore  published,  it  may  be  interest- 
ing to  tlie  readers  of  the  Tvoy  Thiihj  Tints  to 
know  what  was  the  course  pursued  to  (Obtain 
the  location  of  the  bank  as  near  to  the  vil!a;,'e 
as  the  lav,'  allowed.  At  a  meeting  of  the  direc- 
tors, held  at  Jacob's  hotel  in  Lansingburirh, 
June  29,  ISOl,  the  following  action  v,-as  taken  : 

Ou  motion  of  :Mr.  Woodworth— 

lif^olnd,  Unanimously,  that  in  case  the  lot  for 
the  temporary  place  of  establishment  of  the  bank 
shall  fall  to  the  vilhure  of  Troy,  that  we  will  point 
out  to  the  comni.issioners  the  house  of  Joslma 
Raymond,  in  the  villa^re  of  Troy,  as  the  house  voti- 
tciuplated  in  the  act.  iu\d  tliat  in  case  it  .-iiouM 
fall  to  tlie  villa;L,'e  of  Lansimrburirh,  we  will  itnm.-- 
diately  cause  a  temporary  buildiiii,'  to  he  ♦•r<'i.-tfd 
on  tlie  middle  ground  at  or  near  the  place  contnn- 
plated  by  the  eoinmissioners  for  iransactiin:  itie 
business  until  the  le;:islature  .shall  have  dec-idid  on 
ilie  petition  of  the  directoi-s. 

Ri.^olced,  ynaniinoifsli/.  That  we  will  unite  in  a  i>e- 
tition  to  tiie  k  ^'islature  at  the  next  session  for  ob- 
taining' the  alterations  in  the  act  of  incnri-orali.in 
to  enable  the  directors  to  earry  intoelTect  tli-'  mat- 
ters conttmiplated  in  the  n-solutions  of  tlic  board 
respcctim,'  the  pf>rnianent  and  temporary  i>l;tee  for 
the  buildini^s,  and  that  we  will,  nidti  dly  and  .:iev- 
crally,  use  our  best  exertif)ns  in  the  premises. 

On  moti.ai  of  -Mr.  Selden  : 

L\.<olvtd,  That  ire  v  Ul  sn  frallij  hqi  necrct  the  rent 
of  the  lot  for  the  temporary  place  of  estahhshiiiE: 
the  bank,  and  «)ur  resolution.s  this  day  passed  re- 
sneetinp:  tin.  .>ame.  until  the  faither  order  (jf  ili.- 
board  on  the  '••;inie. 

On  motion  of  ilr.  Woodward,  sc<-omk*d  by  .Mr. 
r.nidley: 

AV*.vV/'r/.  Tiiat  this  b.. aril  do  pled;,'e  thf'ni9»'lves 
individually  \h;\i  they  will  adhere  to  and  perform 
tlie  sv  vt  r:d  matters  n.nrained  in  the  preevlinu' 
resolutioMs,  ami  tli:it  the  pre.-ident  put  the  same  to 
tiie.siucral  nieuiber.-;  (d  the  board. 

This  was  lione  by  the  iiresident,  John  D. 
Dickinson. 


HISTORY  OF  TJIE  TOWNS  OF  IIKNSSKLAEK  COUNTY. 


23 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Woodward,  seconded  by  Mr.  I 

A'^.to/w/,  iinanimou.<l>/.  That  this  board  will  un-  | 
mediately  proceed  to  d^nenninc  by  ioL  u;;ie<^ablc  j 
to  the  res(dutions  of  the  Orb  day  of  Jur.c  as  amend-  ' 
ed,  the  temporary  place  for  the  e<tabli-,hment  of  \ 
t!io  bank,  ami  that  Mr.  Bradley  do  prepare  and 
roll  np  for  the  purpose  five  ballots  with  the  word 
"  liansiugburfih"  written  tlit-reon.  and  five  ballots 
with  the  word  "Troy"  written  tliereou  ;  that  the 
isame  be  placed  and  .shook  toixethcr  in  a  hat  by  Mr. 
Uutton  and  drawn  by  Mr.  Merritt  blindfold  in  the 
presence  of  the  board,  and  that  the  said  tempor- 
ary place  shall  be  at  the  \iliai?e,  the  name  of  which 
shall  be  written  on  two  of  the  three  first  ballots  so  | 
to  be  drawn. 

The  ballots  havini:  been  prepared  by  Mr.  Uutton 
and  Mr.  Bradley,  Mr.  Merritt  drew  one  after  an- 
other three  ballots  out  of  the  hat  so  prepared,  on 
opening  which  it  appeared  that  the  word  '*  Lan- 
singburgh"  was  wTitten  on  the  two  first  and  the 
word  "Troy"  on  the  third.  Mr.  Merritt  then  pro- 
ceeded to  draw  the  residue  of  the  ballots  which, 
having  been  all  opened,  were  found  to  be  prepared 
agreeable  to  the  preceding  resolution. 

At  a  subsequent  meeting  it  was  determined 
that  a  banking  house  should  be  built  3^)  by  40 
feet  and  a  kitchen  IS  by  21  feet,  and  that 
i[essrs,  Hutton,  Hickok  and  Merritt  should  be 
the  building  comniittce.  Jacob  D.  Van  der 
lleyden  having  presented  the  bank  witli  two 
lots  on  the  northvrest  corner  of  Middleburgh 
and  Kiver  streets,  two  other  adjoining  lots  were 
purchased  from  him,  and  the  foundations  of 
the  banking  house  built  directly  over  the 
boundary  line  of  Troy  and  Lan.singburgh. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  ISOl,  the  Farmers' 
bank,  Hugh  Peebles  cashier,  commenced  busi- 
ness in  its  newIyH.Tected  building.  The  bank- 
vault,  built  of  brick,  is  still  to  be  seen  in  the 
cellar,  as  it  was  left  November  15,  IbOS,  when 
the  bank  was  removed  to  a  new  building 
erected  on  the  second  lot  soutli  of  the  south- 
west corner  of  First  and  State  streets. 

1.  TUKNl'IKE  TO\yAKD  THE  W^EST. 

Aware  that  much  of  the  trade  of  the  country 
west  of  the  Hudson  was  drawn  to  Albany,  the 
enterprising  merchants  of  Troy  detcnuincd  to 
attract  by  means  of  a  good  and  ilirect  road  the 
Dutch  farmers  living  toward  Schenectady  to 
bring  their  grain  and  produce  to  Troy.  For 
this  purpose  thi-y  petitioned  the  legislature  to 
grant  them  the  right  of  making  a  turnpike  to 
Schenectady.  "An  act  for  establishing  a  turn- 
pike road  from  oppositi;  the  village  of  Troy  to 
the  city  of  Schrneetady  "  v.-as  passed  April  2, 
is:r2.  By  it  Ei^hraim  Morgan.  <  ieorgc  Tibbits. 
Abraham  Oothoudt  and  th-  ir  a- v^ociatcs  were 
<  onstiturcd  a  body  corpi.rato  and  politic  by  the 
name  of  "  the  pre-ident,  direct. >r.s  and  comi>a- 
ny  of  the  Troy  and  Schenectady  turr.piko." 


The  rai)ital  stock  consisted  of  CjO  shares  of  f'Hl 
each.    The  lirst  ofliccrs  of  tlic  company  were  : 

Prc^-idetd,  i:plir.;in»  ^lui.-an;  directors,  C;c«'mu 
Tibbits,  Abndiam  Oothoudt  (of  Schenectady). 
Derick  Lane,  Abraliam  Ten  Eyck,  Albert  Pawlinc, 
John  Bird,  bilas  Covtll  and  Daniel  Merritt. 

Alluding  to  the  enterpri.sc  of  the  people  of 
Troy  in  constructing  this  road,  a  \NTitcr  say.s : 

The  expense  of  first  opening  the  road  west  was 
tlx^n  ciuite  an  onerous  one,  nnd  drew  heavily  upon 
their -pare  resources.  The  whole  expenditure  fur 
the  fust  three  miles  out  was  raised  and  paid  for  by 
the  sid)scriptions  of  those  interested  in  trade  at 
the  village,  but  this  improvement  amply  n-paid 
them  for  the  outlay  and  returned  lt.s  co.st  in  a  few 
years,  while  great  subse(iuent  remuneration  cam.; 
\s-iih  the  increased  trade  directed  from  Albany  to 
this  point. 

ST.  I'.VUL'S  PUOTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHUUCU. 

The  first  Protestant  Episcopal  church  in  Troy 
was  organized  at  the  court  house,  January  lb, 
1S04,  at  wliich  Eliakim  Warren  and  Jerei!iiah 
Pierce  were  elected  church  wardens,  and  Nicli- 
olas  Schuyler,  David  Buel,  Lemuel  Hawlcy, 
Thomas  Davis,  Thomas  Hillhouse,  John  Bird, 
William  S.  Parker  and  Hugh  Peebles  vestry- 
men. Two  lots  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
Congress  and  Thii'd  streets — the  site  of  K:iii<rs 
hall — v.ere  purchased,  on  which  the  building 
connnittec  was  instructed  to  contract  with 
proper  workmen  to  put  up  the  building  of  the 
church,  the  frame  to  be  well  put  up  and  tilled  in 
with  brick,  one  thick." 

On  the  2d  of  July,  1S04,  the  comer  stone  of 
the  building  was  laid,  the  Rev.  Jonas  C<ie, 
pastor  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  assistitig  the 
Key.  David  Butler.  Early  in  the  summer  of 
1S05  the  church  was  completed.  On  the  Uth  of 
July,  the  Key.  David  Butler  was  granted  his  U  t- 
ter of  institution  as  rector, of  St.  Paul's  parioh 
by  the  Right  Rev.  Bi.shop  Benjamin  Mo(tre. 

The  present  church  building  on  the  northeast 
corner  of  State  and  Third  streets  was  erected  in 
lb27,  and  C(.^nsecraLed  August  Iti,  182S. 

THE  RENSSELAEK  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

For  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  people  of 
the  state  against  imjiostors  and  quacks  in  the 
medical  profession,  the  legislature,  April  4, 
I^Ofi,  passed  a  law  by  which  candidates  desiring 
to  ontiT  upon  the  practice  of  physic  and  surgery 
were  to  be  examined  by  censors  of  the  medical 
societies  throughout  the  state,  and  licensed  by 
the  judges  of  the  county  courts. 

It  was  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this 
law  that  the  physiciiins  and  surgeons  of  the  vil- 
lage of  Troy  and  the  towns  of  rhc  county  assem- 
bled in  tb.o  court  hou.so,  at  Troy,  on  Tue.stlay, 
July  1,  l^di"',  and  there  organized  tln"  Rensselaer 
medical  society. 
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The  minutes  of  this  first  meeting  arc  as  fol- 
lows : 

lu  coriiormity  to  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  New  York,  entitlcl  an  act  to  incorporate 
medical  societies  for  the  purpose  of  rcKulalinf;  the 
practice  of  physic  and  sur^jcen'  in  this  state,  pa!<sed 
April  4,  1H<)C,  the  physicians  and  yur!,'eonH  of  the 
couuty  of  Rpns;<clacr  to  the  number  of  twenty, 
viz  :  Benjamin  Woodward,  Aaron  I).  Patcliin,  Ben- 
jamin R'lwe,  Abner'fimrber,  Moses  Willard,  Aslier 
Armstrong,  Ely  Burritt,  I.  M.  Weils,  Ih'zekiah  Eld- 
ridge,  Samuel  Gale,  Da\id  Gleason,  Edward  Davis, 
Alexander  Rousseau,  U.  M.  Gregory,  Jtihn  Loudon, 
Sanford  bmitli,  Edward  Ostrandor,  David  Doo- 
little,  Moses  Hale,  James  II.  Ball,  convened  in  the 
court  house  in  Troy  and  pro'-eeded  by  ballot  to 
elect  their  officers,  when  the  followin;?  gentlemen 
were  declared  duly  elected  : 

President,  Dr.  Benjamin  Woodward  ;  vice  presi- 
dent, Dr.  John  Loudon  ;  treasurer.  Dr.  Sanmel 
Gale ;  secretary,  Dr.  I.  M.  W^ells  ;  censors.  Dr.  Ely 
Burritt,  Dr.  Moses  Willard,  Dr.  Hczekiah  Eldridge, 
Dr.  David  Doohttle,  Dr.  Benjamin  Rowf  ;  delegate 
to  the  medical  society  of  the  state  of  >'ew  York, 
Dr.  Moses  Willard.         Benjamin  Woodward, 

Trot,  July  1,  IS-^KJ.  Secrets  ry,7/?c».  tern. 

He^oived,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  draft  a  code  of  by-laws  for  the  use  of  the  Rens- 
selaer medical  society,  and  that  Dr.  Ely  Burritt, 
Dr.  Hezekiah  Eldridge,  Dr.  Moses  Willard,  Dr. 
Moses  Hale  and  Dr.  Aaron  D.  Patchin  to  be  the 
committee. 

Rt-^dced,  That  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Rens- 
selaer medical  society  be  the  first  Tuesday  of  July, 
and  that  it  be  held  at  the  court  house  in  Troy. 

Reeved,  That  a  tax  of  twenty-five  cents  be  lev- 
ied upon  every  member  for  the  use  of  the  society, 
&c.,  *tc. 

The  licenses  of  the  early  physiciaus,  accord- 
ing to  the  law  of  the  state,were  in  the  following 
form  : 

bXATB  OF  New  Yokk,  Rensselaeu  Countt— 
murta^,  bamuel  Gale  of  Troy,  in  tlie  said  county, 
physician  and  surgeon,  hath  made  application  to 
me,  Thos.  Sickles,  one  of  tlie  judges  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas  for  the  said  county,  to  ob- 
tain a  certllicato  In  conformity  to  a  law  of  this 
state,  entitled  "  An  act  to  regulate  the  practice  of 
physick  and  surgery,  passed  the  twenty-third  of 
March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
seven,  and  having  produced  to  me  satisfactory 
evidence,  that  he,  the  said  Samuel  Gide,  hatli  been 
regularly  in  the  practice  of  physick  and  sargery 
fv)r  more  than  two  years  la^t  past.  I  do  in  conform- 
ity to  the  said  act,  certify  the  same.  In  testimony 
whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  aflixed 
my  seal       thirteenth  day  of  October,  IT'JT. 

Tuos.  Sickles, 

The  licenses  of  some  of  the  other  early  physi- 

cuins  of  Trey  and  in  the  towns  of  tlic  county, 

bear  tlie  followin.g  dates  : 

Dr.  P.tru.il.as  Se.lt,  September  0,  IV.lT. 
Dr.  Tfi..n\.is  llartwell,  September ^'1^  l.OT. 
Dr.  Felix  Greene.  September  IT'JT. 


Dr.  David  Milieu.  S.  ptomber  27.  1797. 

Dr.  Lewis  Beehe,  October  1.  17'.IV. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Lyon,  October  1.  17!>7. 

Dr.  Jami  s  II.  Ball,  OcfMb,.r'J.  1707. 

Dr.  Fraru  i.>  .siiilih,  Ueli;ber  H,  i;'.i7. 

Dr.  E/.el;iel  i!aker,  Oot..lM.r  lv».  1707. 

Dr.  David  Doiilittl(\  OctobtT  i:{.  17117. 

Dr.  Nlchi)las  Schuyler,  October  LI,  1707. 

Dr.  John  London,  October  11,  1707. 

Dr.  Alexander  Rou>;s(  an.  OctolxT  IJ,  1707. 

Dr.  Jacr)b  Campbell,  October  Pi.  1707. 

Dr.  Jason  ikitiiiister,  October,  17.  1707. 

Dr.  Jouatlian  P.  sill,  October -JU,  1797, 

Dr.  Jacob  Hoit,  Oetob(;r  '^[,  1707. 

Dr.  ChrisH)i)lier  Dillen.  November  0,  1707. 

Dr.  Elisha  Baker,  November  -Ju,  1707. 

Dr.  James  Mccluni.',  .No\ ember  1707. 

Dr.  William  Brown,  N(ncnilier  x,"^!,  1707. 

Dr.  Nehemiah  King,  December  I,  17!t7. 

Dr.  Nicliola.s  Harris,  January  1.  170.S. 

Dr.  Edward  Ostrander,  January  I'J,  1708. 

Dr.  William  Baker,  February  1798. 

Dr.  Job  Tripp,  Fcbruarv  z\  17'JK. 

Dr.  Charles  Beckv.  ith.  .March  M.  1798. 

Dr.  Samuel  Gale,  jr.,  December  11.  l^OS. 

Dr.  Jed-'diah  Pendersast.  Mav  (1,  ISOO. 

Dr.  Ilulbert  Smith,  May  lii,  ISiW. 

Dr.  Abner  Armstrott^'.  Mav  ^'7,  1800. 

Dr.  David  (ilcason,  July  1.').  isXV 

Dr.  John  Robin><on.  August  1,  is<)0. 

Dr.  William  C.  Proutt,  August  11,  18(H). 

Dr.  Samuel  Porter,  Mareii  :.'r,.  isoi. 

Dr.  Silas  Gt)0<lnch,  Mav  "J,  isni. 

Dr.  Martin  Smith,  Julv  !.■),  1,hi)1. 

Dr.  Ely  Burritt,  March"-':),  1^'.'. 

Dr.  George  W.  Paige,  April  1>»02. 

Dr.  Uriah  M.  Gregory,  September  ir>, 

Dr.  Benjamin  Woodward,  December  11,  IS'^J. 

Dr.  Nicholas  B.  Harris.  February -.30,  18ij3. 

Dr.  Thaddeus  Sweet,  March  13,  i&X\. 

Dr.  Simon  Newcomb.  jr.,  May  :J0,  1803. 

Dr.  Ira  Gretrory,  June  8. 1S0:1 

Dr.  Thaddeus  Waugh.  Jane  «,  1H<J3. 

Dr.  David  Bli-^s,  July  -J-S.  IMOS. 

Dr.  Paul  Maxson,  November  2.3,  1803. 

Dr.  Abner  Thurber,  December  17,  l^O-i, 

Dr.  Jared  Hiteock,  February  18,  1801. 

Dr.  John  Ward,  May  20.  1801. 

Dr.  Abel  Ilovey,  June  21,  18<jt. 

Dr.  Moses  Hale,  July  12,  IS'H. 

Dr.  Hezekiah  Eldridge,  February  8.  IROD. 

Dr.  Jeffrey  W.  Thomas,  March  21,  l.s05. 

Dr.  Joshua  Griecrs,  April  1,  isn.'i. 

Dr.  Aaron  J.  :\uaer,  April  ^1,  l^^o.',. 

Dr.  Johu  Milton  Stewart,  .\prii  \'>,  180"). 

Dr.  Augustus  Burgoyne,  April  2.%  18**5. 

Dr.  Daniel  Bcnni^.  June  :>.  l"^""). 

Dr.  Ebenezer  ^tralt(jn,  November  2,  1805. 

Dr.  Rufus  A.  Burritt,  April  21.  IS'V;. 

Dr.  Jacob  Kiu-<lev,  April  21.  IW,. 

Dr.  Israel  P.  Baldwin,  April  25.  1,800. 

Dr.  Theodore  -May,  July  21,  is<>';. 

Dr.  Jacob  Burgess,  Au^.  15.  ISufi. 

Dr.  Stephen  Ingham,  August  20, 

TUE  FIKST  METUODISTS  OF  TKOY. 

Followers  of  Wesley  were  at  a  very  early  date 
numbered  among  the  inhabitaut.s  of  tiie  village 
of  Troy.  Stephen  Andres,  Caleb  Curti.-.  Samuel 
I  Goodrich,  Benjamin  Bctts,  Archibald  Gray  and 
a  number  of  other  New  England  people  were 
among  the  first  congregation.s  that  gathen-d  to 
hear  the  different  itinerant  preachers  who  vi:5ited 
Troy.  About  the  year  is<^):3,  by  removal,  death 
and  other  causes,  the  fir.st  Methodi.«.t  tociety 
v.-as  broken  up.    In  the  Kev.  Elijah  Chi- 

chester revived  the  s<»eiety,  and  enrolled  .^even 
persons  in  a  clas.s.  At  a  meeting  at  the  hrm-e 
of  Samuel  Scoby  in  November,  is<.is,  David 
Canheld  and  Morris  Do  Camp  were  chosen  to 
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ITt'sitlc  over  a  mcetiri!?  held  on  the  1st  of  De- 
t  t  inher.  At  this  nicetini?  David  Canlicld,  Eli- 
j^'i:i!t.-t  King  and  fc^:ui:ucl  :?cuby  wire  elected 
trustees  of  tlie  Methodist  Ei-L<copal  chureh  of 
th(>  village  of  Troy."  On  the  2.'jth  of  Dceeniber 
two  lots  on  State  street,  Xoo.  and  744,  were 
rented  of  Jacob  D.  Van  der  Ileyden,  on  which 
in  LS<)9  a  frame  building  two  stories  in  height 
was  erected  as  a  place  of  woi-ship.  This  church 
had  a  few  years  thereafter  a  large  membership. 

RENSSELAER  COU>'TT  BIDLE  SOCIETY. 

Pursuant  to  a  notice  given  throut:hout  the 
county,  persons  from  the  different  towns  as- 
sembled in  the  court  house  on  the  11th  day  of 
July,  1815,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a 
county  Bible  society.  ^\iter  the  meeting  was 
organized  an  election  was  held  for  the  first 
ofticers  of  the  Rensselaer  county  Bible  society, 
•which  resulted  in  the  selection  of  the  following 
persons  : 

Pi'esident,  the  Rev.  Jonas  Coe ;  first  vice  presi- 
dent, the  liev.  K<ilph  Westervelt;  second  vice 
president,  the  licv.  Samuel  Blatciiford ;  corre- 
sponding secretary,  David  Buel,  jr.;  recording  sec- 
retary, the  Uev.  Francis  Wayland  ;  treasurer,  Der- 
ick  Lane  ;  board  of  mauai,'ers,  the  Rev.  Parker 
Adams,  the  Rev.  Tobias  Spicer,  the  Rev.  John 
Younglove,  jr.,  the  Rev.  Justus  Hull,  Dr.  Ely  Bur- 
ritt,  the  Hon.  Josiah  [Masters,  Jabob  A.  Fori,  the 
Hon.  Uosea  Moflit  and  James  L.  Hodgeboom. 

THE  VILLACfE  GROWS  INTO  A  CITY. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature,  passed  February 
10,  1798,  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  were 
incorporated  under  the  name  of  "  the  trustees 
of  the  village  of  Troy." 

On  the  2d  of  Ai)ril,  ISOl,  the  provisions  of  the 
former  act  were  somewhat  altered.  Another 
act  of  March  3,  1803,  particularly  described  the 
west  bounds  of  the  vdlage.  carrying  the  south- 
ern limits  "due  west  to  the  east  boimcls  of  Al- 
bany county,  thence  northwardly  along  the 
boundary  line  between  the  comUy  of  Albany 
and  the  county  of  Kensselaer  to  the  southern 
bounds  of  the  village  of  Lansingburgh."  . 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature  pivssed  April  4, 
l'^'},  the  village  was  divided  into  four  wards 
and  four  trustees  were  authorizeil  to  be  elected 
to  represent  each  of  these  wards.  Under  this 
act  a  president  of  the  board  was  annually  i\\>- 
lH)inted  by  the  governor  of  the  state  and  the 
eouncil  of  appointment.  This  act  authorized 
the  trustees  to  annually  raise  by  tax  the  sunt 
of  $1,500  to  defray  the  expen-cs  of  the  city,  and 
also  to  support  a  niirht  watch  and  to  lidit  the 
.-irrfts  at  niu^ht.  .\m(tnir  tlie  act.s  of  tiie  trus- 
t<  rs  of  tlie  vilhme  in  1n)i;  w;is  the  makiiiu^  of 
■  i:>pr.ipriati()U  of  •:"i5  to  have  tlie  luinies  of  tin* 
,  IS  painted  on  Mnall  boards  and  i.laeed  on 
!'Ui!di u^'^,  at  the  iat- r^eeiion  uf  the  streets. 


The  population  of  Troy  in  1^J5  ha<l  increased 
to  2,255  ;  in  1810  to  3,:>'.)5,  and  in  1815  to  4,254. 

On  the  12Lh  of  April,  1S1»>,  a  city  charier  Wic- 
granted  by  the  Ictjislature  incorporating  the 
mayor,  recorder,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of 
the  city  of  Troy."  An  election  for  charter  olli- 
oers  of  the  city  was  held  on  Tuesday,  May  11. 
At  this  election  the  following  i)ersons  v.erc  elect- 
ed aldermen  : 


Warils.                Aldermen.  AHKVilunlH. 

First  Georjco  AUcn.  Amos  Salisbury. 

Socond  Hugh  Pi;cblcs.  .lolia  Loudon. 

Third  Towu^t'iid  McCoun.  Gordon  Coriilug. 

Fourth  St.  phen  IJo^s.  1I<  nry  Mallory. 

Filth  Siumu'l  Hiiwh-y. 

Sixth  Flillip  Ihirt,  jr. 

The  governor  and  council  of  appointment 


designated  Albert  Pawling  mayor  and  WiUiam 
L.  Marcy  recorder. 

RESSSEL.1EK   COUNTY    VGUICULTUaAL  SOCIETY. 

As  early  as  the  year  1818  the  subject  of  ori-'an- 
izing  a  county  agricultural  so<;iety  engaged  the 
attention  of  the  farmers  and  other  persons  in- 
terested in  the  products  of  the  soil.  Early  in 
the  summer  of  ISIO  a  notice  was  inserted  in  the 
village  newspapers  that  a  meeting  would  be 
held  on  June  3,  in  the  court  house,  to  take 
into  consideration  the  organization  of  such  a 
society.  On  the  day  lixed,  a  respectable  num- 
ber of  the  leading  men  of  the  county  interested 
in  farming  assend>led  and  adopted  a  constitu- 
tion and  elected  ofiicers  of  the  Kensselaer  coun- 
ty agricultural  society.  The  following  persons 
were  elected : 

President,  Geor-e  Tibbits  ;  first  >ice  president, 
11.  Knickerbacker ;  second  vice  president,  Simon 
Neweonib.  jr. ;  third  vlee  president.  Edmund  C. 
Genet;  treasurer,  Philip  llearLl ;  corresponding 
secretary,  Geor-c  R.  Davis  ;  reepnlimr  secretary, 
Henry  Uoglc. 

At  a  second  meeting,  Jidy  14, 1811),  the  f(dlow- 
ing  board  of  managers  were  elected  : 

Troy-John  l\  Cushnian,  Hii.::h  Peebles,  Thomas 
Clowes,  Thomas  Tunier,  btepben  V.  li.  l^ehuyler. 
istephen  Ross. 

La iisinba/y/i— Jacob  C.  Lausin-.  Wooster  Brook- 
ins.  Smith  German. 

///v//w((  jf^— Asa  Gartltier.  Samuel  I.  MeChesney. 
Murtin  Sprin^'cr. 

AV/ii.v/A/i'V'A-t-B-'tlKl  Matlier. 

i'?^Woii/i— Miehael  S.  Van  der  Coo!:. 

//ix^icX.— Moses  Warreu,  John  Carpenter,  jr. 

iV/t rcf6"/-?7A— Joseph  Case. 

/,'r(/'7wi— Ziba  Ih  witt. 

7.V//i/'— Burton  liamnK'Ud. 

S/(j)/iin'0ir{i—Uvtivy  Piatt. 

.sV';,'//(/A-.  -  William  <  v.rniiehael. 

<,/,>  nf,"--/f    .Joliri  Bn-e-<'. 

,nV/""/(/'V,  -  C,, melius  1.  Seliermevliuru. 

A'«»a'«— Feuner  Palmer. 


} 
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The  first  fair  was  hdd  on  the  common  south 
of  Hoosick  street  an<i  east  of  River  street,  on 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday,  October  12th  and 
13th,  1819.  Each  day  w  as  u.shercd  in  by  the 
ringing  of  bells  and  the  discharcre  of  cannon. 
A  procession  was  formed  at  the  court  house  on 
the  first  day  of  the  fair,  at  9  o'clock,  wliich 
marched,  to  the  grounds.  As  described  by  a 
Troy  newspaper  the  fair  was  a  great  success. 
It  says : 

In  the  interior  a  very  lartrc  collection  of  rival 
farmers  had  arrived  on  the  jrrouiul  and  bro't  with 
them  the  best  cattle  of  the  county— exhibiting  the 
Interesting  spectacle  of  the  iinest  oxen,  cows, 
bulls,  calves,  sheep,  swine,  horses,  colts  with  their 
dams,  &c.,  engasrinfr  the  curiosity  and  emplo>ing 
the  observation  of  both  practical  men  and  ama- 
teurs. *  *  *  At  4  o'clock  r.  M.  the  ploughing 
match  took  place,  and  for  novelty  and  ertect 
proved  itself  most  interesting.  The  crowd,  large 
as  it  was  in  the  morning,  had  now  increased  to  3 
or  4,000,  occupying  the  adjacent  eminences,  and 
pressing  in  upon  the  ground  designated  for  the  in- 
teresting strife.  *  *  *  In  80  minutes  the  quick 
moving  team  of  Mr.  Filkin  completed  its  quarter 
acre  of  unusually  tough  sward,  amid  the  shouts  of 
the  spectators.  A  minute  more  brought  in  the 
cattle  of  Mr.  Harrington,  who  received  the  pre- 
mhim,  having  turned  up  tlie  sward  either  deeper 
and  better  than  his  swifter  competitor.   *   *  * 

On  the  second  day  the  society  again  formed  at 
the  flag-staff,  accompanied  by  the  clergy  of  the 
city  and  neighboring  towns,  under  the  direction 
of  the  Marshal  Col.  Knivkerbacker,  Assistant  Mar- 
shal Gen.  Carr,  aud  escorted  by  the  fme  company 
from  the  United  States  ar.-<enal.  commanded  by 
Lieuts.  Morton  and  Walker,  preceded  by  the  ex- 
cellent band.  The  procession  moved  down  River 
and  First  streets  to  the  Presbyterian  meeting 
house,  where  had  assembled  a  large  audience  of 
females  from  the  city  and  country.  The  services 
at  the  church  were  commenced  by  an  appropriate 
ode  sung  by  the  large  choir  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Hastings,  in  a  style  ot"  unrivalled  excellence. 
*  ♦  *  The  throne  of  grace  was  then  addressed 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Coe  in  bi.s  peculiarly  impressive 
and  appropriate  manner.  A  second  ode  was  fol- 
lowed by  a  very  able,  instructive  and  interesting 
address  from  the  president.    *   *  * 

The  premiums  which  liad  been  awarded  by  the 
committee  were  then  announced,  after  some  per- 
tineut  prefatory  remarks  by  Elkanah  Watson, 
Esq. 

After  the  distribution  of  premiums  an  appro- 
j.riate  prayer  by  the  Uev.  Mr.  yonnncrs  concluded 
the  services  at  the  church. 

The  society  then  again  fomied  and  proceeded  to 
^  Baniey'6  hotel— where  they  partook  of  an  excel- 
Knt  farmers'  dinner. 

The  Rensselaer  county  agricultural  .society, 
after  many  years  of  uselulnes.s,  holding  its  an- 
nual fairs  at  ditfcrcnt  places  in  the  iinjncdiatc 
vicinity  of  Troy,  at  length  became  embarrassed, 


which  culminated  in  the  sale  of  its  grounds  an 
buihiincs  under  foreclosure  of  mortgage,  i: 
October,  1^T4. 

THE  GREAT  FIRE  OF  1820. 

The  most  calamitous  event  that  befell  t! 
small  city  of  Troy  was  a  devastating  fire,  win. 
occurred  June  20,  1S20.    It  originated  in  a  bar: 
in  the  rear  of  Col.  Thomas  Davis's  hou.se,  No 
35,  west  side  of  Fir.st  street.    The  wind  wa 
blowing  from  the  south,  and  the  fire  .«5prea 
rapidly  northward.  Fire  engines  from  Lansim- 
burgh,  Waterford,  the  United  States  ar.sen: 
and  from  Albany  came  to  aid  in  the  supprc- 
sion  of  the  devouring  flames.    All  the  buil . 
ings  on  the  west  side  of  River  street,  north  < 
Dr.  Samuel  Gale's  store,  in  which  was  the  po>' 
office,  now  the  site  of  the  drug  and  meduM 
warehouse  of  J.  L.  Thompson,  Sons    Co.,  wer 
burned  down  as  far  north  as  the  store  c 
Corning  6c  Co.,  now  Fisk,  Cowcc  tfc  Co.'s. 
the  east  side  of  River  street ;  all  tiie  buildini: 
from  II.  it  G.  Vail's  store,  opposite  the  pt;.-i 
oflice.  northward  as  far  as  the  corner  of  Ri vi- 
and First  streets,  where  now  is  the  Hall  buiM 
ing,  then  southward  along  the  west  side  (■ 
P'irst  street  to  the  middle  of  the  block  betwei  r 
State  and  Congress  streets.    The  total  nund>< 
of  buildings  burned  was  69  stores  and  house- 
about  12  stables,  and  outhouses,  in  all  U3.  Tl.' 
loss  was  estimated  to  be  from  ?7()0,iXX)  to  >i, 
000.000. 

From  all  parts  of  the  state  and  neighborin 
states  money  and  other  contributions  wer' 
with  immediate  liberality  forwarded  to  the  di> 
tressed  people. 

The  12th  of  July  was  observed  in  Troy  by  a- 
the  churches  as  a  day  of  humiliation  an 
prayer. 

THE  ERECTION  OF  NEW  COUNTY  1U  ILDING5. 

In  1S21  action  was  taken  by  the  commo. 
council  of  the  city  of  Troy  towards  raising  I', 
tax  money  to  pay  the  city's  proportion  of  th 
expense  of  purchasing  the  necessary  land  an 
of  erecting  thereon  buildings  for  the  aceomm' 
dation  of  the  indigent,  intirm  and  insane  of  tli 
county.  The  board  of  supervisors  January  b 
1822.  made  a  rei.ort  to  the  common  council  tlM 
the  entire  cost  of  the  property  purcha.^f'd  ar 
the  new  buildings  erected  was  .>'.»,OtV4.S4— Tro\ 
proportion  being  .<-1.047.^>4.  The  land  purclia 
for  this  puri)ose  end>raccd  about  14»;  acres.  'l  i 
several  buiUlings  on  it  are  known  as  the  hou.- 
of  industry. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  common  council,  h' 
May  17, 1'^i-').  a  committee  consisting  of  F.phr.Ji' 
Morgan,  Thomas  Clowes  an«l  Jeremiah  l)nuc!i\ 
was  appointed  to  confer  with  the  board  of  .■'t 
pcrvisors  in  regard  to  the  erection  and  sclei 
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'.;;(n  of  a  site  for  a  new  jail.  By  a;;reement  it 
dwided  to  erect  the  needed  buiklinf^  on  lot 
S  4;i.">,  on  the  north(.;i.st  eunu  r  of  Kerry  and 
i  ,iih  Btreets,  When  the  building  wan  com- 
i  i  -t.  d,  the  old  jail  in  the  alley  baek  of  the 
t  ourt  house  was  torn  down  and  the  prisoners 
n  rnoved  to  the  new  btrueture.  By  a  resolution 
}  as.sed  by  the  common  council  Aut^u^t  2,  1K32, 
J  he  old  bell  on  the  court  house  was  ordered  to 
ii.'  transferred  to  the  cupola  of  the  jail,  to  be 
t]-.  d  as  a  tire-alarm  bell. 

The  old  court  house  building  not  being  sutfl- 
» ieritly  commodious  for  the  purposes  of  the 
^■ex>ple  of  the  county  tiie  board  of  supervisors, 
at  a  meeting  held  at  William  Pierce's  inn,  No- 
veiiilx^r  15,  182(j,  resolved  to  petition  the  state 
lei^islature  for  an  act  empowering  it  to  raise 
>uflicient  moneys  by  tax  for  the  erection  and 
furnishing  of  a  new  building.  The  board  also 
made  an  agreement  with  the  common  council 
uf  the  city  of  Troy  to  provide  certain  rooms  in 
the  new  court  house  for  the  use  of  the  city  of 
Troy.  Tlie  new  building  was  hrst  occupied  in 
the  entire  cost  of  the  structure  being 
about  ^0,000.  The  city  of  Troy  had  what  was 
de.signated  as  "the  mayor's  courtroom"  and 
the  "common  council  room"  on  the  second 
iloor  of  the  building,  and  three  rooms  iu  the 
basement,  assigned  it  by  the  board  of  super- 
visors. The  style  of  the  architecture  of  the 
court  house  building,  it  is  said,  is  that  of  the 
temple  of  Theseus. 

NEW  WATS  OF  TRAVEL  AND  TRANSPORTATION. 

The  project  of  connecting  the  waters  of  the 
western  lakes  with  the  Hudson  by  a  canal  was 
at  a  very  earlj-  date  looked  u{)on  with  much 
favor  by  the  enterprising  people  of  Troy.  Early 
iti  ISK)  this  card  appeared  in  one  of  the  weekly 
papers  of  the  village  : 

Canal.— The  inhabitants  of  the  villa^je  of  Troy 
are  requested  to  meet  at  the  Court  House  on  Sat- 
urday evening  [February  v.'4],  at  6  o'clock,  to  take 
-Uo  consideration  the  propriety  of  niemorializint,' 
ihtj  Legislature  on  the  subject  of  the  contemplated 
Western  Canal. 

At  this  meeting,  which  was  largely  attended 
hy  the  enthusiastic  citizens  and  which  was  pre- 
^'idcd  over  by  the  lion.  Gcors^c  Tibbits,  a  com- 
uiiltee  of  four  persons  was  appointed  from  each 
(>f  the  four  wards  to  obtain  signatures  to  a  pe- 
tition to  the  legislature  setting  forth  the  ira- 
ix'rtance  of  the  canal : 

Fimt  ivard-Whert  Pawlinc,  J.  Sampson,  I.  M. 
Wells  and  Kplirahii  Mur^MU. 

s-y,;,d  /rnrd-iiamwel  (iale,  J.  >fall<.ry,  John  P. 

<  u~liiuuu  and  Ilutrh  Peebles. 

J'fnrd  jr(/n.— Stepheu  Warreii.  To\snsend  Mc- 

<  oisn,  Francis  A<laneoiiit  and  liunlon  Corning'. 

Iharfh  uard-U.  Arnold,  J.  Hanimll.  .siephen 
l{'.^s  and  J.  Keed. 


WTien  the  "  (^reat  Canal  Bill  "  was  passed, 
George  Tibbits,  John  D.  Dickinson  and  Albert 
Pawling  Were  appointed  agents  of  the  commis- 
sioners to  secure  donations,  land  and  moneys 
to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  two  public 
works — the  Erie  and  the  Champlain  canals. 

The  steamboat  Fire-lly,  one  of  Robert  Ful- 
ton's, commenced  plying  twice  a  day  between 
Troy  and  Albany,  in  the  fall  of  1812.  Immedi- 
ately the  steamboat  monopoly  on  the  Hudson 
was  broken  down  by  a  decision  of  the  supreme 
court  in  1824,  a  number  of  the  citizens  applietl 
to  the  legislature  for  an  a(--t  incorp(jr- 
ating  "the  Troy  steamboat  company."  This 
company  was  chartered  March  ol,  lS2r>. 
The  persons  first  interested  iu  its  organization 
were  John  D.  Dickinson,  George  Vail,  Nathan 
^Varren,  Alsop  Weed,  Samuel  Gale,  Nathan 
Dauchy,  Philip  Hart,  jr.,  Gurdon  Grant.  George 
Tibbits,  John  Paiiie,  Townsend  McCoun,  James 
Van  Brokle  and  Richard  P.  Hart. 

On  Saturday,  March  12,  lb2o,  Troy's  first 
steamboat,  the  Chief  Justice  Marshall,  made 
her  tlrst  appearance  at  the  steamboat  landing. 

The  Citizens'  steamboat  company  was  organ- 
ized in  January,  1872.  The  articles  of  associa- 
tion were  signed  February  19,  1872.  The  City 
of  Troy  was  built  in  187»)  and  the  Saratoga  iu 
1877. 

Previous  to  the  construction  of  a  railroad  to 
Troy,  stages  were  the  means  of  public  convey- 
ance, in  lS:iO  the  Troy  and  Schenectady  line 
of  stages  left  Troy  twice  a  day  at  8  o'clock  a. 
M.  and  2  o'clock  r.  M.,  and  at  the  same  hours 
Schenectady.  The  Troy  and  Boston  statres 
every  moruiug  at  3  o'clock,  Sundays  excepted. 
The  Troy  and  Albany  line  twice  a  day,  S  o'clock 
A.  M.  and  2  o'clock  p.  m.  The  Pho?nix  line. 
Troy  and  Boston,  via  WiUiamstown  and  (irccn- 
field,  at  2  o'clock  a.  m.  on  Mondays,  Wednes- 
days and  Fridays. 

The  first  railroad  project  which  interested  the 
people  of  Troy  was  the  building  of  a  road  from 
Troy  to  Ballslon.  The  act  to  incorporate  the 
Rensselaer  and  Saratoga  railroad  company  was 
passed  April  14,  1832.  Tlie  capital  stock  was 
tix6d  at  LU)0.0()O  shares  of  ?:1U0  each.  The  first 
officers  were  : 

President,  Richard  P.  Hart ;  direetors,  KHsha 
Tibbits,  Georfje  Ciriswold,  John  Cramer,  John 
Knlekerbacker,  Richard  P.  Hart,  Town-send  Mc- 
Coun, Nathan  Warren.  Stephen  Warren,  cieor;;e 
Vail,  LeGrand  Catmou,  Moses  WilHams,  John  P. 
Cushman  and  John  Paine. 

The  railroad  was  completed  October  (i. 
and  trains  crossed  the  new  bridu'i-  from  (Jreen 
Island  to  Troy  for  the  first  time  that  day.  On 
the  arrival  of  tlic  cars  at  the  west  side  of  the 
river,  horses  were  sub.stituted  for  the  engine, 


28  HISTORY  OF  TJIK  TOWNS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY. 


anil  the  cars  were  drawn  over  by  thom  and 
down  River  street  to  the  Troy  house,  the  ter- 
minus of  the  road. 

tkoy's  spirit  of  competition. 
A  correspondent  of  a  leadini:  New  York 
pai)er  wrote  as  follows  in  183;")  re^^ardiiip;  the 
competitive  spirit  of  the  Troy  pcopU; : 

There  is  somethin<?  remarkable  in  the  character 
of  the  people.  No  matter  where  they  come  from, 
or  what  have  been  their  previous  habits,  the  mo- 
ment they  become  residents  of  this  plaor,  they  arc 
Trojans.  They  not  only  look  well  to  tholr  own  in* 
dividual  interests,  but  imbibe  the  sumo  spirit  of 
enterprise  which  they  find  pievailliiir,  and  unite  as 
one  man  in  sustaining  the  interests  and  advanc- 
ing the  prosperity  of  Troy.  *  *  *  No  sooner, 
for  Instance,  had  the  steamboat  monopoly  been 
broken  up  by  the  supreme  court,  and  Albany  placed 
a  line  of  steamboats  on  the  river  of  her  own,  than 
Troy  did  the  same.  When  a  railroad  brou/rht  the 
valley  of  the  Mohawk  within  an  liour's  distance 
from  Albany,  Troy  united  herself  with  Vermont  by 
the  process  of  macadam.  *  *  *  At  hist,  though 
not  least,  a  railroad  having  in  elTeet  brouirht 
lialiston  and  Saratoga  health  springs  within  two 
htmrs  of  Albany,  another  railroad  brings  the  same 
fountains  v.ithin  an  hour  and  a  half  of  Troy.  •  * 
*  It  was  originally  intended  that  the  Troy  road 
should  run  along  the  eastern  margin  of  the  Hud- 
son, through  Lanslugburgb,  crossing  the  river 
upon  the  old  bridge  at  Waterford.  Obstructions, 
however,  of  various  kinds  were  tiirown  in  the  way 
of  the  company,  and  prices  demanded  for  the  use 
of  the  bridge— under  the  impression  that  tlie  rail- 
road must  be  carried  across  it  and  nowhere  else, 
which  induced  the  directors  to  change  the  route. 

Trains  on  the  Schenectady  and  Troy  railroad 
began  running  between  the  two  places  in  No- 
veniljer,  1^1:2. 

Tlie  first  throuGch  train  from  New  York 
^  ached  Troy  December  1!), 

'Hie  formal  opening  of  the  Rutland  and  Wasli- 
iiigt<m  railroad,  and  the  Troy  and  Huston  rail- 
road from  its  junction  at  Ea^le  Bridge,  was 
o  k  bratod  Juno  28,  1802, 

HIE  DEVELOPMENT  OF  TROY'S  MANirFACTURIN'G 
rSTERESTS. 

T^ie  immense  manufacturing  establishments 
'  f  H.  Hurden     Sons,  in  which  more  than  1,400 
n  are  employed,  and  who  receive  over  jr)()(),- 
.iniiuiilly  in  wages,  had  their  beginning  in 
J*«".  at  wliich  time  John  Converse  and  several 
.        it.  li  i-rectCHl  a  rolling  anil  slitting  mill  at 
«' '  upi^r  fall  of  the  Wynant's  kill.    The  nnleof 
w Inch  now  annually  send  out  f2,000.()00 
*f  hMr*.  shn.-s.  is  a  notable  triumph  to  the  cn- 
5  fpr,-.  and  inventive  genius  of  Henry  Hurden, 
» '        f.im.-  as  an  inventor  and  machinist  is 

H.c  rxtcisive  works  of  tlu;  Aliiany  and 


Rensselaer  iron  and  steel  company,  where  steel 
rails  of,  the  (Inest  (piality,  merchant  steel,  horse 
shoes,  etc.,  are  manufactured  in  such  larire 
quantities  as  to  astonish  those  who  lirst  hear 
of  the  thousands  of  tons  produced  annually, 
and  at  which  over  2,0(H)  men  obtained  work  and 
are  annually  paid  wages  amounting  tofl,(MX),- 
(XIO,  had  their  origin  in  a  rolling  mill  erected  in 
1807  by  John  Brinckerhoof,  on  the  north  bank 
of  the  W>mant's  kill,  at  its  second  fall. 

The  manufacture  of  collars,  cuffs  and  shirts, 
which  allords  employment  to  more  than  12.U(mj 
persons,  who  receive  annually  almost  >"2,o<a),- 
0(30  in  wages,  began  in  a  very  humble  way  in 
1S29.  The  sales  of  the  productions  of  this  one 
branch  of  manufacture  exceed  S;'>,000,000  an- 
nually. 

Stoves  were  first  made  in  Troy  about  the  year 
1821  by  the  firm  of  Starbucks  &  Gurley.  The 
fame  which  Troy  stoves  have  secured  through- 
out the  United  States  is  well  known,  and  which 
has  made  the  value  of  their  annual  production 
reach  nearly  to  .*.3,0<K),000.  Besides  these  lead- 
ing branches  of  manufacture  the  casting  of 
church  bells,  car  wheels,  the  making  of  fire- 
brick, paper,  valves,  car  coaches,  hosiery,  ma- 
chinery, surveying  instruments,  fiour  and  other 
inentionable  and  useful  articles,  add  to  the  wel- 
fare and  wealth  of  the  industrious  people  of 
Troy. 

THE  TROY  YOUNG  MEN'S  ASSOCIATION. 

After  several  preliminary  meetings  which 
were  largely  attended  by  the  people  of  Troy,  the 
young  men's  association  was  organized  Decem- 
ber 19,  1S34,  by  the  election  of  John  T.  McCoun 
president.  The  first  rooms  occupied  by  the 
association,  February,  1S3.3,  were  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  building  No.  107  River  street.  On 
the  completion  of  the  Athenaeum  building,  on 
First  street,  the  library  was  transferred  to  it. 
By  an  act  of  legislature,  passed  May  8,  ISS*), 
amending  the  act  incorporating  the  association 
April  2(),  1835,  the  control  and  management  of 
the  property  of  the  association  were  placed  in 
the  hands  of  2.'i  trustees.  The  number  of  vol- 
umes in  the  library  is  about  23,:-52o.  Since  De- 
cember, 1870,  De  "VVitt  Clinton  has  been  the 
efficient  librarian  of  the  young  men's  associa- 
tion. 

TUE  LARGE  FIRE  OF  1854. 

The  second  large  fire,  which  rendered  three 
hundred  families  houseless,  occurred  on  the 
afternoon  of  August  2<),  1854.  Al>out  1  o'clock 
that  day  a  brick  planing  mill  on  the  southwest 
corner  of  Front  and  Division  stret  ts  was  tlis- 
covered  oji  lire,  and  although  the  lire  compa- 
nies of  the  city  arrived  t  arly,  the  tiames  siircad 
rai)idly  southward  among  the  lumber  jiih  s  in 
the  adjoining  yards.    A  strong  northwest  wind 
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was  blowing,  and  the  conflagrration  in  a  short 
liint'  assumed  such  alarmino:  proportions  that 
iin'  enarines  from  the  neiiL^hboring  places  were 
*(iii<>it<^d  to  aid  in  its  suppression.  Fire  com- 
panies Nos.  1,  8  and  11  of  Albany,  with 
tluir  apparatus,  promptly  responded,  as 
did  companies  from  West  Troy,  Co- 
h(X's,  Waterford  and  Lansingburgh.  The 
area  of  the  fire  included  the  blocks  south 
of  Division  street  and  west  of  River  street,  as 
far  as  Liberty  street.  The  fire  then  extended 
on  the  south  side  of  Liberty  street  to  First 
street,  where  it  crossed  to  the  east  side  about 
the  middle  of  the  block  between  Liberty  and 
Washington  streets,  and  thence  southward, 
having  its  eastern  margin  along  the  east  side 
of  the  alley,  between  First  and  Second  streets, 
to  Jefferson  street.  All  the  buildings  westward 
to  the  river  were  consumed  by  the  fire,  which 
was  not  under  control  of  the  firemen  until  6 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  day  was  extreme- 
ly warm  and  the  firemen  labored  under  many 
disadvantages.  About  30  acres  of  ground  were 
burned  over  by  this  fire.  The  total  loss  was 
estimated  at  $1,000,000. 

The  frame  work  of  the  steeple  of  St.  John's 
Episcopal  church,  on  the  southeast  corner  of 
First  and  Liberty  streets,  during  the  pro.gress 
of  the  conflagi-ation  was  set  on  fire  by  a  flying 
brand,  but  James  Stantial,  seeing  the  great  dan- 
ger the  newly  erected  church  was  m,  daringly 
climbed  to  the  dizzy  height,  and  with  uncovered 
hands  seized  the  flaming  brand  and  threw  it  to 
the  ground  and  then  extinguished  the  fire 
spreading  along  the  frame  work.  The  sufferers 
by  this  fire  were  generously  aided  by  the  people 
of  this  and  neighboriiig  places  in  the  time  of 
their  need  and  distress. 

THE  GREAT  FIRE  OF  18C2. 

A  third  fiery  scourge  nsited  the  city  on  Satur- 
day, May  10,  1S02.  The  fearful  and  rapid 
ravages  of  this  devastating  conflagration  ap- 
palled the  stoutcsthearts,  desolating  in  the  short 
space  of  six  houi-s  seventy-five  acres  of  prop- 
erty and  reducing  to  ashes  five  hundred 
and  seven  buildings.  To  aid  in  extin- 
guishing this  conflagration  the  firemen 
of  Albany,  West  Troy,  Cohoes,  Waterford 
and  Lansingburgh  came  with  their  engines 
and  toiled  with  great  efiieit^ncy  in  saving  prop- 
erty exposed  to  the  spreading  flames  and  flying 
brands. 

The  Are  had  its  beginning  In  the  Rensselaer 
and  Sarato:,'a  railroad  bridge.  Tliis  stnicture, 
it  was  supposed,  was  set  on  tire  by  a  locomo- 
tive. The  wind  was  from  the  northwest,  and 
blowing  a  stiff  gale,  which  carried  burning  cin- 
ders southeiisiwurdly  to  the  buildings  adjacent 


to  the  bridge.  The  irresistible  fury  of  the 
flames  and  the  dense  smoke  made  it  a  most  dif- 
ficult task  to  suppress  this  extensive  conflapra- 
tion.  During  the  prot^rcss  of  the  fire  several 
persons  lost  their  lives  in  the  flames.  Thomas 
O'Donnell,  an  au:ed  blind  num.  living  on  Green 
street,  above  Grand  Division,  was  burned  to 
death.  Ransom  S.  Ilaiglit,  while  trying  to  es- 
cape from  the  path  of  the  fire  along  Seventh 
street,  was  suQ'ocated  by  the  smoke  and  per- 
ished in  the  flames  ishuinir  from  the  neighbor- 
ing dwellings.  Mary  Dunlop  and  child  also  lost 
their  lives  in  a  burning  building.  Dr.  Zenas 
Gary  died  the  following  day  from  burns 
received  while  endeavoring  to  escape 
from  the  flames   enveloping   his  residence. 

Among  the  principal  buildings  consumed 
were  the  Second  Presbyterian  church,  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  Sixth  and  Grand  Division 
streets  ;  the  Scotch  Presbyterian  church,  on  the 
east  side  of  Seventh  street,  Ijetween  Broadway 
and  State  street ;  the  North  Baptist  church,  on 
the  southeast  cornerof  Fulton  and  Fifth  streets; 
the  Rensselaer  polytechnic  institute,  on  the 
north  side  of  State  street,  between  Sixth  and 
Seventh  streets  ;  the  Troy  City  bank,  on  the 
southeast  corner  of  Grand  Division  and  Fourth 
streets  ;  the  orphan  asylum,  on  the  south  .side 
of  Federal  street,  opposite  Harrison  place  ;  the 
church  asylum,  west  of  the  orphan  asylum,  and 
the  Union  railroad  depot,.  The  total  loss  by 
this  fire  was  estimated  at  ?^3,000,000,  with  an  in- 
surance of  §1,000,000. 

In  a  very  short  time  the  undaunted  spirit  of 
enterprise  of  the  Troy  people  asserted  its  former 
power,  and  new  buildings  rapidly  rose  up  over 
the  desolated  space  of  tlie  great  conUacrration. 
In  the  mouth  of  July  following  the  fire.  ISl 
buildings  were  in  course  of  erection.  From  all 
parts  of  the  country  came  kind  benefactions  of 
sympathizing  people,  which  were  gratefully  re- 
ceived by  those  suffering  in  basket  and  store 
from  the  impoverishing  effects  of  this  calam- 
itous fire. 

trot's  patriotism  in  the  war  of  SECEsSIOS. 

In  18G1  Troy  reared  its  altars  of  loyalty  on 
which  brightly  burned  the  fires  of  its  patriot- 
ism until  the  surrender  of  Lee  at  Appoinitttox 
in  I8»>j.  On  the  evening  of  April  10,  ImjI,  the 
first  great  war  meeting  was  held  in  Harmony 
hall.  The  Hon.  John  A.  Griswold  was  chosen 
chairman  of  the  meeting.  A  conmiiitee  wius 
appointed,  ronsistinc:  of  William  E.  Ki.-^el- 
buru'h,  Isaac  MeConiiie,  jr.,  and  Robert  A.  J.ot- 
tridu'c,  wliich  reportetl  a  series  of  patriotic  res- 
olutions, in  which  it  was  declared  that  Troy 
was  ready  to  contribute  a  part  ol"  tije  means 
necessary  to  defend  the  government  and  to 
maintain  the  i)ermanency  of  its  lu.stitutions  ; 
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that  a  regiment  of  volunteers  would  at  once  be 
formed  whose  services  woiild  be  offered  to 
the  executive  of  the  state,  to  be  transferred  to 
the  support  of  the  federal  government. 

In  consequence  of  the  immense  concourse  of 
people  assembled  in  and  outside  of  the  build- 
ing, the  meeting  was  adjourned  to  the  Union 
depot,  where  addresses  were  made  by  Isaac  Mc- 
Conihe,  jr.,  :Martin  I.  Townsend,  George  W. 
Deraers,  Clarence  Buel,  Gen.  John  E,  Wool  and 
others. 

A  second  large  meeting  was  held  on  April 
18th,  at  Harmony  hall,  at  which  a  committee  of 
five  was  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  common 
council  and  solicit  the  subscription  of  ^10,000 
for  the  support  of  the  families  of  volunteers. 
The  common  council  at  once  complied  with  this 
request.    The  spirit  of  loyalty  to  the  country's  j 
flag  was  everywhere  apparent  among  the  peo-  ; 
pie.    Union  cockades  and  diminutive  banners 
were  buttoned  and  pinned  to  the  hats  and  j 
clothing  of  men,  women  and  children  ;  and  in  | 
the  churches,  on  Sundays,  the  services  of  the 
day  were  appropriately  patriotic  and  tilled  with 
loyal  aspimtions  for  the  preservation  of  liberty 
and  law. 

The  first  corps  of  volunteers  which  left  Troy 
for  the  seat  of  war  in  ISGl  was  the  second  New 
York  regiment,  which  departed  from  the  city 
on  the  18th  of  May.  This  fine  body  of  soldiers 
was  under  the  command  of  Col.  Joseph  B. 
Carr. 

The  need  of  more  men  to  suppress  the  rebel- 
lion called  into  the  field  from  Troy,  on  the  3()th 
of  August,  1S<)2,  the  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
fifth  regiTuent.  George  L.  Willard  was  the 
colonel  of  this  noted  regiment. 

The  one  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  regiment, 
the  third  contributiou  of  Troy's  patriotism,  re- 
ceived its  marching  orders  September  2S,  ISO  *. 
The  command  of  this  regiment  was  first  held  by 
Clarence  Buel.  It  won  a  splendid  record  during 
the  war. 

troy's  CnUKCIIES. 

The  date  of  the  organization  of  the  ditferent 
religious  societies  of  Troy  and  of  the  erection 
of  the  houses  of  worship  is  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table  : 


Ninth  PrPH.,  Sept.  18<\9  

WcHtniliistcr  VruA.,  Nov.  2,  IJSTI*  

Memorial  l'r("^.,  Oct.  10.  lv(72  

First  U.ij.rNr.  Oct.  15,  iTs^j  

Socuinl  [la;p'!  •,  [•••l,.  4.   

North  Hiiptlst,  .hiiie  H,   

South  Troy  iUiptl-t,  NJarch,  l^U^  

Vall  avfuuc.  l^iipiist,  April.  1^71  

St.  I'MiiTs  i\  K.,  Juii.  IH,  IWH  

St.  .John's  P.  ISiO  

Cliri-t  (Jtiurch.  I'.  K.,  Dor. l.s:!t5  

Church  of  Holy  Cross,  P.  K.,  LS-U  

St.  Luke'ri  P.  E.,  ISf^^i  

Fri'(>  eh.  of  .VsciMi..  P.  K.,  Fel).  14.  1S»W. 
St.P;iul'H  Free  Cliapel.P.  K..  Nov.  l^Vd 

State  .street  M.  F.,  Dee.  s.  ISoS  

North  S''eonii  street  M.  K..  NUy,  l>i35. 

Levhif,''s  Chiipel,  M.  K.,  lb;iS  

Zlou  M.  E..  is^tl  

Third  street  M.  E..  lS-t3...-.  

Con;:ress  street  M.  E.,  IH17  

Vull  :ui'iuie  M.  E..  Ajirll.  lso-1  

Puwlhit;  avenue  .NI.  h.,  is-j?  

Geruiaii  M,  K.,  July  2'),  ISoT  

St.  Pi  ter's  Komau  Catlmlic,  ls->-4  

St.  Mary's  P»onian  Catholic,  1M4  

St.  Joseph's  l;ouian  Catholic.  IS-tT  

St.  Jean  Baptiste  Uonian  Catholic.  1S54) 

St.  FranciH,  P.onnan  Catholic,   

St.  l.uvrenee,  Uonian  Catholic,  VSW.. 

St.  Mieliael  lioinan  Catholle.  IST'^  

St.  Patrick's  P..  Catholic.  JaD.  1,  187'.i. 

(Quaker  society,  Nov.,  lsu;>  

I  iilversali.st  churcli  

Pcthel  ehureh,  l^.'l  

First  Ciin.'^re^ratloual  cliurch  

Vlrt-J  Unltai  ian  church,  1.S15  

Church  of  Christ,  lS<-;5  

Trinity,  L\ifheran,  1S7()  

Beritii  Sholoin,  Jewish,  IbUtS  


TROY'S  n.VNKS. 

The  follov»ing  table  shows  the  date  of  the  in- 
corporation of  the  differentbanking  institutions 
of  Troy  : 


.\anu'  and  date  of  or<i<tniz(iUnn. 

FUKt  l're.4..  D.  c.:M.  17'-U..^  

S<  c.»ti(i  Pres.,  Sept.  \^~>  

Tiiinl  PrcH.,  .(an.  ls;!l  

>.  c.uid  street  Pres.,  Sept. 1S;U... 

Co. led  i'res,,  Feh.  f,,  ISU  

!.il"  rrv  t-treot  Pres., , Ian.  17.  1S40... 

Piirk  Pre^..  Auk'.  K^l  

W  i.o.l-Kle  i'r.  -1..  June  l'.<,  l^«i7  

Uukwood  avf.jue  Pres.,  July  1,  IS'i-'' 


Fir^t  rh. 
I)  Hi  If. 

.  IN'.'7 

.  !s;i 

.  isu 

.  is>;ui 

.  1h;U 

.  ISM 

.  ixw 


ch.  I", ill. 

l-:r> 
1-tU  5 
ls:ll 
l-^U 
ls7-,' 

K>1 

ISO' I 


iy»w 

l.SftS 

1S7U 

IMTO 

ls7'i 

1S7>^ 

isor> 

1,-tjrv 

IS-*'! 

ISiV,} 

1M4 

1Nk{ 

ISTTl  ^ 

lN7:l 

1^-7 

IV.l 

l.s;.x 

1.S4M 

1**<W 

1S70 

1^70 

IMlt") 

IS-vv  71 

ISCj 

1^70 

1SCJ\) 

isiJy 

18-is 

1S4S 

1N->S 

1.-^7 

ISJ.S 

ls.Vi 

is'.nj 

1S41» 

ISJI 

im; 

iN)-;! 

l^o: 

ls»;u 

IsfW 

1S7I^ 

lS7:< 

l-<7'-' 

IMM 

1S'^:{ 

ixii 

IXil 

1S7.S 

i'^S 

ISrtS 

1,s7j 

IsT"; 

1.S7U 

1>570 

Xa ?nesi.  A rt  of  Incorp . 

F'anners'  hank   March  iil,  isoi. 

l-iank  of  Troy   March  '.'J,  isll. 

Troy  Savlng.s  bank.  Aiull  -Jl!,  IS'^'S. 
Merchants'  and  Me- 

clianlcs'   April  2U,  \s-!Q. 

•Troy  City  bank....  April  19, 1S.<«. 
Troy  ExchauKe 

bank    Dec.  7,  1S3S. 

Coniiuerclal  bank  of 

Troy  

Howard   Trust  and 

Banking' Co  

*Unlon     bank  of 

Troy  

•State  bank  of  Troy 
'N'utual    bank  of 

Troy  

•Central    Bank  of 

Troy   Dec,  IS-^'i 

•Manufacturers' 

bank   

Market  bank  

Tiov  Savluj^s  Co  

First  National  bank. 
tUnlted  National 

bank   

National  E.xchange 

bank   


Aug.,lS39. 
FVb  1, 18il9. 


Jan.,  1S51. 


Nov.  -i  1,  iMo'J 


IKVJ. 

Jan.,  lN>?. 
June  -.nt.  1S.>4. 
Oct.  24,  istoa. 


Bf-gnn  huslnf^i. 
Dee.  1.  ISOl. 
isll. 

Aug.  3U,  ISiS. 
1»'>9. 

July  11, ls3y. 


lSrt9. 

April.  1S.J1. 
sept,  -i,  l.-O-i. 

Jan.   IS,  1"^^- 

Dec.   'JV,  1?5J 

May.  ISO.'. 
Sept.  ls:>i. 
l>ol. 

Jan.  1,  l>fU. 


March.  ISOO.  April  18.  Is^. 
18*15.   From  Market  bank. 


♦Changed  to  national  banks  In  W^j.  except  tiie  .Manu- 
factun  rs*  which  hiH-aine  a  national  tiank  In  l^'W. 
tFornied  from  Farmers'  bank  and  Hank  of  1  roy. 


TUK  POPVI-.^TIOX  OF  TKOY. 


1711.-.  

1S<H)  

iMiJ  

1>10  

ISlf)  



is-,'0  

is:«j  

l»;{o  


4:>')  I  i-iio. 

I,.vr2  I  1S15  . 

V.'j^t  I  ■."()'. 

1S7(). 
l  .s7o  . 

i.-i-K;. 


,  ii.r>.M 

.  l»<,UjW 


....  lO.^t 
....  •Jl.Ti'W 

 'ir>.'-<j 

.... 

....  ;i^.-.i3C» 
....  44.Ji:« 

....4^..'/ll 

. . . .  w,r3i 
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CHAPTER  IV. 
THE  TOWN  OF  LANSINGBURGII. 

The  Original  Patent  of  Stone  Arabia  — The  Old  Indian  Designa- 
tions—A Big  Fish  in  the  River  — De  Nieuw  Stadt  on  the  Uppkk 
Hudson  —  The  First  Settlers  of  Lansinchurgh  —  No  Slavish 
Submission  TO  Great  Britain  —  Commodore  Macdonou(;h  Present- 
ed with  Plate  —  Lansingburgh  in  1824  and  1s:3g  —  Summary  of 
the  History  of  its  Churches — Manufacturing  Interests— Cen- 
sus of  the  Town  from  1770. 


The  old,  original,  parchment  patents  relating  to 
the  possession  of  landed  estate  by  the  first  settlers 
of  the  province  of  New  Yorlv  are  quite  impres- 
sive in  the  manner  in  which  they  are  worded. 
These  documents  translate  us  to  a  period  when 
the  people  living  in  this  part  of  the  continent 
of  America  were  loyal  subjects  of  Endish 
kings,  whose  favor  was  sought  through  depu- 
ties to  give  the  necessary  legal  contirmation  to 
the  patents  by  which  they  acquired  ownership 
of  tracts  of  land  once  possessed  by  the  Indians. 
The  patent  of  Steene  Arabia, — the  first  name 
given  by  the  Dutch  to  a  part  of  the  territory 
now  included  in  the  present  bounds  of  the 
town  of  Lansingbunrh, — is  a  large  parclnnent 
manuscript,  to  which,  by  a  red  and  blue  cord, 
a  large  disk  of  figured  wax,  the  royal  seal,  pre- 
served in  a  silver  box,  is  attached. 

TASCAMCATICK. 

The  grand,  monarchical  phraseology  witli 
which  the  instrument  is  worded  is  rather  pecul- 
iar to  our  democratic  ears  : 

Thomas  Dongan,  licutcnamt-govenior  aud  vice- 
a«imiral  of  New  Y<jrk  and  its  (lepoiulencies  under 
his  majesty,  James  the  Second,  l)y  the  ^raee  of 
God,  of  England,  yeotlaiul,  France  and  Ireland, 
king,  defender  of  the  faith,  A:e.,  supreme  lord  and 
proprietor  of  tlie  e^iony  and- pro\inee  of  New 
Y'ork  and  its  dependencies  in  America,  S:c..  to  all 
whom  these  presents  shall  tome,  scndetli  meeting  : 
♦  *  ♦  Wht  rca?,  Francis  Lovelace.  E-~q..  one  of 
the  pt>nt)emen  of  his  majesty's  honurabU'  privy 
chamber  and  late  i^overn-.r  uf  tlie  pruvinee-  as 
aft)refiald,  did  by  patent  under  his  hand  and  sealed 
with  the  seal  of  the  province,  bearing  date  the 


first  day  of  September,  IfiTO.  did  -ive,  arant,  ratify 
and  confirm  unto  Robert  Saunders  of  AlijMay  ;i 
certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  called  by  the  Indi- 
ans Taseameatiek,  lying  on  the  east  fide  of  the 
North  river,  and  strctchin/?  alonast  the  said  river 
from  the  second  to  the  third  fprinj;  which  runnc 
over  to  the  west  side  of  the  river,  strikii:?;  iiit<*  the 
woods  up  to  the  hiirh  hills  and  inchulinfr  v.irhin  it 
a  piece  of  the  *  *  *  ;rround  or  hof.^  vallpy ;  *  * 
the  said  Robert  Saunders,  his  heirs  and  ri-si^ns. 
*  *  payinj:  as  a  quit  rent  for  tlic  same,  vcarly  and 
every  year,  two  bushels  of  winter  wheat,  if  de- 
manded unto  his  royal  highness. 

I'ASSQUASSICK. 

And  whereas  Sir  Edmund  Andross,  late  governor 
of  this  province,  as  aforesaid,  did  likewise  by  p:it- 
ent  under  his  hand  and  scaled  with  the  seal  of  the 
the  province,  bearint:  date,  0-Jd  March,  loro  and  'A 
did  give,  cvant  unto  the  said  Robert  Saunders  of 
Albany,  a  certain  parcel  or  piece  of  woodland  ly- 
ing on  the  east  side  of  the  North  river,  above  Al- 
bany, to  the  smith  of  the  said  land  above  recited, 
called  by  the  Indians  Passquas«iek,  as  also  a  small 
island,  near  thereunto,  commcmly  known  by  the 
name  of  the  whale  fishinc:  i>land,  containing  in 
breadth  to  the  north,  one  hundred,  seventy  re-d, 
and  to  the  south  one  lumdred  rod,  in  Icnrrtli  four 
hundred  and  ninety  rod,  amounting'  in  all  to  one 
hundred  and  one  quarter  of  a  morcan  or  alxuit 
two  hundred  twenty  acres  and  a  half,  ♦  *  the 
said  Robert  Saunders,  »  *  *  paying  therefor 
yearly  and  every  year  unto  his  majesty's  hi^'hness 
a^^  a  quit  rent,  one  bushel  of  pood  winter  wlicut, 
A-e. 

From  the  above  tract  there  was  excepted  "  a 
certain  piece  of  woodland,  which  he,  tlie  said 
Robert  Saunders,  did  sell  and  alienate  to  I'eter 
Van  Woggelum,  lying  to  the  southward  of 
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IM.skawen  kill,  which  creek  or  kill  .separates  and 
makes  the  bounda  between  the  above  recited 
laud,  and  what  was  sold  unto  the  said  I'cter 
Van  Woggeluni  as  by  KoberL  :^aunder^s  deed 
under  hand  bearing  date  the  lOth  September, 
1681." 

PAEN3ICK. 

The  patent  which  also  transfers  this  property 
of  Robert  Saunders  to  Johannes  Wendell,  a 
farmer,  of  Albany  county,  further  recites  that 
the  said  Johannes  Wendell  did  by  tiovernor 
Dongan's  license  '*  purchase  of  the  native  In- 
dians another  piece  of  woodland  adjoining  to 
the  northermoet  part  of  the  several  tracts  of 
land  above  recited  and  stretches  along  the  river 
side,  northward  to  a  certain  kill  or  crct^k  tailed 
by  the  Indians  Paensick,  over  against  Jan  Van 
Wessel's  land,  that  lies  in  the  Ilalf-moon,  and 
from  the  said  creek  unto  the  woods  as  far  as 
the  high  hills,  and  from  thence  southward  to 
the  bounds  of  the  lands  above  said." 

The  above  patent,  which  conveyed  the 
property  of  Robert  Saunders  to  Johannes  Wen- 
dell, was  signed  by  Gov.  Thomas  Dongan,  July 
22,  1(>8G,  and  afterw^ards  confirmed  May  2S, 
1*755,  by  Gov.  James  De  Lancey. 

WALVISCn  EVLANT. 

WTiale  island,  or  as  the  Dutch  called  it, 
Wah'isch  eijlant,  purchased  by  Robert  Saun- 
ders, has,  by  the  building  of  the  state  dam, 
been  submerged  by  the  higher  waters  of  the 
Hudson.  The  story  as  related  by  Van  der 
Douck,  in  his  description  of  New  Netherland, 
runs  as  follows  :  The  winter  of  1640-7  was  ex- 
tremely cold,  and  the  river  closed  November 
the  2r)th  and  remained  so  for  four  months 
thereafter.  In  the  month  of  March  a  great 
freshet  occurred,  by  which  the  water  of  the 
river  l)ecarae  nearly  fresh  to  the  bay,  when  at 
ordinary  seasons  the  salt  flows  up  from  -20  to  24 
miles  [a  Dutch  mile  is  about  three  English 
miles]  from  the  sea.  At  this  season  two 
whales  of  common  size  swam  up  the  river 
40  miles,  from  which  place  one  of  them 
returned  and  stranded  about  12  miles 
from  the  sea,  near  which  four  others 
stmnded  the  same  year.  The  other  ran  further 
up  the  riv(ir  and  grounded  near  tlie  creat  Cha- 
hoos  falls,  about  43  miles  from  the  sea.  This 
fish  was  tolerably  fat,  for.  although  the  citizens 
of  Rensselaer  wyck  broikxl  out  a  great  ((uantity  of 
train  oil.  still  the  whole  river,  (tiie  current  being 
still  rapid)  was  oily  for  threi^  weeks,  and  cov- 
ered with  ;^rease.  As  the  tish  lay  rottin^:.  the  j 
air  was  infected  with  its  stench  to  sueh  a  d.  gree  ! 
tliat  the  .smell  was  otiensive  ami  in-reeptiblt'  for  | 
two  miles  leeward.  For  what  purpose  th-).so  j 
whales  ascended  the  river  so  far,  it  being  at  the 


time  about  40  mih-s  from  all  salt  or  brackish 
water,  it  is  diHieult  to  say,  unless  their  ^-reat 
desire  for  tish,  which  were  plenty  at  this  season, 
led  them  onvv.ird." 

The  citizens  of  Rensselaerwyck.  of  whom 
Van  der  Doiik  speaks,  did  not  live  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinity  of  Whale  island,  for  at  the  early 
date  mentioned,  the  land  at  the  conllucnce  of 
the  Mohawk  and  Hudson  rivers  was  still  unoc- 
cupied by  settlers. 

TUE  rURCn.VSE   OF    ABKAIIAM    JACOB  LANSn«fO. 

The  conveyance  of  the  territory  embraced  in 
the  Stone  Arabia  patent,  by  Robert  Wendell, 
jr.,  heir  of  J«iiannes  Wendell,  to  Abraham 
Jacob  Lansing,  begins  with  these  words:  "This 
indenture  made  and  concluded  the  21  day  of 
June  in  the  3  year  of  the  reign  of  King  (Jeorge 
the  third  &  of  our  Lord  1703,  between  Robert 
Wendell  of  Steene  Arabia,  in  the  county  of 
Albany,  ha  the  pro\'ince  of  New  York, 
yeoman  of  the  one  part,  and  Abraham 
Jacob  Lansingh  of  the  same  place,  gentleman, 
of  the  other  part."  The  price  paid  for  the 
land  was  "  the  sum  of  three  humlred  pounds 
can-ency  money."  From  the  above  tract  was 
excepted  a  part  which  had  been  sold  previously 
to  Simon  Van  Antwerpe,  but  which  was  then 
owned  by  William  Rogers. 

The  name  Steene  Arabia,  or  Stone  Arabia, 
given  to  this  land  was  bestowed  most  likely  on 
account  of  the  great  quantity  of  coarse  gravel 
and  water-worn  stones  which  were  thickly  em- 
bedded by  deposition  in  its  surface  soil.  It  was 
perhaps,  this  peculiar  condition  of  the  land  that 
induced  Abraham  Jacob  Lansing  to  have  a 
part  of  it  surveyed  and  laid  out  into  building 
lots  in  1771. 

NEW  CITY. 

The  map  of  this  survey  is  to  be  seen  in  the 
Albany  county  clerk's  oCice.  A  description  of 
the  city  of  Lansingburgh  is  engrossed  upon  it, 
as  follows : 

This  map  deseribeth  a  tnxet  of  land  lyim;  on  the 
east  side  of  lliuisuu's  river,  about  ei;:ht  luiles 
above  the  city  of  Albany,  and  is  layed  out  in  a 
rejrular  s(iuato  fur  tlie  erect of  a  city  by  the 
name  (>f  LansinL:bur;:h  ;  the  lots  are  one  liiui'lred 
and  twenty  feet  hmir  and  fifty  wide.  The  streets  arc 
seventy  feet  wide,  and  tlio  alleys  M  feet  wide  :  the 
oblonj;  square  (the  Cireeu  or  Park)  in  the  center  is 
res(Tved  for  publiek  uses.  Liiid  down  by  a  scale 
of  ninety  feet  to  an  inch.  Jutic  7,  1771.  Joseph 
lilanchard,  surveyor,  May  11,  1771.  A.  Jacob  Lan- 
sing. 

Undoubtedly  the  pun)<'>se  of  Abraham  Jacob 
LansiuLTin  thus  divi<ling  up  his  cstiite,  t  iu'iit 
years  after  purchasing  it,  was  of  a  speculative 
characti-r.  His  shrewd  discernment  was  well 
rewarded  when  the  tide  of  emigration  from  the 
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New  England  pro\ince3  set  towards  it,  and 
made  the  newly  laid  out  city  a  notable  place  of 
trade  and  comuioroe  at  the  head  of  navigation. 
The  Dutch  name,  SU-uw  .Stadt,  the  New  City, 
ta  coutradi-stinction  to  (k  Omk  iitadt,  the  Old 
City,  as  Albany  was  called,  was,  either  in  its 
Dutch  or  English  form,  the  most  common  term 
by  which  Lansingburgh  was  at  tlrst  known. 

THE  NAME  OF  IT3  FIRST  SETTLERS. 

The  growth  of  Lansingburgh  is  in  part 
marked  by  the  sale  of  the  lots  exhibited  on  the 
old  map.  The  limits  of  the  new  city  were 
North,  East  and  South  streets,  and  on  the  west, 
the  river.  The  names  of  the  first  settlers,  and 
the  time  of  their  purchase  of  lots,  are  given  in 
the  following  list : 

Nam^  and  time  of  pnrchn'^e.  No.  of  lot  or  loV>. 

Kobert  ^  ;it(?s,  March  T.  1770  

John  Dunbar,  March  9.  1770    81,  82,  l.^'i 

B.-nJ.  French,  March  ,'0,  1770  17,18 

EUnor  Tavlor.  May  -25,  1770  1.  2 

Jacob  A.  Lauding,  Oct.  7,  1770  KS,  21ti 

.'Vh'm  B!a;iu,  Oct.  '25.  1770   5,  211 

Ipnac  Lansing',  Oct.  20,  177ii  fif) 

Jonathiin  Wirkwire.  Dec.  1'.  1770  SI 

Ssniael  Halstoad,  Dec.  10.  1770  102 

John  Barber,  Jan.  26,  1771  240 

Anne  Haraersloy,  March  80,  1771  ;  225,  2.S;^ 

(ira  to  18.3. 1S.J.  18(),  187.. 
Hores  Bancker,  June  S,  1771..  {    to  192,  and  water  lot 

I  25. 

Ch:\rlefl  Meal.  June  S,  1771  11 

Anthony  Kutpers.  June  S.  1771  105,  129 

F.Tcrt  Bancker,  June  11,  1771  113 

Peter  Curtinu?,  June  11,  1771  S 

Alex.  McClean.  June  18. 1771  7,  2.'37 

"VValdron  Blaau,  June  18, 1771  5,  iNi 

Jonathan  Brewer,  Aup.  24,  1771  0«,  212 

Kldart  Funds,  Dec.  8.  1771  ,  50 

John  D.  Funda,  Dec.  27. 1771  97  to  90 

Mayeklc  McCoy.  Doc.  27.  1771  2i;{ 

Isaac  H.  Lansiric,  Dec.  r>0,  1771  ^1 

Ab'm  K.  Van  Vlcek,  Jan.  31, 1772..  j  ^i-atcriotsln  To% 

Jonathan  Severs,  Feb.  22.1772  209,210 

Charles  Reed.  Feb.  2rt,  1772    2r'.(i 

Francis  Lansinc,  April  21.  1772  14,  ,4  of  15,  2«1 

Heudrlck  l.auiinpr.  Aprt!  24.  1772  1»; 

J.mies  Abeei,  .lime  20,  1772  3,  IK?,  154 

Ab'ni  Brluk^^^rhooi,  June  22.  1772  150,  lOo 

Ab'm  NlNon,  Jiilv  21.  1772  20:3.  2«;4 

Thomas  Hi  itf,  Jiilv  22.  1772  HO 

Cornelius  S.  S.  brlug.  July  22.  1772  

James  Van  Varlck.  .Tuly  22,  1772  SO 

John  D.  Witt,  Ju!v  22,  1772  2.rr 

i'.  irnet  DeClyn. /uly  28.  1772  12 

Jimert  iforan.  Nov.  18.  1772  50 

Volkart  Da\v-<.n.  Feb.  8.  1772  205 

Unis  KIpp,  July  10,  1772  2llf. 

(ierrlt  and  Gafherine  \'an  Wle.  Aug.  27, 1772.... 1»J,  i;;i 

lialph  Watson,  Sept.  11.  177'J  SS 

Joneph  Norrts,  Oct.  22.  1772  TkS 

John  SkitMuirton,  -Vpril  7,  177t  127 

Patrick  Smith,  .June  8.  1774  1" 

J.-hn  Tllnian,  Au;:.  y.  1774  5<; 

-Marpret  Tllnuin,  An;.:.  S,  1774  •>.> 

.\!no8  (.rnves,  Nov.  25.  1774  ;  8.><.  a<.i 

I't  t.  r  \\  eaver,  D^c.  0.  1'.74  70.  so 

I'eter  Ooewy.  Feb.  21.  17:5  lOO 

Ab'm  J.  Ouderklrk,  .M.ireh  t(.  1775  121 

Joseph  Youii^:.  Ajirll  H.  1775  12:?.  124 

Frunciscuj  Lan:-ii),Lr.  .A.pr!l  -..'7,  1775  2o,  2«,  44.  \o 

^\  vnkoop  and  Ti  ii  Kvk.  May  8.  1775  285 

Mos.w  Holt.  :<«'pf- 20.  177t<  2-1 

Hliliam  N!cf'.>N.  I'cb.  5.  1777    8:: 

Pttrl<-k  .McNifT.  1-  eh.  S.  1777  ".  

William  .Met. ill.  .\pril  it.  1777  ...82 

Wnilam  ("onklln,  Ju:\.'  2S.  1777   0.  Id 

James  TiM.nM, -Ma.  A;.;  !)  15.1778  t^^"-- 

'  \  '     , ''{■•  :  ::.  17>0  •■-) 

.•  '  ■  ,     ,  .r  i:-.  II.  1- 

i  -  ,       ,  ■  I    !   :;it.  ITSO  71,  7-. 

1  ,  ;  .  i,'  >  ,  .       ..  ;Mt;H    In.  17S<  40 

■       (  h.!i;i;.er-,  M.;;      M,  17M  »8 

■!:--.k!.U!.|  ar.,1      VI),.,,;-.  Mavell  7,  17S5  47.  4S 

T^MHui-*  Knui.f.  M'ri.       17^5  ,^.40 

Juiiu  V.iii  Cortland,  Nov.  1, 17^»  85, 585 
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Platf  and  'Wmiums,  April  21. 178/1  Watpr  b.i  i? 

Mnrfa  Kopa,  March  7.  17^«  '^(» 

.lolm  Van  i:en«-^<  laer.  June  1,  178<»  Water  lot  Iti 

Caleh  (.'arr.  .June  Ui.  17su  .\~ 

Aaron  Ward,  Julv  17.  17^<l...,  *u 

BenJ.unln  Stu di-r."  Jul v  2h,  ns*')  •,'7.> 

Curnelhi.H  Van(b'buii:li,  ^.  [.t.  10,  Xim  H»8,  Wi 

.\^'Tuis  Murry.  Sept.  28.  17^n  iV.l 

Niiilianli  l  .lacobn,  Nov.  15.  17s7  Water  lot  H 

Kben-ver  tOoU  y,  March  11.  17ss  l:t 

James  Bojir-".  Jr..  Nov.  is.  17^8  281.  2:t2 

Levliiu.s  LaiisUiK,  Jan.  14,  ITl'0  1 15 

William  .VdaiuM,  no  dute  im 

Joshua  BurnJiam,  no  date  01 

James  Caldwell,  no  date  M,  :?<i 

Jeremiah  Comstook.  no  date  si 

Peter  Ho;;!-,  no  date  W'-S 

Hutch  .\TcCarty,'no  date  IKi 

.failles  .Mc.Murray,  no  date  70 

.\aron  N'oMe,  no  date  02 

School  lots,  no  date  108,  IW,  182,  m 

WiUlam  Scott,  no  date   18».  i;«.  llfi 

Smith  and  Whitney,  no  date  

Rarnt  TenKyck.  no  date  1  lo 

Hendrlck  Van  Arnam.  no  date  7»> 

Fredt  rlck  A\  eaver.  no  date  58.  :a 

Jonathan  Wood,  no  date  .-  H  I 

Peier  W.  Yates,  no  date  ai,  .52,  104 

THE  TOWN  AND  BOROUGU  OF  STONE  ARABIA. 

The  local  government  of  the  town  and  bor- 
ough of  Stone  Arabia  was  in  1771  vested  in  a 
committee  of  tive  persons,  chosen  by  the  inhab- 
itants and  freehoIJers  yearly.  The  other  of- 
ficers elected  annually  wore  a  moderator,  a 
town  clerk,  a  pathmaster  and  three  fence- 
viewers. 

The  first  officers  of  the  town  and  borough  in 
1T71  were : 

Moderator,  Ebcuezer  Marvin  ;  clerk.  Thomas  S. 
Diamond;  committee.  Abraliam  Jaeob  Laiisiti::. 
Ti^aac  Bofrart,  John  Barber,  Kbcuc/er  Marvin  .-ind 
Benjamin  French  ;  pathmaster,  Abraham  Wen- 
dell;  fcnee  viewor.s,  Kobert  Wendell,  Levinun 
Lansing'  and  Isaac  Van  Arnum. 

The  records  of  these  town  meeting's  eon- 
tribute  the  followint;  names  to  the  list  of  the 
inhaV)itants  of  Stone  Arabia  at  this  early 
period : 

1772— WiUiam  Spotten,  William  rembL'rt>n, 
Ralph  Watson,  Joshua  Au.'stin,  Josiab  Kose,  Abra- 
ham Stephens,  Nathaniel  Oaks,  John  Walker. 
Archibald  Campbell,  Aldah  Funda,  Antliuny  Van 
Schaick. 

177.V-Roger  Noble.  Jolin  Bree/.iiii:,  Stephen  Mar- 
vin. AVilliam  Carr,  James  Wilson.  Benjamin  Kvans. 
Joseph  Jov,  Obediah  Bfiith«.use. 

1T74-I)a\id  Callinder,  Christopher  Tillman,  J<'lm 
B.  Wjnikoop,  Conu  lius  Lansini;,  .Miehael  IIousu- 
wirt,  John  Follett.  Daniel  Toneray,  John  Clark. 
Adonijah  Starnbourdi.  Cornelius  Noble,  Fredi  ru  k 
Weaver. 

1777-  James  Williams. 

1781— Albert  Pawling,  Jeremiah' lloocland. 

17S.v-,iohn  Van  UtMis-^elaer,  Horace  Seymour. 
Sidney  Berry,  Samuel  Cu.^^swell. 

K  PATRIOTIC  PLEDGE. 

The  news  of  tli.'  bnttle  of  Lexington,  fnuui  t 
onth.i  I'.Uh  of  April.  177r>,  when  heard  by  il.e 
peoi.le  of  Lansiiiuburgh,  awakened  all  th.  ir 
pride  i  nd  love  of  country.  They  felt  the  neces- 
sity oi    defending  themselves  against  llie  ag- 
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gresslons  of  the  British  soldiery.  They  hold 
meetings  and  discugsod  the  qiiestionw  affei  tliitr 
the  interests  of  th<>  proplo.  They  plcdirod  oi..> 
another  in  an  a^eenient  which  is  remarkable 
for  its  patriotic  fervor  and  loyal  seutinieuts.  It 
was  as  follows  : 

Lansinoburgh.  May  22,  177.\— A  general  a.xsocla- 
tioD  acrreed  to  and  subscribed  l)y  the  freemen, 
freeholders  and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lan- 
sinjjburgh  and  patent  of  ."Stone  Arabia  : 
Persuaded  that  the  salvation  of  tlie  ri^rhts  and 
liberties  of  America  depend,-»,  under  Uod,  on  the 
firm  union  of  its  inhabitants  in  a  vljroruus  prose 
cution  of  the  measures  necessarj^  for  its  safety,— 
convinced  of  the  necessity  of  preventing  the  an- 
archy and  confusion  wlilch  attend  a  dissolution  of 
the  power  of  povemmeut,  we,  the  freemen,  free- 
holders and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lanslni,'- 
bugh  and  patent  of  Stone  Arabia,  beincr  {greatly 
alarmed  at  the  avowed  desifm  of  the  British  min- 
istry to  raise  a  revenue  in  America,  and  shocked 
by  the  bloody  scenes  now  enactinj?  in  Massachu- 
setts bay  government,  in  the  most  solemn  manner, 
Ri\<»)lv€d,  Never  to  become  slaves,  and  do  associ- 
ate ourselves  under  all  the  ties  of  relifrion,  honor 
and  love  to  our  country,  to  adopt  and  to  endeavor 
to  carry  into  execution  whatever  measures  may  be 
recommended  by  the  continental  confess,  or  re- 
solved by  our  provincial  convention,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preserving  our  constitution,  and  opposin?: 
the  execution  of  the  several  arbitrary  and  oi'pres- 
sive  acts  of  the  British  parliament,  until  a  reconcil- 
iation between  Great  Britain  and  America,  on  con- 
stitutional principles  can  be  obtained,  than  which 
we  wish  for  nothing  nK-re  ardently,  and  we  do 
hereby  covenant,  promise  and  agree  that  we  will 
in  all  things  follow  the  advice  pf  our  general  com- 
mittee respecting  the  purpose  aforesaid,  the  pres- 
ervation of  peace,  good  order  and  safety  of  the  in- 
dividuals and  private  property. 

Abraham  Jacob  Lansin^h,  Christopher  Tillman, 
John  D.  Wynkoop,  Daniel  Toneray.  Jonathan  Se- 
vers, Henry  Pollock,  >[ichael  Housewirt.  John 
Fine,  Stephen  Marvin.  James  Botrgs.  Abraham 
Ouderkirk,  Ephraim  (iriswould.  Samuel  Hiizciiis. 
James  Willscm,  Justus  Brown,  John  (  lark,  D  tvid 
Layton,  Francis  Hode,  John  Sloan.  Gerry  Lane, 
Samuel  Burns,  Isaac  Van  Arnum,  Hobcrt  Wendell. 
Pennell  Brf>wn.  Frederick  Weaver,  Levmus  Lan- 
slngh,  William  Thompkius,  Joseph  Bacon.  John 
Dunbar.  Peletiah  Winched.  John  Young.  Levinus 
Levej-se.  (Jershom  French,  Joseph  Junes,  John 
Skitlintrton,  Thomas  Cook,  William  NichoUs.  Alex- 
ander Boyd.  John  Winn,  Joslah  Itose,  Daniel 
Sliaw,  Aaron  Ward.  William  O-nkling,  Kdwara 
Bruster.  Samuel  Bru^ter.  Jacob  A.  Lansinch. 

A  line  copy  of  the  oritrinal  association  paper, 
drawed  this  l.^th  day  of  June.  177.'). 

Chr.  TirrMAN.  Town  Clerk. 

f^oLDIEKS  OF  THE  KEVOIATION. 

l.ansinghurgh.  in  the  dark  hours  of  the  revo- 
lutionary war,  .'^ent  forth,  from  their  new  homes, 
band.s  of  patriotic  men,  who  with  willing  hearts 


defended,  while  connected  with  the  array  of 
the  North,  the  frontier  towns  on  the  ui»per 
Jlud.son.  from  the  inva<ling  army  under  Bur- 
^?oyne.  Under  Gens.  Schuyler  and  Gales  they 
won  honor.ible  mention.  The  following  muster 
and  pay-rolls  exhibit  the  names  of  the  oOieers 
and  privates  of  two  Lansingburgh  companies 
doing  service  as  militia  men  of  Albany  county 
in  1777 : 

A  roll  of  the  Lansingburgh  company  of  Col. 
Stephen  L  Schuyler's  militia,  Feb.  17,  17; 7  : 

Christopher  Tillnian,  captain. 

Abraham  Ten  Eyck,  Jonathan  Severs,  lieuten- 
ants. 

John  Clark,  ensign. 

Daniel  Toneray,  Aaron  Ward,  William  Conklin, 
Jonathan  Doudas.  sergeants. 

William  Willouirhby,  James  Barber,  James  Sloan. 
Stephen  Marvin,  Jr.,  corporals. 

(Jeorge  Lane.  Abraham  J.  Ouderkirk.  Henry  Van 
Anium.  Robert  Thompson,  Samuel  Burns,  Levinus 
Lansingh,  William  Thoinkins,  Samuel  Benaett, 
Michael  Housesvirt.  Comfort  Sh.aw,  i.oorce  Ma  -tin. 
Kobert  Amistronir,  Conrad  Hentlebeeker.  J<dm 
Dunbar,  Kobert  j)unbar,  John  ll(»gg,  Peletiah 
Winchell,  Ifc^nry  Campbell,  Kenjamin  Bruster. 
Samuel  Bruster,  John  Young,  Levinus  Leversc. 
Solomon  Goewy,  Francis  Ilogel,  Isaac  Van  Arnum. 
Thomas  Martin,  F-phraim  Gnswould,  Jebez  tJris- 
would,  William  Carr.  John  Wool.  Christopher 
Pamser,  John  Barber,  Job  Paddock.  William  Spot- 
ton.  Nicholas  Fisher,  Justus  Brown,  James  Per- 
kins, Joseph  Perkins.  John  Walker.  (Jeortre  Van 
Vleck.  George  Boyd,  Leonard  Milh  r,  MMUlani 
Boyd,  John  Follet,  Phineas  Bacon,  William  Doug- 
la-s,  privates. 

Pay-roll  of  Capt.  Cornelius  Noble's  company  in 
Stephen  I.  Schuyler's  regiment  of  Albany  miiitia, 
to  August  11th,  1777: 
Cornelius  Noble,  captain. 
Samuel  Shaw.  John  Cl.'irke,  lieutenants. 
John  Byly,  t>nsit:n. 

Hugh  McManus,  Williani  Greenfield.  Samuel 
Lape,  Hezeklah  Hull.  William  Nortcm.  sergeants. 

James  B.irber,  Stephen  Marvin.  Saum.-l  Fra/.or. 
John  S.  Fine,  corporals. 

Emanuel  Hennleke,  drummer. 

Hercules  Kronekhyfe,  Al)raham  Knmckhyte. 
William  Crannell.  Hi  iidriek  strunek.  Jacob  Fel- 
low. William  Cooper.  John  Van  Ostrander.  Hen- 
driek  Ploss.  Jr..  Jacob  Smitli.  William  Morris, 
John  Haimah.  I.-^uae  Crannel.  Samuel  Evans  Job 
Paddock.WiUiam  Wiilouu'hby.  John  Facet.  Matthew 
Marvin.  Andrew  C(dehammer.  Daniel  (iroylwrger. 
John  Vaiider  W.irken.  Ephraim  (Jriswould.  David 
R;indel,  Joseph  L)ody.  Bethuel  Greenfield.  Solomon 
(iriniths.  Steplien  .Mllhird.  Jo.sliua  H.mdul.  Stej.hen 
Bandal.  Beubeu  Bompis.  Ephraim  Jaek.>^on.  I.-rael 
Brooks.  Jacob  Van  Every.  Philip  llaner.  Joseph 
Penson.  i:i.  az<  r  Hill.  .\ndre;i.s  Barott.  El>ene7er 
r.aker.  I'r.Mn  is  Hoifel.  John  Fniz«-r.  John  <  aruer. 
Folket  .Miller.  Peter  Minidi,  Andreas  Parker,  Ch-- 
l-arls.  Val.Mtine.  Jo.-t  liarwlek,  John  Walter. 
Frederick  Conrad.    John  Craver.  Garrlt  Peek. 


HISTORY  OB'  THE  TOWNS 

Ktu'lf  Ost  rum,  John  LiinKint,'.  Thomas  Martin,  John 
K.'Uy,  S<.lomon  Uuttler,  Ilcndrick  I'los.s,  Tetor 
<'uoDH,  Isaiah  Durhuia,  privatcf*. 

THE  OLD  LANDMARKS. 

The  sites  of  several  of  the  homesteads  of  the 
ejirlier  settlers  of  Stone  Arabia  are  marked  on 
the  map  of  the  manor  of  Ken.s.selaerwyek,  made 
by  Jno.  R.  Bleeker  in  17^7.  The  north  line  of 
tlie  manor,  north  S-S^^  east,  in  placed  north  of  the 
fourth  braneh  of  the  Mohawk  river,  about  where 
is  now  the  Union  brid^'e  between  Waterford 
and  Lansingburgh.  On  Sauthier's  map  of  the 
provinee  of  New  York,  1779,  the  inclosing 
boundary  lines  of  the  patent  of  Stone  Arabia 
are  south  of  this  line.  A  map  of  Rensselaer- 
wyek,  drawn  by  Robert  Yates,  alderman  of  the 
city  of  Albany,  who  made  a  survey  of  the  manor 
lines  in  1773,  assisted  by  Gerardus  Lansing,  a 
baker  of  Albany,  and  Nicholas  Marselius,  a 
silversmith  of  the  same  city,  as  chainraan, 
the  north  line  of  the  manor  is  located  south 
of  the  second  branch  of  the  Mohawk  river. 
This  line,  instead  of  being  the  north  line  of  the 
manor,  was  most  likely  the  south  line  of  the 
patent  of  Stone  Arabia.  This  inference  is  well 
supported  by  the  lines  given  by  Sauthier. 
Bleeker  and  Yates  agree  in  the  location  of  the 
points.  On  the  latter's  map  appears  a  small 
stream  north  of  Lansingburgh,  named  Koele 
Killitie,  south  of  this  creek  Iser  Berg  creek, 
south  of  it  Iser  Berg,  then  the  fourth 
spruyt  of  the  Mohawk,  then  the  third 
spruyt,  then  Stone  Arabia,  or  Lansing- 
burgh, opposite  of  which  is  an  island, 
on  which  is  the  name  of  Anthony 
Van  Schaick,  then  Whale  Fish  island,  then  the 
middle  or  second  spruyt,  on  the  south  line  of 
which,  extended  to  the  east  side  of  the  river, 
is  the  house  of  William  Rogers,  then  a  long 
line,  erroneously  drawn  as  the  north  boundary 
of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerw>'<-'k,  which  is  de- 
scribed as  "a  line  north  7U^  west  as  the  needle 
I>ointed,  1737,  from  the  present  northwest 
corner  of  Massachusetts  bay  to  II  ud- 
sijn's  river,  21  miles,  21  chains,  75  links." 
This  line  appears  to  be  about  l,r)00  feet  north 
of  the  Piseawken  kill.  The  residence  of  Al)ra- 
ham  Jacob  Lansing  is  still  to  l>e  seen  on  the 
east  side  of  State  street,  No.  40.'),  north  of  the 
oil  cloth  manufactory  of  Deborah  Power-^ 
S<jnH.  The  three  sons  of  Jacob  A.  Lansing 
Were  Jacob  A.  Lansing,  wlio  died  February  2.o, 
1^)1 ;  Cornelius  Lansing,  who  died  April  2;i. 
1N42,  and  Levinus  Lansing,  who  died  in  1*?37. 
t'< .melius  Lansing's  residence  was  wiuit  is  now 
ktxjwn  as  the  Ablx>y  i»roperty  ;  and  that  of 
L'  Vinus  Lansing,  where  now  is  the  home  of 
David  Judson,  No.  3  drove  street.   Jacob  C. 
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Tensing,  the  son  of  Cornelius  Lansing,  and 
father  of  Charles  J.  Lansing,  Esq.,  died  July 
10,  is:y2. 

TUE  UKOWTH  OF  THE  NEW  CITY. 

In  1788  Elkanah  Watson,  while  making  a  tonr 
throu^'h  New  York,  visited  New  City  aiul  wrote 
ius  follows  concerning  it :  "  I  spent  a  day  in  ex- 
aminin;,'  this  locality,  [ Vand«-rheyd«!n,  tlie  site 
of  Troy,]  and  tiien  walked  on  the  banks  of  the 
llud.son,  a  distance  of  three  miles  to  New  City, 
where  I  eontiimed  .several  days.  This  place  is 
thronged  by  mercantile  «!migrants,  principally 
from  New  Emciaiid,  wIkj  have  (;njoyed  a  very 
exteii.sive  and  lucrative  trade,  supplyint:  V<'r- 
niont  and  the  region  of  both  banks  of  the  Hud- 
son, as  far  as  Lake  George,  with  merchandise  ; 
and  receiving  in  payment  wheat,  pot  and  pearl 
ashes  and  lumber." 

Elkanah  Watson  was  at  this  early  date  In- 
sfH>eting  the  country  and  examining  the  river 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  cost  of  a 
canal  to  the  west.  Alluding  to  this  project,  he 
further  writes  : 

In  the  view  of  ascending  by  locks  from  the  Uud- 
son  into  the  Mohawk  river,  it  appears  to  roe  that 
the  obstacles  at  this  place  [Cohoes  falls]  will  be 
much  greater  than  to  cut  a  canal  across  the  i>iue 
plains,  into  a  grand  basin,  back  of  Albany.  I  took 
passage  in  a  batteau  at  New  City  to  Albany, 
for  the  purpose  of  sounding  the  river.  The  result 
of  my  examination  satisfied  me  that  in  onliimry 
tides  five  or  six  feet  may  be  carried  to  wUliiu  a 
mile  of  New  City,  an<l  from  thence  to  tliat  tuwu 
15  or  18  inches. 

Respecting  the  navigableness  of  the  river  to 
New  City,  the  following  paragraplis  from  the 
Aincnoii^  S^jij,  March  8,  1703,  published  in  Lan- 
singbugh,  show  the  size  of  the  vessels  which 
ascended  the  river  to  that  height  : 

The  sloop  Arabia,  of  90  tuns  burden,  arrived  at 
this  place  yesterday  and  i*  now  loading  for  New- 
York. 

It  is  of  great  importance  to  the  busln«»6  of  tlie 
place  that  vessels  of  HO  or  (X)  tons  can  ptmerally 
load  at  our  docks  throncli  the  wprlnu'  s.-tison.  at 
which  time  the  most  of  the  produce  «.f  the  country 
is  shipped  off;  an.t  It  Is  contemplated  that  th- 
same  advantage  will  contmue  throuuh  the  wh-.le 
season  alter  the  present  year,  as  dams  are  tu  be 
erected  next  summer  to  give  a  sufticient  depth  of 
water  up  to  this  town  to  navigate  vessels  of  40  and 
.V)  tons  burthen. 

Previous  to  the  establishment  of  a  postoftice 
at  Lansingburgh  letters  wc-re  transmitted  to  the 
postonice  at  Albany  by  post-riders  or  stage- 
ilrivers.  Ananias  Piatt,  to  whom  had  l>eeii 
granted  in  17-:>  by  the  .state  h-gislature  the  ex- 
clusive rit,'ht  to  run  a  line  of  ata«eF  between 
Lansingl)uri:li  and  Albany,  advertised  in  tli«* 
r,,h,\il  l/if.iUl  that  "  the  public  will  ph  ase  t^ke 
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notice  that  fourpence  will  bt^  required,  as  post- 
age, for  each  letter  which  may  he  conveyed 
by  the  stage  from  Lau<ini,'buri;h  to  Albany,  or 
from  Albany  to  Lan.<im:bui-t,'h.  Those  who 
witih  to  have  their  letters  conveyed  by  the  year, 
will  make  their  arrauij;ement.s  with  A.  Piatt." 

In  April,  1791,  Stephen  Gorham  was  ap- 
pointed deputy  postKiaster  for  Lansinp:burgh, 
but  a  postofflcc  was  not  established  in  the  place 
until  June,  17^2. 

The  increase  of  travel  between  Lansinffburgh 
and  the  neighboring  places  was  thus  spoken  of 
in  17% : 

A  few  years  ago  there  was  but  one  sta^e  between 
this  town  and  Albany.  It  was.  established  and 
mahitained  at  great  expense  by  A.  Piatt,  and  for  a 
considerable  time  had  little  encouragement.  He, 
however,  persevered,  and  at  this  day,  tliis  mode 
of  travehng  has  su  inereased,  that  20  stages  pass 
and  repass  daily  between  the  neighlx)ruig  towns 
of  Lansinghurgh,  Troy,  Waterfurd  and  Albany, 
averaging  more  than  1">0  passengers  per  day,  a 
proof  of  our  growth  and  prosperity. 

L.^JS-SINGIirRGn  INCOIirORATED. 

The  preamble  to  the  act  under  which  the  first 
trustees  of  Lansinghurgh  were  appointed 
passed  April  5,  1790.  begins  with  a  historical 
statement  that  "whereas,  in  that  part  of  the 
town  of  Rensselaerv^yck.  in  the  county  of  Al- 
bany, hereinafter  described,  a  considerable 
number  of  houses  are  already  erected  and  oc- 
cupied by  merchants,  mechanics  and  others,  to 
the  advancement  of  commerce  and  manufactures 
in  the  state ;  and  in  order  to  enable  them  to 
regulate  their  internal  police  and  secure  the 
benefits  of  certain  commonable  lands  lying 
within  the  same,  have  prayed  that  they  might 
be  enabled  to  appoint  trustees." 

It  was  then  enaeted  tliat  John  Van  Kens- 
selaer,  Christopher  Tilliman,  Elijah  Janes, 
Aaron  Ward,  Stephen  Gorham,  Ezra  llickok 
and  Levinus  Lansing  should  "  be  the  first 
trustees  for  the  freeholders  and  inhabitants  of 
that  part  of  the  town  of  Kensselaerwyck  com- 
monly called  Lansinghurgh." 

The  powers  conferred  upon  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  at  their  annual  town  meetings, 
made  it  their  duty  to  direct  the  use  and  nuiu- 
agement  of  their  common  lands,  and  respecting 
the  cutting  of  the  wock.I  on  the  same  ;  to  estab- 
lish prudential  rules  relative  to  the  cleaning 
and  keei'ing  in  order  and  n,pair  the  common 
streets  and  highways  of  Lansinghurgh;  to 
ccmiHil  tl\e  housekeepers  of  Lansinghurgh  to 
furnish  themselves  Avith  a  sutlicient  number  of 
proper  lire-buekets,  and  with  necessary  tools 
and.  implements  for  extinguishing  nrt>s. 

The  trust,  es  appointed  by  the  act  wer:;  to  act 
as  inspectors  of  electiou  :  the  first  one  to  be 


held  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  May,  1790,  at 
which  time  ".seven  discreet  inhalntants,  U-lng 
freeholders,"  were  to  be  elected  "  by  a  majority 
(»f  voices,"  to  hold  ofiice  for  one  year  ;  and  an- 
nually thertafter,  the  same  number  was  to  be 
elected. 

Since  that  time  the  following  persons  have 
filled  the  offices  of  president,  clerk  and 
treasurer : 

1790,  President,  Abraham  J.  Lansing;  clerk, 
Ji)hii  D.  Dickinson  ;  treasurer,  Aarun  Lune. 

l?'.d.  President,  Abraiiam  J.  Luusin;; ;  clerk, 
John  I).  Dickinson  ;  treasurer.  Aaron  Lune. 

170-,>,  President,  Levinas  Lanr,irn,' ;  clerk,  John  D. 
Diekinson,  treasurer,  .Vai'on  Lane. 

IT'J'i.  I'resideiir,  Aaron  Lane;  clerk,  John  D. 
Diekin-on  ;  treasurer,  William  I'.ell. 

l";:*}.  President,  J(jhn  Van  Keiissclaer ;  clerk, 
John  D.  I)iekir;s(m;  treasurer,  W  ilJiarn  lieU. 

1795,  President,  James  lliekok;  clerk,  Joseph 
Alexander;  treasurer,  Joseph  Alexander. 

1790,  I^residcnt,  James  Iliekok ;  clerk,  Joseph 
Alexander;  treasurer,  William  lieU. 

1797.  President.  James  Iliekok;  clerk,  Joseph 
Alexander;  treasurer,  William  PeU. 

17iH,  President,  Jame';  Iliekok. 

1799,  President,  Klljati  Janes;  clerk,  Joseph 
Alexander;  treasurer,  ciiarles  seUlen. 

ISOO,  President,  Elijah  Janes;  clerk,  Joseph 
Alexander;  treasurer,  Charles  Selden. 

lf«.>l-5,  Presifient,  John  D.  Dickinson :  clerk, 
Josejili  Alexander;  treasurer,  Cliarles  Seluen. 

1SUI3-8,  President,  David  Alien  ;  elerk,  Charles 
Selden ;  treasurer,  E.  W.  Walhi  idge. 

1.S09,  President,  E.  W.  Walbrid;;e ;  clerk,  James 
Douijrey ;  treasurer,  E.  W.  Walbridge. 

1811-;il.— Keeords  h>st. 

18;i,;-3.  President,  John  M.  Caswell ;  clerk,  Mar- 
cus L.  Fillcy  ;  treasurer.  Ihjraco  Janes. 

lS."t.  President,  John  M.  C.iswell ;  rlerk,  Marcus 
L.  Filley ;  treasurer,  Jabez  i".  Pai-tuelee. 

ISii").  I 'resident.  Wm.  cM  array  ;  elerk,  Marcub 
L.  Eillev  ;  treasurer,  Jabez  P.  Parmelce. 

IS'^G,  Pre;ddent.  John  :M.  Caswell ;  clerk,  Richard 
McDonald;  tieasurer,  Jabez  F.  Parmelee. 

lS.i7,  President,  John  M.  Caswell ;  elerk,-  M.  L. 
Fillev  ;  treasurer,  Jabez  F.  I'armelee. 

ll<:«.  President.  E.  W.  Wnlbricit:.^ ;  clerk.  R.  Mc- 
Donald ;  treasurer.  Jabez  F,  Parmelee. 

18;«,  President.  Nieholus  Weaver ;  clerk,  Corne- 
lius L.  Traev;  treasurer,  (ierrit  t  ort. 

IS  President,  John  ii.  C  hipuian  ;  clerk,  Rich- 
ard McDonald;  treasurer,  C.errit  Fort. 

1841.  President,  Nicholas  Weaver;  clerk,  Richard 
McDonald  ;  treasurer,  tierrit  Fort. 

181-v',  President,  Jotm  B.  Clnpinau  ;  clerk,  Stephen 
S.  Hunt;  treasurer,  (ierrit  Fort. 

1S43,  Presitlent,  Jolm  6.  Fake;  clerk,  Walter 
Chipman  ;  treasurer,  Gerrit  Fort. 

is-tl,  l*i-esi(lent,  John  S.  Fake  ;  clerk,  Stephen  S. 
Hunt  ;  treasurer,  Gerrit  Fort. 

IS-i.vt),  President,  John  S.  Fake;  clerk,  Charles 
C.  Parmelee  ;  treasurer,  Gerrit  Fort. 

1847,  President,  Jolm  C.  i  ilkln;  elerk,  Charles  C. 
Parnitdee  ;  treasurer,  P.  (i.  llatiiaway. 

ISls,  Presifient.  John  B.  Cliipiiian  ;  clerk,  Isaac 
Ransom;  treasurer,  B.  G.  Hathaway. 

IvJ'',  President.  Ji;hn  G.  McMurrav  ;  clerk,  J.  F. 
Knicl<erbocker  ;  treasured  Charles  liiteiicock. 

ls.«i,  President,  Joiiu  E.  Whip|)Ie  ;  elerk,  J.  F. 
Knickerbocker  ;  tre.isurer.  Cliarles  lliteki-oek. 

IS.')!,  President,  Baileyti.  Ilatliaway;  clerk,  ISiUic 
Ransom  ;  treasurer,  John  Mams. 

iSiJ,  President,  John  G.  M. •.Murray  ;  clerk,  Hiram 
Bleekman  ;  treasurer.  Ed.  1'.  Piekett. 

1^"^^,  President,  Heury  A.  .Mereer :  elerk.  R.  (j. 
llatliawav;  treasurer,  Ste-plieu  iieinistreet. 

is.vt.  President,  Jo.-^eph  F»)X  ;  eh  rk,  H.  G.  Hatlia- 

WilV. 

ISVj,  President,  F.  D.  Leonard  ;  clerk,  B.  (.'.  Hath- 
away. 
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'-.v..  President,  John  G.  McMurrav ;  clerk,  WU-  I 
,  ,  J.  I^'imb;  treasurer,  Ed.  P.  Pickett.  | 
President,  Thomas  Curran  ;  clerk,  James  D. 
.•L*,(;k;  ti-easurer,  Ed.  P.  Pickett. 

President,  Henry  A.  Mt  rcer  ;  clerk.  Daniel 
„•  ;  trea-<urer,  Ed.  1'.  Pickett. 
:%  J,  President,  B.  (}.  Hatiiav.ay  ;  clerk,  Daniel 
K  •      treasurer,  Ed.  P.  I^ickctt. 

!-.x>,  l*resident.  Cliarles  Clark;  clerk,  Daniel 
A       treasurer,  Ed.  P.  IMckett. 

!,  IVesident,  J.  E.  Whipple;  clerk,  Daniel 
hU'^;  treasurer,  Ed.  P.  Pickett. 

•■•-■J,  President,  Robert  Dickson;  clerk,  Daniel 
K':!tr;  treasurer,  Patrick  Eitztrerald. 

3N,i,  President,  Robert  Dickson ;  clerk,  Daniel 
lit.'-.ir;  treasurer,  Ed.  P.  Pickett. 

President,  Edward  P.  Pickett ;  clerk,  Daniel 
K  .'Ik' ;  treasurer,  Edwin  Adams. 

Jnj:^-<^,  President,  Robert  Dickson  ;  clerk,  Louis 
iUrjsom;  treasurer,  M.  L.  Fancher. 

IH^T,  President,  William  Allen  ;  clerk,  John  W. 
ii.vsion;  treasurer,  B.  G.  Hathawav. 

I^resident,  William  Allen  ;  clerk,  John  Hig- 
(T'las  ;  treasurer,  Ed.  P.  Pickett. 

Pi-esident,  Seth  P.  Welch  :  clerk,  S.  B.  Kirk- 
j..urlck  ;  treasurer,  Edwin  Adams. 

Is7a-71,  President,  Seth  P.  Welch ;  clerk,  John 
-M.  chambers  ;  treasurer,  Edwin  Adams. 

iv/j,  President,  Seth  P.  Welch;  clerk,  John  R. 
Burke  ;  treasurer,  Edwin  Adams. 

isri,  President,  Robert  Diekson ;   clerk,  Milo 
Ttn.mpson ;  treasurer,  Edwin  Adams. 

President,  Robert  Dickson  ;  clerk,  C.  W. 
Wittiock;  treasurer,  Thos.  Rourk. 

l*<Tij,  President,  James  McQuide ;  clerk,  C.  W. 
Witheck  ;  treasurer,  Thos.  Rourk. 

3'^77,  President,  Chas.  H.  Dauchy ;  clerk,  John 
c^-jinn  ;  treasurer,  Thos.  Rourk. 

I.^rs,  President,  Chas.  H.  Dauehy ;  clerk,  C.  W. 
•Vubeck  ;  treasurer,  Thos.  Rourk. 

1^7'J,  President,  Frederick  E.  Draper;  clerk,  C. 
W.  Witbeck;  treasurer,  J.  E.  West. 

lss(^).    President,  Frederick  E.  Draper  ;  clerk,  C. 
W.  Witbeck ;  treasurer,  J.  E.  West. 


THE  DUTIES  OF  ASSESSORS  LAST  CEKTURT. 

Under  the  act  providing  for  the  valuation  of 
lands  and  dwelling  houses,  and  the  enumera- 
tion of  slaves,  v.ithin  the  United  States, 
Kphraim  Morgan  was  appointed  in  October, 
1T\*S,  principal  assessor,  andEliphalet  W.  Close, 
Jv'seph  Alexander,  Jacob  A.  Fort,  John  Knick- 
trbacker,  Jonathan  Bro\s'n  and  John  Carpenter 
*vcrc  appointed  assistant  assessors  for  the  sev- 
<  nth  district  of  the  tifth  dinsion,  comprehend- 
the  towns  of  Troy,  lloosick,  Schaghticoke 
iind  Httstown.  The  assessors  gave  notice  of 
-lelr  beginning  the  assessment  in  this  vicinity 
^nd  of  the  peculiar  requirements  of  the  law  gov- 
'  rnlng  their  duties.    It  ran  thus : 

The  inhatjjtants  of  the  Tillages  of  Troy  and  Lan- 
^'.Hijburgh  are  earnestly  requested  immediately  to 
I'^'-pare  theirlists,— desoribins  the  size  and  num- 

r  (.f  ihetr  lot  or  lots,  as  they  are  known  on  the 
*-5u»rt8  of  said  villages  ;  al-o,  the  size  and  hcitrht  of 
t  '  U- dwelling  houses,  with  the  particular  dimcn- 
'  "Hs  of  all  the  windows  therehi  coixtained— and 
^•■'>.  the  number,  age  and  sex  of  all  their  slaves, 
•  f  iKtween  the  aces  of  U  and  M  years. 

'ihe  a.H8e.>^hors  think  it  their  duty  to  mention,  that 
<'  iM-  any  fraudulency  or  omissions  are  discov- 
!  In  the  aforesaid  li*ts.  the  offender  will  be  sub- 

'  I  t(»  a  line  of  nut  more  tl.an  $.\H),  nor  less  than 
to  bo  recovered  with  costs  of  pro.-^ecutU)n. 


The  prosperity  of  Lansintrburuh  at  the  close 
of  the  year  \TM  was  quite  notable  and  attracted 
con.siderable  comment  both  frotn  travelers  visit- 
ing the  place  and  from  newspjxpcrs  reviewing 
its  rapid  growth  and  local  interests.  I^nsing- 
burgh  had  now  a  population  of  1,'2<)0  inhabi- 
tants ;  there  were  two  churches  ;  from  17K7  tlvo 
ncwspai)ers  had  successively  been  printed  and 
issued  weekly  to  the  citizens  of  the  thriving 
village;  a  postoffice  had  been  established  ;  and 
a  very  remunerative  traffic  In  grain  and  other 
agricultural  products  was  comptm.^ating  the  ac- 
tive and  indefatigable  efforts  of  the  New  Eng- 
land men  who  had  become  its  leading  mer- 
chants. 

THE  WAR  OF  1812. 

During  the  war  of  1812  the  people  of  Lansing- 
burgh,  besides  contributing  men  to  the  defense  of 
the  northern  border  often  hospitably  entertained 
United  States  soldiers,  who,  while  on  the  march 
to  the  scene  of  hostilities,  bivouacked  over  night 
in  the  village.  Several  British  oflicers  hanng 
been  taken  prisoners  and  being  paroled,  were 
for  a  time,  quartered  In  Lansingburgh.  At  the 
termination  of  the  war  the  inhabitants  cele- 
brated the  ratification  of  peace  with  a  proces- 
sion and  an  illumination.  A  great  bonfire 
blazed  upon  Diamond  rock ;  a  decorated  bal- 
loon floated  away  from  the  village,  and  a  public 
supper  at  the  hotel,  were  special  features  of  the 
occasion. 

The  presentation  of  an  elegant  service  of  silver 
plate  to  Commodore  T.  Macdonough,  the  hero 
of  Lake  Charaplain,  by  the  citizens  of  the  pat- 
riotic village,  was  an  event  of  no  little" 
interest  to  the  inhabitants  of  Lansing- 
burgh. Commodore  Macdonough,  having  ar- 
rived in  the  Nillage  on  Saturday,  April  8,  1815, 
on  his  way  to  Washington,  a  committee  met  him 
at  the  hotel,  and  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
number  of  the  principal  citizens  of  the  place 
preeent*:d  him  with  two  large  silver  pitchers 
and  twelve  goblets.  The  inscriptions  on  the 
pitchers  were  :  ''Commodore  T.  Macdonough, 
with  an  inferior  force,  ca^jtured  the  British 
squadron  on  Lake  Cliamplain,  Sep.  11,  1814;" 
and,  •'  Presented  by  the  oitizens  of  Lansing- 
burgh to  the  Hero  of  Lake  Champlain."  On 
the  silver  goblets:  ''The  citizens  of  Lansing- 
burgh to  Commodore  Macdonough." 

To  the  presentation  committee,  consisting  of 
James  llickok,  Daniel  Smith,  Eliius  ParmeltMi, 
John  Topping,  Elijah  Janes,  Gardiner  Tracy, 
James  Adams  and  James  Keid,  the  commodore 
returned  the  following  reply  : 

O'tnflrr/uvi :  It  is  with  much  pleasure  and  satis- 
faction I  reCc-lve  tliC  several  pieces  of  plate  which 
you,  on  behalf  of  the  citizens  of  Lan.-'!n;jbuns-h, 
have  been  pleased  to  present  nie.   This  baudauuie 
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testimonial  of  your  approbation  of  my  sorvicos  on 
Lake  C'liamplujn  Is  highly  valued,  aud  nliall  be  care- 
fully pro.sorved  aruon;.'  ottier  precious  and  flatter- 
ing presents  with  which  my  couutrjnnen  have 
honored  me.  IVrmit  me  to  reciprocate  your  con- 
gratulations on  tlie  return  of  peace  to  our  country. 
With  sentiments  of  the  hi;^hest  respect  and  esteom, 
I  am,  gentlemen,  your  obedient  servant, 

T.  Macdonouou. 

THE  TOWN  OF  LANSING BUROn. 

The  village  of  Lansingburgh,  after  the  erec- 
tion of  the  town  of  Troy,  in  17U1,  was  within 
the  botmtls  of  the  latter,  until  March  2U,  1S07, 
when  the  town  of  Lansingburgh  was  formed 
from  parts  of  the  towns  of  Troy  and  Peters- 
biirgh.  A  part  of  the  town  of  Schaghticokc 
was  annexed  in  1819 ;  in  IS'-M)  a  part  of  the 
town  was  added  to  the  town  of  Troy,  aud  a  part 
to  the  town  of  Brunswick  in  1839.  The  min- 
utes of  the  town  meeting  in  liSOT  are  in  part  as 
follows  : 

At  an  aunual  town  meeting  of  the  freeholders 
and  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Lansin-burgh,  be- 
gan and  held  at  the  house  of  Itobert  Wand  ou  the 
7th  day  of  April,  A.  D.,  1807,  the  following  persons 
were  elected  to  office  for  the  ensuing  year,  viz.  : 

Town  clerk,  Ebeuezer  W.  Walbridge  ;  super- 
visor, Cornelius  Lansing;  assessors,  Elia.-?  Parme- 
lee,  Aaron  B.  Hinman,  David  Uenry  ;  collector, 
John  Williams ;  overseers  of  ttie  poor,  James 
Adams,  David  Henry  ;  commissioners  of  iiighways. 
John  Gaston,  Shubael  Gorham,  Allen  McLean ; 
commissioners  of  schools,  Charles  Seldeu,  Thomas 
Wallace  ;  constables,  John  Williams,  John  Wol- 
cott,  William  Bancker ;  fence  viewers,  Aaron  B. 
Hinman,  John  Woleott ;  poundmaster,  Asa  Burt ; 
overseers  of  the  hi;rhways,  David  Thomas,  district 
No.  1,  James  Ilickok,  district  No.  Aaron  B.  liin- 
mau,  district  No.  3. 

LA2^SIN0BUI^G^  in  lS2-t. 

To  what  importance  Lansingbiirgh  had  grown 
in  1824  is  brietly  disclosed  by  Horatio  Gates 
Sp<jfford,  LL.  D.,  in  his  gazetteer  of  the  State 
of  New  York  of  that  date.    He  says  : 

It  is  regularly  laid  out  in  bhjcks  or  oblong 
squares,  40O  by  iGD  feet,  bounded  by  capacious 
streets  in  right  liae.'^,  aud  it  is  two  miles  long  and 
a  half-mile  wide.  There  is  a  bank  with  a  capital 
of  S-iiO.tOJ,  and  a  handsome  banking  hi>usc  ;  five 
churches  ;  a  ilourisliing  academy,  occupying  two 
acadttmical  building?  with  about  -200  students. 
The  whole  number  of  houses  and  stoies.  inelu<ling 
public  buildings,  ;  population  of  tlie  villa>;e. 
l.CV).  Upwards  of  S,'X)0  beeves  were  slaughtered 
and  packed  here  during  last  year,  aud  it  is  ac- 
knowledged tliat  as  a  pork  market  this  town  does 
mere  business  than  any  otiier  on  the  Hudson 
n.irlh  of  liie  city  of  New  York.  Th<;re  are  tv.  o  ex- 
tensive breweries,  which  stdd  C.iJiM  barrels  of  ale 
la>t  year,  'i'here  are  large  tanneries  also,  and  nail 
works,  and  a  bru<h  factory,  that  produces  about 
^i>,UOO  to  JI-',iXiO  worth  a  year.   It  has  a  very  re- 


spectable printing  establishment,  a  weekly  new* 
paper,  and  some  book  storew. 

I  suppose  I  n\usr  also  mention  Batestown,  h:ili 
way  beiween  Troy  aud  L;uisltit:l)urL:h,  for  it  has  „ 
tavern,  and,  if  I  mistake  not.  a  few  shops. 

In  18;M)  the  village  contained  2  Presbyteriari 
1  Baptist,  1  Methodist,  1  Epi.^copal  and  1  L'ni 
versalist  churches;  an  excelh^nt  academy,  ; 
scdiools,  a  printing  oflice,  where  was  publi.she.i 
tlie  Lansingburgh  fhizdt^,  4  hotels,  «  wholesal. 
and  4U  retail  stores.  Of  manufactories  thcr. 
were  2  oil  cloth,  1  l)rush  and  bellows,  1  tin.  i 
gun,  2  breweries,  3  maltsterie.s  and  2  lt;^? 
mills.  Also  a  bank  and  several  slaiightcritu' 
and  packing  hon.ses.  The  number  of  buildiim 
in  the  plaee  was  estimated  at  CAM). 

On  Sumhiy  afternoon,  July  9,  lS-t;l,  a  liie. 
which  originated  in  the  stables  of  the  l^  n>- 
selaer  house,  destroyed  between  'M  and  At^ 
bnilding.s  on  State,  Congress,  Richard  and 
Elizabeth  streets. 

On  Sunday  night,  July  2:],  the  same  year, 
another  lire  consumed  12  buildings  on  Stat, 
street,  between  Richard  and  Elizabeth  streets. 

THE  WAR  OF  HRRELLION. 

When  the  dark  clouds  of  war  again  lowered 
over  the  land  in  INII,  many  of  the  eitiz-n.s  of 
Lansingburgh  left  their  p»  aceful  occupations  to 
stand  in  their  loyalty  before  the  enemy  for  the 
defense  of  the  union  of  the  states.  The  tirst 
fidl  company  formed  wjia  organized  for  tlur 
thirtieth  regiment,  New  York  state  volunteers. 
Col.  Frisby  cofnmanding.  It  was  mustered  In 
as  company  A,  Samuel  King  captain  ;  John  II, 
(Jampbell  lieutenant,  and  Francis  Dargeti  en- 
sign. Capt.  King  and  Ensign  Dargeuwcre  both 
killed  at  the  first  battle  of  Bidl  Run,  as  were 
also  live  privates  of  the  same  company.  Capt. 
King  is  buried  in  (ireenwood  cemetery,  an-l 
Lieut.  Dargen  in  St.  John's  cemetery. 
A  number  of  Lansingburgh's  brave  sons  also 
joined  company  A  of  the  twenty-seci.»nd  reiri- 
nu-nt,  New  York  volunteers.  Chaunci'v  V. 
Vandeusen,  of  this  company,  lost  his  lett  arm 
at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run.  Company  K, 
one  hundred  and  si.xty-ninth  regiment  was 
raised  by  Captain  Daniel  Ferguson,  who  was 
killed  at  the  explosion  of  the  mine  at  Fort 
Fi.sh«>r.  There  were  also  many  who  were  con- 
nected with  the  one  huiulred  and  twcnty-lifth, 
one  hundred  and  ninety-second  regiments,  the 
(iriswoM  cavalry,  and  other  military  oru'aniza- 
tions. 

The  first  war  committee  in  18rj2,  consi.-.ted  of 
A.  K.  Rowers,  J.  E.  Whipple  and  E.  P.  Rickett. 
On  the  2-kl  of  August,  the  town  resolved  to  l.'vv 
a  tax  of  ?u»,()0<)  for  bounty  moneys,  ?.".<)  beimr 
i>iiid  for  an  enli^tmejit.  In  SeptenilK-r  lidlow- 
ing  an  additional  bounty  o£  *.*»0  was  voted. 
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Th\H  was  followed,  durinz  the  progress  of  the 
w.»f,  by  other  public  contributions. 

TUE  VILLAGE  OF  DOKT. 

The  territory  which  now  fornis  the  north  part 
..f  the  toNvn  of  Lansingbur^h  previous  to  the 
viar  ISlObclongcd  to  the  town  of  Scliai:hticok(\ 
The  site  of  the  hamlet  of  Si»iegletown,  which  is 
ulM.ut  two  miles  north  of  Lausingburgli,  was  in 
ir.n\  called  the  village  of  Dort.  The  village 
jtlat,  as  it  was  "laid  out  and  constructed  by  a 
K-ale  of  100  feet  to  an  inch  by  F,  Bancker,  May, 
1?.H5,"  on  a  piece  of  parchment,  is  still  pre- 
RTved,  On  it  are  marked  three  roads,  which 
tUverge  from  a  common  point,  a  little  south  of 
which  was  a  building,  the  site  of  which  is  now 
(.K'cupied  by  the  residence  of  James  H.  Rice. 
The  road  lo  the  north  is  designated  *'  St.  Coick 
road the  one  leading  eastw^ardly  "  Cooks- 
burgh  road,"  and  the  one  to  the  south 
"Lansigburgh  road."  On  the  northeast 
part  of  the  plat  appears  the  name 
of  John  Follet;  on  the  southeast  that 
of  William  Douglas ;  on  the  south  that  of 
llattoon  &  Van  der  Spiegel ;  on  the  southwest 
that  of  William  Douglas,  and  on  the  northwest 
that  of  Charles  Follet. 

On  another  map  appears  the  names  of  John 
Crab,  Crab  &,  Boos,  Leonard  Wager  and  Abra- 
ham Francisco,  who  were  residents  of  the  im- 
meiliate  vicinity  at  that  time. 

The  name  of  Spiegletown  no  doubt  derived 
its  name  from  the  Van  der  Spiegel  who  was  a 
partner  of  Kattoon  in  17UC.  Of  the  score  of 
buildings  'which  form  the  hamlet  of  Spiegel- 
toHTi,  there  is  a  hotel,  the  Union  church,  school 
house  No.  2,  a  bla(.'ksmith  and  wagon-making 
t^hop.  The  Gcrmondville  Union  church  of 
North  Lansingburgh  was  incorporated  July 
l^y.  The  tlrst  trustees  were  John  Storm,  Aaron 
Terry,  Nicholas  Lape,  Charles  T.  Overocker 
and  William  Mills.  The  church  is  now  con- 
nected with  the  Cooksburgh  charge  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  church. 

CUURCHES. 

The  first  religious  society  organized  in  Lan- 
f^ingburgh  was  The  Protestant  Relormcd 
Dutch  church,"  on  the  2r)ih  of  8ei»tember,  irs4. 
Its  tlrst  officers  were  Zachariah  (iarnrych  and 
Klores  Bancker,  elders,  and  Albert  Pawling  and 
rhrlstopher  Tillman,  deacons.  The  Kev. 
Brandt  Schuyler  Lupton  was  ordained  pastor  of 
this  church  on  the  third  Sun<lay  of  November, 
ITss.  Traditionally  it  is  said  that  a  building 
'^ii<'<-  .^taudiTiL:  on  the  west  side  of  State  street. 
!"lweeu  Liinsing  and  South  streets,  was  lirst 
ux'd  as  a  meeting  house  by  the  membershii)  of 
Uiis  church.    After  the  organization  of  the  lirst 


I'rest)yterian  church  the  Dutch  church  rapidly 
lost  its  members,  and  about  the  cU»se  of  the 
century  its  pali.it  was  no  longrr  tilled  by  uiiiiis- 
ters  of  the  lattrr  denomination. 

The  record  of  the  incorporation  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Lan^iuu'burgh  affords 
us  the  principal  facts  concerning  the  early  his- 
tory of  this  society  :  "  Be  it  remembeied,  that 
on  the  Uth  day  of  August,  A.  D.  ITDi,  the  in- 
habitants of  Lansiujxburgh,  in  consequencf  of 
due  notice,  convened  in  general  meetiiiir  for 
the  purpose  of  organizing  themselves  in  a  re- 
ligious society,  airreeabiy  to  the  direction  of  an 
act  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
etc.,  and  in  pursuance  of  the  directions  of  said 
act,  did,  on  this  day,  elect  Levinus  Lansintr, 
John  Lovett,  John  D.  Dickinson,  James 
Dole,  Jonas  Morgan  and  Shubael  (iorluim 
trustees  for  said  congregation ;  and 
the  said  inhabitants  did  vote  and  agree  that  the 
said  corporation  should  be  known  by  law  by 
the  name  of  the  trustees  of  the  First  Presbyte- 
rian church  and  congregation  of  I.an.sing- 
burgh."  It  was  determined  that  a  house  for 
worship  should  be  built  of  brick,  SO^iO-t  feet,  at 
the  north  end  of  ''The  Green,"  the  rear  of  the 
building  toward  Iloosiek  street.  The  corner- 
stone of  the  editice  was  laid  on  Thursday  after- 
noon, July  5,  17y'3,  by  the  Kev.  Jonas  Coe, 
pastor  of  the  United  Presbyterian  congrega- 
tions of  Lansintrburj^h  and  Troy.  On  tiie  "J'Jd 
of  June,  1704,  the  cliurch  was  dedicate<l. 

In  lb4-t-45  the  present  Presbyterian  church 
was  erected  on  the  east  side  of  ConcrrcbS  street, 
between  Elizabeth  and  Market  streets.  The 
Kev.  Jonas  Coe,  D.  D.,  was  pastoj  of  this 
church  from  June  25,  17'J3,  to  1S04.  His 
successor  was  the  Kev.  Sanuiel  Blateliford, 
D.  D.,  who  began  his  pastorate  July  l^U. 
which  he  held  to  March  18,  1828.  The  Kev. 
A.  M.  Beveridge,  the  present  pastor,  em»  reil 
upon  his  ministry  in  this  church  on  the  third 
Sunday  of  July,  1808. 

The  tirst  Protestant  Episooi.al  church  in  U\n- 
singburtrh  was  duly  t)rt,'anizcd  on  the  liftii  of 
January,  18(Vl,  by  tlie  election  of  the  following 
persons  as  ollicers ;  John  Youn::  and 
David  Smith,  wardens;  John  liuthc  rford, 
William  Bradley,  Stephen  Ross,  John 
Walsh,  Joseph  S.  Mabl>ett,  Jonathan  iiurr, 
John  Stewart  and  Henry  Davis,  vestrymen. 
The  organization  took  the  name  «>f  Trinity 
church  of  Lansini,'burgh.  A  frame  buildin-,  4o 
by  50  feet,  it  is  said,  was  built  the  same  year,  on 
the  northwest  corner  of  John  and  Market 
streets.  The  Rev.  David  Butler.  D.  D.,  was 
rector  of  this  church,  and  al.so  of  St.  Paul's, 
Troy,  from  January  '.>,  180«»,  to  1K14.  As  n  etor 
of  Trinity  church,  in  1814,  he  was  succeeded  by 
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the  Rev.  Parker  Adams.  A  new  church  editice 
was  built  in  1809-70  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
Jolm  and  Market  streets.  The  Rev.  Byron  J. 
Ilall  hius  been  the  rector  of  Trinity  church 
since  Decemljer  10,  1807. 

The  first  Baptist  society  of  Lansingburgh 
was  formed  on  the  11th  day  of  June,  1803.  The 
first  trustees  were  Daniel  SejTuour,  Aaron  B. 
Hinman,  Francis  Choate,  Nathaniel  Jacobs  and 
William  Spaffon.1.  The  meeting  house  was  erect- 
ed on  the  corner  of  North  and  John  streets.  A 
reorganization  of  this  society  was  effected  July 
28,  1858.  The  present  church  buildint:,  on  the 
east  side  of  John  street,  between  Richard  and 
Elizabeth  streets,  formerly  belonged  to  the  Sec- 
ond Presbyterian  church.  The  present  pastor, 
the  Rev.  A.  C.  Ferguson,  entered  upon  his  min- 
istrations over  this  society  October  1,  1S7S. 

In  1810  the  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church  in  LansLngburgh  erected  their 
first  house  of  worshiij  on  the  river  bank,  at  the 
foot  of  Elizabeth  street.  In  1S27  the  followin-; 
persons  were  the  trustees  of  the  church  :  Eph- 
raim  Goss,  Jacob  Heimstreet,  Edwin  Filley, 
Alexander  Van  Pelt,  jr.,  Thomas  Ward.  Benja- 
min Case  and  Alexander  Van  Pelt,  sr.  The 
present  house  of  worship,  on  the  northeast  cor- 
ner of  Congress  and  Elizabeth  streets,  was 
erected  in  1848.  The  Rev.  Joel  W.  Eaton  is  the 
present  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  first  Universalist  society  of  Lansingburtrh 
was  formed  December  15,  1832.  A  small  church 
was  erected  in  1834  on  the  corner  of  John  and 
North  streets.  The  pror>erty  subsequently  wiis 
purchased  by  the  trustees  of  St.  John's  Roman 
Catholic  church. 

The  Second  Presbyterian  church  was  organ- 
ized June  24,  1835.  A  house  of  worship  was 
erected  on  the  east  side  ol  John  street,  between 
Elizabeth  and  Richard  streets,  which  is  now  oc- 
cupied by  the  Baptist  society.  The  Ih-st  trus- 
tees of  the  Second  Presbyterian  church  were : 
William  Van  Vleck,  Jonathan  Wickwave, 
Nathan  Strutton,  Lemuel  Kennedy,  William 
MeMurray  and  Chauncey  Ives.  The  Rev. 
Samuel  P.  Spear  was  the  first  pastor  of  the 
church.  This  congretration  since  llie  resigna- 
tion of  the  Rev.  Georfce  P.  Tyler,  D.  D.,  in  June, 
1874.  has  not  continued  its  ortranization.  Some 
of  the  members  of  this  body,  howcvt-r,  erected 
a  mission  chapel  on  the  northwest  corner  of 
Congri>s8  and  Clinton  streets,  which  was  dedi- 
cated September  1,  1877. 

St.  Jolm's  Roman  Catholic  church  wa.s  or- 
ganized about  the  year  IMl.  On  June 
.5,  IS42,  James  B.  Smith,  James  llallit,'an, 
Keating  Puiwson.  John  llitfgins,  (Jeor-t;  T. 
(iillespie,  Barnet  Evers,  John  DooU-y,  John 
DriscoH  and  Daniel  Murray  were  cho.sen  trust- 


I  CCS.  The  chureh  was  dedicated  in  1S44,  by  tli- 
j  Right  Rev.  John  NkCloskey,  D.  D.  The  present 
j  editice  used  now  by  the  old  congregation 
of  St.  John's  church,  known  as  St.  Augustine's 
church,  is  on  the  east  side  of  John  street,  be- 
tween Market  and  Elizabeth  streets,  and  wa.s 
erected  in  18(;4-r)."")  at  an  expense  of  ?4^),(XX). 

The  Free  Methodist  church  was  organized  at 
Wliipple  hall,  October  15,  1.807.  That  year  a 
house  of  worship  was  erected  on  Ann  street, 
south  of  Elizabeth  street.  The  Rev.  George  E. 
j  Ferrin  was  the  first  pasitor  of  this  church. 
I  Among  the  early  religious  societies  ortranized 
in  the  village,  one  known  as  the  Scotch  Seced- 
ers  is  said  to  have  occupied  al)out  the  year 
17'.10,  as  a  place  of  worship,  a  buiUling  on  thu 
northwest  comer  of  John  and  Richard  streets. 

The  African  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of 
Lansingburgh  was  incorporated  May  18,  1841. 
Twenty-five  years  after  its  organization  the  so- 
ciety dissolved. 

I  MANUFACTUKING  INTERESTS. 

The  most  prominent  manufacturing  business 
of  the  place  is  the  making  of  oil  cloths.  Early 
in  the  year  1817  William  Powers  advertised  that 
he  had  engaged  in  the  business  of  manufactur- 
ing oil  cloths.  The  extensive  establisiiment  of 
Deborah  Powers  it  Sons  and  that  of  R.  C.  Has- 
kell, in  the  southern  part  of  tiie  village,  indi- 
cate the  local  importance  of  the  business. 

William  MeMurray,  in  1818,  began  the  m.anu- 
facture  of  bruslies  in  the  \illage.  His  business, 
since  that  date,  has  grown  into  one  of  the  lead- 
ing industries  of  Lansingburgh.  The  wide 
reputation  which  the  various  factories  of  the 
village  enjoys  throughout  the  United  States  for 
the  excellent  <iuality  of  the  various  kinds  and 
styles  of  brushes  made  by  them  is  qoito  nota- 
ble. The  principal  brush  manufacturers  are  J. 
G.  MeMurray  c\:  Co.  ;  Cieor^e  Scott,  Peter  B. 
King,  E.  &  C.  Wood,  J.  C.  Pushee  «!c  Co.,  James 
McQuide,  Flinn  Brothers,  Comeskey  Brothers, 
F.  Hoytand  Thomas  Ciirran. 

The  manufacture  of  crackers  in  the  village 
dates  back  to  LSX),  when  the  father  of  Joseph 
Fox  was  engaged  in  the  business.  The  laru'c 
sti^'am  cracker  establishment  of  Joseph  Fox  and 
the  well-known  cracker  bakery  of  R.  M.  De  Freest 
enhance  the  value  of  Lansim^burgh's  manu- 
facturing interests.  The  lirm  of  Edward  Tracy 
<!sc  Co.  has  loni?  been  established  in  the  manu- 
facture of  malt.  The  Ludlow  valve  maiuifac- 
turim;  c(^mnany,  which  since  1872  has  been 
extensively  enuMtied  in  making  the  celebrated 
"  Ludl"W  sliding'  stop  valves,"  for  tfie  saf<;  and 
economical  di:>lrit)Ution  of  water,  steam  and 
gas,  and  also  the  '•  Ludlow  patent  friction  hy- 
tlrants,"  at  the  extreme  south  port  ot  the  vil- 
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lace,  prtvea  employment  to  a  larpo  number  of 
workmen.  •  The  carriiitre  factory  of  F>d\s-in 
(.'hamborlain,  the  knit  goods  mill  of  Harder  it 
Co.,  the  scale  works  and  foundry  of  Arnold 
Rowe,  and  the  brewing  establishment  of 
SamiK'l  Bolton  &  Sons  add  industry  and  pros- 
perity to  the  place. 

LANSINGBCRGH  KEWijPAPEK3. 

The  Northern  Centifiel  ami  Lansixrjbnrrjh  Adver- 
UseTy  issued  on  Monday,  May  21,  1787,  as  a 
weekly,  by  Claxton  &  Babcock,  King  street,  be- 
tween Hoosick  and  South  streets,  Lansing- 
burgh,  was  the  first  newspaper  published  within 
the  teiTitory  now  embraced  in  the  county  of 
Kensselaer. 

The  Federal  Herald,  weekly,  by  Kabcock  & 
nickok,  succeeded  the  Xorthem  Centinel  May 
5, 17S8. 

The  Arnericaji  Spy  was  the  name  of  the  news, 
paper  which  followed  the  former,  April  8,  1791, 
published  by  Silvester  Tiffany. 

The  Nortlwrji,  Budget,  by  Kobert  MofBtt  &  Co., 
became  the  successor  of  the  Spy,  June  20,  1797. 

The  Lansingburgh  Gazette,  after  the  removal 
of  the  Budget  to  Troy,  May  15,  1798,  had  its 
first  issue  on  September  12,  1798,  and  was  first 
edited  and  printed  by  Gardiner  Tracy.  A.  B. 
Elliott  is  the  present  editor  and  proprietor  of 
this  well  known  journal. 

The  Farmerh  Eefjister  was  issued  for  the  first 
time  January  25,  1803,  by  Francis  Adancourt. 

The  Betnocrafic  Fress  and  Lansingburgh  Adver- 
tiser had  its  first  pubhcation  January  13,  1838, 
by  William  J.  Lamb 

The  Literary  Cabinet  was  the  nex'-  paper, 
November,  1841. 

The  Gdden  liide,  January  1,  184-},  monthly, 
by  the  Rev.  Rolla  J.  Smith. 

The  Antiquarian  and  General,  Bemac,  a  month- 
ly, by  the  Rev.  Wra.  Arthur,  March,  1847. 

The  Lansingburgh  Daibj  Gazette,  by  Mitchell 
&  Kirkpatrick,  Januar>-  3,  18<)0. 

The  Semi- Weekly  Chrmic'.e,  April  6,  18G4,  by  J. 
D.  Comstock. 

Our  Little  Riper,  September  13,  18?2,  by  E.  D. 
Ayres. 

The  Enterprise,  November  29,  1873,  by  J.  D. 
Comstock. 

The  Lansingburgh  Co^mr,  December  24, 
1875,  by  Isaac  L.  Van  Voast  and  William  H. 
Engel. 

BANKS.  . 

The  first  banking  institution  of  the  village 
was  the  bank  of  Lan.sinicburirh.  incorijoratod 
.March  19.  1813.  The  building  in  which  the 
bank  beiran  busincs-?  was  the  one  now  known  as 
No.  531  State  stret-t.  The  tir-t  board  of  directors 
was :  Elijah  Janos>  Shubael  (iorham,  Abraham  C. 
Lansing,  James   Dennison,  Gardiner  Tracy, 
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James  Hickok,  James  Adams,  Jonathan 
Burr,  Timothy  Leonard,  Silvanus  J.  I'cnni- 
man,  Elias  rarmelee,  John  Stewart,  Cahiii 
Barker,  James  Douiirey  and  Asa  Burt.  Klijah 
Janes  was  chosen  president  and  James  Held 
cashier.  The  amount  of  capital  authorized  was 
$2(X),0()0.  This  institution,  by  the  depreciation 
of  tlie  value  of  its  assets,  discontinued  busine>s 
March  19,  1877. 

The  Rensselaer  county  bank  was  establi>h<.'l 
in  Lansingburgh  January'  1,  1853.  John  8. 
Fake  was  the  first  president  of  the  institution 
On  the  13th  of  July,  1872,  the  bank  disco  - 
tinned  business. 

Bank  of  D.  Powers  &  Sons  was  cstabli  -hcd 
March  20,  1877.  Deborah  Bowers,  Albert  K. 
Powers  and  Nathaniel  Powers  being  so'.c  part- 
ners in  the  institution. 

LOCAL  OROAMZATION'3. 

The  first  masonic  organization  that  was 
formed  in  Lansingburirh  was  Hiram  lodiro.  No. 
35,  the  warrant  grantea  it  by  the  grand  lodtje, 
bearing  date  of  August  16,  17S7.  The  lod;^e 
room  in  the  year  1705  was  on  the  second  iloor 
of  Hanmer's  tavern,  wliich  stood  whenj  now  is 
the  Phceuix  hotel.  Early  in  this  century  Hiram 
lodtre  ended  its  work. 

Fba^nix  lodge  No.  361  has  its  warrant  dated 
June  23,  182^3.  Under  a  dispensation  of  the 
grand  lodge  in  September.  1*^22.  Benjamin  ^V. 
Horr. .  Channcey  Ives,  Nathan  Morey,  Alvan 
Hawley,  Samuel  H.  Muliord.  Samuel's.  Bm.:- 
ham,  David  Reading',  Ephraim  Goss,  B.  B. 
Stearns  and  JonathanChoatc  met  tocrethtr  fort  lie 
first  time  on  September  26.  Thei)olitical  crusade 
acrainst  masonic  bodies  about  the  year  1SJ4  kd 
the  few  remainincr  members  of  Phanix  Indtre 
to  surrender  its  charter  on  January  6,  18;i(i.  In 
1838  the  grand  lodge  was  petitioned  for  a  new 
charter,  which  was  granted,  and  on  June  7, 
1839,  Pliamix  lodu'e  No.  .5s  assumed  its  second 
exi^tence.  The  lodi^o  room  is  in  the  Masonic 
hall,  No.  635  State  street. 

In  1854  Jerusalem  lodge  No.  3,55  was  or- 
ganized. 

Pho-nix  chapter  No.  133  received  its  dispensa- 
tion Nov.  22,  1S49. 

The  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  is 
represented  by  Bethlehem  Reljecca  degree  lod^e 
No.  49. 

The  temperance  cause  is  advocated  by  Dia- 
mond Rock  Temple  of  HoTior  No.  and  by  the 
Christian  Temperance  Union  of  LansinLrburL'h. 

Tl\e  Lansintrburgli  academy  was  incori'orated 
Febmary  'M,  17\Hl 
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From  1771  to  1M5  the  pipulation  of  the  vil- 
I  lace  is  estimated.  From  1>24J  it  is  thecensi;s  of 
'  the  town  of  Lansingburgh. 
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^  CHAPTER  V. 

•  THE  TOWN  OF  GREENBUSH. 

The  Ground  of  the  Indian  Nawanemitt — The  Arable  Land  of  De 
Laet's  Burg — The  Flight  of  the  Settlers  to  Fort  Cralo — The 
Division  of  Rensselaerwyck — The  Sale  of  the  Lots  of  the  x\kin 
Mile  Square — The  Burial  of  Thirty-three  Persons  in  One  Day — 
The  Incorporation  of  the  Village — The  History  of  its  Churches 
—  Historical  Memoranda. 


In  the  month  of  May,  1623,  while  the  Indians 
inhabiting  the  east  and  west  banks  of  the  Hud- 
son were  busily  engaged  with  their  spring  fish- 
ing, they  beheld  a  Dutch  ship,  with  all  its  sails 
spread,  moving  slowly  past  them,  going  north- 
ward. It  was  the  New  Netherland,  which 
had  left  Holland,  in  March,  for  the  fertile  coun- 
try bordering  the  beautiful  river  recently  ex- 
plored by  the  English  navigator,  Henry  Hud- 
son. There  were  18  families  on  board  that  in- 
tended settling  about  the  rudely  built  outpost, 
named  Fort  Orange,  which  had  just  been 
"  thrown  up  and  completed"  near  the  river,  on 
a  part  of  the  ground  that  is  now  occupied  by 
the  city  of  Albany. 

It  is  said  that  shortly  after  these  emigrants 
had  built  themselves  "  some  huts  of  bark,"  the 
Mohegans,  the  Mohawks,  the  Oneidas,  the  On- 
ondagas,  the  Cayugas  and  the  Senecas,  with  the 
Ottawawa  Indians,  "came  and  made  covenants 
of  frieudship"  with  the  Dutch  commander, 
Atlriac n  Joris,  "  bringing  him  trreat  presents  of 
beaver  or  other  peltry,  and  desired  that  ttiey 
might  come  and  have  a  constant  free  trade 
with  them,  which  was  concluded  upon."  It  is 
further  related  that  for  yean<  thereafter  the  In- 
dians '*  were  all  as  quiet  as  lambs,  and  came 
and  traded  with  all  the  freedom  imaginable." 

DE  laet's  DL'KO. 

Tills  early  sottl.  ment  at  Fort  Oramje,  it 
shoul.l  be  rcnu  iubertd,  was  previous  to  the  year 
IiVi^A    Afterward,  in  tlie  Dutch  West  In- 

dia company  permitted  persons  of  wealth  to 
become  permanent  possessors  of  large  tracts  of 


land,  who,  within  four  years,  should  settle  on 

them  colonies  of  50  adult  persons.  Amon^  the 
several  purchases  of  tracts  of  lands  from  the 
Indians  made  by  the  agents  of  Kiliaen  Van 
Rensselaer,  under  this  charter  of  exemptions 
and  privileges,  was  one  which  embraced  the 
ground  on  which  Greenbush  is  now  built.  This 
part  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  along  the 
Hudson  belonged  to  an  Indian  sachem  named 
Nawanemitt,  and  was  ''called  Semessccek.  ly- 
ing on  the  cast  side  of  the  afore.-aid 
river,  opposite  the  Fort  Orange,  as  well  above 
as  below,  and  from  Poetanock,  the  mill  crock, 
northwards  to  NegaLTonce,  being  about  ]"2  miles 
large  measure."  Among  the  shareholders  of 
the  West  India  company  considerable  dissatis- 
faction was  caused  by  these  large  acquirements 
of  landed  estate  by  Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer. 
This  wealthy  patroon  in  order  to  have  his  pa- 
tents contimied  by  the  leirislative  chambers  of 
Holland,  was  obliired  to  divide  the  territory  o]>- 
tained  from  the  Indians  with  tliree  otlier  di- 
rectors of  the  Amsterdam  chamber:  the  Dutch 
historian,  John  do  Laet,  Samuel  Godyn  and 
Samuel '  Blommaert.  Tlie  latter  had  asso«-iate(l 
with  him  Adam  Bissels  and  Toussaint  .Mous- 
sart. 

The  several  divisions  of  the  manor  of  Rens- 
selaerwTck  are  in  a  general  way  desi:rnated  on 
the  old  map  of  the  manor  made  byliillis  van 
Sehendel  in  If^^O.  That  ponion  of  land  occu- 
pi.  d  1)}'  the  railroad  companies'  freii:ht  hous.  s 
and  car  sho{«5  is  named  on  this  old  chart  Jk 
Lad's  A'!/I<tn<li—Dc  Lact's  island  ;  the  stn  am 
south  of  it  is  called  Ik  UuCs  jh'kU-u  kill  nnh' 
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*r.itrrv(d—De  Laet's  mill  creek  and  waterfall. 
on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  and  on  the  bank 
<jf  the  river,  there  are  several  houses  delineated 
which  no  doubt  were  intended  to  mark  the 
prt>l>able  site  of  a  future  villatje,  and  which  is 
denominated  De  LotVs  Bunj.  This  was  the 
lo<al  name  given  2.50  years  afjo  to  the  land  on 
which  the  village  of  Greenbush  is  situated. 

THE  FIRST  SETTLERS. 

The  homi)  lancU,  arable  land,  opposite  Fort 
Orange,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  soon  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  the  Dutch  farmers  im- 
migrating from  Holland.  The  several  streams 
ot  water  emptying  contiguously  into  the  river 
very  likely  reminded  them  of  the  fatherland, 
where  numerous  canals  diversified  the  dyke- 
protected  country.  Gerrit  Teunissen  de  Reus, 
schepen,  sheriff,  as  early  as  1631,  had  built  him- 
self a  home  and  had  a  well  stocked  farm,  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Groenea  bosch,  the  green  or  pine 
woods,  which  formed  a  part  of  the  landscape 
in  the  vicinity  of  De  Laet's  mill  creek.  At 
the  south  end  of  this  wood,  Teunis 
Comelissen  van  Vechten  was  living  in 
164S.  North  of  him,  Teunis  Dircksen  van 
Vechten  had  a  farm.  He  had  emigrated  from 
Holland  in  103-S,  having  taken  passage  in  the 
Arms  of  Norway  with  his  wife,  child  and  two 
Servants.  In  1642  Evert  Pels  van  Stelt>Ti,  a 
brewer,  was  living  near  the  river,  on  the  bank 
of  Mill  creek.  For  the  purpose  of  facilitating 
communication  between  the  people  living  on 
the  west  and  east  banks  of  the  river,  as  early 
as  1(343  a  ferry  was  established  between  Fort 
Orange,  or  Beaverwyck,  as  the  village  around 
the  fort  was  early  called,  and  Groenen  bosch, 
now  Greenbush.  Uendrick  Albertsen  had  charge 
of  it. 

FORT  CRALO. 

As  a  means  of  protection  against  any  sudden 
attack  of  the  Indians  the  patroon  of  Rensse- 
liierwyck  had  a  small  fort  constructed  on  his 
fiu-m  at  Greenbush.  This  newly  bnilt  fort,  in 
June,  lf/>3,  when  the  news  of  the  massacre  of 
the  people  living  at  Esopus  reached  the  ears  of 
fanners  dwelling  in  the  ^icinity  of  it,  be- 
came a  very  important  place  of  safety  to  them. 
The  alarm  at  the  time  was  widespread,  and  the 
entire  neitrhborhood  was  deserted  by  those  who 
fur  weeks  found  a  home  within  its  walls.  The 
following  extract  from  the  Kesolutie  bock  der 
Colonic  Kensselaerwyck,"  refers  to  what  took 
place  among  the  early  settlers  who  had  tied  to 
i'^ort  Cralo : 

l-'thJuNt,  IfX;-}.— Information  recM  of  murders 
and  buniiug  which  occured  at  tsopus.  last  Tliurs- 
o.iy,  nil  inst,  the  Court  of  K'/us.-^elaerwyek  re- 
newed the  resolution  of  the  IsL  of  April,  \(>0),  for 


j  the  establishment  of  a  nlijht  watch.  Cornells  van 
I  Nes  was  appointed  (!ai)taiii,  and  Willeni  Fn  der- 
!  ieks  15i)ut,  corporal.  List  of  colonists  iu  (Jroea- 
bush ;  Under  tlu;  chief  (.nicer  Comelis  van  Nes  : 
Cornelis  Stevensen  MulUn,  Adam  J)in£rennuns, 
(jerrit  van  Nes,  Jan  Jiiriaenscn,  Jan  van  Nes.  Ja- 
cobus Jansen,  Tynion  Ik ndrieksen.  Under  Cor- 
poral Willem  Bout:  Jan  Ootliout,  Hemlriek  van 
Nes;  Uendrick  Maessen  [van  Buren]  (lerrit  Teu- 
nissen, >'rans  Jacobsen,  Hetidrick  WiUemsen,  (  lats 
Claesseu.  The  oQieers  shall  take  trowd  care  that 
none  of  the  watch  shall  tire  unless  when  necessary, 
under  the  penally  of  six  truilders  for  the  lirst. 
twelve  for  the  second,  and  an  arbitrary  rorrection 
for  the  third  offence.  Actum  in  (]n-<.ne  Bos  in  tlic 
Colonie  Rensselaerswyek,  this  l~^h  June  It';}. 

In  July,  li'iCA,  war  broke  out  amontr  the  In- 
dians, and  the  Mohawks  inhabiting  the  we<t 
side  of  the  river  drew  the  hatchet  against  the 
Mohegans,  or  Mahicans  as  the  Dutch  called 
the  Indians  living  on  the  east  side.  Jercmixs 
Van  Rensselaer,  writing  to  Director  Stup:esant 
from  Fort  Orange,  July  14,  says  that  the  latV^ 
"are  fled  from  the  Mohawks,  and  the  next  con- 
sequence was  that  tlie  Indians  of  the  colonic 
have,  on  last  Monday,  the  7th  instant,  at  one 
onslaught,  killed  nine  head"  of  cattle  "in  Di- 
rector Rensselaer's  bouwcrie  in  Greenbush." 
Subsequently  the  Indians  became  quite  friendly, 
and  for  a  long  time  gave  no  occasion  to  the  set- 
tlers to  fear  any  secret  attack  from  them. 

THE  FRENCH  A>D  INDIAN  WAR. 

In  1C)S9  the  people  were  once  more  alarmed 
by  fears  of  incursions  from  the  French  an<l 
Indians,  who,  by  rapid  marches,  made  sudden 
descents  from  Canada  upon  the  New  Encrland 
colonies  and  the  farmers  of  northern  New 
York.  The  following  minutes  of  a  convention 
assembled  at  Albany,  August  21,  exhibit 
the  apprehensions  of  the  people  residitig  aloncr 
the  upper  Hudson : 

Resolved  to  acquaint  ye  Inhabitants  of  ye  rouijiy 
ye  news  yt  we  received  of  Col.  Pynchen. 

That  Pcmniaquid  was  taken  by  ye  IndinTt?  and 
french  45  People  Kild  &  Taken— also  that  there 
should  be  a  slilp  be  come  to  Quebek  of  ye  french 
with  news  of  wars  Between  Entrld  &  franco  & 
therefore  nothln^'  can  bo  Expected  but  yt  ye 
freneh  will  doe  all  ye  mischieffe  they  can  to  this 
governmt  &  therefore  every  one  to  be  ui)on 
there  puarde  &  take  care  that  they  be  not  sur- 
prized. Mr.  [D.]  Wesscls  and  Reynler  Bareutse 
were  Desj-ned  to  Comnumicate  this  to  the  farmers 
of  klndorhook  &  Claverack.  Capf.  [J.l  Wmd.  !  A 
John  Lansing  the  People  above.  Kieiid  Pretty  & 
Evert  Banker  at  Skeneelitady  &  Can;i.-<ta:,'ioniP. 

Two  days  afterward  the  people  of  (Jrceiiour^h 
it  seems  were  thrown  into  great  tilann  by  a  sup- 
po.sed  attack  upon  them  by  the  Indians.  This 
is  apparent  from  the  recordd  of  the  convention 
held  at  Albany  : 
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The  21th  day  of  August,  lt}89.  lifxiAred,  That  ye 
Inhabitants  of  ye  County  be  Informed  of  ye  aUinn 
which  was  la.-it  iii;L:ht  at  ye  ijrei  n  Bu-h  orcasioiied 
by  some  Malilioiis  Persones  fyreinj?  of  IScverall 
frunns  with  Baale  throw  ye  Door  and  house  of 
John  Witment  which  was  done  by  letters  accord- 
ingly. 

The  28th  of  An^^ust,  1&S9.  RexoltoJ,  yt  Barent 
Gerritse  of  Bethlehem  who  Is  suspected  to  have 
had  a  hand  in  ye  kite  disturbance  yt  was  at  Green 
Bush,  or  hiast  Priv-y  to  it  yt  he  give  50  £  security  to 
answer  when  he  shall  be  caUed  for  to  be  Examined 
about  yt  Bussinesse. 

In  time  the  disturbing  elements  of  hostility 
were  repressed  by  the  strong  arm  of  the  Eng- 
lish government  and  peace  and  prosperity 
blessed  the  province. 

THE  TOWN  OF  GREENBUSH. 

On  the  10th  day  of  April,  1792,  the  state  leg- 
islature passed  "  An  act  for  dividing  the  several 
towns  therein  mentioned,"  by  which  the  town 
of  iireenbush  was  formed.  The  territory  em- 
braced was  the  following : 

All  that  part  of  the  town  of  RensselaerwTck, 
which  lies  north  of  aline  to  be  drawn  from  a  point 
on  the  east  bank  of  the  river  Hudson,  eight  miles 
distant  from  the  southwest  corner  of  the  town  of 
Reusselaerwyck,  and  running  from  thence  east  to 
the  west  bounds  of  Stephentown,  shall  be  and  is 
hereby  erected  into  a  separate  lown,  by  the  name 
of  Greenbush  ;  and  that  the  tirst  town  meeting  in 
Greenbush  shall  be  held  at  the  dwelling  house  of 
Abraham  M.  de  Forest,  in  the  said  town.  And 
that  all  the  remaining  part  of  the  town  of  Reus- 
selaerwyck shall  be  and  remain  a  separate  town 
by  the  name  of  Rensselaerwyck ;  and  that  the 
first  town  meeting  in  Rensselaerwyck  shall  be  held 
at  the  dwelling  house  of  John  J.  Miller  in  said 
town. 

A  second  act  relating  to  the  town  was  passed 
March  17,  1795.  A  portion  of  the  iown  was 
taken  off  June  19,  1S12,  to  form  the  town  of 
Sandlake.  To  make  the  towns  of  Clinton  (now- 
East  Greenbush)  and  North  Greenbush.  an- 
other part  was  subtracted  February  23,  lS5o. 

THE  AKIN  MELE  SQUARE. 

The  ground  on  which  the  village  of 
CJreenbush  Ls  situate  was  on  the  2<.>th 
day  of  March,  1810,  conveyed  by  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer  and  Stephen  N.  Bayard, 
the  surviving  trustees  of  John  J.  Van 
Rensselaer,  to  William  Akin  of  Tawlings- 
lown,  Dutchess  county,  Titus  Goodman  and 
John  Dickinson  of  PittsUeld,  Mass.,  for 
the  sum  of  $G0,000.  It  was  purcluused 
for  speculative  puri)Oses,  and  wa.s  laid 
out  into  buiUling  lots  and  streets.  Em- 
bracifig  an  area  of  ground  a  mile  square,  it 
was  thereafter  dcsignateil  "  the  Akin  mile 
Hunure."    The  lots  near  the  ri\  or  were  lUO  feel 


wide  in  front  and  in  the  rear  feet.  The 
greater  part  of  the  blocks  contained  three  antl 
two-third  acn-s  of  land.  In  tlie  smaller  blocks 
the  lots  were  generally  200  feet  long  by  50  feet 
wide.  In  1773,  this  portion  of  the  manor  oi 
Rensselaerwyck  appears  on  a  map  made  by 
Robert  Yates.  The  residence  of  John  Van 
Rensselaer,  esq.,  widow  Ten  Broeck,  widow 
Lumbus,  John  Yates,  John  McLallan,  Henry 
Cuyler  and  Jacob  Van  Schalck  se-.m  to  form  t  lie 
embryo  hamlet  which  grew  into  the  village  of 
Greenbush.  The  first  sale  of  lots  was  quite  re- 
munerative, but  the  second  attracted  only  a  ft.-w 
buyers,  and  the  project  of  the  purchasers 
ended  in  a  long  litigation.  In  1S13,  it  is  said  that 
50  buildings  had  been  erected  on  this  plot. 

A  MELANCHOLY  DAY. 

Among  the  events  connected  with  the  growth 
of  Greenbush  was  one  which  was  long  ren\cm- 
bered  by  its  inhabitants.  In  the  spring  of  1H)7 
the  ferry-boat  plying  between  the  little  handet 
and  Albany  was  swamped  by  a  south  wind  and 
33  persons  on  It  were  drowned.  Among  the 
lost  were  a  large  number  of  leading  persons  liv- 
ing in  the  vicinity  and  in  Albany,  and  their 
funerals  made  one  of  the  most  melancholy  days 
known  in  the  history  of  tlie  two  places. 

THE  VILLAGE  OF  GREENBUSH. 

The  act  incorporating  the  village  of  Green- 
bush was  passed  April  14,  1S15.  Subsequent 
acts  were  passed  April  5,  1828  ;  March  22, 1.^51, 
and  April  2ti,  1803.  The  present  bounds  of  th-* 
village  are  found  in  the  act  passed  April  25,  lt?7l : 

Beginning  at  a  point  in  the  Hudson  river,  op- 
posite the  city  of  Albany,  on  the  di\islon  line  be- 
tween the  counties  of  Albany  and  Rensselaer,  on 
a  line  running  150  feet  north  of  the  northerly  line 
of  Catharine  street,  thence  running  easterly,  and 
parallel  to,  and  i:)0  north  of  the  northerly  line  of 
said  Catharine  street,  to  its  terminus ;  thoace 
easterly  ou  the  same  parallel,  across  the  lands  now 
owned  by  Dr.  James  McNauu'hton,  to  a  pv<int  lOO 
feet  east  of  the  westerly  line  uf  the  lands  known  as 
the  Mason  farm  ;  thence  southerly,  1  jU  feet  e:i^*t  of 
the  westerly  hue  of  the  said  Mason  farm,  to  ap^mt 
feet  south  of  the  southerly  line  of  Partition 
street;  thence  westerly,  parallel  to  and  LV)  feet  south 
of  the  southerly  line  of  Partition  street,  to  a  puiut 
IM  feet  east  of  the  easterly  line  of  Cottace  UUl 
street;  thence  southerly,  parallel  to  and  ir>)  feet 
c;ist  of  the  easterly  Une  of  Cottage  Hill  street,  to  a 
point  IW  feet  south  of  the  southerly  line  of  MiU 
street ;  thence  west,  parallel  to  and  l-'^J  feet  south 
of  the  southerly  line  of  said  Mill  street,  to  a  point 
where  the  said  line  will  intersect  the  west  bc^unds 
of  thceountyof  IicnsseUier ;  thence  nurth  alung 
the  said  west  bounds  to  the  place  (*f  b<--rin!ihiir, 
slutUbe  known  aud  distinguished  as  tlie  viiiage  oi 
lireenhurth.  »  *  •  ♦  The  olh»  ers  shall  be  a 
preslitent,  eight  trustees,  clerk,  street  ennmiis- 
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(rfoner  and  treasurer,  and  three  inspectors  of  eloo 
ik)n  in  each  ward. 

CHURCHES. 

As  early  as  the  year  1820  the  people  of  Green, 
bush  were  accustomed  to  meet  together  in  the 
village  school  house  to  hear  on  Sundays  various 
pniachers  discourse  upon  selected  Bible  texts. 
The  certificate  of  incorporation  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Greenbush  declares 
that  "a  meeting  of  the  male  inhabitants  of 
full  agre  who  have  been  statedly  in  the  habit  of 
attending  public  religious  worship  at  the  upper 
rcK3m  in  the  school  house  in  the  village  of 
Greenbush  *  *  *  was  held  at  said  room  on 
the  27th  day  of  April,  1S25,  pursuant  to  a  no- 
tice read  at  said  room  for  two  Sabbaths 
preceding  said  2rth  day  of  April,  imme- 
diately after  divine  service  ended  and 
the  first  notice  given  more  than  15  days  previ- 
ous to  said  27th  day  of  April,  1S25,  for  thepur- 
fjose  of  choosing  a  board  of  trustees  with  a 
view  to  the  incorporation  of  a  religious  society 
in  said  village  according  to  the  statute."  The 
trastees  chosen  were  Samuel  Cheever,  Hugh 
Gordon,  Jacob  S.  Miller,  Samuel  Tibbals,  jr., 
John  Alden,  Solomon  Cone  and  Merrick  Ross. 
The  organization  took  the  name  of  "  The  First 
Presbyterian  church  in  Greenbush." 

In  IS27  a  house  of  worship  was  erected  on 
land  donated  by  William  Akin.  The  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Stratton,  the  present  pastor,  was  installed 
June  25,  1S74. 

The  organization  of  the  First  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  of  Greenbush  took  place  in 
the  village  .school-house,  February  22,  At 
this  meeting  the  following  persons  were  elected 
trustees  :  James  Walker,  Enos  Northup,  Ben- 
jamin Bradbury,  Robert  D.  Kemp  and  James 
Ilallenbeck.  In  1S3;3  the  congregation  began 
the  erection  of  a  frame  building  for  a  place  of 
worship  on  Washington  street,  which  was  first 
used  for  worship  May  11,  1834,  the  Rev,  Joshua 
Poor  being  the  first  pastor.  In  18.53  the  old 
building  was  torn  down,  and  a  handsome  struc- 
ture of  brick,  05x42  feet,  erected  near  its  site,  at 
a  cost  of  about  :S8,(X)0.  It  was  dedicated  in  Janu- 
ary, 1854.  In  18(32  the  building  was  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  a  transept  24x02  feet,  at  a  cost 
of  ?7,(XX).  The  Rev.  R.  II.  Robinson  became 
pastor  of  this  congregation  in  l57'.). 

The  first  Protestant  Episcopal  church  organ- 
ized in  Greenbush  was  that  of  .the  "  Church  of 
the  Messiah."  The  congregation,  which  had 
J>'en  meeting  since  1851  in  iho  village  seliool 
house,  assembled  on  the  evening  of  the  I'.tth 
"f  July,  185:3,  Jeremiah  \au  Rensselaer, 
timirman.  A  vote  being  taken,  Jeremiah  Van 
Kcnsselaer  and  Henry  Finch  were  elected  church 
Wardens,  and  CJeorgc  S.  Weaver,  Alexander  II. 


Uenry,  Thomas  R.  Mather,  Frederick  (i.  Lane, 
Francis  Van  R-nsselaer,  lienjaniin  B.  Kirthind, 
John  M.  Eoudy  and  Squire  Gn  onht)gli  vt-fry- 
nu  n.  The  i»resent  church  edifice,  on  the  conn  r 
of  Third  avcrme  and  Washington  street,  was 
erect<'d  in  18.-);j-t.  The  Rev.  Edgar  T.  Chapman 
is  the  present  rector  of  this  church. 

St.  John's  Roman  Catholic  church  wasoriran- 
ized  alxjut  the  year  185U  by  the  Rev.  Jcjhii 
Cory,  who  became  the  first  resident  priest.  A 
small  church  was  erected  shortly  afturward, 
which  in  1857  gave  place  to  a  new  buildinir, 
built  at  an  expense  of  };12,()()0.  The  Rev.  James 
E.  Dully  is  the  present  pastor  and  the  P.ev.  .M. 
Scanlon  assistant.  The  church  has  about  2,Uo<j 
communicants. 

The  Greenbush  Baptist  church  sprang  from 
a  mission  established  by  the  Albany  Baptist 
missionary  union.  A  concregation  was  oru'an- 
ized  in  1870.  The  society  was  forinaily  incor- 
porated May  27,  1874.  The  following  trustees 
were  then  elected :  Merritt  II.  Waterbury. 
Thomas  Garrison,  D.  0.  Denison,  William 
Brooks,  Sylvester  Waterbury,  James  E.  Aiken 
and  James  A.  Campbell.  The  present  pastor, 
the  Rev.  Adoniram  Waterbmy,  was  installed 
February  1,  1874. 

The  second  Protestant  Episcopal  church  or- 
ganized in  Greenbush  was  the  body  knov.  n  as 
the  "Church  of  the  Epiphany,"  in  1873.  Sev- 
eral years  after  a  church  building  was  erected 
on  the  corner  of  Catharine  and  Third  streets. 
The  Rev.  Richard  Temple  is  the  rector. 

The  Greenbush  Congregational  church  was 
organized  in  187U  by  the  Rev.  B.  Stanton,  the 
present  pastor,  and  10  other  persons  from 
various  sister  churches.  The  church  buildiuc, 
on  the  comer  of  Partition  and  Third  streets, 
was  erected  in  1879-bO. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

The  Greenbush  Ouardian  was  first  published 
in  August,  1J>50,  by  A.  J.  Goodrich  and  after- 
wards by  J.  D.  Comstock. 

The  Iit>ist;ela(r  County  GaziJtr  had  its  first  is- 
sue September  8,  lb70,  Thomas  McKeeaTui  Dun- 
can MacFarlane,  publishers  and  propriet.>r>;. 
Early  in  the  summer  of  1871  Thomas  McKeo  be- 
came the  editor  and  owner  of  the  paper. 

The  Greenbush  Jkin<Krut  began  its  publica- 
tion December  2,  lb70,  by  Philip  F.  Bray,  the 
present  editor  and  proprietor. 

POPLXATION. 

The  village  of  Gr.  enbush  is  known  locally  by 
two  names.  Tin'  lower  or  southern  part  is 
called  by  the  former  name,  while  the  northeni 
jiart  is  geiierally  designated  as  East  Albany. 
The  Albany  and  Boston  railroad  freight  huu-ies 
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and  workshops  are  on  the  island  opposite,  as  is 
also  the  Greenbush  depot. 

In  ISiiG  Greenbush  contained  two  crrist  mills, 
on  Mill  creek,  a  distillery,  two  churches,  a 
nourishing  academy,  four  hotels,  eight  stores 
and  from  80  to  100  dwellings. 

At  present  the  steam  saw  mill  of  T.  ^^iles  & 
Co.,  that  of  C.  Warren  &  Son,  the  grist  mill 
and  malt  house  of  William  M.  Irwin  A:  Co.,  the 
grist  mill  of  Charles  C.  Lodewick,  the  steam 
cracker  bakery  of  Jonas  Whitinij  &  Co.,  the 
tannery  of  J.  Ru\i;er  &,  Son,  the  shoe  factory  of 
Walden  &  France,  and  the  Albany  stamping 
works,  Hoy  >k  Co.,  are  the  important  manufac- 
turing interests  of  the  village. 

The  population  of  the  town  of  Greenbush 
since  1800  is  as  follows  : 


1800  a,472 

 4,4:>i 

1S15  -^Mm 

ISW)  '.'.TJVJ 

1.^,'.')  -J.'.tl  1 

ISK)  3.V!1M 

 ;?.:u3 

18-iO  3,7U. 


lX-,0  



l^'^l)  

 0.74-' 

SOCIETIES. 

The  masonic  societies  of  Greenbush  embrace 
the  Greenbush  lodge  of  F.  and  A.  M.,  No.  3:{7, 
chartered  July  1,  l.s.>l.  The  (Jreenbush  Chap- 
ter, R.  A.  M.,  No.  274,  organized  February  2. 
1S70. 

The  Independent  order  of  Odd  P'ellows  have 
one  lodge,  the  Fanners'  and  Mechanics',  No. 
157. 

Of  temperance  societies  there  are  Irving  hulge 
I.  O.  of  G.  T.,  No.  ;20,  and  St.  Patrick's  Father 
Matthew  socit^ty. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  TOWNS  OF  RENSSELAER  COUNTY.  47 


CHAPTER  VI. 
TOWN  OF  EAST  GREENBUSH. 

The  Great  Forest  Extended  to  Canada— The  Building  of  a  Fort  at 
Paepsknee— An  Old  Dutch  Kirken  Boek— The  Famous  Springs  ok 
Harrowgate— The  Home  of  Minister  Genet— The  Military  Can- 
tonment at  Greenbush— The  Punishment  of  Riding  in  a  Whirli- 
gig—The Erection  of  the  Town  of  Clinton  —  Present  Statistics 
— Population. 


It  was  Cowper  who  longingly  sighed  : 
*'  O  for  a  lodge  in  some  vast  wilderness, 
Some  boundless  contiguity  of  sliade, 
Where  rumor  of  oppression  and  deceit. 
Of  unsuccessful  or  successful  war, 
Might  reach  me  no  more." 
The  peace-loving  poet  no  doubt  believed  that 
the  somber  surroundings  of  a  great,  continuous 
forest  were  protective  against  the  evil  machina- 
tions of  men.   Had  he  lived  in  America,  about 
the  year  1689,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson  river, 
where  then,  as  it  is  said,  was  a  vast  and  closely 
grown  wood  that  extended  from  Kindcrhook  to 
Canada,  perhaps,  he  would  not  have  thouiiht  it 
a  proper  place  for  the  realization  0/  his  fanci- 
ful conceptions  of  a  contented  retirement  from 
the  disturbing  enmities  of  mankind.  Through 
the  sunless  depths  of  this  immense  forest  bands 
of  horribly  painted  Indians  and  companies  of 
hostile  French  soldiers    sometimes  secretly 
moved  on  murderous  missions. 

PAEPSKyEE  ISLAND. 

The  first  Dutch  settlers  who,  with  cleaving 
axes,  had  felled,  here  and  there,  near  the  river, 
jcreen  trees  of  this  old  fon-st  of  pines,  dc 
^r'tnien  bosch,  and  had  upon  these  clearings 
I'Uilt  themselves  log  farm-houses,  were  often 
alarmed  by  the  sudden  incursions  from  Canada 
niassacring  bodies  of  savages  and  revenge- 
^i!  French  soldiery. 

OitlKisite  the  mainland  now  known  as 
Kafct  Cireenbush,  at  a  close  remove  from 
'iie,  sliore,  is  a  long  island  which  at  a 
'iuito  e.irly  date    had  receiveil  the  name 


of  Paepsknee.  This  isolated  piece  of 
land,  sometimes  called  Poepskeuekoes  and 
Papakcnenea,  it  would  seem,  was  selected  by 
the  Dutch  people  li\-ing  in  the  vicinity  as  a  place 
of  refuge  from  the  bloody  tomahawks  of  the 
Indians  and  the  capturing  hands  of  the  Cana- 
dian invaders.  For  at  a  convention  held  in  Al- 
bany on  the  4th  of  September  in  ye  Fir.-tyear 
of  ye  Reiirn  of  our  Souveraign  Lord  and  Lady, 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary  of  Eng'l,  France 
&  Ireland  ike  Defenders  of  ye  Faith,  Ao 
the  following  action  was  taken  for  the  defenso 
and  security  of  the  farmers  Uving  in  the  vicinity 
of  Paepsknee  island  : 

RtsoUtd,  iSince  there  Is  such  Eminent  Patirer 
Threatened  by  ye  French  of  Canida  and  tht-re 
Praying  Indiaii'J  to  Come  int<)  this  Country  to  kill 
autl  Destroy  there  Majcs  Subjects  that  there  he 
Inimeiliately  An  Express  sent  doune  to  Capt.  Lev.s- 
Icr  and  ye  Rest  of  ye  Militia  oflicersof  ye  C  ity  and 
County  of  New  Yorke  for  assistance  of  one  hun- 
dred men  or  more  for  ye  secureins:  of  there  Majes 
Fort  and  ye  out  Plantations  of  this  County  as  also 
a  Ptccruite  of  six  hundred  weight  of  Pouder  and 
foure  hundred  Bale  viz  to  CtX)  Two  Pounders  and 
2l>0  four  Pounders  with  some  match  &  one  hun- 
dred hanii  granadocs  out  of  tiicre  Majes  Stores 
and  Two  hundred  Pounds  out  of  there  Majes  Reve- 
nue which  we  understand  is  dayly  collected  by 
them  for  to  employ  ye  Ma^uase  andoyr  Indians  in 
there  Majes  Service  for  ye  Seeurinir  ye  front',  r 
Parts  of  this  County  from  any  Incursions  of  sd  In- 
dians or  Frencli. 

Ju^oivrd,  1  hat  Oif  re  be  a  fort  made  at  raepsknoe 
in  yo  most  Convenient  Place  «!fc  yt  Mei;;ert 
abrah  Claes  van  I'etten  maric  Coruelis  Kcrrit 
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gysbertsen  &  ye  luhiiljitants  of  Pacpsknce  make 
ye  Scimo  for  there  seeurity  to  retreat  into  upon  oc- 
cas-iou  &  that  albt  liycknuiri  &  John  Beckniau  sec 
it  effected. 

TttE  FIRST  DUTCH  CnUIiCU. 

Fot  a  long  time  after  the  settlement  of  the 
territory  now  included  within  the  town  of  East 
Greenbush  the  farmers  and  their  families  were 
in  the  habit  of  attending  relisfious  worship  at 
the  Dutch  church,  in  Albany.  When,  however, 
the  community  of  farmers  was  large  enough  for 
the  organization  of  a  congregation,  the  .setllers 
were  gathered  together  and  a  society  formed, 
which  took  the  name  of  the  Reformed  I*rotestant 
Dutch  church  of  Greenbush.  This  was  done 
in  the  year  17S7.  The  first  pastor  of  this  rural 
church  was  the  Rev.  Jacobus  Van  Campen 
Romeyn,  who,  being  licensed  by  the  s>-nod  of 
the  Dutch  Reformed  church  of  New  York, 
October  5,  1787,  began  his  pastorate  in  Febru-  j 
ary,  1788.  Shortly  after  the  passage  of  the 
state  law  in  regard  to  the  incorporation  of 
churches,  this  congregation  took  the  nec- 
essary steps  to  comply  with  the  legal 
enactment.  As  stated  in  the  preamble  of 
the  legal  certificate  of  the  meeting  held 
for  this  purpose  the  proceedings  of  the 
members  of  the  church  were  according  to 
"  an  act  making  such  alterations  in  the 
act  for  incorporating  religious  societies  as 
to  render  the  same  more  convenient  to  the  Re- 
formed Protestant  Dutch  congregations,  passed 
the  7th  day  of  March,  178-8.  The  meeting  vras 
held  in  the  church  at  Greenbush,  in  the  county 
of  Albany,  on  the  12th  of  August,  17SS.  The 
Ilcv.  Jacobus  Van  Campen  Romeyn,  minister  ; 
Christopher  Yates,  Abraham  Ostrandcr  and 
I'eter  M.  Van  Buren,  elders ;  and  Abraham 
Cooi>cr,  Kasparus  Witbeck  and  John  E.  Lans- 
ing, deacons,  were  then  and  there,  by  virtue  of 
the  said  act,  organized  as  The  minister,  elders 
and  deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
church  of  Greenbush." 

AN  OLD  CnURCII  BOOK. 

The  records  of  the  congregation  of  this  date 
are  still  preserved  in  the  clmreh  book,  which  Is 
written  in  "  black  Dutch."  On  the  title-page 
is  the  following : 

KtflenBotk 

tan  h(t 
Greene  Bos 

Bthelz>>nde  een  regWer  ran  gtdoopic,  fiuu  dijk,  ker- 
kciizienjit,  hnnddingcn,  etc.,  begonnen  door, 

JaatijH^  Van  Vamixn  Boimyn, 

Predlhmt  ran  de  ruda-ige  Otrtmntetn  ran  het 
Gr'tri^  Boi  t-n  Si  ho-ldck.   Anno  17^S. 

(Tlie  church  book  of  Greenbu.-h,  containimr  a 
rv'tristor  of  baptisms,  marriau'es.  services,  pro- 
ceedings, etc.,  iH-guii  !»y  Jacobus  Van  Cami-en 
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Romeyn,  preacher  of  low  German  at  (Greenbush 
and  8ehodack.    Year  17S8.] 

Among  the  :irst  members  of  the  church  wen* 
Anthony  Abrams,  Nancy  Abrams,  Andri(,'.s 
Bartcl,  Ilendrick  Brezee,  William  Buswell, 
Peter  Dint,'man,  Peter  Konda,  Abraham  Lan- 
sing, Direk  Ilan'^en,  Sanmel  Hitchcock,  Ilen- 
drick llollenbeck,  John  HoUiday,  Matthew  IIol- 
liday,  Thomas  Mcsiek,  Stephen  Muller,  Francis 
Ott,  James  Patten,  Jacobus  8alsbury,  Jonathan 
Salsbur>',  Joseph  Salsbury,  J(jhn  Schermerhorn, 
Robert  Scliarp,  Jeremiah  Shane,  Johannes 
Spoor,  Christian  Spring,  Adam  Tod,  Benjamin 
Van  den  Bergh,  Cornelius  Van  Buren,  Isaac 
Van  der  Poel,  Jonathan  T,  Witbeck,  Peter  W. 
Witbeck  and  Tobias  Witbeck. 

The  various  pastors  of  this  church  since  its 
organization  have  been  the  folIo^\^ng  :  nHS-l)*.), 
the  Rev.  J.  V.  C.  Romeyn  ;  1801-11,  the  Rev.  J. 
I  L.  Zabriskie;  1811-13,  the  Rev.  I.  Laba^h ; 
1814-22,  the  Rev.  N.  J.  Marselus ;  1822-2.^,  tho 
Rev.  B.  C.  Taylor ;  182G-29,  the  Rev.  A.  H.  Du- 
mont ;  1830-34,  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Liddell  ;  1.8:M-ry2, 
the  Rev.  E.  P.  Stimpson ;  lS.-)2-<30,  the  Rev.  J. 
R.  Talmage  ;  18(51-06,  the  PvCV.  P.  Q.  Wilson ; 
1806-77,  the  Rev.  W.  Anderson  ;  1877  to  date, 
the  Rev.  John  Steele,  D.  D. 

The  site  of  the  old  church  cditicc  was  near 
that  of  the  present  one.  Although  services 
were  held  in  the  old  one  as  early  as  178S,  it  was 
not  completed  for  a  number  of  years  afterward. 
On  February  10,  17U4,  the  committee  of  the 
ho;nse  of  assembly  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the 
church  for  an  act  permitting  them  to  create  a 
lottery  to  raise  money  to  complete  the  church, 
reported  against  granting  the  petition.  Tlie 
second  church  cditicc  was  built  in  l>^*jO  and 
dedicated  ip  18<jl.  The  church  has  a  Iara:<)  aiul 
active  membership,  and  an  excellent  Sunday 
school, 

TILE  TOWN  OF  GIlEENBUSn. 

The  territory  which  is  now  known  a.s  East 
Greenbush,  on  April  10,  1702,  was  desicrnated 
by  the  legislature  as  part  of  the  town  of  Green- 
bush, having  been  subtraetctl  from  the  town  of 
Rensselaerwyek  at  that  time.  The  Tierken 
kdl,  or  Mill  creek,  rises  in  the  to\vn  of  E;u^t 
Greenbush  and  flows  into  the  Hudson,  opposite 
Albany,  by  a  meanderintr  course  of  seven 
miles.  Moordencr's  creek,  having  its  source  in 
the  town  of  Sandlake.  flows  throutih  the  soulh- 
e.'ist  part  of  the  town  and  empties  into  the 
Hudson,  at  Castleton.  Along  the  Hudson,  oi>- 
posite  Albany,  the  land  b<'lou-._'ing  to  Fast 
Greenliush  rises  to  elevations  varying  from  U«i 
to  3W  fi  et.  A  hiijh  hili,  conspicuous  to  an  ol.»- 
server  looking  ciu<twar.lly  from  the  new  capitcsl 
building  in  Albany,  is  known  Ijy  the  name  of 
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I'onokose,  a  name  said  to  have  been  piven  it 
by  an  old  Stockbridgo  Indian.  Eastwardly 
fn)m  the  bluffs  alon?  the  river  the  surface 
d^^•p^cadfl  into  a  rollins:  upland,  risiuK  gradual- 
ly toward  the  eastern  boundaries  of  the  town. 
The  soil  is  composed  of  gravel,  sand  and  clay, 
and  is  quite  fertile. 

THE  HARROWGATE  SPRrSG. 

In  1702,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Green- 
bush  ferry,  a  spring  of  water  was  found,  which 
was  deemed  a  discovery  of  no  little  importance 
at  the  time.  Having  mineral  properties  simi- 
lar to  the  famous  Harrowgate  springs,  "20  miles 
west  of  York  city,  England,  and  valuable  to 
persons  having  diseases  of  the  skin,  scrofula 
and  gout,  this  spring  was  designated  by  the 
same  name,  which  it  retains  to  the  present  day. 
A  suitable  building  was  erected  for  visitors 
seeking  the  use  of  the  water.  Until  the  war  of 
1812  this  spring  attracted  considerable  atten- 
tion, but  when  in  1812  a  military  encampment 
was  formed  near  it,  the  frequenters  gradually 
decreased,  and  the  establishment  lost  favor 
with  the  public.  In  1822  a  second  effort  was 
made  to  popularize  the  spring  by  the  erection 
of  bathing  houses  and  other  accommodations, 
but  the  project  was  a  failure. 

THE  HOME  OF  GENET. 

The  name  of  Edmund  Charles  Genet  at  the 
close  of  the  eighteenth  century  was  a  very 
familiar  one  to  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
He  had  been  sent  from  France  in  December, 
1792,  as  minister  pleuipotentary  and  consul- 
general  to  this  country.  The  aversion  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States,  engendered  by  the 
war  of  the  revolution,  towardOreat  Britain,  had 
not  been  much  abated,  and  the  s>Tnpathy  of  the 
people  toward  France  was  still  generous  and 
affectionate.  When  the  French  republic  dc- 
clarcil  war  against  England.  Washingtoii,  as 
president,  was  obliged  to  issue  in  1703  a  procla- 
mation enjoining  strict  neutrality  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States.  Genet,  misled  by 
the  enthusiastic  reception  given  him  on 
his  arrival  in  this  country,  immediately 
began  to  use  his  influenee  to  excite  the  people 
into  a  state  of  opposition  to  this  proclamation. 
He  went  so  far  as  to  tit  out  vessels  and  to  com- 
mission officers  in  America  to  sail  the  high  seas 
in  quest  of  British  shippincr.  In  these  measures, 
it  is  said,  he  was  supported  by  an  opposition 
party,  or  as  it  began  to  be  called,  the  Democratic 
party,  which  now  undertook,  umlor  the  direct 
management  of  Genet  and  in  imitation  ot  the 
associated  parties  in  France,  to  form  demo- 
cratic societies  throughout  the  United  States. 
At  the  desire  of  President  Washington  the 
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French  minister  was  superseded.  In  IT'.M 
Genet  married  Cornelia  Tappan,  d.iuu'htcr  ul 
Gov.  George  Clinton,  and  settled  on  a  fariii.  ;it 
Jamaica,  L.  1.  In  March,  IblU,  his  wife  died, 
after  which,  he  took  up  his  rcsidcnci- 
in  the  town  of  (ireenbush,  now  Kiist  (Inm- 
bush,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  live<l  for 
the  most  part  of  his  life  until  the  day  of  liid 
death.  His  residence  was  kiiown  as  Prospect 
hill,  and  was  south  of  a  small  stream  calleil 
Mill  brook,  in  district  No.  1,  and  west  of  the 
Boston  and  Albany  railroad.  The  Genet  home- 
stead is  now  owned  and  occupied  as  a  sumiin  r 
residence  by  Nelson  Davenport  of  Troy.  In  1^1 4 
Genet  married  his  second  wife,  Martha  iirun- 
don  Osgood.  In  1810  he  removed  to  New  York, 
but  returned  to  his  farm  in  fJreenbush  in  1818. 
Ex-Minister  Genet  was  taken  sick  on  July  :j, 
18;M,  in  consequence  of  getting  wet  in  a  rain 
while  going  to  attend  a  meeting  of  an  agricul- 
tural society  of  which  he  was  president,  and 
before  which  he  was  to  deliver  an  address.  His 
illness  continued  until  the  14th  of  the  month, 
when,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  evening,  he  died. 

THE  TOMB  OF  GENET. 

In  the  burial  ground  in  the  rear  of  the  Dutch 
church  in  East  Greenbush  is  the  grave  of  ex- 
Minister  Genet.  The  slab  which  marks  his 
grave  bears  the  following  inscription  : 

Under  this  Humble  Stoue  are  interred  the  re- 
mains of  Edmund  Chnrles  Genet,  Late  Adjutant- 
General,  Minister  Plenipotentiary  And  Cuiisid- 
Geueral  from  the  French  Kopublic  to  tlie  United 
States  of  America.  He  was  born  at  Versailles, 
Parisli  of  St.  Louis,  in  Fi-ance.  Jan.  8,  KM.  and  died 
at  Prospect  Hill,  Town  of  Greenbush,  July  14,  IFvil. 
Driven  by  the  storms  of  the  revolution  to  the 
shades  of  retirement,  he  devoted  his  talents  to  h\-i 
adopted  country,  where  ho  cherished  the  love  of 
■liberty  and  virtue.  The  pursuits  of  literature  and 
scieuce  enlivened  his  peaceful  solitude,  and  he  de- 
voted his  life  to  usefulness  and  benevolence. 
last  m.>ments  were,  like  bis  life,  ane.\ami'h  of  for- 
titude and  true  Christian  philosophy.  His  heart 
^vas  love  and  friendship's  sun.  wbicii  has  set  on 
this  transitory  world  to  rise  with  radiant  splendor 
bevond  the  grave. 

By  the  side  of  his  grave  are  the  toujbs  of  his 
two  wives. 

TUE  UXITED  STATES  C.O.TO-NMENT. 

In  the  month  of  May,  1812,  the  United  States 
covernment  purcluvsed  about  30<)  acres  of  land, 
one  mile  and  a  half  east  of  the  villaire  ot 
(;reenbush,  lor  the  purpose  of  usin^  it  as  a 
military  post,  for  the  organization  of 
recruitid  nu  n  into  re-imcnts.  for  service  m 
the  war  au-ainst  (ireal  Britain  then  exi<tini;. 
The  persons  eonveyin-  the  tract  of  land  to  th- 
go\-t^rnment  were  Henry  Ward,  Thoma.s  L.  tr- 
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gett,  James  Thompson,  Samuel  Danton  and 
James  Head.  After  the  purchaj^e  had  been 
m?Ao.  it  was  discovered  that  an  exi'lu?ivo  title 
had  not  been  obtained  to  the  property.  A  deed, 
however,  was  some  time  atterward  piven  by 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  which  secured  the  full 
right  of  the  land  to  the  United  States. 
Maj.-Gen.  Dearborn,  the  commandant  of  the 
post,  began  at  once  the  erection  of  the  neces- 
sary buildings.  Eight  frame  buildings,  known 
as  the  barracks,  each  252x22  feet,  two  stories 
high,  with  basements,  were  erected,  four  on 
each  side  of  the  parade  ground,  which  occupied 
a  space  of  half  a  mile  in  width.  Four 
buildings,  90  feet  in  length,  two  stories 
high,  for  oCQcers'  quarters,  were  also  built, 
on  opposite  sides  of  the  parade  ground.  Two 
large  buildings  for  the  use  of  the  commissary 
department,  a  Ore  proof  arsenal,  built  of  brick, 
three  large  structures,  two  stories  high  and  !)0 
feet  long,  for  the  general's  headquarters,  hos- 
pital and  medical  departments  were  erected  on 
an  eminence  commanding  a  view  of  the  sur- 
rounding country.  Other  buildings  for  shelter 
for  men,  horses  and  cattle  were  constructed 
upon  the  ample  grounds  of  this  large  farm. 

BIDING  IN  THE  WHIRLIGIG. 

It  is  said  that  the  commanding  general  was 
a  man  of  many  eccentricities.  To  him  is  at- 
tributed, perhaps,  without  any  authoritative 
proof,  the  construction  of  an  instrument  of 
punishment  called  a  whii-ligig.  It  was  a  rudely- 
made  box  or  cage,  faced  with  slats,  that  could 
be  revolved  with  rapidity  around  an  upright 
post  that  passed  through  it.  The  person  to  be 
punished  for  the  commission  of  an  offense  was 
put  in  it,  his  hands  being  first  secured  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  bos,  which  was  whirled  around 
the  post.  The  exposed  position  of  the  of- 
fender thus  being  punished,  it  is  said,  never 
failed  to  attract  the  idle  crowd  of  hangers-on 
about  the  cantonment.  The  rapid  revolutions 
of  the  box  soon,  it  is  said,  caused  extreme  trid- 
diness,  and  prevented  the  person  subjected  to 
this  punishment  from  retaining  an  upright  po- 
sition, but  who  was  kept  from  falling  by  the 
firm  fastening  which  retained  his  hands. 

The  Greenbush  cantonment,  had  aceommo- 
tiations  for  over  4,(XX)  troops.  The  elevated  po- 
sition of  the  cami),  sometim.es  called  "  .Mount 
Madison,"  was  thought  at  first  to  bo  a  very 
healthy  one  ;  but  during  the  first  year  much 
sickness  occurred.  After  the  treaty  of  peace 
of  181."),  verv  few  soldiers  were  stafioncd  at  the 
post,  and  finally,  on  -May  2,  IKU.  the  property 
was  sold  by  the  government  to  Hathorn  MeCul- 
loch  of  Albany,  who  made  the  place  his  resi- 
dence untU  his  death.  The  property  in  1S43  was 


I  divided,  one  part  of  whleh  is  the  now  th^  prop- 
1  ety  of  William  A.  McCulloch,  son  of  Huthom 
McCulloeh,  and  the  remainder  is  retained  by 
the  hitter's  grandcliildren,  William  H.  Kirt- 
land,  Albert  B.  Kirtland  and  .Mrs.  A.  G.  Genet. 

TEE  TOWN  OF  CLINTON. 

The  town  of  East  Greenbush  was  first  known 
by  the  name  of  Clinton.  The  board  of  super- 
visors of  Rensselaer  county,  in  answer  to  a  pe- 
tition of  more  than  12  freeholders  of  the  town 
of  Greenbush,  granted  the  erection  of  the  town 
of  Clinton,  on  the  23d  of  February,  1855.  Fol- 
lowing the  description  of  the  boundaries  of  the 
town  of  North  Greenbush,  which  was  erctcd  at 
the  same  time,  are  tlie  following  words  describ- 
ing the  limits  of  the  town  of  Clinton  : 

-\11  the  reraaiuintr  part  of  the  town  of  Greenbtisli. 
exccptinfr  that  part  tliereof  embraced  \\ith in  th'* 
present  limits  of  the  villaire  of  Greenbuyh,  and 
bounded  northerly  by  the  southern  boundary  line 
of  said  village  and  the  .southern  boundary  line  of 
the  above-named  town  of  North  Greenbu.-'h.  here- 
by erected  ;  easterly  and  southerly  by  tlo  present 
easterly  and  southerly  boundary  lines,  respective- 
ly, of  the  town  of  Greenbush  ;  and  westerly  by  the 
present  westerly  boundary  line  of  the  tfi^'n  of 
Greenbush,  and  the  easterly  boundary*  lino  of  ^ai•l 
village,  is  hereby  erected  and  constituted  a  ntw 
and  separate  town  by  the  name  of  Cliutou. 

**««««• 

The  first  annual  meeting  in  tlie  said  tovv-n  "f 
Clinton  hereby  erected  shall  be  held  at  the  house 
of  William  R.  Defrecst,  in  East  Greenbush.  in  eaid 
town  of  Clinton  hereby  erpcted.  Said  [meetlni?] 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April.  IS-V). 
and  annually  thereafter,  at  such  places  as  a  ma- 
jority of  the  electors  of  said  [toNvn]  *  •  • 
shall  determine.  *  *  *  Frederick  R.  Rockefel- 
ler. John  J.  Sliter  and  Philip  L.  Ryse«iorph,  three 
electors  of  said  town  of  Clinton  hereby  erected, 
are  hereby  designated,  wh<>se  duty  it  shall  be  to 
preside  at  the  first  annual  meeting  In  the  respective 
town  as  aforesaid,  appoint  a  clerk,  open  and  keep 
the  polls,  and  exercise  the  same  powrrs  as  jus- 
tices of  the  peace  when  presiding  at  town  meet- 
ings. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

The  first  annual  town  meeting,  as  ordcrinl. 
was  held  at  the  place  appointed,  on  -\pril  3, 
IS'o.  The  following  persons  were  selected  offi- 
cers of  the  town  of  Clinton  : 

Supervisor,  Frederick  R.  Rockefeller;  town 
cleric,  Willium  R.  Dc  Fn-est ;  assessors,  Barney 
iloes,  David  Do  Freest,  jr..  Martin  D.  De  Freest; 
cimimissioner  of  hiphways,  David  Phillips;  over- 
seers of  the  poor,  Adam  Dinps,  John  W.  Crav.-r: 
jiistiees  of  the  pence,  Andrew  L.  Wetherwax- 
Frt  dt-riek  RiK-kefeller,  Thonuis  B.  Simmon-'.  Wil- 
liam Hol-;apple :  superiiilend«-nt  of  cnmavn 
schools.  H<  nry  J.  Convl  ;    collcet«jr.   Harris  N. 

I  Elliot  ;  constables.  Iknry  Dstrnmier.  IYed<  rick  B. 

'  Conkey,  Jacob  Earing,  Uarris  N.  EUiot ;  insi;ecton 
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of  electioa,A.  B.  Kirtland,  Leonard  L.  Ryscdorph  ; 
I»i>undma.sters,  John  W.  Craver,  W.  11.  De  Freest, 
I'l  tor  G.  Clark, 

The  act  to  change  the  name  of  the  town  of 
C  linton,  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  to  that  of 
Etust  Greenbush,  was  passed  April  14,  1858. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CIIURCU. 

For  sometime  previous  to  the  or.c:anization  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  the  village 
of  F^t  Greenbush  in  1875,  the  people  of  this 
denomination  had  been  in  the  habit  of  assem- 
bling together  in  private  houses  for  religious 
worship.  The  first  regular  pastor  of  this  church 
was  the  Rev.  Joseph  Zweifel,  who  served  from 
18T5-77  ;  the  Rev.  J.  S.  Bridgeford,  1877-1878  ; 
1878  to  date  the  Rev.  Charles  W.  Rowley.  The 


society  possesses  a  very  commodious  ehureh  in 
the  village  of  East  Greenbush. 

TUE  VILLAGE  OF  EAST  GnEENDLSH. 

The  only  village  in  the  town  is  that  of  Ea<t 
Greenbush,  which  is  situate  very  near  the 
middle  of  the  southern  boundary  line  of  tlu* 
town.  The  present  population  of  the  village 
is  lUl  persons.  Twenty-live  houses  compr.>o 
the  number  of  buildings  in  the  village.  There 
are  two  churehes,  one  hotel,  one  .store,  one 
blacksmith  shop  and  one  paint  shop  in  the 
place.  A  postoffice  was  established  here,  Febru- 
ary 23,  1855. 

POl'ULATIOX  OF  THE  TOWN. 
1865  1.B06  I  1S70  1.S45 

imo  i,k(jt  1N75  a.tvy 

1865  l.««  1  1680  .M..'7 
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CHAPTER  VII. 
THE  TOWN  OF  NORTH  GREENBUSH. 

A  Part  of  Pafraets  Dael  —  Dickop's  House  on  the  Hudson  — The 
First  Settlers  of  the  Territory  —  Bath  to  Rival  Ballstcjn  — 
Erection  of  the  Town  of  North  Greenbush  —  The  Villages  of 

.  the  Town  —  Sketches  of  the  Churches  and  Newspapers  —  The 
Population. 


Rural  life,  pictured  in  the  thoughful,  melan- 
choly utterances  of  Gray,  in  his  "Elegy  Written 
in  a  Country  Church j-ard,"  has  tilled  many  a 
heart  v,ith  the  quiet  beauty  and  unassumed  at- 
tractions of  its  sober  surroundings.  The  hum- 
ble, lalx)rious  men  who  have  tilled,  so^vn  seed, 
and  harvested  during  the  long  centuries  since 
Adam  left  Eden  need  no  grander  tribute  than 
the  immortal  verse  of  the  poet  to  enhance  the 
part  they  took  in  the  world's  work  : 
'*  Oft  did  the  harvest  to  their  sickle  yield, 

Their  furrow  oft  the  stubborn  glebe  has  broke  ; 
llow  jocund  did  they  drive  their  teams  afield  ! 

How  bowed  the  woods  beneath  their  sturdy 
stroke  1 

Let  not  Ambition  mock  their  useful  toil, 
Their  homely  joys,  and  destiny  obscure." 

THE  HOUSE  OF  THE  LOGGERHEAD. 

That  part  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck 
now  embraced  in  the  territory  of  the  town  of 
North  Greenbush  was,  in  1H3<),  according  to  the 
designations  on  the  map  of  Gillis  Van  Schen- 
del,  kno^^•n  as  the  southern  portion  of  Pafraets 
dael.  A  little  south  of  the  kill  which  is  im- 
mediately north  of  Defreestville,  running  west- 
ward to  the  river,  was  the  marked  position  of 
a  rudely  built  hut,  known  as  DU-kop's  huis,— 
the  loggerhead's  house.  In  the  river,  opposite 
it,  were  three  islands,  called  "  Blomiaert's 
Eylanden."  These  islands,  which  still  remain, 
extending  southward  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Wynant's  kill,  were  in  1773  known  by  the 
names  of  Bricker's,  Flatt's  and  Schuyhr 
islund-s,  as  shown  on  a  map  made  that  year  by 
Robert  Yates. 

Being  so  near  the  river  and  situatt-d  at  the 
foot  of  the  steep  hills,  it  may  be  conjectured 


that  Dirkop*s  ?iuU  was  the  hut  of  some  Indian 
who,  in  ir>;30,  was  friendly  to  the  Dutch  settk-rs, 
and  who  on  account  of  his  obtuscness  had  re- 
ceived the  name  of  thick-skull,  or  logger- 
head. 

THE  NAMES  OF  TUE  F1H3T  SETTLERS. 

The  territory  of  North  Greenbush  being  up- 
land, or  elevated  above  the  river,  along  the 
shores  of  which  it  juts  out  in  bold  declivitous 
ridges,  is  dissociated  from  all  the  uses  made  ot 
such  a  navigable  stream,  except  at  Bath-on-the- 
Iludsou,  where  the  hill  is  more  disuuit  oastward- 
ly,  and  a  wider  tract  ot  lowland  esteuds  fur 
some  distance,  southwardly  and  northwardly. 
The  soil  is  somewhat  sandy,  mixed  with  ciay. 
and  is  well  adapted  for  agricultural  uses.  Th>' 
greater  number  of  its  lirst  settlers  occupied 
farms  in  this  section  of  the  manor  of  Keusso- 
laerv>Tck  as  early  as  the  year  lOTU. 
A  century  afterwards  about  a  score  of 
homesteads  diversihed  the  landscape,  and 
nearly  the  entire  portion  of  the  land  was  under 
cultivation.  Opposite  the  patroon's.  house, 
which  was  on  the  western  side  of  the  river,  a 
road  ran  from  the  river  east  wardly  toward  Sand- 
lake.  Where  it  terminated  at  the  river  was  a 
ferry,  which  transported  the  waerons  and  sleighs 
bearing  the  annual  ground  rents  of  grain,  wood 
and  fowls  of  the  farmers  to  the  west  side, 
where  were  the  patroon's  great  storehouses. 

On  the  map  of  the  manor  of  Rcnsselaerwyek 
made  by  John  K.  Bleeker,  in  17(57,  apiK>ar  the 
ilesii/nated  sites  of  the  early  farm-houses  within 
this  territory.  South  of  the  road  runniri;,'  fruni 
the  river  eastwardly  toward  Samllake,  and 
west  of  the  one  running  m^rthwardly  toward 
the  site  of  Troy,  Wius  the  home  of  Widow  .Min- 
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vrt  Van  Eiveren.  On  the  other  side  of  the 
-  and  north  of  this  farm-house  was  that  of 
J  aria  Sharp.     West  of  the  north  road  and 

urthward  of  Juria  Sharp's  house  was  the 
\ome  of  Reinier  Van  Alstyne.  More  to  the 
nurth  of  it,  and  near  the  river,  was  the  farm- 
house of  John  Crannel.  Eastward  of  it,  and  on 
I'.e  west  side  of  the  north  road  were 
the  homes  of  Marte  and  Philip  Deforest. 
( m  the  opposite  side  of  the  road  was  the  house 
of  David  Deforest.  Beyond  it  to  the  north  was 
the  house  of  Rutger  Van  Den  Bergh,and  north 
lit  it  that  of  Cornelis  M.  Van  Buren.  West  of 
the  north  road  and  south  of  the  Wynants-kill 
Has  the  farm-house  of  Philip  Wendell.  South 
of  the  Sandlake  road  was  the  house  of  Law- 
rence Rysdorp,  and  north  of  it  those  of  Edward 
Hogg,  Wilhelmus  Van  Deusen  and  John  Fonda. 
Tbese  early  settlers  are  still  represented  by  the 
families  of  the  DeFreests,  Van  Deuberghs,  Van 
AlstjTies,  Fondas,  Wendells  and  others, 
which  lu  most  instances  dwell  in  the  old 
homesteads  of  their  ancestors.  In  the 
history  of  the  town  the  male  members 
of  nearly  all  of  them  have,  from  time 
to  time,  been  conspicuous,  representing 
with  fidelity  and  honor  offices  in  the 
churches,  town  and  districts.  Among  the  pe- 
culiarities of  family  names,  perhaps,  there  is 
no  other  national  characteristic  so  apparent  as 
that  manifested  by  the  Dutch  in  the  change- 
fulness  of  the  orthography  of  surnames.  It  is 
often  difficult,  during  a  long  period  of  years, 
to  put  together  the  connecting  links  of  a  family's 
history  on  this  account,  and  no  little  trouble  is 
Riven,  when  a  writer  finds  so  many  variations 
existing  in  the  modes  of  spelling  individual 
names. 

BATH  IN  1800, 

Before  the  close  of  the  last  century  the  won- 
derful efficacy  of  the  waters  of  several  mineral 
springs  at  Bath  had  made  the  little  hamlet 
somewhat  conspicuous  as  a  place  of  cure. 
John  Maude,  an  English  traveler,  visiting  places 
t»f  note  in  the  United  States,  in  1^00,  thus 
?ix.'ak8  of  its  notoriety,  in  his  journal,  dated 
Monday,  June  :30,  of  that  year: 

Cros.sed  the  river  to  Bath,  a  town  lately  laid  out 
^'t  the  patroon ;  it  at  present  consists  of  about 
ifiiriy  houses,  but  it  is  very  doubtful  if  its  further 
jjn>t:ves3  will  be  so  rapid.  The  medicinal  springs 
a^Jul  the  baths,  at  one  time  so  much  vaunted,  are 
ti"W  shut  up  and  neijlected ;  yet,  as  a  watcrinpr 
l  latM?,  It  was  to  have  rivaled  Ball^-town,  and  as  a 
ira.Ung  place,  Lansiut,'bur?h  and  Troy. 

A  country  g-irl  returning  from  market,  (who 
'  r.)-,s*^a  the  ferry  at  the  same  time,)  ^poke  Dutch 
^'  <l  English  with  equal  rtuency,  and  I  may  aild  | 
>^Ufi  equal  pertness.   Climbed  the  heights  east  of  | 
i5*th;  fine  view  of  the  river  ami  of  Troy.  He- 


tumed  by  the  lower  or  Creenbush  ferry.  Never 
saw  the  wild  grape  and  wild  strawberry  vinos  In 
greater  profusion;  in  the  coppice  near  the  river 
scarcely  a  tree  that  did  not  supjMirt  one  of  the 
former;  or  a  field  that  was  not  overrun  by  the 
latter.  This  ramble  was  a  very  wild  and  a  very 
pleasant  one;  the  air  bracing  and  refreshing,  and 
highly  perfumed  witli  the  fragrance  of  wild  rones 
and  red  clover.  White  clover  is  a  native  of  thU 
country;  the  red  Is,  I  believt-,  an  exotic,  th.ough  it 
Is  now  to  be  found  in  a  wild  state  all  over  this  part 
of  the  country,  even  in  the  woods.  The  birds.  I 
noticed,  were  boblincolns,  brown  thrashers  and 
robins. 

THE  ERECTION  OF  NORTH  OREEXBUSH. 

The  erection  of  the  town  of  North  Greenbush 
from  a  portion  of  the  town  of  Greenbu.-^h  was 
due  to  "  an  application  having  been  made  to 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county  of  Rens- 
selaer by  12  freeholders  and  upwards  of  the 
town  of  Greenbush,  in  said  county,  praying  for 
a  division  of  said  town  and  the  erection  of  two 
towns  therefrom."  This  petition  was  OTanted 
by  the  board  of  supervisors  on  the  23d  of 
February,  1855.  The  boundaries  of  the  town 
as  fixed  upon  were  as  follows  : 

By  a  line  beginning  at  a  point  in  the  western 
boundar>-  line  of  the  Dresent  tovra  of  Greenbush. 
and  at  the  nortliwest  corner  of  the  chartered  lim- 
its of  the  village  of  Greenbush.  and  running  along 
the  northern  line  of  said  chartered  limits  to  t)ie 
northeast  comer  of  said  limits  ;  then  on  a  straight 
line  eastwardly  to  the  south  side  of  the  dwelling 
house  of  J.  Prujm  Van  Alien  ;  thence  eastwardly 
on  a  straight  line  to  the  south  side  of  the  dwelliiig 
house  of  John  P.  DeFreest ;  thence  on  a  straight 
line  eastwardly  to  the  south  side  of  the  present 
dwelling  house  of  George  J.  sharpe :  thence  on  a 
straight  line  eastwardly  to  a  point  in  the  eastern 
boundary  line  of  the  town  of  Greenbush  and  the 
western  boundary  of  the  town  of  Sandlake,  which 
said  point  is  distant  about  eight  chains  and  eighty 
links  southerly  from  the  centre  of  a  road  or 
public  highway  leading  to  the  Albany  and 
Sandlake  plankroad,  past  the  late  dv^-el!ing  hou^e 
of  Peleg Thomas,  and  where  his  widow  now  resides 
—which  said  line  shall  be  the  southern  boundary 
of  a  new  town  hereby  erected  ;  and  the  eastern 
and  western  boundar>'  lines  of  said  town  shall  be 
and  remain  such  parts  of  the  present  ea>tem  and 
western  boundary  Hues  respectively  of  the  present 
town  of  Greenbush  as  lie  northwardly  of  the  points 
in  said  eastern  and  western  boundary  lines  respec- 
tively, where  the  same  are  respectively  intersected 
by  said  southern  boundary  line  of  tlie  afore-aid 
now  town.  And  the  northern  boundary  line  of  the 
town  of  Greenbush  shall  be  and  remain  the  north- 
ern boundary  hue  of  said  new  town,  and  ail  the 
territory  lying  within  iht;  boundaries  above  named 
is  h'  Tt  by  erected  and  eoti:5titut»'d  au«-w  and  s.  pa- 
I  rate  towu  by  the  name  of  North  Greenbush.  •  *  * 
I  The  first  annual  meeting  In  tlie  said  town  of 
'  North  (ireeul>usb  hereby  erected  shall  bo  held  la 
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the  house  of  John  Mason,  In  Blooming  Grove,  In 
said  town  of  North  Greenbush.  »  *  •  said 
[meetin^i]  shall  be  held  ou  the  iirst  Tuesday  of 
April,  IbVj,  and  annually  thereafter,  at  such  places 
as  a  majority  of  the  electors  of  said  [town]  *  •  * 
shall  determine  according  to  law.  And  Henry 
Frazee,  William.  Witbeck  and  James  Dearstyno, 
three  electors  of  said  town  of  North  Greenbuah 
hereby  erected,  •  *  *  are  hereby  designated 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  preside  at  the  first  an- 
nual meeting  In  their  *  ♦  *  town  as  aforesaid, 
appoint  a  clerk,  open  and  keep  the  polls  and  exer- 
cise the  same  powers  as  justices  of  the  peace  when 
presiding  at  town  meetings. 

THE  FIRST  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

In  accordance  with  the  action  of  the  board 
of  supervisors,  the  first  town  meeting  was  held 
on  Tuesday,  April  3,  1855.  The  following  per- 
sons were  elected  officers  of  the  town  of  North 
Greenbush : 

Supervisor,  Abram  Witbeck  ;  town  clerk.  Garret 
Vanderburgh;  assessor,  Philip  L.  De  Freest; 
commissioners  of  highways,  Rinier  M.  De  Freest, 
Matthew  V.  A.  Fonda,  Francis  E.  Ritchie  ;  jus- 
tices of  the  peace,  Barney  Wendell,  Abram  Wit- 
beck;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Cornelius  Dubois, 
John  G.  Sharp ;  collector,  David  D.  De  Freest ; 
superintendent  of  common  schools,  Sandford  A. 
Tracy ;  inspectors  of  election,  first  district,  John 
Fonda,  John  W.  Vandenburgh,  George  W.  Green  ; 
(appointed),  second  district,  Andrew  V.  Barrenger, 
Alonzo  N.  Kinney,  James  Henderson,  (appointed) ; 
constables,  David  H.  Wyland,  Chauncey  I.  Wen- 
dell, David  S.  Wendell,  Harmon  Snyder,  Barney 
Cole;  sealer  of  weights  and  measures,  John  B. 
Marble ;  poundmasters,  John  Mason  and  H.  Fer- 
guson. 

VILLAGES. 

The  village  of  Bath-on-the-Hudson  received 
Its  name  from  several  mineral  springs  discov- 
ered in  its  immediate  vicinity  during  the  latter 
part  of  the  last  century.  So  great  was  consid- 
ered their  importance  that  wide  publicity  was 
given  to  the  remarkable  properties  oi  the  water 
flowing  from  them,  and  bath  houisos  for  invalids 
were  erected  in  close  proximity  to  them.  In 
Spofford's  gazetteer  of  the  state  of  New  York, 
1824,  the  village  is  described  as  being  one  mile 
from  (ireenbush.  *'  It  stands  on  the  declivity 
of  the  dr>',  gravelly  river  hill,  has  some  docks, 
stores,  about  40  houses  and  an  extensive  tan- 
nery and  some  small  business  in  trade.  The 
eastern  turnpike  extends  from  Bath  through 
Sandlake  and  Berlin  to  Wiiliamstown,  In  the 
Btate  of  Massachusetts." 

Tlie  uuincry  refered  to  was  that  of  James  and 
John  \S'o*xls,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Broad- 
way and  Tracy  street. 

The  present  population  of  the  village  is  about 
'2,m  inhabitants.   The  ferry  which  eounects 


the  village  with  the  north  part  of  Albany 
operated  by  Fitchet  A:  Smith. 

The  lire  department  Is  represented  by  tw.. 
companies,  one,  the  W.  S.  lievenor  protectiv.  -. 
organized  in  1S7G,  and  the  other,  the  A.  L 
llotchkin  hook  and  ladder  company,  formed  in 
iS74. 

INCORPORATION  OF  UATH-ON-TUE-HLDSON. 

Bath-on-the-Hudson  was  incoriM>rated  by  an 
act  of  the  legislature,  passed  yiay  5,  IbTl :  ■ 
bounded  as  follows  :  I 
Beginning  at  a  point  on  the  ca.<t  shore  of  the  r 
Hudson  river  (at  low  water  mark),  where  the  uurth 
I  line  of  the  town  of  (ireenbush  Int'-rseots  the  sai<l 
j  river  ;  and  running  thence  from  saitl  point  aluDj 
I  the  said  north  line  of  said  town  of  Greenbush  T 
j  south,  50  degrees  40  niiuutes  east,  about  2,o>)  f«rei  a 
to  the  centre  of  Quackendary  kill  (lu  tliis  liuc  there  £ 
are  two  stone  mouumonts  set  in  the  ground,  one  \ 
on  the  west  side  of  Broadway,  and  one  on  tht: 
brow  of  the  hill  west  of  the  said  C^uackeudary  kill, 
to  Indicate  the  direction  of  the  line) ;  tht-uce  up  and 
along  the  centre  of  .said  Quaekendar>'  kill,  and  the 
most  westerly  branch  thereof,  toa  stoueraouiiment 
set  in  the  ground,  and  which  said  stone  monument  ^ 
bears  south,  16  degrees  45  minutes  west.  110  leet  I 
from  a  stone  raonumeut  set  in  the  ground  on  the 
north  side  of  the  Albany  and  Sandlake  plank-  ! 
road:  thence  north.lt)  degrees  45  minutes  east.  ^ 
145  feet  to  said  stone  monument  on  the  north  »id«?  « 
of  said  Albany  and  Sandlake  plank-road ;  and 
thence  south  80  detrrees  St)  minutes  west,  ah  »ut 
1.19 1  feet  to  a  stone  monument  in  the  centre  of  the  i 
gateway  at  the  entrance  to  the  grounds  of  P.  >.  j 
Forbes;  thence    north,    :.'l    degrees  ii5  min- 
utes   east,  about  406  feet  to  a  stone  mou-  » 
ument ;    thence    nortli,   40    degrees    30  niiu- 
utes  west,  about  1.700  feet  to  the  Hudson  river; 
thence  westerly,  and  at  right  angles  to  the  shore 
of  said  Hudson  river,  until  such  line  meets  the  . 
channel  of  said  river;  thence  down  and  ali'Ug  ibt; 
said  channel  (and  which  line  is  the  westerly  bound-  ' 
ary  of  the  couuty  of  Rensselaer)  until  a  line  drawu  • 
westerly  and  at  right  angles  to  the  shore  of  said 
river  from  the  place  of  beginning  shall  iulersed 
said  channel ;  and  thence  from  said  point  easterly 
to  the  place  of  beginning  ;  and  contaiulnsr.  exclu- 
sive of  said  river,  about  250  acres,  as  surveyed  by 
L.  D.  Eddy  aud  others,  and  the  courses  taken  aJ 
the  magtieiic  needle  now  points,  comprisinu  a  part 
of  the  t()\vn  of  North  Greenbush,  in  the  county  .  f 
Rensselaer  and  state  of  New  York,  to  be  known 
and  distinguished  as  the  village  of  Bath-on  tlie- 
Hudson.  ( 

WYNANTSKILL. 

The  hamlet  of  Wynantskill  is  in  the  north- 
east part  of  the  town,  on  a  small  stream  of 
water  from  which  it  derives  it  name.  In  l?i4 
it  is  spoken  of  us  having  about  :^')  buildings  aud 
a  church  in  it.  It  became  a  post  viiia-'«- 
about  the  year  iviO  ;  Dr.  Ascph  Clark  beiuk' 
the  first  po.',tmaster.    Wynantskill  h.^8  now  li 
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jK.piilatlon  of  about  300  inhabitants,  50  houses, 
swo  churches,  two  hotels,  one  »U)To,  throe 
I  'arksmith  shops,  throe  carria{?e  shops,  one 
tarnesa  and  one  shoemaker  shop. 

DEFREESTVILLE. 

Pcfrcestville,  named  in  honor  of  the  De  Freest 
or  DeForest  family,  is  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  town.  It  is  also  kno^^•n  by  the  name  of 
Blooming  Grove.  The  present  population  num- 
K'nj  about  115  persons.  There  are  26  houses, 
1  ohurch,  two  hotels,  1  blacksmith  shop,  1  shoe- 
maker shop  and  1  wagonmaker  shop  in  the 
place.  A  postoffice  was  established  here  about 
a  half  century  ago. 

TUB   REFOBMED   PROTESTANT    DUTCH  CHURCH 
OF  WrSAKTSKILL. 

This  religious  society  was  organized  about 
the  year  1793.  On  May  17,  1824,  at  a  meeting 
of  the  consistory  of  the  church,  Andrew  Finch, 
John  Coonradt,  John  P.  Clapper  and  Frederick 
is.  Barrenger,  elders,  and  Henry  Frazce,  Fred- 
crick  Barrenger,  Francis  Bradt  and  James 
Westfall,  assumed  the  name  of  the  "  Mini  ter, 
elders  and  deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Dutch  church  of  Wynantskill."  The  church 
has  about  100  members. 

A  second  Dutch  Reformed  church,  an  out- 
growth of  the  former  society,  was  organized 
about  15  years  ago,  and  has  a  neat  house  of 
worship. 

THE  DUTCH  CHURCH  OF  BLOOMISG  GROVE. 

On  the  26th  day  of  December,  ISU,  the 
Dutch  church  of  Blooming  Grove  was  formed. 
In  the  certiticate  of  incorporation  Matthew- 
Van  Alstyne,  Guysbert  Van  Denbergh,  Leonard 
Kysdorp  and  Samuel  Earing,  elders,  and  Mar- 
tin DeFreest,  William  Crannel,  William  W.  Van 
Denbergh  and  John  P.  Witbeck,  deacons,  cer- 
tify that  they  took  the  name  of  *'the  Dutch 
church  of  Blooming  Grove,  in  the  town  of 
Greenbush."  The  house  of  worship  of  this 
congregation,  in  Defrcestville,  is  a  ver>'  neat 
and  commodious  building. 

THE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  NORTH  GREEN- 
BUSH. 

This  society  was  established  by  the  Albany 
liaptist  missionary  union,  which  erected  the 
tlrsi  building  used  by  it  as  a  place  of  worship. 
The  First  Baptist  church  of  North  Greonbush 
was  organized  January  6,  1S<"'6,  iu  the  mission 
building  on  the  conior  of  Ferry  and  First 
f-tri  cts,  in  Bath.  The  Rev.  William  F.  Benedict 
"'•oeame  the  lirst  p.v^tor  of  the  oonirrogation  in 
■January,  1S0().  In  "  S71  the  tirst  frame  building 
'^''as  torn  down,  and  a  second  frame 
nmcture    erected     on     its    site,  which 


was  dcHtroycl  by  Arc,  Janunry  21.  1^74. 
A  third  frame  Ijuilding  was  cret  tod  in  IST,"),  on 
the  corner  of  First  and  Church  sfr»'ets,  which 
was  dedicated  February  IH,  1S75,  the  sorviccn 
being  conducted  hy  the  Rev.  .\.  Watorbury, 
the  Rev.  John  Love,  the  Rev.  Frank  Rodi;er>< 
Morse,  the  Kov.  D.  M.  Reeves,  D.  D.,  the  lie  v. 
C.  W.  Bridgenian,  D.  D.,  and  the  Hev.  J.  L. 
Ray,  pastor.  The  buildinp  cost  >:in,()0<J,  and 
has  a  seating  capacity  for  400  persons.  The 
present  membership  numbers  about  175  p»'r- 
sons.  The  following  are  the  terms  of  the  dif- 
ferent pastors  of  the  contrrccrution  :  The  lU  v. 
Wm.  F.  Benedict,  January-,  \S'A),  to  Jaimary, 
18(59 ;  the  Rev.  J.  W.  Hammond,  November, 
18G9  to  September,  1870;  the  Rev.  Wm.  II. 
Donward,  September,  1871  to  Augu.st,  1872  ;  the 
Rev.  J.  L.  Ray,  September,  1S73,  to  September. 
Ib77  ;  the  Rev.  R.  N.  Van  Doren,  the  present 
pastor,  from  April  1,  1878. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  BATH. 

The  organizatian  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
church  of  Bath  was  due  to  the  active  and  suc- 
cessful efforts  of  the  Albany  Methodist  Sunday 
school  union  about  the  year  1SG7.  The  Rev.  A. 
A.  Farr  in  1SG8,  and  the  Rev,  Loui.'?  A.  Beaudry 
in  1869,  were  the  first  missionary  pastors  of 
this  congregation.  The  present  membership  of 
the  church  is  about  150  persons. 

THE  FREE  METHODIST  CHURCH  OF  BATH. 

This  society  was  organized  in  Bath  about  the 
year  1872  by  the  Rev.  A.  Burdick.  A  neat 
frame  church  edifice  was  erected  in  1874  on 
Second  avenue,  at  a  cost  of  i^)0,  which  Las 
about  150  seats.  The  Rev.  Aaron  Burdick  is 
the  present  pastor  of  the  church. 

NEWSPAPERS. 

The  Bath  Sun  was  first  published  May  1, 
1874,  by  William  II.  Westfall.  John  D. 
Houchtaling  succeeded  him  in  the  owner- 
ship of  the  paper,  April  1,  1876.  The  publica- 
tion of  the  paper  was  discontinued  August  1, 
1879. 

The  Fast  AWuny  News,  which  was  first  is- 
sued October  16,  1875,  and  chancrod  in  October, 
1876,  to  the  Grfcnbush  Dtmocrat,  was  established 
by  John  D.  Iloughtaling,  the  publisher  of  the 
Bath  Sun. 

The  Kvtniun  Star,  still  published  at  Bath,  was 
first  issued  in  March,  1873,  by  C.  F.  R.  Coe  <fc 
Co.  publishers.   The  paiMT  is  now  known  as 
I  the  Kvaiu>n  .'>(ar  and  Si-Iwlack  Scndnd,  and  1:5 
edited  and  owned  by  C.  F.  R.  Coe. 

THE  FORBES  .MANOR  HOUSE. 

The  manor  house,  north  of  Bath,  was  built 
about  the  year  lb39  by  \Viiljam  P.  Van  Rensi^o- 
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laer,  the  sou  of  the  patroon  of  the  vn^.t  piirt  of 
the  manor  of  Kenssolacrwyck.  In  Autoist,  1!n)<), 
Paul  S.  Forbes  of  New  York  city  purchased  the 
property  for  ^02,500. 


rOriLATION   OF   THE   TOWN  OK   NORTH  OKLEN- 
BUSH. 

IS.V)  I  I'^TO  n.nv 

iSkV)  \i,\-,a    1M75  3,11  »^ 

Ibbj  '^,b',:>  1  J,-  •\ 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

THE  TOWN  OF  SCHAGHTICOKE. 

The  Retreat  of  the  New  England  Lndians— Planting  of  the  Tree 
OF  Peace  — A  Puzzling  Orthography  —  The  Patent  ohtaixed  ly 
Albany  — The  Settlers  of  the  Eight  Schaghticoke  Plantations 
—  People  of  the  Valley  of  Peace  Massacred  —  Interesting  Inci- 
dents OF  the  Revolution  —  Homestead  of  the  Knickerrackers— 
Its  Curious  Collection  of  Heirlooms  —  The  Story  about  Old 
Tom — The  Churches  of  Schaghticoke  Point  —  Manufactories  at 
Hart's  Falls  —  Population. 


The  pioneer  life  of  the  settlers  of  the  territory 
of  the  upper  Hudson  has  been  nowhere  more 
attractively  surrounded  with  so  many  peculiar 
circumstances  than  on  that  portion  of  the 
province  of  New  York  now  known  as  the  town 
of  Schaghticoke,  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer. 
The  great  wilderness  north  of  Albany  with  its 
darkly-foliaged  woods,  sequestered  lakes  and 
serpentine  water-courses,  was  looked  upon  as 
a  land  of  fatness  by  the  acquisitive  Hollanders 
who  had  emigrated  to  America  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  seventeenth  century.  Fearlessly 
they  ventured  with  their  households  into  the 
i.-'olating  depths  of  this  vast  forest-covered 
country  and  vath  industrious  hands  built  them- 
selves homes,  where  for  a  long  time  came  only 
hunting  bands  of  game-seeking  Indians.  To 
these  they  gave  shelter  and  hospitable  welcome, 
which  friendly  kindnesses  wt- re  amicably  hon- 
ored for  many  years  by  the  wild  men.  as  the 
iiborigines  were  called  by  th»  Dutch  people. 

THE  SCHAGHTICOKE  rXDI.VNS. 

The  small  band  of  Indians  found  occupying 
this  part  of  the  country  v/as  a  remnant  of  that 
IxKly  of  red  men  which  Philip,  the  son  of  Mas- 
"•'asoit,  had  commanded  during  -the  bloody  and 
brief  struggle  known  as  King  Philip's  war, 
v.iiged  against  the  New  Eugland  settlers,  durintr 
'he  years  1C75  and  1076.  Being  driven  from 
i-'ace  to  place  by  the  enraged  settlers,  the 
Pvquods  sought  safety  by  removing  west  ward 
uj  the  east  bank  of  the  Hudson. 


Speaking  of  these  Indians,  Cadwallader  Col- 
den,  in  his  history  of  the  five  Indian  nations. 
1747,  says  that  after  the  English  got  possession 
of  the  country  of  New  Netherland,  ''the  great- 
est number  of  the  inhabitants  of  thepro\ince  or 
New  York  being  Dutch,  still  retained  an  affec- 
tion for  their  mother  country,  and  by  their 
I  aversion  to  the  English  weakened  the  adminis- 
i  tration.    The  common  people  of  Albany,  wiio 
j  arc  all  Dutch,  could  not  not  forbear  givini;  the 
Indians  some  ill  impressions  of  the  English ;  for 
1  the  Mohawks,  in  one  of  their  publick  speeches, 
j  expressetl  themselves  thus  : 

I      "We  hear  a  Dutch  prince  reigns  now  in  Enj?- 
I  laud,  why  do  y<m  suffer  the  En.^lish  soldiers  to  re- 
main in  the  fort  ?   Put  all  the  English  out  of  the 
town.   When  the  Dutch  held  this  country  lone 
j  aso  we  lay  iu  their  houses  ;  but  the  EngUsh  have 
always  made  us  lie  without  doors." 

'"  The  people  of  New  England  were  eneaced 
in  a  bloody  war  at  tiais  time  with  the  Owena- 
gungas,  Ourairies  and  Ponacoks,  the  Iudian.s 
that  lie  between  them  and  the  French  settle- 
ments. The  Scahkooks  were  originally  jiart  of 
these  Indians.  They  left  their  country  about 
the  year  1072.  and  settled  above  Albany,  on 
the  branch  of  Hudson's  river  that  runs 
toward  Canada.  The  people  of  New 
Eni,'land  were  jealous  of  the  Scahkook 
Indians,  thiit  they  remembtrinLr  the  oM 
difference  they  had  witli  the  peojjlo  of  New  En.:- 
laud.  and  the  relations  they  bore  to  the  eastern 
Indians,  did  countenance  and   assist  the::e 
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Indians  in  the  war  against  Ne«\  Eni;lund.  Tlu;y  1 
had  reason  for  these  jealousies,  for  the  Soah- 
kook  Indians  received  privately  soine  Owena-  1 
gunga  messengers,   and   kept  their  coniini?  j 
among  them  secret  from  the  people  of  Albany  ; 
and  some  Scahkooks  had  gone  privately  to  the 
Owenaguni-as.   They  were  afried.  likeAvise,  that 
the  Mohawks  might  have  some  inclination  to 
favor  those  Indians  because  some  of  the  eastern 
Indians  had.  fled  to  the  Mohawks,  and  were 
kindly  received  by  them  and  lived  among  them." 

THE  TREE  OF  PEACE. 

The  most  conspicuous  object  which  still 
marks  the  old  Indian  council  ground  at  Schagh- 
ticoke,  is  the  famous  tree  of  peace  planted  more 
than  two  centuries  ago.    Its  vdde  spreading 
branches  covering  an  acre  of  ground  and  its  i 
immense  trunk,  22  feet  in  diameter,  place  it  ; 
among  the  few  old  landmarks  that  remain  to  '; 
iryiicate  the  places  of  interesting  occurrences 
in  the  early  days  of  the  settlement  of  this  coun- 
tiy.    When  Richard,  the  earl  of  Bellmont,  was 
governor  of  the  province  of  New  York,  in  170U, 
the  Indians  living  on  the  east  banks  of  the  Hud-  | 
son  in  their  address  to  him,  thus  spoke  of  the 
event  which  the  tree  of  peace  commemorates  : 

It  is  now  six  and  twenty  years  since  wee  were 
allmost  dead  when  wee  left  New  England  and 
were  first  received  into  this  government ;  then  it 
was  that  a  tree  was  planted  at  Schakkook  whose 
branches  is  spread  that  there  is  a  comfortable 
shade  under  the  leaves  of  it :  we  are  unanimously 
resolved  to  live  and  dye  under  the  shadow  of  that 
Tree,  and  pray  our  Father  to  nourish  and  have  a  | 
favorable  aspect  towards  that  Tree,  for  you  need 
not  apprehend  that  tho'  any  of  our  people  goe  out 
a  hunting  they  will  look  out  for  another  Country, 
since  they  like  that  place  caird  Schakkook  so 
well. 

In  another  address  to  Lieut.  Cfov.  John  Nan- 
fan  in  1701,  they  said: 

We  are  now  two  hundred  hghtin?  men  belonging 
to  this  county  of  Albany,  from  KatskiU  to  tikach- 
kook,  and  hope  to  inci-ease  in  a  yeai-"s  time  to  three 
hundred. 

July  20,  1702,  the  following  is  given  as  their 
number:  110  Indians  at  Skachcock ;  S7  be- 
low ye  towiie  ;  in  all,  107  righting  men." 

In  an  answer  made  by  the  River  Indians  to 
his  excellency,  Edward  Lord  Combury,  governor 
of  New  York,  July  20,  1702,  they  further  related 
the  particulars  of  the  planting  of  the  tree  : 

About  twentv-six  years  agoe  sir  Edmund  An- 
dros.  tlien  (ioveriior  of  rl.is  I'rovince.  planted  a  i 
Tree  of  w.-Uare  at  ^h•d<■hk.-.,k  and  invii.-d  us  to  j 
rome  ;u<.d  Ihe  trunv.  wtn.  h  \ve  very  luckily  com-  ; 
plycd  wilhall.  and  we  have  had  the  !,'ood  fortune 
ever  sin.  c  li.at  we  have  increased  that  Tree  and 
ye  very  leaves  thereof  are  grown  bard  ano  Strom:,  | 
the  Tree  is  grown  so  thick  of  leaves  and  bows  that 


ye  sun  can  scarcely  shine  throw  It.  yea  the  fire  It- 
self cannot  consume  it,  (meanink'  that  they  an' 
now  so  Htrong  that  they  do  not  much  fear  ye 
enemy),  and  we  now  desire  tliat  our  Father  Cor- 
laor  may  strengthen  that  Tree  and  cause  ye  leave;- 
to  crow  so  thick  that  no  sunn  at  all  may  sliiut» 
throw  it. 

A  SPECIMEN  OF  PHONETIC  SPELLING. 

In  the  early  days  of  our  country's  histor)- 
there  was  no  apparent  uniform  way  of  spellin;? 
proper  names,  and  every  writer,  it  seems, 
adopted  a  mode  of  phonetic  orthography  Ix-st 
suited  to  his  individual  purpose.  The  following 
are  some  of  the  early  forms  in  which  the 
name  of  Schaghticoke,  as  now  WTitten,  was 
spelled  : 

Scaticoke,  Scaactieook,  Scachkook,  Scaghti- 
cook,  Scatikook.  ychachtacook.  Sehackhook. 
Schackoooke,  Schacthook,  Scha.;;pkooke,  .Schagh- 
ticoke, Sc'nakhook,  ScLaticoke,  Schantecoque. 
Shaakkooke,  Skfxahkook,  Schaahtecogue,  ^kach- 
cook,  Slcachkook,  skachhook,  t^kackbook.  skack- 
kook.  Shackkooke  and  Schaaghtieoke. 

Tliere  have  been  a  number  of  fanciful  inter- 
pretations given  to  the  word,  but  as  the  true 
orthography  of  it  has  never  been  determined  it 
would  be  more  pertinent  to  the  subject  tirst  to 
establish  its  derivation. 

ALBA>'Y  PERMITTED  TO  PfKCIIASE  LAND. 

Besides  granting  unto  individuals  the  right  to 
acquire  land  by  purchase  from  the  Indians,  fver- 
niission  was  also  given,  as  will  be  seen,  to 
corporations,  such  as  those  of  cities,  to  obtain 
the  same.  What  is  known  as  the  patent  of 
Albany,  dated  July  22. 1(>SH,  obtained  from  Gov. 
Thomas  Doniran,  allowed  that  city  to  secure 
from  the  Indian  owners  a  tract  of  land  at 
Schaghticoke,  contaiinng  500  acre,<5.  It  reads  as 
follows : 

And  I  do  by  these  presents  give  and  grant  unl  * 
the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  tie 
city  of  Albany  and  their  successors,  foil  liberty 
and  license  at  their  pleasure,  to  purchase  from  the 
Indians  the  quantity  of  "x'K)  acres  of  low  or 
meadow  land,  lyini;  at  a  certain  place  called  or 
known  by  the  name  of  i^chaahlecocue.  which 
quantity  of  oiM  acres  shall,  and  may  be,  in  what 
part  of  .Schaahtecotrue.  or  land  adjacent,  as  they, 
the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of  the 
city  of  Albany  shall  think  most  convenient. 

Gov.  Fletcher,  March  29,  lOOS,  granted  a 
patent  to  Hcndrick  Van  Rensselaer,  which  per- 
mitted him  to  purchase  from  the  Indians  a  tract 
of  land  '*  by  t^kachkook's  creek."  and  extend- 
ing easterly  from  iluds<m's  river,  six  Enzli-<h 
miles.  As  the  latter  grant  cmbraecd  a  portion 
of  the  land  desired  by  the  city  of  Alba:iy.  the 
two  parties  ent'.-red  into  an  a:jreement  Auiru?t  2, 
IG'JS,  whereby  Hcndrick  Van  Uen&selaer  con- 
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Tcyed  his  patent  for  a  consideration  to  the  city 
of  Albany,  August  8,  IGOQ. 

THE  INDIANS  SELL  THEIR  LAND. 

The  Indians  at  Schaghticoke  bein<r  per- 
suaded by  the  autliorized  parties  representinp: 
the  city  of  Albany  to  convey  to  the  corporation 
a  tract  of  land,  did  so,  as  is  shown  by  the  min- 
utes of  the  proceedinccs  of  the  mayor,  aldennen 
and  commonalty  of  Albany,  February  28, 

UTiereas  ye  Commonalty  have  Lately  Resolved 
to  send  to  Mashahaes  and  other  Indian  owners  of 
ye  land  &  woodland  Caled   fc^haaktekook  to  ye 
Knd  that  ve  Comonality  miffht  ajn'ee  ic  purchase  ! 
the  same  for  ye  Behoofe  of  ye  Citty  in  order  there-  i 
to  ye  sd  Indians  doe  here  appear,  vizt  ^fa.sliabaes  | 

Machatawe  who  after  some  time  Spent  in  mak-  ! 
Ins  an  a^reemut  the  said  Mashahaes  &   Mach-  | 
atawe  for  themselves  &    on  ye    behalfe  of  ' 
Cacmskaek  aesiah  quauch  Jan  Coneel  Schacha-  i 
empe    Tassawampe    and    Ahautowanit   Indian  j 
o\vners  and  native  proprietors  of  ye   Sd  lands  ; 
&,   woodlands    have  sold    &    transported    ye  | 
«d  land  Scituate  on  ye  East  side  of  hudscm's  River  j 
tbove  ye  half -moon  Commonly  Caled  Schaahkook  i 
Is  bounded  on  ye  west  side  by  ye  sd  river  on  ye  ' 
south  side  of  ye  bounds  Eghbt  Tunise  &  Barent  al-  i 
bertse  bratt  &  Eunns  northwarde  along  the  said 
River  side  to  ye  End  of  two  miles  from  Sciiaah-  i 
kooks  Creeke  and  Striks  from  thence  into  ye  I 
woods  by  an  East  Une  twelve  miles  and  on  the  \ 
South  Side  by  a  South  east  line  14  miles  or  so  much  I 
further  that  ye  line  on  ye  East  side  doth  Compre-  | 
bend  and  take  in  ye  third  Carr\-eins  place  on  ye  | 
said  Schaahkooks  Creek  which  Carr.vein?  place  is  > 
the  outmost  bounds  of  sd  Schaahkook  lands  East-  i 
ward  as  by  Conveyance  bearing  Even  date  here- 
v.  ith  may  more  fully  appear,  whereof  is  yt  to  be 
paid  In  June  nest  unto  ye  sd  Mashahaes,  etc  i 
blankets,  12  duffel  coats.  20  shirts  2  guns,  twelve 
pounds  ponder.  36  pounds  of  Lead,  S  gallons  of  | 
Rom,  2  Casks  Beer,  2  Rolls  Tobacco.  10  gallons  I 
Medera  wine  &  some  pypes,  and  moreover  yearly  ; 
to  be  paid  and  delivered  unto  ye  sd  Indian  Masha-  i 
haes  or  his  heirs  in  ye  month  off  Octobr  during  ' 
the  Space  of  tenn  years  commencing  fr(jm  ye  <lay, 
1  blanket  1  shirt  1  pair  stockings  1  Lapp,  1  Kegg 
Rum  3  pounds  ponder  6  pounds  Lead  12  pounds  To-  , 
hacco  and  that  a  writtering  shall  be  trivcn  to  ye  sd 
Masahaes  for  about  12  acres  of  Low  Land  on 
Miaahkook  at  such  place  as  ye  Commonalty  shall 
Uy  it  out  &  that  ye  same  must  be  Laid  &  Kept  in 
fence  at  ye  Charge  of  ys  Citty  ou  occasion  so  that 
ye  sd  Mashahaes  &  his  heirs  may  Cultivate  i 
make  use  thereof  for  ever       none  other  by  his  or 
thi  re  meanes  unleese  he  or  they  shall  first  have  de-  , 
rH)sed  of  tliis  priviledirt'  unto  ye  Ma>T  Recorder. 
-Vldermen  and  Commonalty  for  ye  behootre  of  ye  • 

Citty  whi<  h  writteriugs  is  as  follow ith  :  etc. 

llGliT  PLANTATIONS  CONVEYED  TO  SETTLKKS.  j 

In  order  to  secure  the  settlement  of  the  land  | 
ihu3  purchased  from  the  Indians  the  tract  was 


to  be  divided  into  oig]\t  parts,  "containing 
each  five  and  twenty  morgcn  or  tifty  acres  ot 
low  land  uuucr  the  liill  by  the  said  Sachtekook 
creek,  and  five  morgcn  or  ten  acres  of  upland 
towards  the  said  hill,  all  adjoining  together."' 

It  was  provided  that  "  if  any  person  or  per- 
sons who  shall  farm  any  of  the  said  plantations 
containing  altogether  two  hundred  mortrens  or 
four  hundred  acres  of  low  land  towards  the 
said  hill  and  forty  niorgens  or  eighty  acres  of 
upland  as  aforesaid  shall  together  divide  the 
said  eight  plantations  as  equal  as  they  shall  or 
may  agree  among  themselves." 

Each  plantation  which  was  conveyed  by  in- 
denture given  September  1,  1708,  was  leased 
for  £15  current  money,  and  after  the  expiration 
of  six  years  "two  schepel  of  good  vsinter  wheat 
off  of  each  morgen  or  two  acres  "  was  also  to 
be  paid  yearly  forever.  Buildings  were  to  be 
erected  and  improvements  made  three  years 
after  the  date  of  the  conveyances. 

These  plantations  were  disposed  of  on  July 
10, 170S,  as  shown  by  the  minutes  of  the  com- 
mon council  of  Albany  : 

The  Commonalty  Seeing  yt  here  are  twenty  per- 
sons ^\-illing  Each  to  have  a  Plantation  of  Sachte- 
kook  on  ye  aforesd  Conditions,  ordered  ye  Clerk 
to  write  Eight  Billets  for  ye  Eisjht  Plautarions  and 
twelf  Billets  Blank  and  to  Let  them  all  draw,  wh 
they  accordingly  did  out  of  Mr.  Mayor  hatt  and 
they  that  gett  ye  Billett  to  have  a  Plantation  were 
these  vizt.  Daniel  Ketei  uuyn, 

JOUS  CUYLER. 

JOUS  HAHMENSE  [ViSCUER], 

Jous  D.  Waxdlaer,  Jcnr., 
Barest  gerritse, 
Cornelis  van  Beuren, 
korset  vedder, 
Dirk  van  der  hetden. 
On  the  31st  of  August,  1708,  it  was  resolved 
by  the  commonalty  that  a  general  indenture 
should  be  written  and  given  unto  the  aforesaid 
eight  persons. 

OTHER  EARLY  SETTLERS. 

Besides  tlie  disposal  of  the  eight  plantations 
to  the  persons  already  named,  several  others,  it 
appears,  were  desirous  of  obtaining  landed 
property  at  Schaghticokc.  The  following  entry 
is  in  the  proceedings  of  the  common  council,  at 
Albany,  dated  January  8,  17(iS-0  : 

Petitions  of  Jobs.  Knickorbacker  and  tiirk  Van 
Vechten  whereby  they  desire  y«;  water  Run  on  the 
hemacks  kill  at  Schactckook  ware  a  convenency 
may  be  fonnd  fit  to  erect  a  sawmill  on  together 
with  a  privilege  to  cut  saw  logs  within  ye  C  itty 
bound  there  for  ye  u.se  of  Such  mill  and  also 
Ground  needful  were  such  mill  shall  be  erected. 

The  conveyance  by  wliich  the  tirst-nanied 
petitioner  became  entitled  to  the  possession  oi 
land  at  Schaghticokc  i-*  an  indenture  made  the 
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thirteenth  day  of  October,  1709,  in  the  eighth 
year  of  the  reipm  of  Queen  Aniie,  between 
Evert  Baacker,  mayor,  and  tlie  euinmonalty  of 
the  city  of  Albany,  of  the  tirst  part,  and 
Johannes  Knickerbaeker  of  the  manor  of  Kens- 
selaenvyck,  miller,  of  the  other  part ;  the  latter, 
for  the  sum  of  £16  10s.,  current  money  of  New- 
York,  secured  30  morgens  of  land  belonging  to 
the  city  of  Albany,  being  in  two  parcels,  "at 
Schaahtikook."  This  instrument  is  signed  by 
the  party  of  the  second  part  in  this  manner  : 
"J.  K.  Backer." 

FREEHOLDERS  AT  SCnAGHTICOKE. 

The  following  persons  are  named  as  free- 
holders in  "Schaatkooke"  in  1720:  Samuel 
Doxie,  Curset  Fether  [Korset  Vedder  ?]  Johan- 
nis  Knickerbaeker,  Derrick  Van  Vechten,  Jo- 
hannis  De  Wandelacr,  Simon  Danielse  [Ketul- 
huyn?j,  Martin  Delamon  [de  La  Mont?J,  Lewis 
Fele  [Viele?],  Daniel  Ketlyne  [Ketelhuyn  •?]. 
Peter  Winne,  Adrian  Quacumbus  and  Abram 
Fort. 

Subsequently  the  following  names  of  persons 
appear  in  conveyances  and  other  papers  as  liv- 
ing at  Schaghticoke :  Sybrandt  Van  Schaick, 
Harme  Knickerbaeker,  Johannis  Groesbeeck, 
Daniel  Fort,  Isaac  Fort,  Gerrit  Van  Bommel, 
Dr.  Nicholas  Young,  Abraham  Beecker,  Peter 
Viele,  Peter  Benoway,  Simon  De  Freest,  Lewis 
Van  Antwerp,  James  Burris,  Jacob  Fort,  Henry 
Van  Beuren,  Peter  Yates,  John  Hansen,  Carol! 
Toll,  CorneUus  W.  Van  Denbergh,  WjTiant 
Van  Denbergh,  Marte  Winnie  and  Lewis  Mago. 

INDIAN  BARBARITIES. 

The  peaceful  valley  of  Schaghticoke,  with  its 
numerous  farm-houses  and  cultivated  lields. 
was,  in  the  year  17-10,  invaded  by  French 
soldiery  and  bands  of  Indian  allies.  Many  of 
the  settlers,  at  the  first  intimation  of  the  dan- 
gerous proximity  of  the  approaching  enemy, 
hastily  forsook  their  homes  and  removed  south 
to  Albany  and  its  neighborhooci.  A  few  of  the 
more  intrepid  remained  to  ^--f e  the  ruthless  foe 
devastate  vnth  fire  and  slaughter  theonce  happy 
valley  of  peace.  Oue  of  the  darkest  records 
of  this  hostile  invasion  of  the  French  and  In- 
dians is  that  of  the  massacre  andcapti\ityof  the 
members  of  the  Kittle  family.  The  narriitive  of 
the  barbarous  attack  upon  these  settlers  at 
Schaghticoke  is  briefly  as  follows  :  When  the 
first  intelligence  of  the  bloody  acts  of  the  in- 
vaders in  the  more  northern  part  of  the  province 
wa.s  received  by  Mr.  Kittle,  he  persuaded  his 
brothers  then  living  near  Fort  Kdward  to  make 
their  homes  w  ith  his  family,  which  consisted  of 
his  wife,  a  young  daughter  about  14  years  of 
age,  and  a  young  sen.  On  the  closer  approach 
o(  the  hostile  French  and  t€mt}ing  savages,  it 


was  thought  best  by  Mr.  Kittle  and  hLs  brothers, 
who  had  removed  to  Schaghticoke,  to  leave  thi.s 
threateuci.1  point  and  retire  with  the  family  t.) 
the  city  of  Albany,  as  the  neighbors  had  pre- 
viously  done.    A  number   of   Indians  that 
was   on    apparently    friendly    terms  with 
the    Kittles    seeing    the    preparations  for 
departure      going     on,      came      to  the 
house  and  endeavored  to  dissuade  the  inmates 
that  they  had  no  cause  for  fear,  and  should 
there  be  any  danger  they  would  apprise  theni 
in  time  to  make  their  escape.    In  order  to  allay 
their  apprehensions  the  Indians  presented  Mrii. 
Kettle  with  a  belt  of  wampum  in  token  of  their 
friendship.     It  is  said  that  notwithstanding  this 
amicable  show  of  good  feeling  on  the  part  of 
the  Indians,  Mr.  Kettle  was  still  fearful  of  im- 
pending evil.    On  the  day  following  the  visit  of 
the  supposed  friendly  Indians,  Mr.  Kettle  and 
his  brother  Peter  left  the  house  for  a  brief  hunt 
in  the  neighboring  woods.    On  their  return, 
and  when  very  near  home,  Peter  shot  a  de»  r. 
Immediately  upon  the  discharge  of  his  gun 
they  were  confronted  by  two  Indians,  who 
fired  at  them  their  pieces,  killing  Mr.  Kittlr's 
brother.    Mr.  Kittle,  aware  of  his  dangerous 
surroundings,  at  once  brought  down  one  of  the 
savages  with  a  well-aimed  shot,  and  with  the 
butt  of  his  gun  struck  the  other  senseless  to 
the  earth.    Taking  his  brother's  corpse  upon 
his  horse,  he  hurried  home  with  the  news  of  the 
menacing  danger.    He  then  hastened  on  horse- 
!  back  to  the  hamlet  at  Schaghticoke  to  procun? 
the  necessary  conveyance  for  his  family  ar.d 
household  goods  to  Albany.   Shortly  after  hi'? 
departure,  his   house    was    surrounded  by 
a    party    of     Indians,    who   with  fearful 
I  war-whoops,  demanded  an  entrance  at  tli<' 
j  closed  door.    They,  however,  soon  with  holi:> a 
j  fury  entered  the  house,  and  with  their  bloody 
j  instruments   of   death   murdered   a  second 
'  brother  of  Mr.  Kittle  and  that  brother's  wife. 
'  in  a  most  shocking  manner.    Mrs.  Kittle  and 
j  her  brother-in-law  Henry  were  permitted  an 
'  escape  from  their  bloody  tomahawks,  but  the 
I  Kittle  children  were  burned  in  the  flames  which 
j  consumed  the  house.   On  Mr.  Kittle's  return 
I  he  found  only  the  mangled  and  charred  remains 
of  the  persons  that  lay  in  the  smoking  emb.?rs 
of  his  burned  house.    Uninformed  of  his  wife's 
and  brother's  captivity,  he   mourned  them 
as    dead.    IIa\ing    endured    all  '  the  hor- 
rors consequent    upon   the  terrinlo  ordeal 
[  through     whieh     they     hid     passed.  the 
captives    at    length    arrived   in  Montreal, 
j  Here   Mrs.   Kittle    found    another  married 
j  woman,  Mrs.  Bratt,  who  also  had  been  lakiu 
I  prisoner  hy  the  Indians  and  French.    For  two 
years  Mrs.  Kittle  was  kindly  cared  for  by  sym- 
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j  flthlzing  women  in  Montreal,  bat  all  her  en- 
, favors  to  communicate  with  her  mourning 
i..-~band  seemed  fruitless.  By  irood  fortune, 
huwever,  Mr,  Kittle  finally  found  his  supposed 
Djunlered  wife  and  brother,  and  heard  the  story 
uf  the  massacre  with  all  its  distressing  details. 

Ihiring  this  calamitous  time  Herman  Van 
Vt  chten,  the  son  of  Dirck  Van  Vechten,  one  of 
the  first  settlers  of  Sehaghticoke,  was  also  shot 
by  the  Indians,  on  the  2.")th  of  April,  174«. 

For  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  farmers, 
who  again  returned  to  their  despoiled  farms, 
(Jov.  Clinton  posted,  in  March,  It^iT,  two  com- 
panies of  soldiers  at  Schaghticoke. 

THE  WAR  OF  1755. 

In  1755,  a  second  war  brought  terror  to  the 
peace-loving  settlers  at  Schaghticoke.  Again 
the  French  and  Indians  invaded  the  country 
from  Canada  and  drove  the  farmers  along  the 
upper  Hudson  to  places  of  security  in  the 
vicinity  of  Albany.  The  heavy  boards  of  a 
farm-house,  some  distance  east  of  the  Knicker- 
backer  homestead,  pierced  -^ith  shots  from  the 
fort  occupied  by  the  French,  are  still  preserved 
to  show  the  marks  of  actual  hostilities,  in  1755, 
in  that  vicinity. 

It  was  in  consequence  of  these  invasions 
that  the  common  council  of  the  city  of  Albany 
informed  the  general  assembly,  June  10,  1755, 
that  the  "corporation  has  no  income  from 
iht.ir  tenants  at  Schagtekook,  who  are  all 
obliged  to  leave  their  farms,  and  are  in  a  man- 
ner ruined,  and  this  corporation  is  at  least  a 
thousand  pounds  indebted,  occasioned  by  the 
last  French  war." 

A  SCHOOLMASTER  OX  KIS  GOOD  BEHAVIOR. 

The  cause  of  education,  however,  seems  not  to 
have  been  forgotten  alter  the  war's  rude  alarms. 
A  school  had  been  organized  and  a  tt-acher  em- 
ployed to  teach  the  children  of  the  people  gath- 
i-red  about  the  hamlet  of  Schaghticoke.  His 
acquisitiveness  is  exhibited  in  his  application 
to  the  city  of  Albany  for  a  portion  of  land 
which  was  granted  him  during  the  time  of  his 
«<KHi  behavior.  This  grant  is  entered  in  the 
proc-eedings  of  the  common  council : 

July  8.  1702.— The  schoolmaster  at  Schiw^kook 
fr^ade  application  to  this  corporation  for  a  piece  of 
^vt)f>d  land,  which  they  grant  him  so  lv>n-  a  time  as 
.'i'j  .  remains  schoolmaster  for  that  place  aud  bc- 
tiav4?s  himself  well,  and  no  Ioniser. 

A  MODEL  COMMON  COUNCIL. 

-^i^arly  aA  the  yenT1770  it  had  become  a  cus- 
'  >m  for  the  mayor  and  memticrs  of  the  com- 
• n  council  of  the  city  of  Albany,  to  make 
<.':nuul  visits  to  Schaghticoke  for  the  purpose  of  | 
•vi.-nding  to  such  matters  as  were  connected  j 
^  iih  the  occupancy  of  the  lands  belonging  to  ' 


the  corporation.  These  occa.sions  at  the  time 
of  their  occurrence  were  no  doubt  attended  with 
some  inconvenience  and  expense,  and  the  pe- 
culiar provision  made  to  meet  them,  was  cer- 
tainly a  most  generous  one. 

Tl>is  indenture  made  and  concluded  this  'jsih 
day  of  February,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  rcictn 
of  our  sovereign  lord  Georpre  the  third,  etc.,  and  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou.sand  seven  hundred 
and  seventy-one  between  the  mayor,  aldermen 
and  commouaHty  of  the  city  of  Albany  of  the  one 
part  and  John  Knlckerbacker.  jr.,  of  Schalacoock 
in  the  county  of  Albany  of  the  otlier  part  wit- 
nesseth.  that  the  said  mayor,  aldermen  and  com- 
mouaUty  of  the  city  of  Albany  for  and  in  consider- 
ation of  the  sum  of  five  shillings  current  money  of 
the  pro\ince  of  New  York.  ♦  •  *  convey  all 
that  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  land  lyin?  and  beinc? 
at  Schatacoock  and  be^insat  the  mouth  of  Schata- 
coock  creek,  containing  three  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  acres. 

This  grant  was  to  continue  to  tiie  said  John 
Knickerbocker,  so  long  as  he  would  supply  and 
provide  at  his  house  the  said  authoritie.9  or  auy 
commmittco  of  the  city  of  Albany,  whenever 
they  visited  Schaghticoke,  and  durin<?  their  stay 
there,  with  sufficient  meat,  drink  and  lodging, 
and  their  horses  with  good  grain,  hay  or  good 
pasture. 

Among  the  duties  imposed  upon  committees 
of  the  common  council  of  Albany  was  the  fol- 
lo^Ning : 

Febrcaky  11,  1775.— Three  members  are  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  collect  from  their  tenants 
at  Schactekook  the  Fowles  which  are  due  and  in 
arrear  to  the  corporation. 

SCUAGHTICOKE  DISTRICT. 

The  general  assembly  of  New  York,  ifarch 
24,  1772,  passed  "An  act  to  divide  the  counties 
of  Albany  and  Tryon  into  di.-stricts."  The  pro- 
visions of  the  act  respecting  that  divi.«ion  of 
Albany  county  known  by  the  name  of  Schacte- 
kokc  district  read;?  as  follows  : 

All  that  part  of  the  said  county  of  Albany  which 
is  bounded  as  follows,  to  wit :  On  the  south  by 
Ren«.<ehu  rwyck  di.^trict ;  on  the  north  hyaline 
south  84°  east,  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Lewis's 
creek  or  kill,  and  on  the  east  by  a  .straight  line 
drawn  from  a  point  in  the  north  bounds  of  Rens- 
sclaervsTck  district,  13  miles  disttmt  from  Hud- 
son's river,  to  a  point  in  said  line  from  the  mouth 
of  Lewis's  creek  or  kill,  at  10  miles  distant  from 
Hudson's  river,  and  on  the  west  by  Hudson's  river, 
shall  be  one  separate  and  distinct  district,  and  be 
henceforth  called  and  known  by  the  name  ol 
Sehaetekoke  district. 

UEVOLUTION.VRV  I'ATKloTS. 

When  the  clouds  of  war  lowered  in  1775  over 
the  American  colonies  there  was  found  in  the 
hearts  of  the  people  of  Schaghticoke  a  spirit  of 
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indopeiKlence  and  a  tirai  determination  not  to  | 
submit  ns  slaves  to  British  oppression.  Col.  John  | 
Knickerbacker,  having  been  commissioned  col- 
onel October  20,  1775,  was  placed  in  command 
of  the  fourteenth  regiment  of  state  militia, 
composed  of  companies  organized  in  the  dis- 
tricts of  Hoosick  and  Schaghticoke. 

The  following  is  the  roster  of  the  regiment, 
October  20,  1775 : 

Colonel,  John  Knickerbacker ;  lieutenant  colonel, 
David  Bratt ;  first  major,  Derrick  Van  Vechten ; 
second  major,  John  Van  Rensselaer :  adjutant, 
Charles  H.  Toll ;  quartermaster,  Ifinas  Kip. 

First  Company— Cax)tain,  Ilcnderick  Vauderhoof ; 
first  lieutenant,  Samuel  Ketchum  ;  second  lieuten- 
ant, Nathaniel  Ford  ;  ensign,  Jacob  Halleubeck. 

Second  Companij— Captain,  Walter  N.  Groves- 
beck  ;  first  lieutenaut,  WjTiant  Vandenbergh  ;  .sec- 
ond lieutenant,  Peter  Davenport ;  ensign,  Jacob 
Yates. 

Third  Campany— Captain,  John  J.  Bleecker ;  first 
lieutenant,  John  Snyder;  second  lieutenant,  ilat- 
thew  D.  Gamo  ;  ensign,  Stephen  Thorn. 

Fourth  Company— CdLptam,  Lewis  Van  Woerdt ; 
first  lieutenant,  John  Schouten  :  second  lieuteuant, 
Joseph  Boyce  ;  ensign,  John  ^lorrel. 

Fifth  Cotnpany—Caiitiiin,  Feuner  Palmer ;  first 
lieutenant,  John  Johnson ;  second  lieutenant, 
James  Williamson  ;  ensign,  Jonathan  Davis. 

Sij:fh  Co)npany— C-a.pt a.\n,  Daniel  B.  Bratt;  first 
lieutenant,  Michael  Campman ;  second  lieutenant, 
Isaac  Lansing ;  ensij^n,  Francis  Ilogle. 

Seventh  Company— C2Lpta.\n,  Van  Rensselaer ; 

first  lieutenant,  Michael  Ryan  ;  ensifm,  Peter  Hart- 
well. 

Minute  ^ftn—Csipt■a.'m,  John  J.  Bleecker ;  first  lieu- 
tenant, William  Thorn  ;  second  lieutenant,  Thomas 
Hicks;  ensign,  Jonathan  Rowland. 

These  and  other  officers  with  the  men  in  the 
ranks,  in  doing  the  duties  assigned  them  in  the 
army  of  the  North  under  Gens.  Schuyler  and 
Gates  achieved  a  proud  record  which  is  .still  re- 
called in  the  traditions  of  the  people  of  Schagh- 
ticoke. 

Previous  to  the  introduction  of  the  militia  of 
Schaghticoke  into  the  stem  realities  of  the  war 
similar  notices  to  the  following  were  sent  to 
the  company  commanders  in  the  districts  : 

ScHACTiKooK,    May   30,    ITTB.-Captain  John 
Stni>eh,  or  the  next  Commanding  ORicer  at  Tom-  | 
hanick.    iMar  Sir  :   By  order  of  Gen.  TenBroeck,  | 
it  is  now  become  my  duty,  as  we  do  not  know  i 
how  soon  tho  country  may  cull  upon  us  for  mill-  ' 
tary  service,  to  eameitly  recommend  it  unto  you  j 
to  use  your  utmost  endeavor  with  the  company  ! 
under  your  command,  as  well  as  oififTs  as  pri-  j 
vates,  that  th.n-  s!mll  p:iy  d.i.^  olj<'di,  c.ce  :ind  strict- 
ly observe  tl-e  rul.  s  an»l  «.r.ii  rs  lor  rc^'ukitim,'  the  ! 
militia  <.f  the  col(Uiy  of  N»;w  V^rk.  recommended  j 
by  the  Provincial  Cnnerro^s,  tlie  i.'-M  day  of  August, 
and  the  20th  day  of  December  last  ;  and,  in  par-  | 
tieular,  the  Gth,  7th  and  .sili  sectlous  of  said  rules  ' 


and  orders,  and  the  fifth  section  of  the  appendix 
to  the  said  rules  and  orders.  If  you  or  any  of  yoiir 
otlicers  have  not  tli.'  printed  rnh  <.  tliey  may 
furnished  them  by  applying  unto  Matthew  Visht  r. 
esq.,  secretary  of  the  committee  for  tiie  city  ui: : 
county  of  Albany.  And,  also,  I  desire  that  y.  u 
furrnsh  me  with  a  list  of  the  company  und'.-r  yuu: 
command  by  the  .'■>th  day  of  June  next,  and  Infun-, 
me  in  what  manner  the  men  are  equipped  as  t" 
anns,  ammunition  and  a<'coutrement«.  I  am  your 
most  truly  humble  .«ervant. 

Jonx  Knickeudackkr. 

THE  INVASION  OF  BUROOYNE. 

When,  in  1777,  Rur^oj-ne  had  reached  the 
waters  of  the  upper  Hudson,  the  call  for  men 
to  resist  the  advance  of  the  British  invader  Wiis 
immediately  answered  by  the  militia  force  of 
the  district  of  Schai:hticoke.  As  justly  said  by 
a  patriotic  member  of  the  Knickerbacke: 
family,  in  his  centennial  oration,  July  4,  1S70  : 

At  the  time  of  the  engagement  at  StilUvator 
(more  generally  known  as  the  battle  of  Saratorai. 
the  hillsides  surrounding  the  present  quiet  valley 
of  old  Schaghticoke  were  often  tiic  rendezvous,  o"- 
restinsr-place,  for  the  forces  on  their  way  to  a^^'l 
from  the  scene  of  action,  while  the  ancient  fort 
or  block-house,  erected  durlnt;  the  Indian  incur- 
sions, was  taken  posses.sion  of  by  a  troop  o{ 
Hessian  soldiery,  in  the  service  of  the  British,  an  l 
who  were  not  especially  scrupulous  in  their 
maraudings  upon  the  domains  of  the  neighboring 
inhabitants. 

WTiile  Burgo}ne  was  tarrying  on  the  banks 
of  the  Hudson  previous  to  the  battle  of  Bemis 
Heights,  scouting  parties  ventured  in  search  of 
information  and  secreted  stores  into  the  neijh- 
boring  country.  As  the  farmers  had  mostly 
deserted  their  homes,  now  and  then,  durim: 
this  time,  one  or  more  men  ventured  bac'^ 
to  them  for  the  purpose  of  observation  and 
intelligence.  With  this  object  in  view  it  was 
that  Major  Derick  Van  Vechten  with  Solomon 
Acker  crossed  the  Hudson,  ^\^lile  they  were 
guardedly  gathering  information  they  were 
tired  upon  by  the  enemy,  when  crossing  the 
country  in  the  tickls  now  belongiuff  to  the  farm 
of  Jacob  Yates.  Shots  were  exchanced  on 
both  sides.  Havintr  several  times  been  slightly 
wounded  by  the  Hying  bullets,  Major  Van 
Vechten  was  at  lemrth  mortally  woundcil  by  a 
ball  passing  through  his  tobacco  box  into  h\* 
body.  Confident  of  the  danger  of  his  com- 
panion, he  persuaded  Solomon  Acker  to  th'' 
and  save  bi'^  own  life.  Acker  succcedc<i  i" 
cscapincr.  and  returned  with  a  detachment 
of  soldiers  for  tho  body  of  hi.s  dead  neiu'hbor. 
The  perforated  tobacco  box  is  still  preserved  us 
a  relic  of  the  dark  days  of  the  revolution  by  tiie 
Van  Vechten  family. 
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A  TERRIFIED  WOMAN'S  FLIGHT. 

()n  the  approach  of  the  invadint?  array  of 
i.ark-uyne,  Capt.  John  J.  Blcocker,  lor  the  pur- 
of  securing  a  temporary  home  for  his 
&;;u-mecl  family,  hurried  to  Albany  with  that 
.)}jject  In  view.  The  day  after  his  departure 
rhe  news  reached  the  ears  of  Mrs.  Bleeclcer  that 
r:uiflsacring  bands  of  Indians  and  plundcrint;  sol- 
Ulors  were  within  two  miles  of  the  hamlet  of 
S<:hat,'hticoke.  Wildly  alarmed  by  this  sudden 
^ntoUipence,  the  frightened  woman  hasteuexl, 
with  her  youngest  child  in  her  arms  and 
another  about  four  j-ears  old  caught  by 
I  ho  hand,  in  company  with  a  young  negro 
i^'irl,  down  the  road  toward  Albany,  filled 
with  the  conveyances  of  other  fleeing  peo- 
ple. She  walked  in  this  way  for  about  five 
miles,  when  her  children  were  taken 
into  one  of  the  wagons  passing  southward. 
Having  made  the  journey  on  foot,  she  at  length 
arrived  at  Lansingburgh,  "  where  she  exxjected 
!o  find  many  friends,  but  she  was  deceived  ;  no 
door  was  open  to  her  whose  house  by  many  of 
them  had  been  made  use  of  as  a  home.  She 
wandered  from  house  to  house,  and  at  leng-th 
obtained  a  place  in  the  garret  of  a  rich  old  ac- 
quaintance, where  a  couple  of  blankets 
stretched  upon  some  bare  boards  were  offered 
as  a  bed.  She,  however,  sat  up  all  night  and 
wept,  and  the  next  morning  Mr.  Bleeckcr, 
corning  from  Albany,  met  them  and  returned  to 
that  city,  from  whence  they  set  off  with  several 
other  families  by  water." 

Mrs.  Bleecker,  in  1781,  was  subjected  a  sec- 
ond time  to  a  terrifying  belief  that  her  husband 
hud  been  murdered  by  a  party  of  hostile  In- 
dians. While  taking  in  his  harvest,  he  with 
two  other  men  were  captured  and  hurried  off  in 
the  direction  of  Canada.  Her  husband  -not  re- 
laming  at  the  accustomed  time  to  the  house, 
fhe,  fearing  some  evil,  sent  a  servant  to  the 
tltrld  to  bring  her  information,  who  came  back 
T'  lling  her  that  the  men  were  not  to  be  found, 
but  that  the  horses  and  wagons  which  they  had 
been  using  were  in  the  road,  the  horses  being 
tied  to  a  tree.  The  neighbors  carefully  searched 
the  adjacent  fields  and  woods,  but  the  men 
«-<'uld  not  be  found.  In  her  distressed  coniUtion 
Mrs.  Bleecker,  thinking  her  husband  forever  lost 
to  her,  that  same  night,  started  for  Albany.  But 
her  mourning  was  turned  into  joy,  for  a  few 
"lays  afterward  her  husband  wa."  recov»"n;d  from 
hU  captors  by  a  party  from  Bennington. 

£Hf:CTION    OF    THE    TOWN    OF  5»CUAGHTICOKE. 

Thr  general  assembly,  March  7,  1788,  pa»svA 
An  act  for  dividing  the  counties  of  this  state 
■  r.io  to\>Tis."   It  was  by  this  act  that  the  town 


I  of  Schaghtiooke  was  erecti'd.    The  bounds  of 

j  the  town  were  the  following  : 

I     .\U  lh;tt  ru  t  uf  said  county  of  Albany  bound. •<! 

i  southerly  by  the  said  town  of  Ren-is«laer\vyck. 

:  westerly  by  Iluds.jn's  river,  northerly  by  a  line  he- 
crlnninj:  at  the  mouth  of  Lewis's  creek  or  kill,  and 
running;  from  tiionee  south  »1°  east  to  Huflson's 

1  river,  and  easterly  and  soutln.'rly  by  a  line  rurmiTi:; 

I  from  thence  down  Jiloni;  Ilosick  river  as  ii  runs  to 

I  the  place  where  Toll's  brid^'e  formerly  stood,  and 

1  then  due  south  to  tiie  road  leadln?  from  St.  lloi«  k 
to  Albany,  and  then  aloni;  the  same  road  to  the 

j  uorth  bounds  of  Rensselaerwyck,  shall  be  and 

,  hereby  is  erected  into  a  town  by  the  name  of 

j  Schaatekoke. 

I  The  first  town  officers  elected  under  this  act, 
j  as  entered  in  the  rjcords  of  the  town,  were  the 
i  following : 

I     Record  of  town  officers  chosen  on  the  seventh 
I  and  eii^hth  of  April,  one  thousand  seven  hundrt-d 
I  and  ei?htv-nine,  at  the  house  of  John  Carpenter  : 
Town  clerk,  Silas  Wiekes  ;  supervisor,  Jacob  A. 

Lansing :  assessors.  Nicholas  Groesbeck.  Zepha- 
I  niah  Russell,  Abraham  Viele,  Jacob  Yates,  Martin 
j  Weatherwax ;  overseers  of  the  poor,  Walter  N. 
I  Groesbeck,  James  Masters,  Penuel  Bacon  ;  com- 
j  missioners  for  roads,  James  S.  Masters,  John  W. 
!  Groesbeck,  William  Kittle  ;  constables,  John  ?*tory, 
i  Sybrandt  Viele,  Jacob  Groesbeck:  collector, 
i  William  Groesbeck :  pathmasters,  Jared  Esbell. 
i  Ashley  Goodnch.  Richard  Bennett.  John  Kinnion. 
'  Walter  X.  Groesbeck,  Athniel  Sambums,  Harri^ou 
!  Quackenbush,  John  W.  Grotsbcck,  Abraham 
I  Viele,  Garret  Waldron,  Peter  Yatts  ;  fence  viewers. 
I  Walter  X.  Groesbeck,  Asa  Havens,  Xathauiel 

Rusco;  poundmaster,  Walter  X.  Groesbeck. 

FOURTU  OF  JULY  FESTmTIES. 

:  The  return  of  the  anniversary  day  of  our 
i  national  independence  was  yearly  honored  after 
j  the  revolution  by  the  people  of  Schaghticoke. 
i  The  following  are  parts  of  the  recorded  i)ro- 

ceedings  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  July  4, 

171)  8: 

A  respectable  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
town  of  Schaghticoke  convened  at  the  house  of 
Jesse  Jadwin  on  the  4th  of  July,  ITliS.  to  culebratf 
the  anniversary- of  American  independence,  whirc 
they  partook  of  an  ele;cant  dinner  and  spent  the 
day  in  conviviality  and  merriment,  and  received  a 
federal  salute  from  a  number  of  militia,  who  at- 
tended on  the  occasion. 
Among  the  toasts  of  the  day  were : 
May  we  never  pay  tribute  to  any  nation  exe<  pt 
in  powder  and  ball.  May  iht;  tree  of  liberty,  whi<  h 
blossoms  with  the  American  cockade,  fl«,ur-h 
triumphantly  in  the  soil  of  Amrriea  and  roni  out 
all  foreign  obnoxious  wee<Is. 

Another  company  asseml»led  at  Mr.  Vi.-le's 
j  for  the  celebrati(jn  of  the  birth  of  our  national 
I  existence.  **  The  ceremonies  were  introduced 
I  by  a  song,  wherein  was  developed  the  progress 
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of  the  Revolution,"  etc.  "  Mr.  Howell  Gardner 
then  delivered  an  oration  pertinent  to  the  occa- 
sion ;  after  which  a  soiilt,  com[K^>^v.d  for  the  day 
was  sung.  The  company  then  partook  of  a 
repast  of  the  delicious  bounties  of  nature,  the 
rich  reward  of  independence." 

THE  HOME  OF  THE  KICKERBACKER3. 

The  old  homestead  of  the  Knickerbacker  fam- 
ily is  one  of  the  interesting  monuments  which 
remain  at  Schaghticoke  to  invest  the  pictur- 
esque valley  of  peace  with  many  quaint  and 
historical  associations.  A  pleasant  ride  of  five 
miles  westward  from  Hart's  Falls,  early  known 
as  Schaghticoke  Point,  brings  the  \'isitor  be- 
fore the  venerable  mansion,  which  is  charming- 
ly embowered  by  a  number  of  stately  trees, 
whose  great  leafy  branches  spread  their  grate- 
ful shade  over  its  vine-clad  walls.  Seated  with- 
in tne  welcoming  arms  of  the  comfort- 
able chairs  on  the  front  porch,  a 
most  delightful  landscape  attracts  and 
charms  the  eye  with  its  varied  scenery. 
The  old  front  door,  with  its  upper  and  lower 
sections  swinging  separately  upon  heavy  iron 
hinges,  forcibly  recalls  the  days  of  a  past  cen- 
tury and  the  people  living  within  its  portals. 
The  big  brass  knocker,  or  as  the  Dutch  people 
would  say,  de  groot  koj)er  khpjyer,  is  still  at- 
tached to  the  upper  half  of  the  door.  Entering 
into  the  hall  the  visitor  is  surrounded  with  nu- 
merous mementoes  of  lang  syne.  Besides  the 
quaint  Dutch  furniture  which  attracts  one's 
examination,  upon  the  wall  are  suspended  s-jme 
of  the  prized  heir-looms  of  the  Knickerbacker 
family.  Over  the  parlor  door  is  hung  the  mem- 
orial platter  to  Hermanns  Knickerbacker,  lTt>S. 
It  is  a  thick,  heavy  silver  dish,  about  15  inches 
in  diameter,  and  has  on  its  rim  this  inscrip- 
tion : 

Ene  Gedagrtenls  van  Herman  Knickerbacker  die 
is  overleeden  op  den  IS  de  i^eptember  A.  D.  1TG8 
Oud  S>Tide  8  en  50  jaeren  8  maauden  eude  18 
dagen. 

Above  the  back  hall  door  hangs  the  sword  of 
Col.  John  Knickerbacker,  worn  by  him  at  the 
battle  of  Stillwater,  1777.  With  it  are  suspended 
an  old  powder  horn,  a  sickle  and  a  military 
sash.  Among  the  other  curiosities  of  the  hall 
way  are  an  old  fashioned  brass  warming  pan, 
and  a  foot  stove  which,  filled  with  live  coals, 
was  borne  to  the  old  Dutch  church,  in  winter,  to 
warm  the  feet  of  the  Knickerl)acker  dames. 

In  the  parlor  is  the  Dutch  family  clock  more 
than  two  c-nturies  old,  made  by  Dav.  Moras 
Muehty.  Here  one  sees  the  tiles  of  the  fire- 
place ornamented  with  scriptural  scenes,  and  a 
large  collection  of  relics  consisting  of  silver 
shoe-buckles,    watch-fobs,  cloak-fastcuings, 


Indian  arrow-heads,  stone  hatchets,  snnf 
bo.\es,  et<*. 

AN  OLD  DUTCH  BIBLE. 

The  old  Dutch  Bible  used  by  the  ministers  -  ' 
the  first  Kefornu  d  Protestant  Dutch  church  ■ 
Schaghticoke,  is  hen-  also  preserved  in  its  or:.-  ■ 
nal  heavy  board  binding  and  brass  clasps,  n 
title  page  of  the  old  testament  is  torn  out.  bi;: 
the  other  leaves  and  the  engraving  are  retained 
The  new  testament  title  page  reads  : 

Het  Nieuwe  Testament  oftp  allc  Boecken  '!•  • 
Nieuwen  Verb(jnts  onses  Hoeren  Jesu  Christ!  I).  >■  r 
La.'^t  van  de  Hoog  :  Mo;?  :  Hcert-n  .Staxiteu  Geut^ru' 
Der  Veereeni£?hde  Nederlauden.  entle  volj^ens  t 
Beslu>-t  vaude  bj-node  Nationael.  gehonden  tuf 
Dordrecht,  in  de  Jareu  KJlScnde  1*)19,  etc.  «  •  • 
"Te  Dordrecht  by  Ilendrick-en-Jacob-Keur  en  V 
Amsterdam  by  Marcus  Doomeck,  in  compa?ii:e 
Ao.  ItSi. 

The  arms  of  the  Knickerbacker  family  an- 
seen  in  a  painting  hanginp:  on  the  parlor  w^H. 
Below  the  figure  of  a  helmet  Is  a  Hon  ranipai.- 
and  three  Maltese  crosses.  The  Dutch  m(jt:o 
reads  :  "  Die  Stryd  met  Fortuyn  \sint,"  "  Who 
strives  with  fortune  wins." 

Every  room  in  the  house  is  full  of  novel  s'jr- 
prises.  The  spacious  cellar,  the  great  barn,  tiic 
old  well  with  its  weighted  sweef>-pole  and  the 
venerable  tree  of  peace,  at  a  close  remove  froiu 
the  house,  attract  the  attention  of  the  visitor. 

THE  KNICKEKnACKEU  BURYING  GROUND. 

At  a  short  distance  northwest  of  the  house 
the  burjing  ground   of   the  Knickerbacker 
family.   In  this  God's  acre  stand  the  stone 
monuments  which  n;ark  the  last  restintr  place 
of  many  of  the  Knickerbackers. 

Here  is  found  a  ru<le  gray  stone  slab  on  whieh 
is  inscribed  :  **  In  memor>' of  Johannes  Knick- 
erbacker, died  174'.»,  aced  70  years.  His  Wif  .- 
Anna,  died  173'2,  a^ed  57." 

Near  by  is  a  white  marble  tablet  marking  the 
grave  of  their  son  :  "  In  memory  of  Col.  John 
Knickerbacker,  who  departed  this  life.  10th 
Autoist.  1S<>2,  in  the  7yth  year  of  his  age." 
The  grave  of  the  colonel's  son  is  designated 
I  by  an  inscril^d  stone :     In  memory  of  Jolm 
I  Knickerbacker,  Esij.,  who  was  born  January 

1751,  old  style,  and  departed  thLs  life  November 
I  10,  1S27,  new  btyle.*' 

The  tombstone  of  the  eldest  son  of  Johanm  s 
i  Knickerbacker,  the  first  of  the  family  settling 
at  Schatihticoke,  is  thus  inscribed  :  Sacred  t  * 
the  memory  of  Herman  Knickerbacker,  wi" 
died  Sept<'mber  G.  17t5!h  in  the  fifty-ninth  y»iir 
of  his  ai^e." 

Here  is  to  be  seen  the  trrave  of  that  worthy 
and  LTeuiai  genth  niau  who  was  so  widely  known 
as  Prince  Knickerbacker,  son  of  John  Kni<  k'  r- 
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sij,  k'*r,  the  third.    "  Herman  Kniokerbackor,  a 
.  ;  rr.-irntative  in  the  eleventh  con!j:reb:i  of  the 
I  nited  States,  and  for  many  years  judire  of  the 
r  uuty  of  Rensselaer.    Born   July  27,  177H ; 
..kxi  June  30,  1S55."  i 
The  father  of  Jo.seph  Foster  KnickLrbacker, 
present  occupant  of  the  homestead,  is  also 
!  uncd  here.    His  tomb  is  marked  by  a  large 
♦t.ine    monument,  on  ■svhich    is    inscribed : 
'Abraham    Knickerbacker,  born  April  7th, 
ir.nJ;  died  March  11,  1S69.    Mary  Ann  Hale, 
\Yife,  bom  April  29,  lS0f3 ;  died  March  ISth, 

The  grave  stone  of  the  brother  of  Joseph 
I  ^'^^ler  Knickerbocker  is  inscribed  :  "  In  mem- 
t.  O'of  John  Hale,  son  of  Abraham  and  Mary 
\nn  Knickerbacker,  born  March  16,  1829  :  died 
Jane  17,1858." 

John  Hale  Knickerbacker  was  a  graduate  of 
I  nion  college  and  also  of  the  Rensselaer  Poly- 
1'  vhnic  institute,  and  was  for  a  time  a  member  | 

the  tirra  of  Wallace  &  Knickerbacker,  drug- 
r  st>-,  on  River  street,  Troy.  He  had  a  cultured 
ut^te  for  Dutch  literature,  and  wrote  the  gene- 
iil'ig}'  of  the  family  in  the  Dutch  language,  and 
it  the  time  of  his  death  had  in  preparation  for 
the  press  a  Dutch  gi-ammar. 

By  the  side  of  his  grave  is  that  of  his  sister, 
Vij.ry  E.  Knickerbacker,  who  died  on  the  eve  of 
*:':r  graduation  from  the  Troy  female  seminary, 
''uly3<.t,  1S46,  aged  16  years  and  5  months. 

The  durability  of  wood  is  practically  exhib- 
'■■'•d  by  the  excellent  preservation  of  a  pitch- 
5  ine  head-board,  standing  in  this  graveyard, 
».  hi(:h  bears  date  of  1773. 

The  marble  monument  erected  by  the  con- 
?isiory  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
iiureh  of  the  city  of  New  York  in  comraemo- 
Tition  of  the  services  of  the  Rev.  Lambertus 
I>e  Ronde "  is  a  conspicuous  object  in  this 
'  unal  ground.  On  it,  besides  the  above  para- 
*mtph,  is  the  following  inscription  : 

I'-f-v.  Lambertus  De  Ronde,  minister  of  the  Re- 
f  nned  Protestant  Dutch  church  in  the  city  of  New 
V'Tk.  bom  in  Holland,  1719.  settled  in  the  ministry 
»t  Nfw  York,  1751,  died  at  Schagticoke,  17a->,  aged 
■'  yt-ars. 

UNCLE  TOM. 

In  that  part  of  the  burial  ground  where  the 
»'-4Vfs  and  servants  of  the  Knickerbacker  fam- 
T  arc  buried  is  a  rude  stone  on  which  are  the 
"-'•morial  words  "Old  Tom,"  who  had  been  a 
•*■•"^t  devoted  servant  for  almost  90  years. 
*-iiong  the  stories  handed  down  of  Tom's 
•■:y  peculiarities  is  this  one :    Old  Tjui's 
-'•■kinetic  was  limited,  and  he  could  not  enu- 
'  rate  higher  than  three.    On  one  occasion,  it 
it  became  ncce.-.-^ary  for  him  to  count 
■"•-ci>of  a  Hock.   Being  placed  at  the  en- 


trance  of  a  licld.  he  was  told  to  count  them 
out  in  a  loud  voice  as  th(;y  passed  him.  As  the 
sheep  ran  through  the  gate  Tom  called  out  : 
"  One  !  two  1  tree  1  Dar  goes  anudder  !  dar 
goes  anudder  !  dur  goes  anudder  !"  "  Stop  !" 
cried  his  master,  <•  what  do  you  mean  by  that?" 
"  Wliy,  masva,"  said  Tom,  "I  done  count  no 
more  than  tree;  I  tought  I  could,  but  I 
couldn't." 

TUE  KNICKEKBACKEK  GENEAXOGY. 

Herman  Jansen  Knickerbacker,  son  of 
Johannes  Von  Bergen  Knickerbacker,  it  is  said, 
was  the  first  person  of  the  Knickerbacker  name 
I  that  emigrated  to  America.  Shortly  after  his 
arrival  in  New  Ncthcrland  he  married  the 
daughter  of  Myndert  Hermance  Von  de  Bogert, 
commissary  at  Fort  Orange.  Of  hi.s  seven 
children  his  eldest  was  Johannes  Knick'Tback- 
er,  the  first  settler  of  that  name  that  obtauied  a 
tract  of  land  from  the  authorities  of  the  city  of 
Albany  at  Schaghticoke. 

TUE  OLD  DUTCH  CUURCH. 

Tradition  asserts  that  there  was  a  church  or- 
ganization effected  at  a  very  early  date  in 
Schaghticoke,  and  that  the  first  house  of  wor- 
ship was  burned  at  the  time  of  the  French  and 
Indian  war.  A  new  meeting  house  was  erected, 
it  is  said,  in  1760.  opposite  the  red  school  house, 
about  a  mile  east  of  the  Knickerbacker  home- 
stead. This  building  was  a  frame  one,  by  40 
feet,  with  low  walls  and  a  light  pitched  roof. 
At  the  east  end  of  the  editice  was  a  bulbous 
turret,  surmounted  by  a  weather  cock.  The 
octagonal  pulpit,  cramped  and  elevated,  had 
its  accompanying  canopy  and  sounding  board. 
The  desk  of  the  voorlezer,"  or  reading  clerk, 
was  immediately  in  front  ot  the  pulpit. 

Among  the  petitions  in  1780  presented  to  the 
common  conned  of  Albany  was  one  '*  sign<Ml  by 
Johannes  Knickerbacker,  jr.,  in  behalf  of  the 
elders  and  deacons  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
church  at  Schaghtekoke  *  *  *  praying  a 
grant  of  one  acre  of  land  adjoining  the  lands 
of  Walter  X.  Groesbeck." 

The  following  is  a  part  of  the  certificate  of  the 
incorporation  of  the  church,  found  among  the 
church  patents  in  the  oflice  of  the  clerk  of  Al- 
bany county  : 

We,  the  8ubsirib»»r<.  ehlcrs  and  deacons  of  the 
Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  church  or  con^rreira- 
tion,  lately  funned  un»l  establishe«l  at  .Schacrticonk, 
in  the  county  of  Albany,  bavins  assemliled  to- 
Cfthor  at  the  ?'ai<l  church  on  this  fourth  day  of 
N.iVL-niher,  in  tlie  yt  nr  17S*<.  ♦  *  ♦  certifythat 
the  trustees  of  the  said  church  or  cnnsrrpiratlon. 
and  their  successors  forever  ^liall  as  a  bo. ly  cor- 
porate be  called  •  •  •  the  ministers.  eldeTd  and 
deacon.**  of  the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  church 
of  Schagtikook.  Signed  by  Peter  Benewy,  John 
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K-.:okerbackcr,  jr.,  Ilarman  Qnackonboss  an«l 
P^*^r  P.  Wlnne. 

ir.  1^-33  the  oM  buiklini:  was  torn  down  and  a 
more  modern  structure  erected  on  its  site.  A 
r^:£.h€T  of  years  aco  this  buildinc,'  was  burriod. 
Tie  site  of  the  nest  church  buildinc:  was  selec- 
ted in  another  locality,  which  is  a  short  di.s- 
taiioe  from  the  railroad  station  known  as 
Reynolds,  on  the  Boston,  Hoosac  tunnel  and 
Western  railroad.  The  Rev.  Theodore  Frelini?- 
l.uj.-en  was  the  first  pastor  of  this  church.  He 
Vi-a-i  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  E.  Westerloo.  The 
pii.-Tors  of  the  church  successively  have  been 
tie  following,  from  the  time  of  the  last-named 
one's  ministrations : 

From  ir;-3  to  17^4,  the  Rev.  Elias  Van  Bunscho- 
ten ;  1784-1706,  the  Rev.  Lambertus  De  Ronde ; 
ir-6-1^37,  the  Rev.  Winslow  Paire;  181(>-1S21,  tlie 
R*:v.  Stephen  Ostrander ;  lSi3-lSe9,  the  Rev.  Abra- 
ham D.  Switz  ;  1R.31^1S^,  the  Rev.  Aaron  A.  Mar- 
c*:lui  ;  ia'i&-1841,thc  Rev.  Ru-hEoyd  ;  ISfM^U,  the 
Rev.  M.  Ackerman ;  1S4.")-1.S47,  the  Rev.  A.  II.  My- 
er»;  ^48-1850.  the  Rev.  Jacob  D.  Fonda  ;  18.-7-lsi;i, 
the  Rev.  Rutgers  Van  Brunt ;  I^ti4-18G9,  tlie  Rev. 
Gt/.rere  White  ;  1870-lS7:i,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Vicle ; 
1'":T^-1S79,  the  Rev.  Solomon  T.  Cole  ;  1S79  to  date, 
tie  Rev.  Ackerman. 

THE  PRESBTTEUI.VN  CnUliCH  OF  SCnAGHTICOKE. 

Tr^e  first  Presbyterian  church  in  the  town  of 
ijchacfhticoke  was  organized  r^Iay  24.  1$03.  At 
the  meeting  held  at  that  time  at  the  house  of 
B'-thnel  Masters,  which  was  attended  by  44  per- 
B'}T.?,  the  following  men  were  elected  trustees  : 
Ezekifl  Baker,  Lewis  Bryant,  Edvrard  Ostrander, 
'Ic'.cob  Williams  and  Nathaniel  Rusco.  About 
the  year  1S05  a  frame  house  of  worship  was 
built.  About  the  year  1S20  the  building  was 
r<:moved  from  the  hill  on  the  Baucus  farm  to 
rV-haghticoke  point  or  Hart's  Falls,  as  tlie  nl- 
lage  is  now  called.  The  present  brick  church 
near  the  American  house  was  erected  in  1S4S  at 
a  cost  of  $18,000.  It  has  seats  for  about  400 
I>:^^ple.  The  ediiicc  was  enlarged  in  1^05  and 
further  improved  in  1S7.5.  The  first  pastor  of 
Vnc  church  was  the  Rev.  Thomas  Fletcher,  who 
>y:gan  his  ministry  here  August  11,  1S24.  He 
wa.-.  .'succeeded  by  the  followim.;  ministers  :  1S;37- 
1*;^;^,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Noble ;  1SG'.M«571,  the  Rev. 
G.  \V.  Martin;  1872-1879,  the  Rev.  Henry 
Neiil,  jr. ;  1>80  to  date,  the  Kev.  William  Bel- 
d*-n.  D.  D.  The  membcrshii)  of  the  church 
Euif.lx.^rs  about  l.Vj  communicants. 

TPjvnxr  puoTESTANT  EPiscop.vL  ciinicn. 

The  first  Protestant  Episcopal  church  at 
Hart.'.^  Falls,  known  as  Trinity  church,  was  or- 
rci:  iz .  d  .September  'Jl,  1S40.    At  the  meeting 
h«  M  at  this  date  at  ihc  sehuol-housc,  district  No.  j 
2,  the  following  persons  were  elected  officers  j 
of  the  church :    Koswell  J.  Bro^\-n  and  James 


Ack hurst,  wardens  ;  and  Zechariah  Lyon,  Tib- 
bits  Bri^?s,  Benjamin  Rocrers,  William  Searlcs, 
Joseph  lirOM-n,  John  Quintin,  Charles  Hay- 
ward  and  Edwin  Smith.  The  Rev.  Ceorge 
H.  Kastman,  immediately  after  the  organisation 
of  the  church,  became  rector.  Fur  about  2') 
years  the  church  was  in  a  disorganized  condi- 
tion. However,  in  1871.  July  10.  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Botrart  Walker  of  St.  Luke's  parish,  .Me- 
chanicvillc,  entered  upon  his  rectorship  of  this 
church,  and  soon  had  it  in  a  more  prosperous 
condition.  In  187"}  a  commodious  church  cili- 
tice  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  .?5.00().  with  a  .'^eat- 
ing capacity  for  200  people.  The  Rev.  William 
B.  Walker  resigned  his  rectorship  July  2t».  l8iVj. 
and  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  R.  G.  Hamilton, 
October  14,  187."),  who  recently,  in  1<80,  al.'^o  ten- 
dered his  resignation  to  the  congregation.  A 
parsonage  has  recently  been  built  near  the 
church.  The  church  reurister  has  the  names  of 
about  50  conmmnicants  upon  its  pages. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHCTiCn  AT  UART'd 
FALLS. 

The  First  MethodLst  society  at  Schaghticoke 
point  vras  organized  about  the  year  1n2.">.  A 
small  building  was  shortly  after  reiitted  for  a 
meeting  house.  The  church  was  incorporated 
January  15.  1831.  The  first  structure  not  being 
i  suflicicntly  commodious  for  the  increased  mem- 
bership, another  building  about  the  year  1">3.j 
was  erected  on  the  north  side  of  Fifth  street. 
The  church  now  numbers  about  I'XJ  members. 
The  trustees  of  the  church  at  the  time  of  its  in- 
corporation were :  Franklin  Miller.  Daniel 
Chase  and  Samuel  D.  Welch.  The  Rev.  R.  T. 
Wade  is  its  present  pastor. 

3T.  JOHN'S  KOMAN'  CATHOLIC  CHUP.CH  AT  HAIll'S 
FALLS. 

The  missionary  labors  of  dififerent  priests  be- 
longing to  the  Roman  Catholic  church  were 
successful,  about  the  year  1840,  in  gathering 
toirether  a  large  conLrregation  at  Schai;hticoke 
point.  Among  the  chief  promoters  of  tliis  ncw 
church  enteri>rise  were  Patrick  Butler,  John 
Breslin,  William  (Jraham  and  Patrick  Mc- 
Gov/an.  George  Tibbits  of  Troy  gave  to  the 
congregation  the  site  of  the  church,  v.  hich  wd.s 
erected  in  1842  on  it  at  a  cost  of  >^">,(X)0.  The 
building  was  eiilarijed  in  I8t>3.  The  Rev. 
Father  Riley  is  the  present  piistor  of  the  church. 

ST.  JOHN'S  EVANGELICAL  LCTUErVn  CIIURCUAT. 
MELROSE. 

Previous  to  the  year  1n">0  the  conirregation  of 
this  church  was  united  ^^ith  the  Gi!<\id  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  church  at  Centre  Brun'^wiok. 
i  Th(!  certificate  of  the  church's  incorporation' 
j  bears  date  of  May  V.i,  IS'AI,  in  which  the  follow- 
'  ing  persons  are  named  a.s  trustees  :  Thomas 
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Rsmond,  Jacob  Stover,  Jacob  Dater,  LcOTK'.r.l 
(freen,  John  J.  Sipperly,  Allen  Way,  Mathor 
Webster,  Seneca  Dennis,  Solomon  V.  R.  Miller. 
Tbe  pastors  of  the  church  have  been  since  the 
year  of  American  independence  the  followinc: : 
The  Rev.  G.  J.  Wichteman,  177G-179.] ;  the  Rev. 
AuthonT.  Braim,  1T^H812;  the  Rev.  John  Haeh- 
man,  1812-1313;  the  Rev.  John  Molthcr,  18H-1S17  ; 
the  Rev.  William  McArthy,  1817-1821 ;  the  Jiev.  J. 
R  Goodman,  1S21-1828  ;  the  Rev.  J.  Z.  Semlerlin?, 
1S28-1849 :  the  Rev.  S.  Curtis,  1S50-18.52 ;  the  Rev. 
John  Sehnser,  18.52-1S57;  the  Rev.  V.  F.  Bolton, 
1S58-1S72  ;  the  Rev.  J.  R.  sikes,  1873-1877 ;  the  Rev. 
N.  Wirt,  from  October  11,  1877,  to  present  time. 

The  present  church  buildincr,  situated  on  the 
bill  at  Melrose,  was  erected  at  the  time  the  Rev. 
John  Selmser  was  pastor.  The  cliurch  is  in  a 
very  prosperous  condition. 

THE      FRA2fKEAN       EV.VNGELICJlL  LUTHERAN 
CHURCn  AT  BRYA^S'  CORNERS. 

This  church  was  organized  at  Bryans'  Cor- 
ners, on  the  east  bank  of  the  Hudson  river,  on 
the  6th  of  March,  lS.r2.  At  this  meeting  the 
Rev.  Rufus  Smith  was  chosen  pastor  and 
Matthias  Snyder,  2d,  Silas  :MilIer  and  William 
T.  Blewer  elected  deacons.  The  church  was  in- 
corporated April  6,  lS-52,  Hiram  C.  Bryan, 
Matthias  Snyder  and  George  W.  Blewer  being 
trustees. 

A  frame  church  building  was  erected  that 
same  year,  at  a  cost  of  e*l,200,  with  a  seating 
capacity  for  100  persons.  The  successors  of 
thr  tirst  pastor  have  been  the  following  : 

The  Rev.  George  W.  Hemperly,  1860-^2;  the  Rev. 
Valentine  F.  Bolton.  1800-18G7;  the  Rev.  J.  R.  t^ikes. 
I'^7t5;  the  Rev.  M.  W.  Empric,  1877  ;  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Danks,  1878;  the  Rev.  N.  Wirt,  1879— to  date. 

There  is  also  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
at  Schaghticoke  Hill,  and  another  at  Grant's 
Hollow,  both  of  which  are  in  a  very  flourishing 
condition  and  are  in  charge  of  the  same  pastor. 

hart's  falls. 

The  village  of  Hart's  Falls,  early  knowni  as 
Schaghticoke  point,  was  incorporated  March 
20, 1867.   About  the  first  manufacturing  busi- 
ness carried  on  at  this  place  was  a  fullincr  mill  | 
which  September  1,  1T9S,  was  operated  by  Ed-  i 
ward  Hart.    The  postoffice  established  here  j 
t'firly  in  the  present  century  was  desi^-nated  as  j 
being  at  Schaghticoke.    The  ^illa^e  has  l.o2.'i  j 
inhabitants,'  and   is   alx)ut  13  miles   north-  i 
east  of  Troy,  at  the  "Great  Falls"  of  the 
Hoosick  river.    The  Boston,  Hoosac  tunnel  and 
Western  railway  pa.sses  throU'_:h  the\illage.  and 
the  Troy  and  Boston  railroad  has  a  station 
known  as  the  Schaghticoke  depot,  a  stiort  dis- 
tance east  of  the  place. 

Among  the  societies  of  the  place  was  Homer  ' 


lodge  No.  TC,  F.  and  A.  Masons,  which  had  its 
tirst  charter  given  it  January  3,  17'M,  signed  by 
John  Adams,  secretary.  In  1S47  it  ceased 
working. 

Victor  lodge  No.  080  was  organized  November 
13,1807.  The  lodge  meets  as  did  the  Ht^m.  r 
lodge,  in  rooms  in  the  Schaghticoke  house. 
The  ilrst  officers  of  Victor  lodge  were  : 

Worshipful  master,  W.  11.  Steele  ;  seuior  wanleti, 
George  W,  Fineh ;  Junior  warden.  Charles  .\, 
Pickett ;  treasurer,  John  A.  Raucus  ;  corre;->i<ond- 
iug  secretary,  C'hauucey  B.  iSloeum. 

The  excellent  watiT  power,  at  this  point, 
makes  Hart's  Falls  quite  an  important  place 
of  manufactories.  Here  are  the  paper  mills  ui 
James  Baucus  Co.,  built  about  the  year 
1850;  the  Cable  flax  mills,  which  give  employ- 
ment to  more  than  2<X)  persons.  This  success- 
ful manufacturing  company  was  ortranized  in 
1871.  The  officers  of  the  company  are  : 
President,  Thomas  Lape ;  secretary,  E.  A. 
Hartshorn  ;  treasurer,  R.  E.  Starks.  The  offiee 
and  .salesrooms  of  the  compaiiy  arc  at  No.  170 
River  street,  Troy. 

The  mills  of  the  Schagliticoke  powder  com- 
pany are  about  a  half  mile  southeast  of  the 
village.  The  officers  of  the  company  are :  Win. 
P.  Bliss,  president ;  Thomas  L.  Doremus,  st  c- 
retary  ;  and  C.  J.  Olds,  superintendent. 

Tlic  Schaghticoke  woolen  Tuills  were  built  in 
1S04.  In  March,  1879,  J.  J.  Joslin  became  the 
owner  of  the  mills.  About  200  persons  find 
employment  in  these  factories.  The  grist  mill 
of  George  Ewart  &  Son  also  adds  importance 
to  the  place. 

schaghticoke  hill. 

This  hamlet  is  situated  on  the  Tomhannock 
creek,  about  one  mile  from  the  Troy  and  Boston 
railroad.  Here  is  a  Methodist  church  and  the 
school  hou'-e  of  district  No.  11.  It  has  also  one 
hotel,  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  shoemaker  shop, 
a  store,  G.  B.  Burton's  twine  mill  and  saw  mill. 

At  Sehaghticokc  Hill  was  the  residence  of 
Hon.  Herman  Knickerbacker,  who  once  at 
Washington  facetiously  called  himself  the 
prince  of  the  tribe  of  Sehaghticokes." 

It  is  said  that  the  humorous  history  of  New 
York,  written  by  Washini,'ton  Irving  under  the 
7io7n  dc  plume  of  Diedrieh  Kniekerboker,  was 
suggested  to  the  author  by  his  long  and  pleasant 
acquaintance  with  Herman  Kniekerbacker, 

It  was  at  the  prince's  house  at  Schaghticoke 
hill  that  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  Troy 
were  handsomely  entertained  a  number  oi 
years  a;-'o,  as  had  been  the  custom  at  the  rid 
Knickcrl)a(ker  homestead.  ti>r  along  time,  to 
extend  such  hospitalities  to  the  maj^or  and  num- 
bers of  the  common  council  of  the  city  ot  Al- 
bany.   It  is  related  that  when  the  Troy  guests 
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arrived  with  appetites  sharpened  by  a  lonpr  ( 
drive,  the  prince  pretended  to  have  fori?otton  j 
the  day  appointed  for  their  reception.  He,  | 
hoNsever,  iold  his  hun^y  visitors  that  he  would 
do  the  best  the  short  time  then  allowed  him  for 
preparation  permitted.  He  was  sliortly  after- 
ward heard  earnestly  discussini]:  with  his  cook 
how  to  make  one  pair  of  chickens  suffice  for  so 
many  gruests.  The  mayor  and  members  of  the 
common  council  of  Troy  were  <?rearly  disturbed 
by  the  perplexing  position  in  which  their  un- 
anticipated ^^sit  had  placed  their  unprovided 
host.  But  a  pleasant  surprise  and  a  hearty 
enjoyment  of  the  practical  joke  followed,  when 
immediately  after  the  occurrence  of  the  con- 
versation between  the  prince  and  the  cook,  the 
dining  room  doors  were  thrown  open,  exhibit- 
ing to  the  astonished  guests  a  most  bountiful 
and  appetizing  repast  already  prepared  and 
waiting  their  eating. 

MELROSE. 

This  is  a  station  on  the  Troy  and  Boston  rail- 
road in  the  south  part  of  the  town  of  Schaghti- 


coke.    Tt  has  a  postofflce,  hotel,  a  store  an  !  .. 
blacksmith  shop.    South  of  it  is  Grant's  Holl<,-,( 
where  there  is  a  store,  a  Mt;thodist  church  a-. . 
tlie  school  house  of  dblrict  No.  10.    The  man  . 
factory  of  the  (irant  fan  mill  and  cradle  c..;:. 
pany   is   one   of    the   chief   enterprises  < ' 
the    place   and   is   managed    by   tlic  firrr. 
of  D.  H.  Viall,  J.  P.  Leavens  and  Ezra  Baiik<  r 
At  Bryant's  Corners,  on  the  east  bank  ol  t!,. 
Hudson,  is  the  school  house  of  district  No. 
and  a  manufactory  of  acrricultural  iiuplemein- 
carried  on  by  W.  W.  Bryan.    Ke>Tiolds  i.<5  u 
newly  established  postoffice  and  a  station  oi. 
the  Boston,  Hoosac  tunnel  and  Western  rail- 
road, east  of  >[echanicville. 

POPULATION  OF  TUK  TOWN  OF  SCIIAGIITICOKE. 
17ttO  l.fW  I  lrW5  S.Oftl 

isoo  2.r?.j5  I  is5<)  n.v.'io 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

THE  TOWN  OF  SCHODACK. 

A  Great  Corn  Country— The  Opdracht  Brief  of  1637— Rf.nsselafr's 
Stein  at  Beeren  Island  —  The  Island  called  Schotack  by  the 
Indians  —  Jacob  Janse  Plodder  on  the  Gojer's  Kill  —  Schodack 
Invaded  by  the  French  in  169G  —  Erection  of  the  Town  of 
ScHODACK  —  Organization  of  Dutch  Churches  —  The  Villagfs 
and  Hamlets — Population  of  the  Town. 


The  truthfulness  of  any  statement  seems 
generally  more  patent  when  the  particulars  of 
such  a  declaration  are  derived  from  an  ori^nal 
and  vrell-authenticated  document  than  when 
the  same  are  transmitted  orally  or  by  tradition. 
The  first  as  a  source  of  information  is  not 
easily  corrupted  by  subsequent  changes  of  its 
text  without  such  interpolations  and  cancella- 
tions being  detected,  but  when  the  narration  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  occurrence  is  ob- 
tained through  the  channels  of  tradition,  the 
reliability  of  such  information  is  often  ques- 
tionable as  regards  veracity, 

THE  IKDIANS  ENTERTAIN  HEN'RT  HTDSOX. 

In  1025  John  de  Laet  published  a  work  under 
the  name  of  the  "  New  World,  or  a  Description 
of  the  West  Indies."  In  his  description  of  the 
New  Netherlands, — the  territory  now  mostly  em- 
braced by  the  state  of  New  York,  then  pos- 
Ressed  by  the  Dutch,— this  historian  alludes  to 
fi-ome  of  the  incidents  connected  \nth  Henry 
Hudson's  exploration  of  the  river  which  now 
Ixars  his  name.  The  Dutch  writer  says  that 
when  the  English  navigator  had  sailed  up  the 
river  as  far  as  latitude  he  was  invited 

a.-hore  by  the  friendly  aborigine-'.  Then  quot- 
ing Hudson's  journal,  he  furnishes  the  follow- 
nu' details  of  the  visit  made  to  the  home  of  a 
hospitable  Indian  chief  by  the  commander  of 
the  Half  Moon  ; 

I  sailed  to  the  shore  In  one  of  their  canoes  with 
an  ohl  man,  who  was  the  chief  of  a  tribe  coasist- 
I'ijs'  of  AO  men  and  17  women  ;  these  I  saw  there  in 
'X  hr.U'.eweU  construeteil  of  oak-bark,  and  circular 

.-hape,  8o  that  it  had  the  appi  arance  of  beln;,' 
tuilt  with  an  arched  roof.   It  contained  a  great 


quantity  of  maize  or  Indian  com  and  beaus  of  the 
last  year's  growth,  and  there  lay  near  the  house 
for  the  purpose  of  drying  enough  to  load  three 
ships,  besides  v.  hat  was  growing  in  the  fields.  On 
our  coming  into  the  house,  two  mats  were  spread 
out  to  sit  upon,  and  immediately  some  food  wa.s 
served  in  well  made  red  wooden  bowls  :  two  men 
were  dispatched  at  once  witli  bows  and  arrows  in 
quest  of  game,  who  soon  after  brought  in  a  pair  of 
pigeons  which  they  had  shot.  They  likewise  killed 
a  fat  dog,  and  skinned  it  in  iiaste  with  shells  which 
they  had  got  out  of  the  water.  They  s-uppo^ed 
that  T  would  remain  with  them  for  the  night,  but 
I  returned  after  a  short  time  on  board  the  ship. 
The  land  is  the  finest  for  cultivation  that  I  ever  in 
my  life  set  foot  upon,  and  it  also  abounds  in  trees 
of  every  de^^criptiijn.  The  natives  are  a  very  good 
people,  for  when  they  saw  fliat  I  would  not  re- 
main, they  supposed  that  I  was  afraid  of  their 
bows,  and.  taking  the  arrows,  they  broke  them  in 
pieces  and  threw  them  into  the  fire. 

Tradition  adds  to  this  historic  record  that 
the  place  where  Hudson  was  thus  entertained 
was  on  Castle  hill,  an  eminence  east  of  the 
village  of  Castleton,  whereon  was  the  house  of 
the  Indian  chief  referred  to  in  De  Laet's  his- 
tory. But  as  the  southern  boundary  line  of 
Ren.'j-selaer  county  is  given  in  the  state  gazet- 
teers as  42°  27'  north  latitude,  the  locution  of 
the  place  if  it  was  on  the  cast  side  of  the  river, 
42'  IS",  would  rather  indicate  that  it  was  ne^irer 
the  city  of  Hudson,  in  Columbia  county,  which 
is  in  latitude  42'  14'. 

PAPSICKENEKAS. 

For  the  puri)n.';c  of  eomphing  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Dutch  West  India  company 
in  becoming  the  patroon  of  a  large  b<xly  of 
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land,  Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer,  through  his 
agent,  Jacob  Alhertzsen  Plank,  became  the 
OMr-ner  by  purchase  from  the  Imliau.s,  April  13, 
1G?7,  of  a  tract  called  Papsickeuekas  lyiiit;  on 
the  east  bank  of  the  Hudson  river,  and  extend- 
ing from  a  point  opposite  Castle  island  south- 
wardly as  fur  as  a  point  opposite  Smaekx 
island,  and  including  the  adjacent  islands  and 
all  the  land  back  into  the  interior.  The  remun- 
eration which  the  Indian  o\mcrs  received  for 
this  grant  was  "  certain  quantities  of  duitVls, 
axes,  knives  and  wampum."  The  deed  of  the 
land  purchased  is  endorsed  *'  OprJracht  brirf 
van't  laudt  aende  OostivHd  en  de  eyiandm  van 
Papm-kaen,  1G37"— the  transfer  paper  of  tlie 
land  on  the  east  shore  and  the  islands  of 
Papsickaeu,  1G37.  Castle  island  is  a  short 
distance  south  of  the  city  of  Albany,  and 
Smaekx  Inland  is  south  of  the  long  island,  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river,  partly  included  in  the 
territory  belonging  to  the  town  of  East  Green- 
bush  and  Schodack.  Below  ^-mackx  island  is 
Beeren  island.  On  the  map  of  Rensselaerwyck, 
made  by  Gilhs  Van  Schendel  in  1G30,  appear 
both  iSmackx  eyland  and  Bccrcn  eyhmd  nu  lien- 
sda  rs  eyhmd.  North  of  Smaekx  island  are 
Godtjns  eijlandeii,  Godyn's  islands,  and  east  of 
them  Paepsykenekacs  K>U,  Paepsykenekaes  creek. 

BEEREN  ISLAND  FOKTIFIED. 

At  a  certain  marked  tree  on  the  southern 
point  of  Beeren  island  are  the  southwest,  south- 
east, northwest  and  northeast  corners  of  Rens- 
selaer, Albany,  Columbia  and  Greene  counties, 
respectively.  It  is  said  that  about  the  year 
1643  a  number  of  unlicensed  traders  visited  the 
manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  and  enticed  the  In- 
dians into  "  secret  trading  places."  whore  they 
persuaded  them  to  part  with  the  valuable  furs 
which  they  had  obtained  by  trapping,  "not 
caring  whether  or  not  the  trade  was  injured  as 
to  render  the  patroou  unable  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  this  colonic."  The  next  reprehensi- 
ble thing  which  these  interlopers,  as  they  were 
called,  did,  was  to  debauch  tlic  Indians  with 
"  wine  and  strong  drink  which  they  sold  at  an 
usurious  rate,"  and  to  induce  the  colonists  not 
only  to  sell  them  the  peltries  which  they  had 
secured,  but  also  to  dispose  of  laru;e  quantities 
of  grain,  disregtirdingth.' patroon's  preemption 
right,  thereby  not  paying  the  tenths,  or  ac- 
counting for  the  halves  ot  thirds  which  they 
had  agreed  to  do  in  leasing  the  land  which 
they  were  cultivating.  Two  measures  were 
adopted  by  the  patroon  to  pn  vent  this 
high-han.kd  boldness.  First,  he  erect.'d 
on  Boeren  inland,  or  Bear's  island,  the  southern 
boundary  of  his  manorial  estate,  a  fortiUeaiion. 
the  guns  of  which,  commanding  the  riv^r, 


could  prevent  all  other  ves.sels  but  his  own  a:. ; 
those  of  the  West  India  company  from  a^:<  t  i; . 
iULC  the  upper  Hudson.  He  also  e.itnMislicd  .• 
this  point  a  tradini;  post.  In  the  next  phuf  I.. 
exp<;rted  from  Holland  a  suflicient  stock  ■  : 
goods  to  supply  through  his  agents  at  Hev.  r 
wyekand  Beeren  island  the  Indians  of  this  pur. 
of  the  country  and  the  neighboring  s<;- 
tlers,  taking  in  cxehanw  furs  and  agricu. 
tural  produce.  Nicholas  Coorn  was  mat!'- 
iracfdmcestcr^  or  quartermaster,  of  the  post  ;it 
Beeren  island.  A  claim  of  "staple  right,"  a 
toll  of  tive  guilders,  or  two  dollars,  was  then  d.  - 
manded  of  every  trading  vessel  passing  tl.-- 
fort  and  the  lowering  of  their  eolors  in  houfjr  "i 
Rensselaer's  stein.  This  feudal  claim  \va.> 
maintained,  it  is  said,  until  the  death  of  tl.t- 
patroon,  in  11)40. 

THE  FIRST  SETTLEU3  AT  SCIIODaCK. 

In  the  Albany  county  records  the  following 
conveyance  of  land  from  the  Indians  at  Scho- 
dack is  preserved : 

"An  Indian,  Wattawit,  with  his  mother  natutvl 
Pepev.its,  sold  to  Volekert  Jausseu  [Douw]  aiiJ 
Jan  Tomassen,  2(1,  their  certain  land  lyiii(;  c  a  the 
Goojers  kill  on  Apjen's  island,  or  by  tlie  ludiaa" 
called  .'<chotack,  their  portion  of  Apjen's  island,  i< 
the  north  end,  exleniiine  from  tbe  imi  th  end  unl'I 
right  over  against  the  south  end  of  the  preen  tla' 
{groene  j>/aet)  cuttin;:  obliquely  over  Apjen's  island 
to  the  kill  which  makes  the  island;  together  with 
a  piece  of  land  on  the  east  shore  of  the  kill,  beinj 
the  fast  bank  where  the  house  of  Machaekaot;i' 
stood,  and  extending  into  the  woods  ;  for  the  sum 
of  U2  guilders  in  beavers,  payable  in  niereban- 
dise."  This  was  done  in  the  village  of  Bevt-rwyck 
in  presence  of  Thomas  Charabci-s  and  Johannv- 
Provost,  October  14, 

At  the  same  time,  on  the  same  day  thcrt<  ap- 
peared before  Johannes  La  Montague,  "an  In- 
dian with  a  squaw,  the  Indian  named  Naspa 
han  or  Pofponick,  and  the  squaw  named  Pasif «•. 
o^^^lers  of  tho  south  end  of  Apjen's  i.sland, 
named  Schotack"  who  sold  to  the  parties 
named  in  the  previous  conveyance  the  ".MUit!: 
end  of  the  aforesaid  island,  being  the  greate."-! 
half,  beginning  from  the  point  over  ai^ainst  tli- 
Green  Flat  (groene  plaet)  ai'.d  running  to  tli  ■ 
south  end  of  said  Apjen's  island  ♦  *  *  f<'r 
the  sum  of  500  guilders  in  beavers  in  merchan 
disc." 

JACOB  JANSE  Fl.ODDEU  DUY3  THE  OOJEK'S  KILL 

By  another  conveyance  it  appears  that  Jacol' 
Janse  Klcnhler  had  as  early  as  the  year  I'VI'i 
purchased  a  small  cr»  ek  and  had  hired  a  littl' 
piece  of  irround  adjoinini;  th.-  kill  from  ih--  i' 
dians  livin::  in  that  vicinity.  The  paper  is»lii-  ; 
May  14,  lt'04,  and  nanu  s  the  Iollowiu:r  indiai^- 
as  appearing  before  Johannes  La  Montague,  a- 
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AUxmy,  and  making  the  declaration  hereafter 
.juntod:  "  Que;?kimiet,  son  of  Pacies,  Acpie, 
,  Wivktpc  ar.d  Kle\-iie  Duvidtie.''  These  tc-sti- 
•j.d  that  IS  years  before  Jacob  Janse  Plodder 
b>iU*;ht  the  Gojer's  kill,  Vmt  no  land  with  it,  only 
;i  little  piece  north  of  said  kill,  which  was}?rant- 
td  liim  to  make  a  garden,  for  the  hire  of  which 
th<  -se  deponents,  owners  of  the  same,  had  re- 
icived  only  a  piece  of  cloth.  The  deponent.s 
l>oing  asked  if  Jacob  Janse  Floddcr  had  bought 
t^imc  land  at  Schotack.  thereupon  unanimously 
answered,  '  no.'  but  that  he  only  had  a  small 
piece  of  land  that  they  had  rented  to  him  to  sow 
oats  upon ;  forthermore  that  he  had  a  riek  there 
to  hoiLse  his  grain  in  for  the  winter,  but 
that  he  never  had  any  ownership  therein. 
Ajrain  the  deponents  being  asked  who  arc  the 
lawful  owners  of  Schotack  and  the  fast  bank 
extending  the  whole  length  of  the  island,  de- 
clared that  Jan  Tomasse  and  Yolckert  Janse 
{Douwj  are  the  lawful  owners,  who  bought  and 
paid  for  the  same  and  nobody  else." 

The  la^t  named  parties,  on  the  2V)th  of  De- 
ctmiber,  1670,  conveyed  to  ''Jan  Laurense  [Yan 
AlenJ  a  certain  parcel  of  land  or  plantation,  as 
the  same  lies  in  fence  and  formerly  occupied  by 
Adrien  Dimixse  de  Yries,  hing  on  the  fast 
bank,  at  Schotack,  with  a  little  piece  outside 
the  fence  formerly  planted  by  the  Indians." 

FREXCH  I*0E3  rSTADE  SCHODACK. 

The  territory  now  embraced  within  the  town 
of  Schodack  was  before  the  close  of  the  sevcn- 
totnth  century  to  some  extent  under  tillage 
and  the  land  hing  along  the  river  occupied  by 
an  industrious  class  of  Dutch  emigrants.  Now 
and  then,  during  the  disturbances  occasioned 
hy  the  hostilities  of  the  French  directed  airainst 
the  English.the  people  at  Schodack  were  alarmed 
by  the  close  proximity  of  bodies  of  invading 
Kr.-neh  soldiers.  The  most  daring  venture  in 
vicinity  made  by  the  hostile  French  was  in 
t!.'j  fall  of  If.yO,  the  particulars  of  which  are  set 
f'-rth  in  the  followihc:  testimony  : 

The  Examinacons  of  Joseph  De  Boakc.  Philip 
A.ti.irie  la  Condre  and  Tsaa?  Gii:?on  la  Pomere. 
•  ik.  n  by  Captain  James  Weems  and  Captain  Wil- 
;  un  Hyde  in  Fort  Oran-e.  at  Albany,  separately 
'  x-tied.  the  IGth  of  October.  lf,%. 
.'■  ■•j./ph  de  Boake  bein?  called  saith  that  on  the 
uf  September  la-t.  by  an  order  in  WTitein;? 
,     fr  >m  Mons-r  Guveni'r  of  the  Isle  of  MontreaU,  he 
•■^.ir-hed  from  the  said  place  hayiiii?  under  his 
■••nmand  one  and  twetity  French  and  one  Indian. 
■  tii  fourtv-five  dayes  provision^,  that  they  w.  re 
^  'Vi  lvf  d:iy>:  n-i.m  the  river  and  landed  upon  the 
,wv    "ni-   I         >hamiahire  ahov.-  tlie  point 
'     I.a    >heMare:     there     left     thoir  throe 
.•.n.„-s      wiih      all     their      pr<.v!>ions  but 
■■-.u    dayes.    which    tliey    took     with  them 
1  deMLcned  to  make  an  eaiTer  attack  upon 


some  part  of  the  Five  Nation?  or  the  English  their 
enemys.  After  eicht  dayes  Iravell  they  arrived  ai 
some  uninhabited  hniises  over  against  the  Flatts 
where  he  advanced  himselfew  ith  two  more  to  dis- 
cover wliat  he  e<»uld  ;  leavin;:  the  rest  of  his  party 
behinde  him  about  a  leat.'ue  and  lialfe :  but  dis- 
cerning three  Indian.s  burniii{:  of  a  rinc,  fcarin? 
le.st  he  should  be  discovered  retreated  to  hi«J  party, 
and  beto(jk  themselves  to  a  tliickett  that  nicht. 
and  next  morning  marched  towards  Kinderhouk. 
and  next  day  about  twc*  hours  before  sunsctt  they 
were  attacked,  being  only  at  that  time  to;;ether 
of  them,  thirteen,  the  rest  bcintr  di.spersed  or  lost. 
After  some  shott  bein;:  di>cliar;,'cd  on  both  sides 
Ids  party  and  he  retreated,  the  examinant 
beinc?  jjrievously  wounded  in  the  arm  wa.s 
not  able  to  proceed;  therefore  advised  his 
party  to  surrender  to  some  of  the  Enf:li<;h  in 
the  next  villages,  for  he  was  not  able  to  head  them 
any  longer,  by  reason  of  being  very  faint  with  the 
loss  of  much  blood,  and  earnestly  importuned 
them  to  submitt  accorduif?  to  his  council,  least 
they  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians,  w  lio 
would  have  no  mercy  of  them ;  all  refused  but 
two  w  ho  joyned  with  him,  and  in  three  dayes  after 
surrendered  to  the  inhabitants  of  Scotack  who 
brought  them  to  Albany  this  day. 

TEOPLE  LIVING  IS  SCHODACK  IN  1TG7  AND  ITTi'i. 

From  a  map  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck  made  by  Jno.  R.  BU  ekcr,  in  17»')7,  and 
from  one  made  by  Robert  Yates,  i  i  1773,  the 
names  of  the  following  persons  are  taken  w  hose 
houses  were  designated  as  being  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  the  manor  : 

Opposite  Mosieman's  or  >rusmus  island,  now- 
known  as  Schcrmcrhorn's  island,  near  the 
southern  boundary  line  of  the  manor,  dwelt 
Ilendrick  Yan  Beuren  and  Jacobus  Yan  dcr 
Poel,  and  eastwardly  Nicolaes  Kctel.  East  of 
the  Murtius  or  Muitzes  kill  and  west  of  the  Yly 
kill  Llansie  Yan  Yalkenbcrgh,  and  east- 
wardly beyond  the  old  road  rutin  ing 
northward,  Anthony  Yan  der  Pocl.  North 
ward  along  the  river  road  were  the 
houses  of  "Wouter  Harhuyt,  Jcronimus 
Yan  Yalkenbcrgh,  Ca>^iier  Sprinsteen  and  Jacob 
Cornchse  Schernierhorn.  Opposite  Schotack 
island7  north  of  a  small  stream,  were  the 
houses  of  Ueyer  Schermcrhoru,  Jacob  S«_hcr- 
raerliorn,  Engelie  Schermcrhoru,  Jacob  Van 
Yalkenbcrgh,  Rolof  Janze  an<l  John  H.  Beek- 
inau.  North  of  Keyer  Sehcrmerhorn's  hou^e 
was  the  Dutch  church.  Eastwardly  aloncr  the 
branches  of  the  Muitzes  kill  were  the  farms  of 

Andrics  Huyck.          Springsteen.  Isaac  MulK  r 

and           Seiievers.*^  On  the  north  side  of  the 

mouth  of  the  Muitzes  kill  were  the  S'^hotack 
mills.    Nortli    of    the    stream    known  as 
Vlorkie     kill     was     the     house    of  llans 
i  Van     lieuren,   and    eastward,   beyond  tiie 
'  north      road,     that     of     I'eter     Lodwick.  v 
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ZiistTTardly  from  the  river,  and  on  the  south  ] 
.ide  of  Moordeners  kill,  were  the  homes  of  a 
Van  Bem-en  family  and  of  Cornelius  Sproni^. 
:xcrth  and  along  the  north  bank  of  the  kill 
join?  eastwardly  dwelt   Jonathan  Witbeck, 

Hun^i  Salsberg,          Fetch,  Henry  Shans  and  | 

Caper  Ham.  Northwardly  of  these  farmers 
ive^i  Marte  Van  Beuren,  Benjamin  Van  Den 
3er^h,  Benjamin  Van  Beuren,  Hans  Witbeek 
md  Henry  Peter  Van  Beuren.  North  of  the 
Tierda  kill  were  the  residences  of  Cornelius 
Tan  Beuren,  Hansie  Van  Hegan,  Jacobus  Van 
He^un,  Abraham  Van  Hegan,  Jacob  Jacobse 
scriermerhorn  and  Evert  Lansing.  On  the 
souih  part  of  Staats's  island  were  the  homes  of 
.Joachim  and  Gerrit  Statts.  From  these  desig- 
Ttaciona  it  may  be  inferred  that  about  the  year 
I7T0  there  were  about  40  families  of  farmers  re- 
ading within  the  limits  of  the  territory  now  em- 
braced in  the  present  town  of  Schodack. 

THE  OVERSLAUGH. 

Between  Staats's  island  and  Douw's  point, 
xrmerly  the  channel  of  the  Hudson  river  was 
jiten  made  shallow  by  accumulations  of  dilu- 
-r3^  detritus.  The  shoals  and  bars  thus  created 
often  rendered  the  navigation  of  this  part  of 
'Jie  river  extremely  difficult.  This  hinderance 
30  rhe  easy  passage  of  river  craft  gave  to  the 
place  the  designation  of  the  overslaugh.  Early 
ji  the  present  century  the  state  expended  con- 
siderable money  here  in  building  dykes  and  in 
iretir'cg  the  river  bed.  When  steamboats  be- 
Z3kii  to  ply  between  New  York  and  Albany  and 
Zi^'ij,  it  often  happened  that  the  shallowness  of 
-Jie  water  at  this  point  permitted  them  to  ascend 
nv.  farther  northward.  At  such  times  passcn- 
r=rrs  were  carried  to  and  from  the  boats  in 
-xa^e  coaches,  and  the  cargoes  taken  away  and 
"iT-rnzat  to  them  in  lighters.  A'an  "VVie's  point 
m  :iie  west  side  of  the  river  and  Staats's  dock 
iS.  :h.e  east  side  were  generally  the  places  to 
Trruch  the  stages  ran  to  connect  with  thesteam- 

EKECTION  OF  THE  TOWK  OF  SCHODACK. 

On  ihe  17th  of  March,  17U5,  the  state  legisla- 
:t:r;  pas-sed  "  An  act  to  divide  the  town  of 
2^nii&,4aerwyck,  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer." 
37  enactment  the  town  of  Schodack  was 
-r«:-cte*L    It  provided  : 

Tb.*c  ail  that  part  of  the  town  of  Rons.-^elaer- 
-r-rs.  bounded  a.s  follows  :  Bepinnlocat  the  south- 
-vf^i  turner  of  the  town  of  Troy,  and  ruiininj: 
usno'T  easterly  along  the  soutbt-ra  bt.undary  line 
r"  -aid  town,  to  the  western  bounds  of  the  town 
-  pof,.».sburk'h.  tlu.-nce  southerly  aloiiir  the  wcst- 
•m  bounds  of  the  tuwu.s  of  Petersl.ur^'b  uuil 
'^-";:rnt<.'wn,  G-'W  chains,  llifuee  south  Ni  di  irrees 
minuted  west,  as  the  nrcdle  now  points  unto 
I;-_;oa's  river,  tlicueo  northerly  along  the  said 


I  river,  to  the  place  of  bcjrinning,  and  Includlntr  f  uclj 
of  the  islands  in  tlie  said  river  as  are  ut  arust  the 
ea-st  suic  thcrnif,  und  are  adjacent  to  tlu* 
said  last  mentioned  luie,  shall,  frum  and  aft.-r 
th.-  first  Monday  in  .\pril  next,  be  erected  iiit<j  a 
separate  town,  by  the  name  of  (Jreenbush  :  and 
that  the  tirst  town  meeting  in  Greenbusli  shall  be 
held  at  the  dwellinfr  bouse  of  David  -M.  I)e  Forest 
in  the  said  town  ;  and  that  all  the  remaining  part 
of  the  town  of  Rensselaerwyck  sliall  be  and  re- 
main a  separate  town  by  the  name  of  Schodack  : 
and  that  the  first  town  meellne  in  the  town  of 
Scbodaek  shall  be  held  at  the  dweilinc:  house  of 
John  I.  Miller  In  the  said  town. 

The  pronsions  of  this  act.  It  vsill  be  seen, 
extinguished  the  designation  "  Rensselaer- 
wyck,"  which  had,  since  IKO,  been  applied  to 
the  whole  and  subsequently  to  portions  of  the 
territory  now  embraced  in  the  limits  of  Rens- 
selaer county. 

In  18()ti  portions  of  the  territory  of  the  town 
were  subtracted  to  form  the  towns  of  Berlin 
and  Nassau.  The  town  Is  bounded  on  the  west 
by  the  Hudson  river  and  is  in  the  southwe*;t- 
ern  corner  of  the  county.  The  soil  in  the  east- 
ern part  is  clayey,  and  in  the  western  a  fertile 
loam  of  sand  and  gravel.  The  land  id  mostly 
very  productive,  and  is  devoted  generally  to 
agricultural  uses. 

THE  FIKST  OFFICERS  OF  THE  TOWN. 

The  first  officers  of  the  town  were  elected  on 
April  7,  1795.    They  were  the  following  : 

Supervisor,  Aaron  Ostrander  ;  assessors,  Corne- 
lius iSchermerhorn,  Nichola*;  .Staats.  Thomas  I-Yost, 
Jonathan  Iloafr,  Nathaniel  Brockway ;  overseers 
of  the  poor,  James  McKown.  Isiiac  Pliiliips  ;  col- 
lector,''Henry  i?he!Ter:  commissi>)n»;r9  of  l.ipn- 
ways,  Elijah  Kelsey,  Hosta  Hamilton,  Walter  Car- 
p*  nter;  constables,  llc!iry  Sheffer,  Charles  Mason. 
Reuben  Barton,  Joseph  Burch,  Thomas  Bruma- 
pem  ;  poundmasters.  John  Van  Xess,  Jouattian 
Uoapr ;  fence  viewers.  Jacobus  Van  der  Poel.  Jac-  'b 
Barhuyt.  Barent  Van  der  Berph,  I)a>1d  Arnold. 
Jesse  De  Freest,  Peter  Aulthuyser.  George  Miileiia. 
Nathaniel  Brockway,  Samuel  Brown,  Gormnnd 
l^lkin,  Richard  Yates;  patlimastors,  John  E.  Lan- 
sing, St.  Ledger  Cow  les,  Darius  Sherman.  Jacobus 
Van  Ness,  Jacob  Van  Valkenbur;:h.  David  Boll. 
Joseph  Bell,  Joseph  Vichor>',  Coriieiius  Sehc.nncr- 
horn.  Jacobus  Volmsbee,  John  Van  Ness,  jr.,  and 
Harmon  Coun. 

THE    REFORMED   PROTESTANT    DLTCII  CUtUCH 
OF  SCHODACK, 

It  is  believed  that  this  church  was  ortranized 
about  the  year  17rif;,  when  the  Rev.  Johannes 
Casparus  Fryenmoet  became  pastor  of  th«! 
Dutch  cliurches  at  Kindcrhook,  Clavorack  and 
Livingston  manor.  In  the  call  to  this  mini.>-t<T 
it  was  stipulated  that  he  was  to  serve  th.-  p'-<>- 
ple  of  Kindt  rluM)k  iwothinls  of  his  time  and 
the  remainder  tho^e  living  at  Sch<>liick.  in 
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1773  the  site  of  the  churuh  is  do.siu'naud  on  a  | 
:nap  made  by  Robert  Yates,  whiehwa^s  between 
the  residences  oi  Eycr  Sehermerhoru  and  Jacob  I 
.H'hermerhorn,  a  short  diistaucc  uortli  of  Scho-  j 
tLtck  UuKling. 

In  the  certilieate  of  incorporation  it  is  i«tated 
that  Jacobus  V.  C.  Romeyn,  minister,  Andries  j 
Ten  Eyck,  John  H.  Beekman,  Jacob  C. 
Schermerhorn  and  Jacobus  Van  dcr  Pocl, 
elders,  and  Daniel  Schermcrhorn.  Johannis  J. 
Van  Valkenburgh,  Maus  Van  Biu-en  and  Koelef 
Johnson,  deacons,  had  assembled  together  at 
the  church  on  the  ISth  day  of  August,  17S8, 
and  had  taken  the  title  of  "the  mini.>ter, 
(Mcrs  and  deacons  of  the  Reformed  Protestant 
Dutch  church  of  Schotack." 

In  1810  the  church  building  was  removed  to 
its  present  site  at  Muitzeskill,  two  and  a  quar- 
ter miles  east  of  Schodaek  landing.  In  lS-25  it 
was  enlarged,  and  further  remoddlcd  in  1S6<3. 
On  the  27th  of  February,  1S76,  the  building  was 
destroyed  by  tire.  The  present  commodious 
edifice  was  erected  in  1S76  at  a  cost  of  about 
SC.OOO.  and  was  dedicated  the  same  year  on  the 
6th  of  December.  The  Rev.  K.  W.  Clark,  D. 
D.,  of  Albany,  preached  the  sermon  on  this  oc- 
casion, and  the  Rev.  ^Villiam  Veenschoten  offi- 
ciating. This  church  has  a  seating  capacity  for 
about  300  persons.  The  roll  of  membership  in- 
cludes 126  persons,  and  the  Sabbath  school  150. 
The  following  persons  have  been  successively 
the  pastors  of  this  flourishing  church  : 

The  Kev.  J.  C.  Fryenmoet,  IToG-lTT^^;  tlie  Rev. 
Jaeobus  Viln  Campen  Komeyn.  17S8-1T94  ;  the  Rev. 
I'hristian  Bork,  17(lS-lt-^s ;  the  Kev.  Jesse  Fuiula, 
l.'^/^.)-lSi:i  ;  the  Rev.  Peter  Van  Burcn.  ISlt-lbJO ; 
the  Rev.  Isaiah  Y.  Johnson,  l>^,n-lb:?:3.  died  in  his 
I-ustorate  ;  the  Rev.  Asa  Bennett,  l'^e4-lJ^J8 ;  the 
Hev.  Staats  Van  Santvoord,  ISCO-lK-W ;  the  Rev. 
J<'hn  Gray,  lS:iVl'^j«;  the  Rev.  William  Bailey, 
1M:-1So6;  the  Rev.  Benjamin  F.  .Snyder,  l*<.V>-l<t;n  ; 
the  Rev.  A.  B.  Peffers,  IStiO-l^^T^.  and  the  Rev.  Wil- 
liam Veenschoten,  1874  to  date. 

KKFOHMED      DUTCH      CHLTiCH    OF  8CHODACK 
LANDING. 

Tlie  reformed  Dutch  church  of  Schodaek land- 
ifig  was  organized  Nov.  2,  1S."">S.    The  oflicers  of 
'he  church,  Egbert  Reed  and  Peter  (r.  Ten  Eyck, 
'•Mers,  and  Joel  Reed  and  Israel  Matson,  dea- 
<^)ns,  were  installed  at  that  time  by  the  Rev.  L.  i 
n.  Van  Dyck  and  the  Rev.  J..R.  Tulma:,'e,  the  | 
"•mmittee  appointed  by  the  classis  of  Reiis- 
^'  laer,  which  had  met  at  (thent,  on  the  third  | 
Int  stbiy  of  September  that  same  year.    The  | 
"'  j^'ct  of  this  organization  was  for  the  purpose  j 
'  f '  ii:ibling  the  society  to  IcLrally  pos.-ess  the  pre-  ; 
•  Ml  eliurch  buiidinir  which  had  bren  erected  in  j 
'•^i'l  upon  land  ;,nven  by  John  Sciiemerliorn.  j 
ihi-'i  body  held  connection  with  the  chiurch  at 
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Muitzeskill  until  iNKi,  at  which  time  it  became 
a  seijarate  society  belonsing  to  the  clas&i.s  »)f 
Rensselaer.  The  first  i»aslor  of  thb  flourishing 
church  was  the  Rev.  Isaac  L.  Kip,  who  served 
the  congre;L;ation  from  lSti7  to  1S75.  The  Rcv. 
^Villiam  J.  Legu;elt  succeeded  the  former  pastor 
in  1877),  and  has  served  the  congregation 
to  the  present  time.  The  present  meiuU  rahip 
of  the  churcli  is  172  persons,  and  that  of  the 
Sunday  school  KK). 

ST.    PETEK'S    BAPTIST    CHURCH    OF  SCHODACK. 

This  Baptist  society  dates  its  organization 
back  as  early  as  the  year  17>^0.  The  R«  v. 
Stephen  Olmstead  was  elected  in  17*J7  pastor  of 
this  society,  which  then  had  51  members.  The 
society  was  first  known  as  the  Baptist  church  of 
New  Bethlehem,  and  erected  its  first  lot:  h(mse 
of  worship  in  the  north  east  corner  of  the  t(jwu 
of  Schodaek.  The  old  structure  was  reiuo\  ed 
about  the  year  1800,  and  the  present  chun  h 
building  erected  on  its  site.  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer  gave  the  society  a  deed  of  21  acres 
of  s;round  for  the  site  of  a  meeting  hou.^e  and  a 
parsonage. 

The  l■ollo^^inc:  persons  were  elected  .March 
20,  1802,  to  take  charge  of  the  estate  and 
property  belongintr  to  the  Baptist  church."  as 
there  were  "no  church  wanlens  or  elders  «/f 
said  church,"  at  the  time :  William  Lewi><, 
James  Gillyers,  Timothy  Phillips,  Thomas 
Frost,  jr.,  David  Calkins  and  David  Trcmer. 
The  early  records  of  the  church  were  consumed 
at  the  time  the  Rev.  Stephen  Olmstead's  house 
was  burned,  early  in  the  ^.resent  century.  The 
names  of  the  following  ministers  are  given  a.s 
those  of  the  different  pastors  of  this  church  : 

The  Rev.  Stephen  Olmsteafl,  1797-lS.i:.' :  the  Rev. 
C.  C.  William.^.  1H.«-Is:u  ;  the  Rev.  D.  Ford.  !s3l- 
;  the  Kev.  J.  D.  Ko^t-r.-^,  four  years ;  the  Rov. 
W.  Harris,  six  years;  the  Rev.  A.  Milne,  ]sJi;-1n-.1  ; 
the  Rev.  P.  V.  .><amier?on,  two  years;  thv  Rev.  W. 
W.  .Vll.'n,  two  years  ;  tlie  Rev.  D.  Robinson,  is^v"- 
1<<K);  the  Rev.  II.  M.  Jones,  two  years  ;  the  Rev.  (J. 
W.  Demers  :  the  Rev.  T-ewis  .«^el!eck.  lH^)-fbTO;  the 
Rev.  T.  II.  Greene.  1870  to  present  time. 

The  number  of  the  pr.'s.  nt  membership  IsS;^?. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CUUUCH  .VT  CASTLE- 
TO  S. 

This  society  wa-s  organized  in  LSX)  through 
the  missionary  labors  (;f  the  Rev.  Joshua  Poor, 
lu  l8-j8  the  first  ehurch  edilicc  was  erected  on 
lot  Xo.  81  Main  street,  at  a  cost  of  *.'>,00<i.  hav- 
ing a  seatim?  rapacity  for  alxmt  :m  person--. 
It  was  remodeled  in  ls.*»s  and  .  nlarjfed  in  l^r.». 
Tlie  present  membership  of  the  church  em- 
braces HIO  persons,  and  the  Sunday  school 
about  2<MJ.  In  the  order  of  time  the  following 
ministers  l-avo  served  this  congregation  : 
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The  Revs.  Joshim  Poor.  Piiilctus  (Jreon.  Dillon 
Stevens,  C.  R.  Morris.  C.  Barber,  W.  W.  Piorce,  A. 
A.  Farr,  H.  B.  Knii,'ht,  A.  A.  Farr;in  mi  tliechar^'c 
iiavins:  bicome  a  separate  station,  the  Kevs.  K. 
Wcscott,  J.  W.  BelkiKii).  K.  H.  Foster.  S.  H.  Han- 
cock, D.  W.  Dayton,  J.  L.  Cook,  A.  Heath,  H.  War- 
ner, B.  Isbell,  Homer  Eaton,  R.  Wescott,  Truman 
r>eymour,  E.  Goss,  J.  Pe--.  Selah  W.  Bro'<\'n,  An- 
drew McGilton,  B.  F.  Livingston,  Edward  E.  Tay- 
lor, J.  G.  Goodin?,  and  the  present  castor,  the 
Ilev.  E.  A.  Blanchard. 

THE    REFORMED    PROTESTANT    DUTCU  CHUKCH 
OF  CASTLETOX. 

This  church  was  organized  iu  1853.  The 
house  of  wor.ship  was  erected  in  1852.  The  fol- 
lowing pastors  have  been  connected  with  the 
ministrations  of  this  church.  The  Rev.  E.  P. 
Stimpson  was  called  the  year  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  body ;  the  Rev.  Edgar  L.  ilerinance 
from  1861-  869,  and  the  Rev.  George  A.  Mills, 
the  present  pastor,  began  his  labors  in  1870. 

THE  EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN  CHURCH  OF  EAST 
SCHODACK. 

The  congregation  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
church  of  East  Schodack  was  organized  'Sla.y 
15,  1842.  A  house  of  worship  was  erected  in 
18-14.  A  new  edifice  was  built  in  1872.  The 
pastors  of  this  church  have  been  the  following  : 

The  Rev.  H.  L.  Dox,  1842-1850  ;  the  Rev.  N.  Van 
Alstyne,  1850-18G0 ;  the  Rev.  M.  W.  Empie,  IStU  ; 
the  Rev.  J.  Kling,  and  the  present  pastor,  the  Rev. 
C.  L.  Barringer. 

RAILROADS. 

The  Castleton  and  West  Stockbridge  railroad 
company  was  incorporated  May  5,  18^34.  The 
act  provided  for  the  construction  of  single  or 
double  railroad  from  any  part  of  the  village  of 
Castleton  to  the  state  line  near  the  •sillagc  of 
West  Stockbridge,  in  the  state  of  Massachu- 
setts.'' The  follo>ving  persons  were  named  as 
incorporators : 

Jeremiah  Gacre,  James  L.  Hogeboom.  Abiel 
Buckman,  John  E.  Stf^arns,  John  I.  Schermerhom, 
*'  Jacob  A.  Ten  Eyck,  Sylvester  Van  Valkcnburgh, 
Edward  Door,  jr.,  Joseph  Colman.  Ebenezor 
Crocker,  Peter  Grote,  William  Cevill,  James  Hoge- 
boom,  and  their  associates. 

This  company  was  changed  ^fay  5,  18G0,  to 
that  of  the  Albany  and  West  Stockbrid^'c  rail- 
road coraitany.  The  road  iK-ing  constructed,  it 
was  opened  from  Grcenbnsh  to  Chatham,  I)e- 
cemlxT  21,  18-U,  and  as  far  as  to  the  sUite  line 
on  the  12th  of  September,  1.^2.  It  was  leased 
to  the  Western  (Mass.)  rai.road  company  Xo- 
vcinlxT  IS.  1S41,  iot  tlie  p*>riud  of  years  statt  d 
in  its  eharier.  Tiiis  road  was  con.soliilated  with 
the  Hudson  and  Boston  railroad,  exftnding 
rrt)m  Hudson  to  Chatham  Four  Corners,  and 


I  with  the  road  to  Boston,  known  a.s  the  Boston 
I  and  Albany  railroad.    The  artieles  w«-re  ai^Trcl 
j  to,  November  2. 1870,  and  tiled  January.  1'571. 
The    Hudson    river   railroad    which  rniH 
throuch  the  western  part  «;f  the  town  of  Sdio- 
dack  was  organized  May  12,  1846,  and  ^as 
opened  from  Albany  to  Hudson  June  16.  is.*)], 
and  to  New  York,  October  1,  1K,51.    This  roa.l 
was  consolidated  with  the  New  York  Central 
railroad,  forming  the  New  York  Central  and 
Hud.son  river  railroad,  by  articles  filed  Novem- 
ber 1,  186'J. 

CASTLETON. 

The  villatrc  of  Castleton,  situated  on  the  east 
bank  of  the  Hudson  river,  is  eight  miles  south 
of  Greenbu.sh,  and  is  a  station  of  the  Hud.-r>n 
river  railroad.  It  was  incorporated  in  thr  y^ar 
1827.  There  are  at  present  about  2<><)  buildings 
in  the  village,  amom;  which  are  the  Reform-d 
Protestant  Dutch  church,  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church,  a  school-house  and  two  hotels. 
The  Castleton  cemetery  association  was  incor- 
porated October  5,  IS."),  and  owns  a  plot  of 
ground  east  of  the  village  of  6  acres,  whieh  are 
attractively  laid  out  into  drives,  walks  and 
burial  lots. 

The  national  bank  of  Castleton  was  organ- 
ized with  a  capital  of  fl(K),000,  January  25, 
1.S65.  Its  tirst  oflieers  were  :  President,  Joel  I). 
Smith  ;  directors,  Joel  D.  Smith,  J.  V.  D.  Wit- 
beck,  x\ndrew  Harder,  Castle  W.  Herrick,  Ed- 
win H.  Griftith,  Frederick  H.  Hastings  and 
Russell  Downer,  The  present  ofTjcers  of  this 
banking  institution  are  :  President,  Joel  Smith  ; 
directors,  Andrew  Harder,  Joel  Smith,  Abel 
Merchant,  T.  B.  Simmons,  G.  Van  Voorhis.  S. 
D.  Campbell,  F.  P.  Harder  and  J.  R.  Downer. 

The  Frank  P.  Harder  engine  company  was  or- 
ganized in  1871,  and  possesses  an  excellent 
steam  tire  engine. 

The  order  of  F.  and  A.  Masons  is  represented 
in  the  villa t,'e  by  Sunnyside  lodue.  No.  731, 
which  was  or.^'anized  in  1872.  The  village  has  a 
population  of  about  IHXJ. 

SCnODACK  LANDINO. 

This  village  is  opposite  Schodack  island,  and 
is  miles  south  of  Castleton.  It  is  a  station 
of  the  Huilson  River  railroad  and  contains  al>out 
70  buildinirs,  among  whieh  are  the  Hefc^rmci 
chureh,  an  academy  built  in  1844,  aschoolhouse 
and  two  hotels.    Tlie  population  is  about  'C^'jO. 

SCUODACK  DEPOT. 

The  handet,  which  h«is  a.ssumcd  this  name,  Ls 
situated  about  the  centre  of  the  town  and  is  a 
station  of  the  Bo-^ton  and  Albany  railroad.  It 
contains  about  :M)  buildings  and  a  puimlation 
of  100. 
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SOUTH  SCHOD.VCK. 

South  Schodaok  is  south  of  Schodiick  drpf)t. 
the  Boston  and  Albany  railroad.    There  are 
about  ir>  buildings  in  the  immediate  vieinity  of 
the  station.    As  the  places  already  mentioned, 
It  has  also  a  postoSice. 

EAST  SCnODACK, 

Eiist  Schodack,  frequently  called  Scott's  Cor- 
ners, is  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  tOAvn, 
und  contains  about  30  houses,  anion:?  which  is 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  church.  The  place 
Ux)k  the  designation  of  Scott's  Corners  from  a 
hotel  which  was  kept  here  quite  early  by  a  man 
named  Scott.  It  has  also  a  postoffice.  Scho- 
dack lodge  No.  87,  F.  and  A.  Masons,  holds  its 
meetings  here. 

SCHODACK  CENTER. 

Schodack  Center  is  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  town,  and  embraces  about  a  half  dozen 
buildings.  A  postoffice  was  established  here 
about  1840.   It  has  also  a  hotel. 


MIITZFSKII.L. 

This  hninlet  is  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
town,  on  a  small  crerk  known  as  Muilzi  s  kill. 
It  contains  about  ;u)  buildings,  amomr  whi.  h 
are  the  Krform.-d  Protestant  Dutch  church,  a 
woolen  mill,  a  .st»>re.  a  hotel,  and  a  school 
house.  A  numl)erof  years  aero  a  postoflQce  was 
established  here. 

Masten's  Corners  is  two  miles  south  of  Cas- 
tleton,  and  Clark's  Corners  and  the  Bapli.-^t 
Neighborhood  are  in  the  nortlw.'astem  part  of 
the  town,  wIk  re  is  the  site  of  the  old  Bapti-st 
church. 
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The  unoccupied  condition  of  the  vast  terri- 
tory north  of  Albany,  -vsithin  the  province  of 
New  York,  no  doubt  induced  the  English  cov- 
ernment  to  convey  by  letters  patent  in  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  large 
tracts  of  this  land  for  small  considerations  to 
different  individuals  and  associated  persons. 
To  have  this  wooded  ^^ilderness  occupied  by 
a  class  of  frugal,  indusrtrious  people  v.ould 
not  only  give  greater  prosperity  to  the 
new  country,  but  such  frontier  farms  would 
also  of  themselves  be  a  protective  erirdlc  of 
safety  to  the  growing  settlements  southward 
along  the  Hudson.  There  may  have  been  some 
personal  favoritism  in  this  method  of  convey- 
ance, but  as  there  was  such  an  immense  tract 
of  unsettled  land  to  be  disposed  of,  the  question 
of  partiality  did  not  likely  form  the  subject  of 
any  special  comment  or  criticism  at  the  time  | 
the  letters  patent  were  obtained,  as  had  been  the  | 
case  when  Kiliaen  Van  Rensselaer  aequin^d  his  I 
patroonship  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck. 

THE  HOOSICK  PATEN'T. 

This  grant  of  an  extensive  tract   of  land 

was  recorded  for  Maria  Van  Ken.sselaer  and  her  j 

associates,  July  28,  ICSS.    It  reads  :  | 

ThomLW  Dongan  Capt.  Genii  it  Cuveriior  in  I 

Cheife  in  and  over  the  Province  of  New  Yorke  ^ 

and  Territoryes  Di-pemiinu'  thereon  m  Amerit  a  i 

under  his  nu.st  Sacred  Maj«  ity  J:inu-s  the  second  i 

by  the  (Jnice  of  God  Kin;:  <'f  Kn^'land  Scotland  , 
ffranee  &  Irehm-l  Defender  of  the  faith       :  To 
all  whom  these  Presents  bhall  Come  Sendeth 


Greeting  Whereas  IMaria  Van  Ranslear  of 
Renslerswyck  in  the  County  of  Albany 
widdow,  Hendrick  Van  Nesse  of  the  same 
place  Y'eoman,  Gerritt  Tunissen  of  Katts- 
kill  in  the  same  eounty  Yeoman,  and  Jacdbur' 
Van  Cortland  of  tlie  Citty  of  New  Yorke  Marchant 
by  Virtue  of  ray  Lycence  Consent  and  approbaeon 
have  Purchased  of  and  from  the  Indyans  Natural! 
owners  and  Possessors  of  the  same  all  that  Tra<  t 
of  Land  with  itts  appurtennces  Scituate  Lyein;;  J: 
beinf:  above  Albany  on  both  sides  of  a  Cerlaine 
Creek  Called  Ho<sick  betrinin^  att  the  Bounds  of 
Schackoock  and  from  thence  extending  to  the 
?aid  Creeke  to  a  Certaine  flail  Called  Queijuick 
aud  from  tiie  saiil  ffall  upwards  alon-,'  ttie  Creek 
to  a  Certaine  Place  Called  Nachawickquaak  beitisr 
in  Breadth  on  each  side  of  the  said  Creek  two 
English  Miles  that  is  to  say  two  English  .Miles  on 
the  one  side  of  the  said  Creek  and  two  English 
llileson  the  other  side  of  the  said  Creek  the  wh<'Ie 
breadth  beinjr  fouer  Lnjflish  Miles,  and  is  In  lenj:th 
from  the  bounds  off  Sehackoock  aforesaid  to  the 
said  I'lace  called  Nachawickquaak  ;  •  •  •  • 
ItayiiiLT  therefor..'  unto  his  said  Matie.  his  Heirs  and 
Successors  yearly,  and  every  y«.are.  the  quantity 
of  ten  bushells  of  ;:ood  sweett  marchantable  Win- 
ter Wheat,  to  be  Delivered  att  the  Citty  of  Alljany 
unto  sueh  olheer  or  officers  as  shall  from  time  to 
time  be  Erapowred  to  Receive  the  same  as  a  i^uitt 
It<?nt. 

The  patent  Is  dated  the  "  Seccmd  Day  of 
June  in  the  fourth  Yeare  of  his  Matis  Reiime 
and  in  the  Yeare  our  Lord.  Ui^b." 

This  territory  extende«l  along  both  sides  of 
tlie  Hoosick  river,  bi  im,'  the  middle  p(»rtioD  of 
the  present  to^NH  of  lloositk,  fctrctchinij  from 
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ih-  north  bounds  to  the  southern  limits  of  the 

THE  WALLOOMSAC  PATENT. 

This  couvcyance  of  l-2,m)  acres  of  land  be-  j 
.r:ii.-^  as  follows  : 

lieorge  the  Second,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  | 
<.rfat  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  Kln;x,  Defender 
.  f  the  Faith,  &c.  To  all  to  whom  these  prei^ents 
. hall  come  Greeting:  Whereas  our  lovin<,' subjects, 
('..melius  Van  Ness,  John  Lindesay,  Gerrardus 
>ru>Tesant.  Stephen  Rensselaer,  Charles  Williams 
and  ffrederick  Morris  by  their  humble  [petitions] 
5  .-('sented  on  the  twenty-tlfth  day  of  Auirust  in  the 
Vear  Seventeen  hundred  and  thirty-two  To 
William  Cosby,  Esq'r,  our  Late  Governor  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  our  Pro\ince  of 
New  York,  &c..  In  Council  Have  Set  forth 
that  the  Native  Indians  and  Proprietors 
of  Certain  Lands  in  the  County  of  Albany 
had  by  their  Deed  under  their  Hands  and 
S<-als  bearing  Date  the  twenty-eight  day  of  Jan- 
uary, in  the  Year  Seventeen  hundred  and  tliirty- 
une  Granted  and  Keleased  unto  us  all  that  Certain 
Tmct  or  Parcel  of  Land  Contaiuin?  twelve  thou- 
^.■nd  acres  of  land.  etc.  *  *  *  Whereas  James 
Do  Lancey.  Esqr.,  our  Chief  Justice  of  our  >aid 
Province  and  Edward  Collins  Gent  by  their  hum- 
ble Petu,  presented  to  our  trusty  and  welbeloved 
George  Clarke,  Esqr.,  now  our  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor and  Commander  in  Chief  of  our  said  Prov- 
hice.  &c.  In  Council  on  the  Seventeenth  day  of 
May  Inst,  have  set  forth  that  in  the  said  Petition 
which  was  presented  as  aforesaid  to  our  said  late 
Governor  the  Name  of  John  Lindesay  was  made 
use  of  therein  in  Trust  for  the  said  James  De 
Liineey  and  the  Name  of  Cornelius  Van  Ness  in 
Trust  for  the  said  Edward  Collins. 

In  accordance  with  this  petition  the  sjant  was 
made  to  "Edward  Collins,  James  De  Lancey, 
Grrardus  Stuyvesaut,  Stephen  Rensselaer, 
(  harles  Williams  and  FredericK  Morris,"  con- 
veying to  them 

AH  that  Certain  Tract  or  Parcel  of  Land  Called 
Wallumschaek  scituate  lying  and  being  in  the  j 
lounty  of  Albany  to  the  Eastward  of  a  Place 
«  iiikd  Iloseck,  beginning  at  a  Certam  marked 
Trre  which  is  117  chains  distant  from  the  late 
Uw.,-lliiit:  House  of  Garret  Cornelius  Van  Ness, 
i!J.  a.»nred  on  a  Line  Running  South  T.V  east  from 

e  S:>utheast  Corner  of  the  said  House  to  the  | 
M'd  Tree  and  running  from  the  said  marked  Tree 
North  3()*'  West  W  Chains  and  40  links  then 
N-rth40°  15'  East  chains  then  Nortli  77°  East 
*i  chains  then  South  •dl"  4"/  East  tiiH  chains  then 
^  uih  OJj  'West     ehuins  then  North  44°  :k>'  West  I.'k) 

*  uain^i  then  North  75'  west  109  Chains  then  North 

West  146  Chains  then  Soutii  Gtt°-\Vest  17:J  Chiuns 
-n-i  thtn  North  4'' Wi,' St  7tJ  Chains  to  the  place 

•  re  this  Tract  of  Land  first  began  Containing  : 
■ -^'  Ive  thousand  acres  of  Land  :ind  the  n-^ual  al- 

•V  mce  for  Highways.    *    *  * 
iti  this  patent,  "all  Trees  t)f  the  Diameter  of  | 
■•*\<nty-four  Inches  and  upwards  at  twelve 
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Inches  from  the  (iround  "  were  excepted  "for 
Masts  for  our  Royal  Navy,  and  also  uU  such 
other  Trees  as  may  be  lit  to  make  planks. 
Knees  and  other  thinj^s  Necessary  for  the  us»* 
ot  our  Said  Navy  only,  which  n(jw  are  Standing 
Growing  and  being  or  at  any  time  hereafter 
shall  be  Standing  Growing,  or  Ix-ing  in  or  ui^m 
the  above  Granted  Lands  or  any  part  thereof." 
♦  *  "The  Yearly  I'.mt  of  two  shdlings  ai;d 
six  pence  for  each  hundred  acres  of  the  above 
Granted  Lands  "  was  to  be  paid  at  the  custom 
house  in  the  city  of  New  York,  on  Latly  Day, 
the  annunciation  of  the  blessed  virgin  .Mary. 

The  patent  is  dated  the  15th  of  June,  in  the 
thirteenth  year  of  George  II. 's  reign,  and  in  the 
year  1739.  The  tract  of  laud  given  by  this 
patent  lies  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  town 
of  Hoosick. 

THE  SCHNETDER  PATENT. 

The  patent  granted  to  Ilendrick  Schneyder, 
John  Wcttek,  Ilendrick  Lake,  John  Johnson, 
Garret  Williamson,  Nathaniel  Archerly,  Benja- 
min Abbot,  Vv'iiliam  Taylor  and  Martinus  Voor- 
heis,  all  of  the  province  of  New  Jersey,  and 
Daniel  Ilallenbeck  of  the  city  of  Albany,  em- 
braced : 

All  that  certain  Tract  or  parcell  of  land  situate 
lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  Albany  on  the 
East  side  of  Hudson's  river,  Beginnioff  at  the 
Southwest  corner  of  a  Tract  of  land  granted  to 
Cornelius  Van  Ness  and  others,  known  by  the  n.ime 
of  Wallumschack  and  runs  thence  S.>uth  l-i" 
east  218  chains  to  another  comer  of  tlie 
aforesaid  tract  called  Wallumschaek.  ♦hen 
along  the  South  bounds  of  the  lost  mentionetl 
Tract,  south  75°  east  120  chains,  and  South  4;'  i  ' 
east  IfK)  chains,  then  south  241  chains  to  the  nwriii 
bounds  of  the  Manor  of  RensselaerwycK,  then 
along  the  said  North  B'^un<ls  of  the  siiid  Ma'ior 
west  42  chains,  then  north  S.')"  west  vy>  chuiii"'. 
then  west  to  the  east  bomids  of  a  tract  of  Land 
granted  to  Maria  \'an  Renselaer,  Ilendrick  Van 
Ness  and  others  eonmionly  called  and  known  by 
the  name  of  Ih^.-eek,  and  then  alon;r  the  said  east 
bounds  of  the  said  tract  called  Hoseek  to  the  place 
where  this  tract  tirst  began  contaiiun;r  lO.iXJO  acres 
of  land  and  the  usual  allowance  for  highways. 

Two  shillings  and  six  i>ence  sterling  were  to 
be  paid  yearly  at  the  eu.-toi:»  hou.sc  ui  the  city 
of  New  York,  on  Lady  day,  for  each  and  e\ery 
hundred  acres  ot  the  above  L'ranied  land.  The 
patent  is  dated  March  -'4,  ITtl-. 

TUE  FIK^T  SETTLEKS. 

Among  the  early  sotth  rs  of  the  territory  now 
end)raced  in  the  town  of  lloosick  were  Hendri<  k 
Van  Ness,  Abraham  Fort,  Lewis  and  P«  t.  r 
\  iele,  Adam  \  roomaii.  John  Van  Hu>kirk. 
Walter  \  an  Vechten,  Jacob  Oudekirk,  Daniel 
Bradt,  Reykert  Bovie,  Jan  Ouihout. 
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The  farms  of  these  intrepid  pion^  rrs  of  the 
Iloosick  valley  wore  mostly  adiact-nt  the 
Hoosick  river.  As  was  common  to  frontier  life 
in  North  America  at  this  early  period  of  its  his- 
tory, the  constantly  occurrincr  santriiinary 
struggles  between  the  English  and  French  i:oy- 
ernments  brought  very  frequent  distresses  to 
these  forest  homes  in  the  K^reat  wilderness 
north  of  Albany.  When  the  English  ministry  in 
the  spring  of  1745  ordered  Gov.  Clinton  of  the 
province  of  New  York  to  make  immediate  pre- 
parations for  carrving  on  an  otTensive  war 
against  the  French  and  their  Indian  allies,  great 
alarm  at  once  began  to  prevail  among  the  fron- 
tier settlers  of  the  pro\ince.  The  wary  and 
sudden  attacks  from  the  hostile  Indians  asso- 
ciated with  the  French,  made  life  in  these  ex- 
posed positions  almost  a  burden  to  the  Dutch 
farmers,  whose  minds  were  more  intent  on  the 
cultivation  of  the  land  on  which  they  had  re- 
cently built  log  houses  for  their  families  than 
on'the  bloody  strife  which  brought  so  much  dis- 
tress and  loss  to  them.  Col.  Schuyler  and 
Major  Collins,  who  commanded  a  body  of  sol- 
diers at  Saratoga,  now  Schuyler ville,  were  com- 
pelled to  abandon  the  construction  of  six  block 
houses  which  they  were  building  as  places 
of  protection  for  the  settlers  against  the 
sudden  attacks  of  the  Indians.  When  the 
calamitous  visitation  came  upon  the  peaceful 
settlers  those  who  escaped  massacre  fled  south- 
ward to  the  older  settlements.  It  is  said  that 
even  Kinderhook,  Claverack  and  Poucchkeepsie, 
although  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson  were 
not  exempt  from  danger.  A  vast  forest  ex- 
tended from  Kinderhook  to  Canada,  and  the 
settlement  of  Hoosick  was  made  in  a  part  of  it. 

In  1747  four  companies  of  soldiers  were  post- 
ed at  Halfmoon,  two  at  Schaghticoke  and  three 
at  old  Saratoga,  now  Schuylerville.  The  main 
force  was  stationed  at  Alb.my.  In  October, 
1747,  peace  was  concluded  between  Great 
Britain  and  France,  and  the  dispersed  farmers 
shortly  afterwards  returned  to  their  abandoned 
farms. 

TUE  TBLBULATIONS  OF  THE  SETTLEKS  IN  1754. 

As  will  appear  from  the  followintr  coitc- 
spondenee  tl)e  early  settlers  were  a-'Sdin  mo- 
lested, and  were  a  st^.ond  t  me  compelled  to 
flee  from  their  farms  on  account  of  the  inva- 
sions of  the  province  by  the  French  and  their 
hired  savaces. 

In  a  letter  to  the  English  lords  of  trade,  Li<-ut.- 
(Jov.  De  Liincey  WTites  as  follows  on  October 
1754: 

On  thu  Jj^th  Au-ust  a  Party  of  FreKeli  Imlia-n 
said  to  be  of  Bekaneourt,  a  i-lace  btlweiMi  t^iK  li.'c 
and  Montreal  uuido  an  iucun?ion  into  this  Prov'ee 


I  an<l  burnt  the  houses  and  Barns  TmII  of  trruin  ai 
I  HosecU.  a  plac-e  lyiiii;  about  10  or  :.tJniil.s  l-liiatfrMiu 
j  lliut  pail  ot  Hud.'uii  »  Kivcr.  wliicli  \h  10  M:!.  ^ 
above  Albany;  ihvy  carried  olT  witli  tht-tn  t!i. 
few  remaining  Imliaiis  of  .Seaelitacook,  bciui,'  b. 
tween  iifty  and  sixty  in  Number,  Men.  Wonu  ii  ai..l 
Children  ;  these  liafl  a  little  before,  when  I  was 
at  Albany,  assured  mo  of  their  fidelity.  Th- 
Indians  who  did  this  mischief  live  anions  il;.- 
French,  and  are  entirely  under  the  direction  of  th" 
General  of  C  anada,  so  that  there  Is  no  room  to 
doubt  of  tiieir  beiuir  eneouratied  to  liiis  barbarity 
by  him,  espeeially  as  tlie  French  oflieer  at  ( 't•ov^  u 
j  Point  furnished  them  and  the  Seaehlaeook  lu- 
dians,  whom  they  had  drawn  fnmi  this  province, 
with  a  vessel  to  carry  them  back  to  Canada  across 
the  Lake  Charaplain. 

In  another  letter  addressed  to  the  same  per- 
sons, dated  New  Yovk,  Octob.T  21,  1754,  he 
remarks  he  had  omitted  to  say  in  hi.s  letter  of 
the  Sth  what  steps  he  had  taken  since  the  in- 
cursions of  the  French  Indians  into  the  prov- 
ince :  *'  I  immediately  ordered  the  city  of  Al- 
bany to  be  inclosed  with  Stockadoes  in  the 
places  where  wanting,  the  Blockhouses  to  l>c 
repaired,  two  hundred  Men  of  each  Keqiment 
of  Militia  of  the  adjoining  counties  to  Ix'  held 
in  readiness  to  march,  and  the  whole  Regiment 
in  case  of  need,  to  the  assistance  of  Albany. 
I  I  sent  the  independent  Company  posted  in  Fort 
j  George  in  this  City  to  Albany,  detaining  a  ser- 
I  jeant  and  the  Invalids  to  do  the  Fort  duty  ; 
I  and  had  also  directed  a  fort  to  be  built  at  a 
I  Pass  on  the  Hudson  Kiver  a>X)at  forty  miN-s 
j  above  Albany,  but  no  workmen  would  under- 
j  take  it  on  the  credit  of  the  Governt." 

I  BAKBAKITIES  COKNIVED  BY  TUE  ERENCH, 

i  The  reprehensible  conduct  of  the  French  in 
I  instigating  the  Indians  to  invade  the  peaceful 
!  Hoosick  valley,  and  there  murder  and  lead  iuto 
captivity  so  many  innocent  people,  was  thus 
I  censured  by  Lieut.  Gov.  De  Lancey,  in  a  letter 
i  to  the  governor  of  Canada,  dated  New  York, 
i  October  10,  1754: 

j     I  have  received  accounts  from  Albany  that  sev- 
eral of  the  Indiana  of  the  Orondaeks  and  other 
I  Tribes  domieiled  within  you  eovrmt,  and  as  I 
I  have  been  well  iiift>rnie(l  entirely  in  your  direetlon. 
!   have  lately  made  ineurslous  into  this  and  the 
j  Neiirhboring  provinces  and  have  burnt  and  do- 
j  stroyed  the  Houses  and  Barns  of  th.-  Poor  Farmers 
{  livinj:  at  and  near  Ho-teck  within  my  covemt : 
j  this,  in  a  time  of  profound  peace  between  His 
Britaniek  and  Most  Christian  Majesty,  is  a  prac- 
tice  so   Barbarous   as    I    think   Is   not  war- 
ranted by  any  orders,  and  I  i.er>uade  niy-clf 
will  not  be  ai-pioved  of  by  the  Most  Christian 
Kin^' ;  and  I  would  willimcly  tlatter  myself,  couM 
n.it  lKi%e  In  cn  tl"nc  by  the  encoura;<cuient  of  a 
pt  rson  of  your  Kxcell's  Kank  and  Character,  and 
yet  you  will  i-ermitt  me  to  say,  it  Is  with  diiliculty 
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I  can  conceive,  that  tho-e  Indians  wouldhave  at- 
Urnptod  this  piece  of  cnielty  without  your  privity 
»nd  connivance  since  th.-«-:e  Indians  livj/ainon^  the 
Trench  and  are  wnder  y,.ur  direction,  vhat  arlds  i 
to  the  difficulty  is,  that  I  am  t-dd  the  c<iinmand1nK 
officer  at  Fort  St.  Frederick  furnished  tl;cse  Indi- 
an-^and  those  of  Scachtacook  whom  they  had  taken 
with  them  with  a  vessel  to  carry  them  back  to 
Canada.  I  am  in  duty  bound  to  lay  these  thing's 
before  the  Kinfr  my  Master. 

Speaking  of  the  defenselessne.ss  of  the  north- 
ern part  of  the  province,  the  lieutenant  governor 
thus  writes  to  Sir  Thomas  Robinson,  dated 
New  York,  December  15,  1754 : 

I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  b<.-fore  you  the  defense- 
let's  state  of  the  northern  frontiers  of  this  province, 
and  to  point  out  some  measures  which  seem  to  me 
of  general  utility.  From  Albany  northwards  to- 
wards Canada  there  is  no  fort ;  we  had  one  before 
and  In  the  late  war  at  a  place  on  Hudson's  river 
called  Sarajrhtogo  (Schuyler^ille).  about  M  miles 
above  Albany,  which  was  abandoned  and  de- 
stroyed, so  that  the  country  lies  entirely  open. 

He  then  proposes  that  forts  should  be  built : 
"one  at  Wood  creek  and  one  on  the  south  end 
of  I^ke  St.  Sacrament ;  the  waters  of  th's  creek 
and  lake  pa.ss  Crown  Point  and  fall  into  the  I.^ke 
Champlain,  and  so  into  the  river  St.  LaA\Tence, 
and  make  the  common  passa^  between  this 
country  and  Montreal,  and  from  this  creek  and 
lake  the  French  and  their  Indians  can  and  do 
enter  this  proyincc,  Massachusetts  bay  and  New 
Hampshire." 

For  a  number  of  years  the  successive  terrors 
of  Indian  and  French  animosities  deterred  now 
settlers  from  making  any  further  efTorts  to  oc- 
cupy the  territory  of  the  Hoosick  valley.  But 
in  time  treaties  of  peace  were  made  and  emi- 
Rnvnts  began  to  seek  homes  along  the  Hoosick 
and  its  tributary  streams. 

ST.  CROIX. 

It  is  believed  that  the  French  in  their  various 
Incursions  into  the  Hoosick  valley  bad  given  to 
the  small  settlement  in  the  vicinity  of  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Walloom^ac  with  the  Ho«sick 
river  the  name  of  St.  Croix.  The  former  stream 
is  often  designated  as  the  St.  Coic  or  Walloom- 
H'oic  river.  There  seems  to  have  been  a  very 
careless  way  of  writing  the  name  of  the  place, 
for  often  it  appears  as  Sancoik,  St.  Coych.  San- 
coick,  St.  Hoick,  Sancoix  and  Saintcoix.  The 
hamlet  before  the  dork  days  of  the  revolu- 
tionary war  is  said  to  have  contained  a  grist 
mill,  saw  mill,  a  pot  ashery,  a  taveni,  a  nu^-t- 
in!<  house  and  a  numU-r  of  farm  houses. 

TUE  IIOOSK  K  DISTKICT. 

Hy  "an  act  to  divide  the  counties  of  Albany 
and  Tr>on  into  districts,"  pa.ssed  March  'li,  I 


1772,  the  Hoosick  district  was  erected.  Ii.s 
boundaries  were  the  following  : 

That  all  tliat.  part  of  tlic  said  county  of  .\lbany 
whicli  lays  to  the  nortiiwurd  of  UtMHsduei  wyck 
district  to  the  southward  of  the  "aifl  line  from  the 
mouth  of  Lewis's  crc.  k  or  kill,  continued  t<>  tl:c 
west  bounds  of  the  county  of  rund>erland  to  the 
eastward  of  Schactekokc  district  and  to  t'le 
westward  of  the  county  of  Cumbcrhind,  shall  be 
one  separate  ami  distinct  <li^trict,  and  bo  hence- 
forth called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Hooskk 
district. 

TUK  INVASION  OF  BI  RGOTNE. 

When  in  the  summer  of  1777  (Jen.  Burgoyne 
was  making  almost  an  unopi)o«ed  inva.sion  of 
the  northern  part  of  New  York  from  Canada, 
the  peoido  of  the  Hoosick  valh  y  were  gT»  atlv 
alarmed  by  the  reports  of  the  barbarous  cruel- 
ties of  the  Indians  which  the  British  com- 
mander had  sent  forwanl  as  a  band  of  terror  to 
the  rebellious  people.  In  the  vicinity  of  Kort 
Edward  he  dispatched  Col.  Frederick  Baum  on 
a  "  secret  expedition  to  the  Connecticut  river." 
having  been  informed  that  the  Americans  had 
gathered  together  there  "a  considerable  dej)ot 
of  cattle,  cows,  horses  and  wheel  carriages, 
most  of  which  were  driven  across  the  Connecti- 
cut river  from  the  provinces  of  New  England  ; 
and,  as  it  was  understood  to  be  guarded  by  a 
party  of  militia  only,  an  attempt  to  surpri'^e 
it  seemed  by  no  means  uniustitiable."  He  re- 
ceived of  Bur?o}Tie  instructions  on  Aujrust  '.>Th. 
that  he  was  "to  try  tlw;  atlections  of  the 
country;  to  disconcert  the  councils  of  the 
enemy;  to  mount  the  Riedesers  dni goons  ;  to 
comidete  Petcrs's  corps  ;  and  to  obtain  hwxo 
sui)plics  of  cattle,  horses  and  carriaces."  Hav- 
ing performed  these  and  other  thiners  men- 
tioned in  the  instructions  he  was  then,  in  onler 
to  form  a  junction  with  the  main  army  oi  Bur- 
goyne,  to  proceed  expeditiously  with  his  force 
"  by  the  great  road  to  Albany."  Col.  Baum  dis- 
parted on  this  mission  with  about  .500  Ilcs.^ian 
mercenaries,  Canadians,  torics  and  Indian.s  aiul 
two  cannon.  Col.  PhiUp  Skene  act^ompanict 
Col.  Baum  for  the  purpose  of  advi.sini;  him 
"upon  all  matters  of  intelliLrence."  On  the 
14th  of  Auirust,  Baum  reached  the  little  ."ctth-- 
m;  nt  at  Sancoik.  Here,  in  a  mist  mill,  on 
Little  White  creek,  a  small  stream  emptyim; 
into  the  Walloomsac,  he  wrote  a  h-tter  to  lUir- 
goyne  regarding  his  process  : 

Sancoik,  nth  August,  1777.  a  o'clock— .^Vr.-  I 
have  the  honor  to  Infxrin  your  excellency  that  I 
arrived  here  atei::ht  in  tl:e  nvirnint:.  havinc  had  in- 
tell!;rence  of  a  party  of  tin-  <  neniy  beinjc  in  p<e-.e^- 
sion  »)f  a  mill,  wliich  they  abandoned  at  our 
pn>ach,  but,  in  their  u>ual  way.  fired  frotii  tli'* 
buslics  and  took  their  ro:id  to  Bennington.  .\  -ar- 
ago  was  slightly  wounded  ;  they  broke  down  the 
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bridge,  which  has  retarded  our  iiuucli  over  an 
hour;  they  left  in  the  mill  about  TM  barn-l-^  of  very- 
fine  flour,  l,i)i>iJ  bujiiieLs  of  wheal,  barrels  ui  salt, 
and  about  worth  of  pearlahb  and  pota>li.  I 

have  ordered  ;W  provincials  and  an  oili<'(>r  to  puard 
the  proviji'ons  and  the  pass  of  tlie  bridire.  P.y  tive 
prisoners  taken  here,  they  ai:ree  that  frotn  l,.")Oi)  to 
1,800  are  at  Bemiintrton,  but  are  supposed  to  leave 
it  on  our  approach.  I  will  proceed  so  far  to-day  as 
to  fall  on  the  enemy  early  to-morrow,  and  make 
such  dispositions  as  1  maythiulc  necessary  from 
the  intelligence  I  my  receive.  People  are  tlockinif 
in  hourly,  but  want  to  be  armed.  The  savages 
cannot  be  controlled,  tliey  ruin  and  take  every- 
thing they  please.  I  am  your  excellency's  most 
bumble  servant,  F.  B.vum. 

P.  S.— Beg  your  excellency  to  pardon  the  hurry 
of  this  letter,  as  it  is  written  upon  the  Iiead  of  a 
barrel. 

The  mill  in  which  this  letter  was  written  is 
6till  standing,  it  is  said,  and  that  on  one  of  the 
timbers  of  the  structure  there  is  to  be  seen  the 
inscription  "A.  D.  1770,"  the  supposed  date  of 
the  erection  of  the  building. 

THE  BATTLE  OF  W.\iLOOMSAC. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  of  August,  Baum 
"bivouacked  at  the  farm  of  Walmscott,  about 
four  miles  from  Saucoick,  and  three  from  Ben- 
nington." On  the  15th  there  was  "a  perfect 
hurricane  of  wind,"  and  a  great  fall  of  rain. 
During  the  day  the  skirmishers  of  the  provin- 
cial militia  tmder  Gen.  John  Stark  several  times 
drew  the  fire  of  the  British  pickets.  Mean- 
while Col  Baum  took  a  position  on  an 
eminence  near  the  "  farm  of  Walmscott."  He 
posted  here  the  dragoons,  with  a  portion  of  the 
marksmen  on  their  right,  in  rear  of  a  little  zig- 
zag breastwork,  composed  of  logs  and  loo^e 
earth.  Such  of  the  detached  (houses  of  which 
there  were  about  half  a  dozen  log  ones)  as  came 
within  the  compass  of  his  position  he  tilled 
with  Canadians,  supporting  them  with  detach- 
ments of  chasseurs  and  grenadiers,  likewise  in- 
trenched beliind  breastworks  ;  and  he  kept  the 
whole,  with  the  exception  of  about  100  men,  on 
the  north  side  of  the  stream,  holding  the  woods 
upon  his  flanks,  in  his  front  and  rear  by  the 
Indians." 

Gen.  Stark  with  his  brigade  of  New  Hamp- 
shire militia  and  a  number  of  companies 
of  Vermont  atid  Massachusetts  militia,  on 
the  morning  of  the  10th,  moved  against 
Baum  in  the  position  taken  by  the  latter  on  the 
loth.  Gen.  Stark,  in  his  reix^rt  of  the  eugage- 
lueut,  says  : 

I  divided  my  array  into  tiiree  divisions,  and  sent 
Col.  >'ichols  with  JoO  men  on  the  rear  of  tlicir  left 
wing.  Col.  Herri(  k  in  the  rear  of  their  ri_'ht  with 
aoomen.  •  *  ♦  In  the  meantime  1  «ent  .iiiO  m»  n 
to  oppose  the  enemy's  front  to  draw  their  atten- 


tion that  way.  Soon  after  I  detached  the  CoN. 
lIidbtTt  and  Sticknoy  on  their  rijht  wiutr.  \\i-h 
men.  to  altar k  tlial  part,  all  •!  which  plans  hatl 
their  desired  elTvcl.  Col.  Nichois  .sent  uie  wonl 
that  he  .stood  in  need  «»f  a  r»  t-nfurcen»eut,  whii-ii  I 
readily  granted,  eon-^istin;:  of  100  men,  at  whi.-ii 
time  he  commenced  tlie  atlaeic.  precix  ly  at  :; 
o'clock  In  the  Mftfinooi),  whieii  was  f«jllowp<i  liv 
all  the  rest.  1  i)usiied  forward  the  remainder  wiih 
all  speed.  Our  people  beiiaved  with  tlin 
greatest  spirit  and  bravery  Imatrinabh'.  Hel 
they  been  Alexanders  or  Charl-s  i.' 
Sweden  they  couM  not  have  bchave<l  b»'tt»  r 
The  action  lasted  two  hours,  at  th*;  expiration  of 
wliich  tim(i  we  forced  their  breastwork>  at  tbi- 
muzide  of  tlieir  guns,  took  two  pieces  of  bras?  can- 
non, with  a  number  of  prisoners,  but  before  I 
could  get  them  into  proper  form  again  I  rerieiv.  <! 
intelli:?enec  that  there  was  a  laree  rei-nforcement 
within  two  miles  of  us-,  on  their  march,  which  oc- 
casioned us  to  renew  onr  attack.  But  lucky  for 
us.  Col.  Warner's  regiment  came  up,  which  put  a 
stop  to  their  career.  We  soon  rallied,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  the  action  b'.-gan  very  warm  and  des- 
perate, wliich  lasted  till  u'ght.  We  used  their  own 
cannon  against  them,  which  prcjved  of  great  serv- 
ice to  us.  At  sunset  we  obliged  them  to  retreai  a 
second  time.  We  pursued  them  till  dark,  when  I 
was  obliged  to  halt  for  f'-ar  of  killine  my  own 
men.  W^e  recovered  two  pieces  more  of  their  r;in- 
niin,  together  with  all  tiieir  bau'catre.  a  number  of 
horses,  carriages,  etc.,  killed  upwiu'ds  of  of  the 
enemy  in  the  field  of  battle.  The  num- 
ber of  wounded  is  not  yet  known, 
as  they  arc  scattt-red  about  In  many 
places.  I  have  one  lieutenant-colonel,  since  dead, 
one  major,  seven  captains,  fourteen  lieutenants, 
four  ensigns,  two  cornets,  one  judge-advocate, 
one  baron,  two  Canadian  ofluer.?,  six  sergeant"^, 
one  aid-de-camp  and  seven  hundred  prisoners.  I 
almost  forgot  one  ll.v>sian  chaplain.  •  •  ♦  Our 
Wounded  are  forty-two.  Ten  privates  and  four 
otiicers  belonging  to  my  brigade  arc  dead.  The 
dead  and  wounded  in  the  other  corps  I  do  net 
know,  as  they  have  not  brought  in  their  retumi 
yet. 

In  the  engagement  Col.  Baum  was  shot 
through  the  body  and  mortally  wounded. 

im:  FIOUT  AT  THE  BRIDGE  OF  }*ANCOICK. 

Col.  Brcyman,  who  had  been  sent  by  Bur- 
gopie  to  rei  nforce  Col.  Baum,  reached  the 
••mill  at  St.  Coyk"'  at  half-past  4  o'clock  on 
the  afternoon  of  the  10th,  being  then  only  two 
miles  distant  from  the  main  body  of  the  British 
forces  then  eiigageil  by  the  force  under  Gen. 
Stark.  He  had  not  niurched  but  a  little  ways 
beyond  "the  brid^'C  of  Sancoick"  when  h.- 
saw  through  the  wootis  ''li  con-ldcrablo  num- 
ber ol  armed  men,  some  of  whom  wore  blouses 
and  some  jackets"  moving  toward  a  hill  on  his 
left.  In  a  Very  short  time  he  came  upon  a  por- 
tion of  Baum's  force  in  retreat,  but  he  having 
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reformed  the  men  was  about  to  pu!<h  on  toward 
the  place  where  Baiun  had  Wen  cntratccd.  At 
ilia  juncture  he  was  attaekerl  by  Stark 
«n«i  shortly  after  by  a  reinforcenn  nt  undt.T  Col. 
Warren,  by  which  he  was  soon  forced  to  retreat 
toward  Cambridge.  To  ob:<truct  the  advance 
i.f  the  Americans,  Brcyman  set  fire  to  the  bridge 
at  **St.  Coyk."  It  was  in  this  last  eni^agcment 
that  for  the  second  time  that  day  the  Americans 
t'>ok  two  cannon  from  the  routed  British. 
.\monfr  the  different  points  of  interest  shown 
vi.sitors  viewinjf  the  battle  ground  are  the  old 
Krist  mill  of  David  Van  Kensselaer.  who  tied  to 
.Albany  on  the  approach  of  the  English,  and 
where  Baura  wrote  his  letter.  The  mill,  at 
North  Hoosick,  is  now  owned  by  John  G.  Burk  ; 
"  Hessian  hill"  is  now  a  part  of  the  farm  of 
Seymour  C.  Gooding,  the  place  of  Baum's  se- 
lection on  the  loth  ;  the  ridge  beyond  the  vil- 
lage of  Walloomsac  where  Breyman  was 
routed ;  and  the  spot  where  the  body  of  Baum's 
men  was  captured  being  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
residence  of  William  P.  Chace,  not  far  from 
North  Hoosick. 

THE  ERECTION"  OF  THE  TO^\"N'  OF  HOOSICK. 

By  "an  act  for  dividing  the  counties  of  this 
ftate  into  towns,"  passed  by  the  legislature. 
March  7, 1788.  the  town  of  Hoosick  was  erected. 
Its  limits  were  the  following : 

All  that  part  of  said  county  of  Albany  bounded 
easterly  by  the  east  bounds  of  this  state,  southerly 
by  Stephentown,  westerly  by  Pitrstown.  and 
northerly  by  the  north  line  of  Schaetclcoke  and 
}'lttsiown  continued,  to  the  east  bcmnds  of  this 
state,  shall  De  and  hereby  Is  erected  into  a  town  by 
the  name  of  Floosick. 

TOWN  OFFICERS  OF  17>^0. 

The  record  of  the  town  officers  of  17S9  is  the 
oldest  preserved  paper  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  town  meetings.  It  furnishes  the  following 
names  of  the  officers  selected  that  year  :  ^ 

iSupervisor,  Thomas  Siekles  ;  town  clerk,  Zaelia- 
nah  W.  Siekles  ;  assessors.  Jacob  Van  Ness,  lleiiry 
Hreese,  Nicholas  Snyder,  Reuben  Thayer.  Isaac 
Bull.  John  Johnson.  Zachariah  W.  Sickles;  col- 
!*'ctor.  Henry  Brown  ;  commissioners  of  hit,'hwavs. 
Thomas  Sickles,  William  Kerr,  Nicholas  Snyder: 
overseers  of  the  poor.  Ebenezer  Arnold.  William 
Kfrr ;  constables.  Henry  Brown,  Squire  Read. 
Henry  Walker,  Samuel  Latham  ;  fence-viewers. 
Jiime?  Williamson.  Henry  Snyder,  John  Vm  Bureu, 
Henry  Breese.  John  Van  Ness.  Zaehariah 
W.  Siekles,  CJodfrey  Stark.  A^el  Gray:  pouud- 
k«e})ers.  Squire  R(ad.  Harper  Hoirers.  Tinuuhy 
<inives.  Benjamin  Waite  :  paihniasters.  John  Mil- 
:;'nan,  Samuel  l.atliam.  J^.hn  Ryan,  Anthony  V. 

iniam,  tieorpe  Nichols,  .^arnuel  Surdam.  Garrett 
V:tn  Horn.  Isaa*- H.  Lansin-,  Daniel  Kocers.  J.-hn 
f!"Vi,.,  Godfrey  Stark,  Jonathan  Case,  Kzekiel 
Hodges,  Jonathan  Mosely,  William  Bri;;gs,  William 
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I  Mellen,  jr.,  David  Brown.  John  Johnson,  Luko 
Frink. 

THE  WAU  OF  1S12. 

The  loyalty  of  the  people  of  the  town  of 
Hoosick  was  conspicuously  e.-^hibited  <lurin:: 
the  existence  of  the  hohtilities  between  (ireat 
j  Britain  and  the  United  States  in  18l'J-15.  Vol- 
unteers patriotically  soucht  positions  in  the 
ranks  of  the  various  military  oruMni/ations 
which  bore  honorable  record  durmg  the  war. 
Among  these  were  Benjamin  Baker,  Clark 
Baker,  Ebenezer  Cross,  Jacob  Case.  Job  Cass, 
Stephen  Chapman,  Talman  Chace,  William 
Coon,  (iarrct  liallenbeck,  John  nalleiib.ck, 
John  H.  Hayes,  Jacob  Haii-'ht,  William  I'almcr, 
Lenuiel  Sherwood,  Benjamin  G.  Sweet,  I.saac 
Webb,  Edward  Webb,  John  Walworth.  Reuben 
H.  Walworth  and  Solomon  Wilson.  The 
memorable  expedition  in  September,  1777,  for 
the  defense  of  Plattsburgh,  under  command  of 
Brig.  Gen.  Gilbert  Eddy,  formed  for  yea's  an 
interesting  .subject  of  conversation  to  the  mem- 
bers of  the  militia  organizations  who  took  i)art 
in  it.  The  militia  of  the  town  were  represc^ntetl 
by  Capt.  Thomas  Osborne's  artillery  company, 
Capt.  Abram  Keach's  company  of  infantry, 
that  of  Capt.  Nathaniel  Bosworth,  and  one 
company  of  volunteers  under  Capt.  George  K. 
Davis. 

THE  DUTCH  CHURCH  .\T  SASCKOTCK. 

It  would  seem  that  at  a  very  early  date  there 
was  a  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch  church  in 
the  town  of  Hoosick.  In  the  Albany  county 
Clerk's  office  a  ccrtiticate  of  incorporation  is 
flled  which  recites  that  the  elders  and  deacons 
of  the  Rcformecl  Protestant  Dutch  congrega- 
tion established  at  Schachticoke  became  on  the 
'iothdayof  Eebruary,  17s'.>,  the  oiTicers  of  :in- 
othcr  church  which  was  then  organized  in  the 
town  of  H<josick,  the  corp<^ratc  title  of  which 
was  "The  minister,  elders  and  deacons  of  the 
Reformed  Protestant  Church  of  Sanckoyck." 
The  certificate  is  sit;ned  by  Cornelius  Van 
Ness,  Philip  Van  Ness,  David  Becker  and 
Lewis  van  Wocrt.  It  is  said  that  Corn,  li us 
Van  Ne.ss  gave  the  piece  of  land  on  which  tlie 
church  was  built.  Tht;  building,  it  is  said,  wa-s 
erected  on  the  south  side  of  the  Cambridge 
road,  near  where  is  now  the  residence  of  .Mrs. 
David  Gooding.  The  old  building  remained  m 
a  dilapidated  condition  until  al>out  the  y.  ;ir 
l^^'il,  when  it  was  torn  down.  There  are  no 
records  apparently  itr-served  of  this  old  church. 

THE  KLFOUMEl)  I'KOTLSTANT  CULRCH  AT  TIU.S- 

Some  time  previous  to  tlie  month  of  .\utnisf, 
17;>],  there  was  a  small  religious  society  wor- 
shi]>pini;  at"  Teasoak  "  in  the  town  of  Hoosick. 
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Tliis  fact  is  shown  from  an  old  iind  wfll-urr- 
fcorved  document  wliich  rcad-s  ; 

Where  as  the  lie vd  Mr^amui-lSmiihof  Sarato-ii 
hast  in  tijne  Past  showed  liis  Willinijuoss:  to  tic>rve 
us  In  the  Gosple  one  Fourth  part  of  a  Yearo  for  tiie 
Nei^hberhood  of  Teasoak  on  Bouth  sids  of  the 
River  Each  an  Equel  Chance  to  I'rcaeh  one  half  of 
the  Time  on  the  One  Side  of  the  Uiver  and  the  Hest 
part  of  the  time  on  the  other  Side  of  tht^  Kivcr. 

We  to  sljow  our  Keadiness  to  have  and  our  Will- 
ingness to  Communicate  to  him  such  Sum  asTt- ach- 
eth  in  Sucli  Thinirs  as  are  Necessary  for  liis  Supimrt 
having  affixed  our  Names  such  Sums  as  tlod  lias 
Given  us  Ability  and  hearts  to  De.stow  on  liim  who 
may  be  sent  to  labour  Among  us. 

Teasoak  August  10th  1791. 

Then  follow  the  names  of  the  subscribers 
and  the  sums  which  they  contribute  :  Philip 
van  Ness,  £2 ;  Lewis  Vieley,  £1.10s ;  ^[artin 
van  Buskirk,  £l.l6s  ;  Peter  Vieley,  £1  ;  Francis 
S.  Pruyn,  £1;  Walter  van  Vechten,  £1 ;  Rich- 
ard V.  Buskirk,  Ss ;  John  van  Buskirk,  ISs  ; 
Joseph  v,  Buskirk.  -is ;  Samuel  Brown,  Os  ;  John 
Bratt,  £1  ;  Abraham  I.  Fort,  8s ;  Timothy 
Tomes,  4s  :  Peter  D.  Goes,  12s  ;  Cor's.  Sebring, 
4s;  Nicholas  W.  Groesbeck,  10s;  Winant  C. 
Van  Denbergh,  16s. 

In  January,  1702,  a  further  sum  of  £;^>0.8s  is 
subscribed  by  5S  persons  as  the  salary  of  the 
Rev.  Samuel  Smith  for  serving  them ''in  the 
gospel  one-fourth  part  of  the  year." 

On  May  2,  1792,  it  was  determined  by  the 
congregation  that  the  church  should  be  "in 
communion  with  the  reverend  classis  of  Albany 
and  the  reverend  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
synod  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey."  At  this 
meeting  Philip  Van  Ness  and  Lewis  Vielc  were 
elected  elders  and  John  S.  Quackenboss  and 
Peter  Viele  deacons. 

The  congregation  haNing  given  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Smith  of  Saratoaa  a  call  to  become 
pastor  of  the  church  on  July  2.  17'J2,  tlie  same 
was  accepted  by  letter.  July  13, 17'.)*^.  The  letter 
is  addressed  to  "The  Reverend  Consistory  of 
Tiossiook." 

in  the  fall  of  1793  the  house  in  which  the 
society  met  being  too  small  and  inconvt  nieiit 
it  was  determined  that  the  congreir.it ion  in  tin- 
ensuing  season  would  buiM  a  church  "  on  the 
south  side  of  tlie  river,  on  Mr.  Peter  Viele's 
land." 

On  the  loth  of  February,  1T94,  the  consistory 
contracted  with  Tenis  Van  Der  Werkeu  and 
Abram  Clute  '*  to  frame  and  inclose  a  church 
35x40  feet,  and  lay  the  upper  Hoor,"  etc. 
Twelve  windows  antl  a  iralU  ry  were  several  of 
the  api)i)iiitnieuts  of  the  building.  Forty-live 
pounds  was  the  sum  paid  for  this  part  of  the 
work.  On  the  1st  of  Septembrr.  17!»4,  Daniel 
Bratt  contracted  to  tinish  the  inside  work  for 


I  £i7.  "The  pulpit  and  the  seats  of  the  clerk 
and  consy.story  were  to  Ik-  made  like  the  chun  li 
in  Sceticoak." 

In  1823  a  n(;w  church  was  erected  at 
kirk's  Bridge,  which  was  di-di<'ated  on  thr  2d  cf 
.May  of  that  year.    This  editice  wa.s  cnlar-cd 
in  1S72. 

The  following  pastors  have  served  this  con 
gregation  :  The  Ilcvs.  Samuel  Si.uth,  Peter  I) 
Frolcigh,  Stephen  Ostrander,  Abram  J.  Swit/.. 
J.  11.  Pitcher,  li.  Hennance,  A.  T.  Searles,  J.  li. 
Shaw,  F.  A.  (Jardner,  P.  Furbeck,  and  froii. 
December  1>^7.'),  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Og<len.  Tli. 
luunber  of  the  present  membership  of  this  old 
church  is  VA. 

TlIK  UOOSICK  IIAPTIST  CHUKCU. 

This  church,  which  was  first  known  as  \h-- 
Mapleton  Bapti.st  church,  was  organized  Man  h 
10.  1785.    In  181U  its  name  was  changed  t<»  that 
[  of  the  Hoosick  church.    AiK)Ut  the  year  lxi.>tli.- 
I  contrregation  became  disorganized  and  cea-ed 
!  to  have  any  recrular  pastor.    The  pastors  con- 
I  nected  with  this  congregation  were  the  Rev.  Sani- 
j  uel  Rogers,  the  Rev.  David  Rithbun.  the  Rev. 
James  Glass,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Purinf;to  ■.  th 
Rev.  I.  Reach,  the  Rev.  Obed  Warren,  the  R-  v. 
Isaac  Webb,  the  Rev.  George  Witherell  and  the 
Rev.  L  Reach. 

I 

BAPTIST  CHT'KCtI  AT  HOOSICK  CORNERS. 

Many  of  the  Baptist  families  residing  near 
Iloosick  village,  finding  it  inconvenient  f-T 
them  to  attend  the  services  at  the  Baptist 
church  in  the  Mapk  ton  neighborhood,  erected 
a  church  about  the  year  18;U  on  the  hill  north 
of  the  hamlet.  The  Rev.  Isaac  Reach  was  the 
tirst  pastor  of  this  church.  Tiie  suh)se(iu(  iit 
pastors  were :  The  Rev.  Archibald  Rcnyon. 
1841M1  ;  the  Rev.  J.  B.  Wilkins.  lS12-i.3;  tlie 
Rev.  J.  Mitchell.  ls44  ;  the  Rev.  C.  (i.  Gurr. 
1840-1.^  ;  the  Rev.  Win.  Arthur,  184'.^V2  ;  the 
Rev.  II.  D.  Doolitth".  IS.-):^.  Between  the  years 
1854  and  18»)4  a  number  of  pastors  tilled  the 
pulpit.  The  Rev.  Thomas  Rogcr-s  was  pastiT 
from  1804  to  1870,  who  was  suc<-eeded  by  tif 
Revs.  Conovcr,  Raymond  and  Ilill.  In  Sep- 
tcndjcr,  1878,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Rogers  airam 
was  called  to  the  pastorate.  .Vbout  the  year 
1<4<)  a  new  building  was  erected  in  the  villaire 
at  a  cost  of  >-12.(XHi. 

I  lUST  B.VPTIST  CUL  UCII  AT  IlOOIcK  KALL-. 

The  Fir.><t  Baptist  eljurch  of  Hoosick  Falls  was 
orL'anized  Octolx  r  ;U).  1^47.  On  the  8th  of  May. 
1S")1,  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  place  of  worship, 
John  L\i)U,  Jonathan  Ga.se.  Allen  Spencer.  Hosea 
Daniels  and  Fdmund  Leonard  were  elected 
trustees  of  the  Iloosiek  Fall.^  Baptist  chun  li. 
The  certiticate  of  incorporation  is  dated  May 
10,  isr.l. 
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The  following  have  been  the  pastors  of  the 
(  hurt  h  :  The  Rev.  John  M.  Gre^cory,  lS47-r)0; 
supplk-s  for  Sfveral  years,  the  IJevs.  (Jrant  and 
Thus.  Rogers  from  Iloosick  Corners  ;  the  Rev. 
O.  C.  Kirkhani,  lNt»-C,j ;  the  Rev.  Tlios.  Rogor.s, 
the  Rev.  William  A.  Doolittlc.  the  Rev.  William 
Wileox,  the  Rev.  William  Garnet,  18(3r-<iU  ;  the 
Kev.  E.  T.  Hunt,  \St\9-,'6  :  the  Rev.  A.  13.  Whip- 
ple, 187"J-T4 ;  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Webber,  1S74 ; 
the  Rev.  H.  A.  Moreran.  1S7.5-70 ;  187(5  to  present 
time,  the  Rev.  George  R.  Robbin.s. 

This  eougregation  ha.s  occupied  sinee  its  oi- 
tjauization  *'  the  meeiiug-house"  of  the  Warren 
s(x,'iety,  erected  in  ISOO.  The  roll  of  the  i)res- 
ent  membership  shows  the  names  of  about  200 
pt  rsons. 

TUB  WARREN  SOCIETY. 

In  180()  the  first  meeting-liouse  for  religious 
worship  was  ereeteil  at  Hoosiek  Falls.  The 
ground  on  which  the  wooden  edifice  was  built 
was  the  property  of  Sylvester  Noble.  The  lat- 
ter conveyed  it,  April  (>,  1804.  to  John  Ryan, 
Benjamin  Walworth,  Samuel  Burrell  and  Joseph 
Dorr,  for  50  cents  consideration  money.  The 
indenture  recites  that  *'  the  said  John,  benja- 
min, Samuel  and  Joseph  *  *  *  with  the 
said  Sylvester  Noble  ^  *  were  on  the 
17th  of  February,  in  the  year  A.  D.  1800,  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing a  meeting-house  near  the  Falls  Quick 
Quack,  *  *  *  with  express  directions  to  se- 
cure a  giKxl  and  suthcient  title  to  the  laud  on 
which  the  said  house  was  to  stand,  for  and  on 
behalf  of  the  proprietors  to  the  said  house, 
being  now  members  of  a  society  denominated 
Warren  society.''  The  lot  purchased  was  "  on 
the  south  line  of  a  lot  called  tlie  parade  lot. 
The  lot  was  74  by  114  feet.  The  Waireii 
society,  it  is  l>clieved,  took  its  name  from  the 
Rev.  Obed  Warren,  a  noted  Baptist  missionary 
of  the  town  of  Warren,  R.  I.,  where,  about  the 
year  1707,  tlie  first  New  England  Baptist  society 
was  organized.  The  first  holders  of  pews 
in  the  meeting-house  were  Sylvester  N<>bU', 
John  Ryan,  Benjamin  Walworth,  Samuel  lUir- 
n^ll,  Joseph  Dorr,  Daniel  Noble.  Thomas  Os- 
bonie,  John  Comstock,  Elam  Buel,  Reuben  Fax- 
on, Daniel  Comstock.  Joseph  Coon.  Al^iam 
Keach,  Benjamin  Lewis.  John  Matti.son.  Ed- 
ward Richmond.  James  Brown,  David  Win-,'. 
Jacob  Martin,  Richard  Covell,  Moses  Arm- 
strong, John  Palmer,  John.Bakt  r,  A.  I).  Batch- 
in,  Nathaniel  Bishop.  Theophilns  Comstock. 
Jacob  A.  Faxon,  Josiah  Buel,  A.  Cronkhiie, 
.Vlex.  WU.son,  Edward  llayncs,  Jonathan  C;i>r. 
Timothy  Graves.  Samuel  Cott.-rell,  Thomus 
Eldridtre,  liufus  Johnson,  Elijah  Wallis,  Jolm 
Hdvihind.  Ebene/.er  Cross.  John  Baker,  Israel 
btarks  and  Henry  Johnson. 


I  Among  the  Baptist  ministers  serving  the  so- 
I  ciety  successively  were  the  Rev.  Samu'  l 
Rogers,  the  Rev.  David  Rathbun,  th<- 
James  Glass,  th-i  Rev.  Thonuxs  Purriiicrton,  the 
Rev.  Israel  Keach,  the  Rev.  Obed  Warren,  the 
Rev.  Isaac  Webb,  the  Rev.  Geon;e  Witin  rell, 
and  the  Rev.  Israel  Keach.  About  the  year 
1840  the  society  lost  its  organization. 

TUE  BAPTIST  CUURCH  OF  WEST  HOOSICK. 

The  Baptist  church  of  West  Iloosick  was 
legally  constituted  April  1»»,  1%1.  The  tir.>>t 
trustees  were:  Phillij)  llerrington,  Stepheu 
Paddock  and  Israel  Shedd.  The  house  of  wor- 
ship is  known  as  the  Union  church,  having 
been  built  by  the  general  contribution  ot  ilie 
people  in  that  vicinity. 

PRESDYTEIUAN  CnriiCH  OF  HOOSICK  FALLS. 

On  the  ^th  of  January,  182-"),  a  nundx*r  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Hoosiek  Falls  assembled  at  the 
Warren  meetimr  house,  on  Main  street,  and 
there  organized  a  relitrious  society  l<\  the  natne 
of  the  "  Presbyterian  society  of  Hoosiek,"  and 
elec  ed  the  following  persons  trustees :  Tim- 
othy Graves,  Garret  T.  Breese,  John  March, 
Harry  Patterson,  Samuel  Burrell  and  Robert 
Haswell.  In  1829  the  congregation  erected  on 
Church  street  a  frame  meeting  h<mse,  which, 
when  finished,  was  dedicated  by  the  Rev.  N.  S. 
S.  Beman,  D.  D.,  of  Troy,  the  Rev.  A.  Peters  of 
Bciuiington,  Vt.,  and  other  Presbyterian  min- 
isters. This  building  cost  about  -^ESx)  and 
had  seats  for  about  ?>00  person.".  In 
1854  the  old  buildinc:  was  removed,  and  the 
present  church  edifice  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
about  ••?7,(K)()  and  having  a  seatim;  capacity  for 
about  r>(X)  persons.  It  was  dedicated  in  the 
spring  of  18.'»4.  the  Rev.  N.  S.  S.  Beman,  I).  D. 
LL.  D.,  of  Troy,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Noble.  D.  D..oi 
Schaghticoke  and  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Bev..ridi:c 
officiating.  The  membership  of  the  church  is 
about  bit)  and  the  Sunday  .•^chool  140.  The 
first  Sunday  school  of  Hoosiek  Falls  was  orffan- 
ized  in  1825  by  persons  belonging  to  this  «'on- 
gregation  and  those  connected  with  the  Warren 
society.  Seth  Parsons  was  the  first  superin- 
tendent. 

The  dilTerent  i.astors  ot  this  chun  h  havt  Ueii 
the  Rev.  C.  Cheevcr,  182.>-2i;;  the  Rrv.  Samuel 
\V.  May,  182»)-2V>;  the  R.;v.  RoUrt  Sha\T, 
:il:  the  Rev.  Luther  P.  Bl(Hli;ett.  lsU-;r.;  the 
Rev.  Leonard  Johnson,  l.v57-Ci'J;  the  Rcv. 
Thomas  Gordon.  lS4l-r)0  ;  the  Rev.  A.  M.  Bev- 
eridir-',  lN*)l-")8  ;  the  Rev.  A.  De  W  itt.  Is^-lM-"* ; 
th.'  Rev.  :•.  B.  Lambert.  I).  IX.  1^V.">-»N.  and  tiie 
Rev.  John  Tatlock,  ISlVS  to  the  presi-nt  tini.-. 

ST.   M.vrxK  S  I'KOTE.-^TANT  El'ISCOPAL  CUrKi  H<.F 
UOO^ICK  FALLS. 

This  religious  society  was  organized  in  Is'^i 
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under  the  ministrations  of  the  Rev.  Nutbanicl 
O.  Preston .  The  tir^t  services  were  held  in  tlio 
villajjce  s<.hooi house.  On  the  lirst  of  Novem- 
ber, isM,  ihc  lueuibers  oi  tlio  church  met  at 
the  place  wcjrship  for  the  purpose  of  incor- 
porating themselves  aceordinu:  to  an  act  of 
the  legLsIature.  The  Rev.  N.  0.  Preston  v.'as 
made  mcxkrator  of  the  meeting,',  lleorge  M, 
Tibbits  and  Salmon  Moses  were  chosen  church 
wardens,  and  L.  Chandler  Ball,  Jonathan  Eddy, 
jr.,  George  M.  Tibbits,  Salmon  Mo^es.  Harry 
Patterson,  Seth  Parsons,  Sanmel  Shaw  Crocker, 
and  Ilezekiah  :Munsell,  jr.,  elected  vestrymen. 
These  were  incorporated  as  the  rector,  church 
wardens  and  vestr>'men  of  St.  Mark's  Protestant 
Episcoi.al  church  in  the  village  of  Iloosick 
Falls.  For  a  number  of  years  thereafter  the 
church  continued  to  exist  in  a  very  weak  way. 
In  the  year  1H.>S  the  society  was  reorganized,  and 
shortly  thereafter  the  erection  of  the  present 
church  was  begun,  the  corner  stone  being  laid 
in  the  summer  of  1858  by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop 
HoratioPotter.  The  first  services  were  held  in  the 
church  on  Sunday,  August  26,  18^30.  On  the  5th 
of  May,  lSf>5,  the  building  was  consecrated.  In 
18T1  an  addition  of  a  chapel  arcade  and  a  cam- 
panile was  made  to  the  building,  which,  the 
present  year,  has  been  further  enlarged  and  re- 
moddled.  The  bell,  clock  and  chimes  of  the 
church  were  purchased  at  an  expense  of  .^,t)00. 
The  rectors  of  the  church  have  been  the  Rev. 
Nathaniel  O.  Preston,  the  Rev.  Ebcnezer 
Williams,  the  Rev.  James  Henry  Morgan,  18<^'<1- 
63 ;  the  Rev.  George  A.  Weeks,  18(;3-<)5 ;  the 
Rev.  George  Huntington  NichoUs,  from  180.5  to 
the  present  lime.  There  are  about  175  names 
of  communicants  on  the  parish  register. 

THE  TIBIUTS   PROTESTANT    EPISCOPAL  CUUKCU 
AT  HOOSICK  CORNEUd. 

Tlie  Protestant  Episcopal  church  at  Hoo.^ick 
Comers  wa.s  organized  and  a  handsome  church 
edifice  costhig  about  .$2(),CKK)  erecte^J  by  the  lil>- 
erality  of  the  late  Ge(;rge  >r.  Tibbits.  The 
church  is  popularly  designated  as  "  the  Tibbits 
church."  The  rector  of  the  church  is  the  Rev. 
John  B.  Tibbits.  The  church  is  not  connected 
with  any  diocese. 

THE       WALIXK).MSAC       METHODIST  EPISCOPAL 
CULRCIl. 

The  members  of  the  Methoiiist  Episcopal 
church  who  early  in  the  century  had  formed  a 
society  at  Walloomsac,  met  on  the  l^^tli  of 
April.  1811.  at  the  house  of  Thomas  Milliman, 
where  they  had  been  as.sembling  for  divine 
wor^^hip,  and  elected  the  following  persons: 
John  .Matthews,  Benjamin  Barnett,  Isaac 
M(jsher,  Tliomas  .Milliman,  Siinet»n  Sweet  and 
John  CotJistock  as  trustees  of  the  Walloomsac 


j  MethodL«t  Episcopal  church.    On  June  2,  K>. 
j  the  ehureh  was  reincorporat»;d  as  ••the  Meth 
I  odl>l  Ki;ibcopal  soeiety  of  Hoo^iek  circuit.  " 
Sliortly  after  this  tiim-  services  wi  re  no  longer 
continued  at  this  p(jlut  by  the  .Methodist.s.  Ii 
was  known  as  the  "  ui>-river  church." 

TUE  METHODIST   EPISCOPAL    CUUKCU    AT  Uih>- 
SICK  FXLL.A. 

This  socit'ty  was  legally  incorporated  Aiinl 
12,  18.5^8.  On  that  day  the  memlxTS  ot  the  cou- 
gregation  assembled  at  the  place  nt  worship, 
the  meeting  house  of  the  Warren  society,  and 
elected  Stephen  Williams,  William  A.  Stoney. 
John  V.  Carney,  Jesse  F.  Dunham  and  .\sa 
Colgrove  "  trustees  of  the  MethfxU.-t  Episcopal 
society  at  the  village  of  Hoosick  Falls."  In 
I8»j()  a  frame  church  edifice  was  erected  on 
Main  street,  in  which  services  were  first  heldi*n 
Christmas  day  of  that  year,  at  which  time  it 
was  dedicated,  the  Rev.  J.  E.  King.  D.  D.. 
preaching  the  sermon  on  the  occasion.  The 
building  cost  about  $:i.300  and  had  a  seating 
capacity  for  30u  persons.  It  was  further  en- 
larged in  1ST7.  The  present  membership  em- 
braces 270  persons.  The  pastors  of  the  chun  h 
have  been  the  following  :  The  Rev.  ReuU'D 
Washburn,  1858  ;  the  Rev.  Joseph  Eames. 
1859;  the  Rev.  Jesse  Brown.  ISfiO  ;  the  Rev.  A. 
Viele,  l8Gl-^2;  the  Rev.  B.  B.  Loomis, 
the  Rev.  William  H.  Washburn.  I'M^-C'J:  liie 
Rev.  George  C.  Morehouse.  18<)l)-72  ;  the  Rev. 
J.  K.  Wager,  1872-74  ;  the  Rev.  M.  A.  Senter. 
1874-70;  the  Rev.  George  Sken»',  187G-7H;  the 
Rev.  William  H.  Meekk;r,  1879  to  present  time. 

NORTU  UOOSICK:  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CUL  KCH. 

The  society  known  as  the  North  Hoosuk 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  was  organized. 
January  5.  lSti.5,  in  the  district  school  house, 
where  religious  services  had  been  held  by  the 
Methodists  for  ;W  years.  The  first  trustees  were 
William  P.  Chace,  Warren  Cox  and  Edwanl 
Spalding.  In  the  sunmier  of  ISiV)  a  frame 
church  building  was  erected  on  the  main  street 
of  the  village  of  North  Hoosick,  whi»  h  Wiia  -  n 
October  18  of  that  year  u.sed  for  worship  and 
dedicated.  The  dedication  services  were  per- 
formed in  part  by  the  P^:v.  Win.  Gntlin.  pre- 
siding elder,  the  Rev.  Wm.  H.  Washburn,  p.i^ior 
in  charge,  the  Rev.  S.  M.  Merrill  of  North 
Adams,  Mass.,  the  Rev.  John  W.  Carhart  of 
Troy,  and  tliC  Rev.  Joel  F^iiton  of  Cambridge. 
The"  building  cost  about  HJMO,  and  ha*!  a  seat- 
ing capacity  tor  3<X»  persons.  In  1^75  it  was  en- 
larged. The  church  has  a  membership  of  .Vi 
person.s.  The  f(»llowing  persons  have  U'-u 
pa-stors  of  the  church  :  The  R..'V.  W.  H.  Wa-^h- 
biu-n,  is;<'^;9  ;  the  Rev.  George  C.  Morehouse. 
lS(;i»-72  :  the  Re  v.  J(»el  K.  Wager.  1^72-75  ;  the 
liev.   John    W.    Belknap.    187^-70;   the  R'V. 
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Thomas  Munroe,  1876  ;  the  Rev.  Geo.  A.  Kerr, 
1S77:  the  Kev.  M.  F.  Lee,  1S78  ;  the  Rev.  A.  s! 
I  Uirk,  April,  1S79,  to  the  precseul  tioie. 

THE   METHODIST   EPISCOPAL   CnUUCU    AT  BUS- 

kirk'.s  buidge. 
This  society  was  ori^nized  near  Bunkirk's 
Bridge,  March  8,  im  Nicholas  Eyolishyiner 
w,a.s  the  hrstand  prominent  person  to  take  part 
in  its  organization.  A  frame  buildini;  for  wor- 
ship was  erected  in  1.^3  which  wa.s  dedicated  in 
June  of  that  year.  The  present  brick  building 
was  erected  in  1859  on  the  ^rround  where  the 
lirst  building  8too<l.  The  new  church  was  dedi- 
cated January  11.  The  following  minis- 
ters participated  in  the  dedicatory  services  : 
The  Rev.  Jacob  Leonard,  pastor  in  charcce,  the 
Revs.  Lewis  Potter,  John  B.  Shaw,  John  P. 
Newman  and  Truman  Seymour,  llie  cost  of 
the  structure  was  #4,191. ?2,  the  whole  amount 
having  been  paid.  It  has  a  seating  capacity  for 
•1,000  persons.  The  following  have  been  pastors 
of  the  church  :  The  PiCV.  Jacob  Leonard,  one 
year  ;  the  Rev.  Hiram  Blanchard,  two  years  ;  the 
Rev.  G.  G.  Ford,  two  years  ;  the  Rev.  F.  A. 
Soule,  two  years ;  the  Rev.  John  M.  Webster, 
two  years  ;  Wm.  Clark,  three  years  ;  the  Rev. 
J.  B.  Sylvester,  one  year ;  the  Rev.  R,  G. 
Adams,  one  year  ;  Wm.  W,  Foster,  three  years  ; 
the  Rev.  Wm.  Earl,  three  years,  and  the  Rev. 
D.  M.  Schell,  18S0  to  present  time. 

CHITKCH  OF   THE   IMMACIXATE   CONCEPTION  AT 
HOOSICK  FALLS. 

As  early  as  the  year  1S33,  through  the  mis- 
sionary efforts  of  various  Roman  Catholic 
priests  there  had  been  gathered  quite  a  rc- 
jjpectable  congregation  a:  Hoosick  Falls  of  be- 
lievers in  the  teachings  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
church.  In  1849  the  erecticm  of  a  church  on 
South  Church  street  was  begun  by  the  Rev. 
Father  Quigley,  which  was  finished  in  1S.")1.  In 
lS70-n  a  larger  edifice  was  built  on  Main 
street,  the  corner-stone  having  been  laid  on 
August  12,  1^59,  The  church  was  dedicated 
iK'cember  10,  1871,  by  the  Rev.  T.  Galberry. 
The  present  pastor  of  the  church  is  the  Rev. 
Father  Waldron,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Father 
uTarrell. 

H*)MAN  CATHOLIC  CUl'RCH  AT  BISKIKK'S  BUIDGE. 

At  Buskirk's  Bridge  a  Roman  Catholic  con- 
Kregatiou  was  organized  a  numtn^r  of  years  ago, 
*nd  built  a  very  neat  and  comnio<lious  house 
"f  worship.  The  Rev.  Father  Waldron  has  it 
included  in  his  piistorate. 

THK  MAVLETON  LIBERAL   RELIGIOIS  SOOIETT. 

A  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  south- 
•  astrrn  y)art  of  the  town  of  Hoosick,  commonly 
'  ullcd  .Mapleton,  convened  at  the  school  house 
i!i  school  district  No.  4  on  Saturday.  Jaiuiary 


2,  IKikl,  for  the  purpose  of  or>;ani/.iiig  u  n-liuiuiis 
society  to  rebuild  and  n-.u-eupy  the  Mile  und 
premiM  K  v»here  tlie  oid  .Miij)letou  uu  elinK  houoe 
was  standing  ut  that  time.  The  persons  asMem- 
bled  orijanized  them.selves  under  the  name  of 
the  "  .Mapleton  Liberal  Relijcioua  Society." 
On  the  2:ki  of  January,  the  followinjf  ikt-oiis 
were  elected  trustees  :  .Moses  .\rinstr(»nK,  Joseph 
Pereey,  Daniel  Rogers,  David  W'ttUaee.  Jarne^ 
Percey,  Lyman  Andrews,  Jonathan  Hayn.  r. 
Randall  James  and  (iarret  Van  Hoosen.  It  is 
often  known  by  the  name  of  the  L'nion  chun  h. 
Various  denominations  hold  meetings  in  the 
churclu 

HOOSICK  FALLS. 

The  first  known  lease  of  land  of  the  Hoosiek 
patent,  at  HcMjcslck  Falls,  waa  made  of  -^M) 
acres  by  Jonathan  Fuller  from  Augustus  \'an 
Horne  of  New  York.  The  survey  of  this  tract 
began  at  a  marked  brich  tree  standing  bel..w 
the  falls  of  Quequick.  This  farm  was  n<  \t 
conveyed  to  Henry  Northup  of  North  Kin>:sfun, 
R.  I.,  who  sh<jrtly  after  removed  to  it,  where  he 
lived  until  his  death  in  1797.  The  other  part  of 
the  village  west  of  Main  street  and  east  of  the 
Hoosick  river  was  a  part  of  the  farm  of  'i.*»<i 
acres  belonging  to  Henry  Barnharl.  Tlie  iir>t 
store  in  Hoosick  Falls,  it  is  said,  was  one  op»  ned 
in  1785  by  Isaac  Turner.  In  17^4  Joseph  Dorr 
came  to  Ho'o.sick  FalN  and  lea.singof  Barnanlus 
Bratt  280  acres  of  land  together  with  all  the 
water  power  on  the  north  side  of  the  ri\er. 
began  thu  erection  of  a  canling  aiid 
fulling  mill.  Subsequently  a  flax  mill,  a  dis- 
tillery and  a  saw  mill  were  also  erected  there. 
Benjamin  Colvin,  about  the  year  1780,  huilr  a 
grist  mill  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  His 
successors  were  John  Chase  and  Theophihis 
Comstoi'k.  In  1?J1  the  first  bridi^e  was  con- 
structed over  the  river  at  Hixxiek  Falls.  In 
1^22  the  lirst  postoftice  was  establislie<l  in  the 
place,  Seth  Parsons  iK-ini;  ma<ie  yH)stmaster. 

In  isSi  Joseph  liordon,  a  Scotchnian.  built 
what  was  known  as  the  Ca!e<lonian  cotton  fac- 
tory on  the  south  bank  of  ilie  Ho<)sick  river  be- 
tween the  bridk'e  and  the  trrist  mill.  AUiut  l.V) 
pt^rsons  were  employed  in  the  factory.  In  1^27 
the  factory  was  purchased  by  Samuel  S.  Croeker, 
John  KnickerlKieker,  John  House  of  Waterford 
and  Jacob  .Merritt  or  Troy.  In  is«;s  this  proj*- 
erty  was  sold  to  the  Walter  A.  \V(kxI  reapintr 
and  mowing  machine  company. 

On  April  14,  1827,  the  village  of  H(X)sick  Fall^ 
wa.s  ineoriMjrated,  Seth  Parsons  being  elected 
president  of  the  board  of  trustees.  It  is  <^id 
that  at  the  time  of  its  im oriKiration  the  popula- 
tion of  the  village  was  2(n*,  the  numlKr  ot  lji:il<i- 
ings  the  elei  tt.rs  5<),  uuU  the  valuation  ol 
nie  i.rop<-rty  r.*»v^TO. 
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In  I.Sol  George  W.  and  Lyinan  Bi-ncdict 
er.-ctca  tiic  Treinont  cotton  fiu-tory  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river.  About  2:^,m)  yards  of 
cloth  Were  manufactured  weekly,  the  number 
of  employes  King  about  70.  In  18.")5  the 
I«-oiHTty  was  sold  to  Walter  A.  Wood.  Tlic 
first  stockholders  of  the  Trcmont  cotton  fac- 
tory were  Seth  Pai-sons,  II.  Parsons,  Lyman 
Wilder,  Harry  Patterson,  Norman  and  lliram 
Ilerrington  of  Hoosick  Falls,  Joseph  Case  of 
Petersburgh,  Daniel  Wight  of  Troy,  and 
Erastus  Ball  of  New  Orleans. 

In  1836  the  following  descrii)tion  was  given 
of  the  place  in  "Gordon's  Gazetteer"  of  tlie 
state : 

Uoosick  Falls,  24  miles  from  Troy,  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river,  whicli  has  a  fall  here  of  40  feet 
within  12  rods,  affording  fine  water  power,  nearly 
all  of  which  is  unemployed,  contains  1  Baptist  and 
1  Presbyterian  churches,  grist,  saw,  oil,  carding 
and  cloth  dressing  mills.  2  large  cotton  factories, 
a  manufactory  of  shearing'  machines  [of  LjTnan 
Wilder],  which  supplies  with  that  article  almost 
the  whole  of  the  United  States ;  1  tavern,  four 
stores,  and  about  GO  dwellings. 

The  Ball  seminary,  named  in  honor  of  L. 
Chandler  Ball,  was  erected  in  1S42,  at  a  cost  of 
about  $4,500,  It  was  incorporated  April  11, 
1843 ;  the  first  trustees  being  L.  Chandler  Ball. 
Seth  Parsons,  Lyman  Wilder,  Harry  Patterson, 
Adin  Thayer,  Hial  Parsons,  Thomas  Gordon, 
Andrew  Russell,  John  White,  William  Palmer, 
Williard  Ilerrington  and  John  Renwick.  In  1S(>3 
the  property  was  given  to  school  district  No.  1 
of  the  town  of  Hoosick. 

The  First  National  bank  of  noo>ick  -Falls, 
which  began  business  May  3,  18.S0.  has  the 
following  otlicers  :  President,  T.  J.  Wallace  ; 
vice  president,  C.  A.  Cheney  ;  cashier,  Addison 
Getty.    The  capital  of  the  bank  is  5^,000. 

WALTER  A.  WOOD'S  WORKS. 

The  most  celebrated  inanufactory  of  harvest- 
ing machines  in  the  world  is  at  Hoosick  Falls. 
The  immense  establishment  is  the  property  of 
the  Walter  A.  Wood  mowing  and  reaping  ma- 
chine company,  the  ofliecrs  of  which  arc  the 
Hon.  Walter  A.  WtHjd,  president ;  J.  Ku.^scll 
Parsons,  \ice  president ;  A.  C.  Gcer,  s»;cretary  ; 
Willard  Gay,  treasurer;  J.  M.  Rosebrooks, 
Hup<  riutendent. 

The  history  of  these  extensive  works  at  which, 
during  the  months  of  June  and  July  of  Die  i<res- 
ent  year,  were  daily  nuide  and  completed  114  pt-r- 
fect  machines,  and  manufactured  during  this 
season  27,lHj3  of  the  world-renowned  harvest- 
ers, begins  in  the  year  when  Walter  A.  Wood,  a 
young  man  of  vigorous  mind  and  active  boily, 
eame  to  Hoosick  Falls  anil  ciiiJjagv  d  himself  as 
u  journeyman  machinist  to  work  for  Seth  Par- 


sons, being  at  the  time  'JO  years  of  airn. 
Subsequently  lie  became  intereyted  in  the  man- 
ufacture of  plows  and  other  airricultural  im- 
l.lcments.  In  iK'r^,  having  carefully  ins{)eet.  i| 
the  working  of  the  combined  mowing  and  har- 
vesting machine  patented  by  John  II.  Manny  (.f 
Illinois,  Walter  A.  Wocxl  was  induced  to  purchaM- 
a  territorial  ritrht,  and  to  begin  the  manuiae- 
ture  of  the  machines  at  Hoosick  Falls.  B.-  idev 
occup>ing  the  old  foundry  building,  he  in  l^".:, 
purchased  the  old  Tremont  CMtton  factory,  h, 
1858  Ball  iSc  Parsons,  who  had  also  been  enL.Mir.-.| 
since  18.52  in  manufacturing  the  same  machine^, 
quitted  the  business,  leaving  Walter  A.  Wou.l 
the  only  one  to  carry  on  this  branch  c! 
manufacturing  in  Hoosick  FalKs.  In  IxO'.t 
finding  that  he  needed  more  conveniences  for 
his  increasing  business,  .Mr.  Wood  rented  th  • 
mill  formerly  occupied  by  Ball  and  Parsons.  In 
November,  ISW,  a  disastrous  fire  swept  away  in 
flame  all  of  the  buildings.  The  same  year  tli< 
work  of  rebuilding  bccan,  and  the  new 
buildings  erected  on  the  site  of  the  old  on-- 
were  the  next  ye^ir  noisy  with  the  hum  oi 
machinery',  and  another  period  of  manufactun- 
began.  "  The  Wood  Mower,"  cotistriicted  by 
the  mechanical  ingenuity  of  Mr.  Wood  in  K')  *. 
was  sent  out  among  the  farmers  and  achieved  a 
notable  success.  In  1S61  *'the  self-rakiiis 
reaper,"  patented  by  Mr.  Wood,  which  w.is 
farther  perfected  in  1S(>:^,  added  to  his  greater 
celebrity  as  a  maker  of  excellent  harvest.'!-. 

In  1870  a  second  fire  swept  away  all  ih-- 
buildings.  The  Caledonia  mill  having  U-en 
bought  in  l^GO,  became  the  workshop  where 
most  all  the  machines  were  constructed  dur;:ix' 
the  year  1S70.  From  the  date  of  this  calaniit> 
new  buildinirs  have,  fr»>m  year  to  year,  Ix-.  ;i 
erected,  which  now  form  this  extensive  manu- 
facturing establishment. 

The  present  stock  company,  kTiown  as  ili^ 
Walter  A.  Wood  mowing  and  reaping  niaclune 
company,  was  formed  in  From  this  tiia*' 

until  187i>  various  useful  attachments  anil  ad- 
ditions were  made  to  the  machines  inventctl  h) 
Mr.  Wood.  In  1^74  the  wire  self-binding  har- 
vester was  brouirht  out  ami  achieved  the  sigU'i- 
success  which  has  made  the  machines  of  tl-.- 
character  known  in  all  the  grain-produeiiu' 
cimntries  ot  the  earth.  Oliver  Dalrymplc,  t!. 
givat  grain  grower,  employed  in  187'.>.  in  harve-t- 
ing  his  lmmcn.se  lic\ds  of  grain,  1(>0  of  these  m  i 
chines,  each  of  which  reaped  on  an  averau'e  1  • 
acres  of  grain  a  day. 

A  C  UN.-TKI.I.ATION  OF  .MLl'^I.S. 

Writing  of  the  lirst  trial  of  the  \V.w>,l  aut  - 
matie  twine  binder  in  England,  in  Ot  tob.  r. 
l.s?.»,  on  the  farm  of  Simeon  I.euiher,  !>'  '••* 
mere  lodge,    near  Northwich,   Cheshire,  a.'i 
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oKsorv-ant  witness  says  :     I  saw  it  nmke  5<)0 
shoavcs  without  one  st()ppa;;e,  in  the  most 
{M-rfect  manner  possible,  at  the  rate  of  27 
^heaves  per  minute."    The  riu'htly  merited 
j.niisos  bestowed  upon  these  wonderful  and 
u-H'ful  machines  have  not  only  placed  thousands  j 
and  tens  of  thousands  of  thiMu  upon  the  trreat  I 
crain  plains  of  the  United  States,  but  have  ear-  i 
ried  them  to  those  of  Europe,  Asia.  Africa,  ' 
S^uth  America,  Australia  and  New  Zealand.  | 
As  the  visitor  inspects  the  2fH)  and  more  L'old,  j 
vilver  and  bronze  medals  handsomely  displayed  \ 
in  the  vice  president's  room,  at  the  works  at  i 
iloosick  Falls,  awarded  to  Walter  A.  Wood  as  j 
testimonials  of  the  unexcelled  merits  of  his  j 
harvesting  machines,  he  cannot  but  think  that  i 
"worth  makes  the  man."'    In  tield  competi-  1 
tions  between  American  and  European  reaping  \ 
machines  in  Europe,  the  Wood  harvesters  took  j 
207  tirst  prizes.    The  brilliancy  of  this  honor-  j 
able  mention  is  further  increased  by  the  Wood  j 
machines    during    the   same    time    taking  j 
101)  first   prizes   on   other   fields   of    com-  j 
petition   against   all  the   leading  machines. 
In  1S76  at  the  centennial  exhibition  he  obtained  I 
the  highest  awards  for  his  harvesters.  Austria 
conferred  upon  him  the  knight's  cross  of  the 
imperial  order  of  Francis  Joseph,  and  France, 
in  lSCi9,  decorated  him  with  the  cross  of  the 
chevalier  of  the  legion  of  honor,  and  in  187S 
added  two  gold  medals  and  the  cross  of  ollicer 
of  the  legion  of  honor— the  highest  award  of 
honor.   The  amazing  record  of  the  niachines 
manufactured  since  18o3  at  the  Iloosick  Falls 
establishment  is  the  following  : 


1H53  

  500 



17,500 

IN-Vi  

  fi(K) 

1S.\^  

  l,'>tH) 

l<>rt  

  -^.rm 

ISTl  

...  13.T7I 



  R.S(M) 

isr.j  

...  ^'"t.Tir) 

KM  

  bjAH) 

2<l,4.'t(i 

l^rtO  

  H,U(J() 

is:.-i  

...  2^,507 

l^*'.!  

  H.rxMi 

1ST»5  

...  ■£\-<M\ 

\^\>  

  u.r^M) 

Ht.iiTl 



  fi.rwKt 

l^TS  

...  v;5.(»v."i 

wv»  

  T.'MlO 

l^TW  

...  2J.U-ti 

l^Vi  

isso  

...  -Jl.'JO^^ 

lv!*l  

lO.'MK) 

Js«7  

  ll.'KX) 

The  monthly  pay  roll  is  ^4r),()()(),  the 

number 

of  regular  employc'-s  Knng  about  l.(XH). 

SOCIETIES  IN  UOOSICK  FALLS. 

The  masonic  association  was  first  rei>re.sented 
at  Hoosick  Falls  by  Federal  Uxlse  No.  33  F.  and 
A.  M..  which  was  organized  September  ^S,  17I>2, 
and  which  erected  and  di  dicated  a  masonic  hall 
in  the  place  October  0,  1^24.   It  forfeiKMl  its 
warrant  during  the  anti-masonic  exciteim  nt  in 
W)2.    Amonjj  the  founders  «tf  the  lodi;e  were 
Thomas  Sickles.  AVilliam  Castle,  P.obert  Sim,  ! 
H>>nry  Ten  Brock.  .Samuel  Crary.  Strphen  IN  ad,  1 
li.irney  Read,  Solomon  King,  William  HoU-rts.  | 
Abraham   Vaa   Tuyl,  Enoch  Stall,  Andrew 


White.  Ht  njamin  Hawks.  (n-or;^e  Kai^r,  .lames 
FairbairtK  H«Miry  Hrown,  William  Bra.',  Th^.ma^ 
Hartwell  and  Jonathan  Chase. 

Van  Krnssclaer  lodge  No.  4<io  F.  and  .\.  .M. 
received  its  dispensation  in  1S,')<'.  and  held  its 
Unit  meetinc  Febniary  20  of  that  year. 

The  warrant  to  opcti  and  hold  a  mark  hnlt:*'  by 
the  name  of  Iloosirk  mark  lo<l;;e  w  jts  i;rant»  d  on 
February  1>M)7.  In  IVj.")  and  1S2»')  dispmsa- 
ticms  were  granted  ;  and  on  PVbruary  12  \^>'-'.K 
one  was  issued  to  open  and  hold  Raymond 
chai)trr,  U.  D.,  at  Hoosiek  Falls.  The  tir>t 
convocation  was  held  February  is.  isc'.i.  Th. 
dispensation  was  renewed  June  1^70^  ^nd  a 
charter  •granted  February  s,  isn,  to  Raymond 
chapter  248. 

The  independent  ordt^  of  Odd  Fellows  is 
represente<l  by  Hoosick  Falls  lodtre  No.  4 
The  Kni-^hts  of  Fythias  have  also  a  lod^e. 

The  temperance  cause  is  represent,  d  by  the 
Continental  Temple  of  Honor,  No.  21,  and  a 
Father  Matthew  T.  A.  B.  society.  No.  1.  There 
is  al.so  the  ancient  order  of  Hibernians.  No.  1. 
and  the  Kobt^rt  P^mmett  association,  No.  1. 

The  Mower  and  Keai)er  band,  organized  in 
1857,  has  earned  an  excellent  musical  reputa- 
tion. 

The  Hoosick  Falls  veteran  association  was 
organized  about  the  year  1S73.  On  the  30th  of 
May,  187S,  the  town  having  voted  fS^iO  and  the 
village  $oOO,  a  beautiful  soldiers'  marble  monu- 
ment was  erected  at  the  intersection  of  Classie 
and  High  streets.  The  inscription  on  the  mon- 
ument reads  :  '•  The  Citizens  of  the  town  of 
Hoosick  hold  in  grateful  remembran<-e  tK;  men 
who  foutrht  to  save  the  Union.  1^51— ISV)."' 
The  total  cost  of  the  monument  was  $1,50<). 

Xi;W9P.\rER9. 

The  first  newspaper  i.ssue(l  at  Hofxirk  Falls 
was  the  Hoosick  Falls  OazitU',  publishe*!  by  A. 
C.  Fddy  about  the  year  l*^<'►;^  This  pajw-r  had 
been  known  previously  as  the  Vninhri'hj>-  I'lii  •;/ 
Xtirs.  It  was  published  about  one  year.  Sul>- 
sequently,  about  the  year  l^r.'.)  the  H<K>sirk 
Falls  JnifijM'/if/rnt  was  published  ff>r  a  yiar  by 
 Botsford. 

The  licii^isi-Jnrr  fount ij  StiDnlard  wixs  lir.'i  is- 
sued, at  Hoosick  Falls.  Nov.  l.i,  1^73,  by  James 
II.  Livingston,  editor  an.l  proprietor. 

On  the  »»th  of  March,  l^-so,  the  pai»er  >>cf  amc 
the  property  of  Benjamin  Horsley,  who  ably 
continues  its  publication. 

THE  WILDER  COLI.ErTION. 

For  many  years  the  large  and  splendid  r<.llec- 
tion  of  minerals  made  by  Lyman  Wilder  was 
one  of  the  chief  attraetions  of  Ho<»-iek  Falls 
for  visitors.  They  were  tastefully  displayed  in 
an  octagonal  shai>cd  building  .south  of  the  min- 
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eralogist's  residence.  Beinc:  the  finc^^t  and  larffcwt 
collection  in  the  United  States,  WilliaruH  col- 
lege through  the  liberality  of  Dr  Edw.ml  Clork 
of  Cooperstown,  who  purchased  it  for  the  nom- 
inal sum  of  .?S,00()  in  lsr9,  became  possessed  of 
this  Rrand  cabinet  of  nature's  handiwork.  Mr. 
Wilder  is  now  in  his  eighty-third  year,  and  is 
still  all  aglow  with  the  early  enthusiasm  which 
for  years  impelled  him  to  give  many  of  his 
hours  of  rest  after  the  labors  of  the  day  to  per- 
fecting this  unequalled  collection  of  beautiful 
crystals,  fossils,  etc 

THE  HOOSICK  FALLS  MALLEABLE  IRON"  WORKS. 

These  works  were  originated  by  a  stock  com- 
pany with  a  capital  of  #40,(XX),  in  1871 ;  Isaac  G. 
Johnson  of  New  York,  president,  and  William 
Nicholls  of  Hoosick  Fails,  secretary  and  treas- 
urer. The  establishment  is  situated  about  a  mile 
from  the  village  on  the  Troy  and  Boston  railroad. 
About  70  employes  are  regularly  engaged  in  the 
production  of  agricultural  implementvS,  carriage 
fixtures,  carpenters'  tools,  etc. 

The  lawn  mower  manufactory  of  Lyman 
Wilder,  near  the  Walter  A.  Wood  works,  also 
adds  to  (he  manufacturing  interests  of  Hoosick 
Falls. 

The  fire  department  is  represented  by  theSeth 
Parsons  steamer  company. 
The  present  population  of  the  village  is  4,640. 

HOOSICK. 

This  place  is  situate  on  the  Hoosick  river 
and  on  the  line  of  the  Troy  and  Boston  rail- 
road and  the  Boston,  HooSvic  tunnel  and  West- 
ern railway,  and  was  the  first  postoflflce,  at>out 
1785,  in  the  town  of  Hoosick,  when  stages  ran 
between  Troy  and  Bennington,  on  the  turnpik-' 
that  lay  through  it.  Asher  Armstrong  was  post- 
master here  from  ISOO  to  1>n"2.  In  Ib^M:)  the 
place  had  1  Baptist  church.  2  taverns,  3  stores 
and  about  30  dwellings.  The  village  at  present 
contains  2  churches,  1  Baptist  and  1  Protestant 
Episcopal,  2  hotels,  3  stores,  1  button  factory, 
2  grist  mills,  2  saw  mills.  1  flax  mill,  2  black- 
smith shops  and  1  wagon-maker  shop.  There 
are  about  140  buildings  in  the  village,  which  has 
about  1,000  inhabitants  within  the  radius  of 
the  postofflce  delivery. 

NORTH  HO<3SICK. 

North  Hoosick  is  on  the  Troy  and  Bennington 
rajlrt)ad,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  town.  Tlie 
Wal1»x)msac  creek  flows  through  it.  It  is  a 
short  distance  east  of  the  site  of  the  old  settle- 
ment of  Saucoik.  In  \^^'>  North  Hoosick  is 
.spoken  of  a.s  having  a  large  flannel  factory, 
sitythe  fa'-tory,  a  store,  a  tavern  and  some  20 
dwellings.    At  present  there  are  about  75  build- 


ings in  the  place.  St^'vens  &  Thompson's  wall 
paper  manufactory  is  the  chief  industry  of  th- 
pin'-r.  The  Mtth.vlisLs  have  a  flourlshirii< 
church  in  the  village. 

EAGLE  BRIDOE. 

Kagle  Bridge  is  at  the  junction  of  the  Tn.y 
and  Boston  railroad  with  the  Rutland  nn-l 
Washington  branch  of  the  Delaware  an<l  Ifuil- 
son  canal  company's  road.  It  is  also  a  station 
of  the  Boston,  Ho'».sac  tunnel  and  Western  rail 
way.  There  are  here  2  hotels,  4  stores,  1  coni- 
mission  house,  2  wagon  makt  r  shops,  2  black- 
smith shops,  1  rope  mill,  1  cord  and  thread  mill, 
2  grist  mills  and  1  saw  mill ;  also  a  .Methodist 
church.  The  buildings  number  67,  and  th<' 
population  is  315. 

WALLOOM9AC. 

This  hamlet  is  on  the  Walloomsac  creek,  and 
is  cast  of  North  Hoosick,  on  the  Troy  and  Ben- 
nington branch  railroad.  It  contains  about  17 
buildings.  Here  are  also  the  Walloomsac  pa- 
per company's  mills,  owned  by  Stevens  A: 
Thompson. 

BCSKIRK'S  DRIDT.E. 

The  hamlet  of  Buskirk's  Bridge  is  in  th'^ 
northwestern  part  of  the  town  on  the  Troy  and 
Boston  and  the  Boston,  H(X)sac  tunnel  and 
Western  railways.  There  are  three  churches 
here,  a  Reformed  Dutch  church,  a  Metho<list 
and  a  Roman  Catholic  church.  About  40  build- 
ings comprise  the  place. 

WEST  HOOSICK. 

This  place  is  near  the  western  boundary  line 
of  the  town.  It  is  in  what  is  known  as  th-' 
Nepimore  valley,  and  has  a  school-house.  :i 
grist  mill,  a  store,  a  blacksmith  shop  and  alKnii 
15  buildings. 

PETERSHLKGH  JUNCTION. 

This  place  is  at  the  junction  of  the  Troy  an-i 
Boston  and  the  Harlem  f^xtcnsion  railroad.**.  U 
is  also  a  station  on  the  Boston,  Honsac 
tunnel  and  Western  railway.  It  is  n»ar 
the  southern  boundary  of  the  town.  In 
I  the  vicinity  arc  several  flax  and  grist  mili:*.  On 
the  Bratt  farm  are  several  excellent  mineral 
springs. 

POTTER  HILL. 

Potter  Hill,  which  has  a  postofflce.  Is  in  th*- 
southwestern  part  of  the  tovm. 

POPULATION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  HOOSACK. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

THE  TOWN  OF  PITTSTOWN. 

The  Letters  Patent  of  George  III.— The  Township  Named  in  Honor 
OF  William  Pitt,  Earl  of  Chatham  —  Grant  of  Two  Thousand 
Acres  along  the  Tomlenack  —  Provision  Made  for  Ministers  of 
the  Gospel — Singular  Dispensations  of  Justice  —  The  Great 
Northern  Turnpike  — A  Score  of  Churches  —  James  A.  Garfield 
Preaches  at  Pittstown  —  The  Villages  of  the  Town  —  Table 
of  Population. 


The  first  settlers  of  the  territory  lying  north 
« if  Albany,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Hudson,  it 
would  seem,  ^ere  generally  a  very  religious 
(lass  of  people.    "WTienever  their  number  be- 

*  ume  sufSciently  large  to  form  a  respectable 
«ized  congregation,  steps  were  at  once  taken  to 
.•^•cure  a  minister  who  should  statedly  preach  in 
"ne  of  the  school-houses  erected  here  and  there 
aiong  the  roads  through  the  newly  occupied 
country.  It  sometimes  occurred  that  in  the 
j--titions  for  land  patents  the  parties  desiring 
t.t  obtain  such  proprietary  rights  would  set 
iunh  such  an  intention  specitically  as  regarded 
•h^  provisions  necessary  to  be  made  for  relL- 
K'ious  teachers  and  schoolmasters.    A  purpose 

this  kind  is  made  a  special  feature  of  what  is 
LiiOwn  as  the  Pittstown  patent,  whereby  an 
Jivsociation  of  G2  persons  obtained  from  the 
Kniflish  crown  about  60,000  acres  of  land,  a 
i-irt  of  which  included  the  greater  portion  of  • 
'he  territory  now  embraced  within  the  boundary 
Jir.es  of  Pittstown. 

TELE  PITTSTOWN  PATENT. 

Following  the  customan,-  preamble  of  the 
»'>vereignty  of  his  majesty,  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  etc.,  the  instrument  recites  that 
"t'Ur  loving  subjects  Isaac  Sa^Ter, 
^''jbn  R.  Bleecker.  Abraham  Jacob  Lan- 
and  their  named  associates  had  present.-d 
«  ["  tition  on  the  KHh  of  Juno,  17r>l,  in  wliieh 
" -y  declared  that  they  had  purchased  of  th.■ 
' •  l-m  proprietor  four  tracts  of  land,  on  thr 

•  ^ide  of  Hudson's  river,  containing  in  the 
**^"!e  alvout  t50,000  aeres  exclusive  of  the  allow- 


ance for  highways,  and  humbly  prayed 
his  majesty  that  the  same  might  be 
confirmed  to  their  use  by  letters  patent. 
In  this  petition  the  petitioners  proposed  makin:,' 
an  immediate  settlement  on  part  of  the  two 
largest  tracts,  and  to  settle  to  the  number  of 
62  families  on  the  whole  of  the  land  purchased 
^^^thin  the  term  of  three  years,  the  time  to  );e  com- 
puted from  the  termination  of  the  existing  war 
with  France,  and  to  seat  and  establish  a  township 
on  each  of  the  said  two  large  tract^s,  *'  reserviiur 
and  setting  apart  for  the  support  of  a  minister 
of  the  gospel  and  the  maintenance  of  u  school- 
master in  each  township  forever  the  quantity  of 
tive  hundred  acres  of  each  of  the  said  two 
large  tracts."  In  answer  to  this  petition,  hi.s 
majesty,  (Jeorge  III.,  granted  respectively  to 
each  of  the  petitioners  1,000  acres  of  the  land 
described  in  the  royal  patent. 

TUK  SECOND  TRACT  OF  3,700  ACRES. 

The  first  tract  mentioned  lay  near  the  Hudson 
river.  The  second  beiran  "in the  north  bounds 
of  the  manor  of  Rens<elaerwyck,  six  chains 
west  from  a  brook  or  creek  called  Tomlenaek." 
This  point  was  '-the  beginnincrof  a  certain  tract 
of  2,000  aeres  of  land  granted  to  John  tchuylcr 
and  Neiltje  13radt."  The  line  of  the  second  tract 
ran  along  the  bounds  of  th«^  last  mentioned 
tract  to  a  tract  of  CM  acres  of  land  formerly 
•n-juted  to  John  De  Pey^ter,  and  then  along  this 
tract  to  the  land  granted  to  David  Abraham-^^n 
Schuyler  and  others,  and  along  it,  an»4  thenee 
back  to  the  place  of  beginning.  This  tra<  t 
contained  "  3,700  acres  of  laud  and  the  usual 
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allowance  for  highways."  It  chiefly  lies  in  the  I 
eouthwestern  part  of  the  town  of  Pitt.stown.  | 

THE  THIRD  TRACT  OF  24,^0  ACRES.  I 

The  third  tract  began  "  in  the  north  bounds  of 
the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  at  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  aforesaid  tract  of  2,000  acres  of 
land  granted  to  John  Schuyler  and  Neiltje 
Bradt,"  which  southettst  corner  is  170  chains 
east  from  the  point,  "  six  chains  west  from  the 
aforesaid  brook  called  Tomlenack."    It  ran  | 
thence  along  the  bounds  of  the  land  conveyed 
to  John  Schuyler  and   Neiltje  Bradt  to  the 
aforesaid  tract  of  laud  granted  John  De  Peystcr, 
then  along  it  to  another  tract  granted  to  David  i 
Abrahamson     Schuyler,    Frederick    Morris,  | 
Charles  Williams,  Thomas  Clarke,  Edward  Col-  \ 
lins  and  Sarah  WiUiams,  then  along  it  and  I 
crossing    one   other  tract  granted   to   the  1 
latter  persons  and  then  by  several  courses 
to    the     north     bounds    of     the     manor  j 
of   Rensselaerwyck    and    along    this    line  { 
to  the  place  of  beginning,  "  surrounding  the  j 
greatest  part  of  the  last  mentioned  tract  of  | 
land  granted  to  the  said  David  Abrahamson  1 
Schuyler  and  others."   The  third  tract  con-  { 
tained  2i,650  acres  of  land  and  the  usual  al-  I 
lowance  for  highways.   This  tract  is  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  town  of  Pittstown. 

KING    GEORGE    III.    CALLS    THE    THIRD  TRACT 
PITTSTOWN. 

The  name  of  Pittstown,  given,  it  would 
seem,  by  George  III.  to  the  third  tract,  was  in 
honor  of  William  Pitt,  earl  of  Chatham,  who 
was  at  this  time  the  leading  statesman  of  Eng- 
land,  The  king  says : 

We  do  by  onr  own  special  frrace.  certain  knowl- 
edge and  uieer  motion  crt'ate,  erect  and  constitute 
the  tract  or  parcel  of  land  herein  {^ranted  and  dis- 
tinguished as  aforesaid  by  tiie  name  and  distinc- 
tion of  the  third  tract  and  evt  ry  part  and  parcel 
thereof  a  tow^lship  forever  hereafter  to  be,  con- 
tinue and  remain  :  and  by  the  u:iine  of  Pittstown, 
forever  hereafter  to  be  called  and  known.  *  ♦  * 
And  we  also  ordain  and  establish  that  there  shall 
be  forever  hereafter  in  each  of  the  said  townships 
[the  fourth  tract  beinj:  called  Cambrid-t"]  resix^ct- 
ively,  one  supervisor,  one  treasurer,  two  over- 
seers of  the  hiLThways,  two  ovtrsoers  of  the  po.n-, 
one  collector  and  four  constablts  elected  an<l 
chosen  out  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  said  town- 
ships respectively  yearly  and  every  year,  on  the 
first  Tuesday  in  May,  at  the  most  public  place  in 
the  said  townships. 

THE  CONSIDERATION  MONEY. 

The  patentees  were  to  pay  yearly  and  every 
year  at  the  king's  custom  house  in  tlie  city  of 
New  York  unto  his  receiver  general,  on  the  feast 
of  the  annunciation  of  the  biessed  vir-rin  M.iry, 
commonly  called  Lady  day.  the  yearly  rent  of 


two  shdlings  and  .six  pence  sterUn«  for  each  an  : 
every  hundred  acres  of  these  granted  land- 
The  patent  is  dated  July  2;},  ITCd,  the  tirst  y.-  .r 
of  the  reign  of  (ieorge  the  third.  Previous  t. 
this  grant  there  was  another  recorded  know^ 
as  the  Tomhannock  patent. 

THE  TOMHANNOCK  I'ATENT. 

For  the  puri)Ose  of  obtaining  a  royal  jjatent  t'j 
a  certain  tract  of  land  north  of  Albany  on  th.- 
east  side  of  the  Hud.>-on  river,  John  :^chuyl<  .• 
and  Joakim  Biadt  petitioned  John  Mont- 
gomery, the  governor  of  the  province  of  w 
York,  July  23,  U.'A),  for  a  grant  of  over  2,i.mj 
acres.  Joakim  Bradt  died  a  short  time  aft'-r 
nuiking  this  request,  and  the  patent  was  th-T. 
granted  to  John  Schuyler  and  Neiltje  Bradt,  h.;- 
ing  dated  July  29,  17:57.  The  Une  of  survey  b.-- 
gau  "  at  a  certain  white  oak  tree  standing  in 
the  line  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaervs'j'ck.  .••ix 
chains  west  from  the  said  brook  called  Tom- 
lenack and  running  thence  from  the  said  whitv 
oak  tree,"  by  several  courses  to  the west  com*  r 
of  the  land  granted  to  Myndert  Schuyler  ani 
company,  thence  east  along  the  line  of  their 
lands,"  by  several  courses,  "to  the  patronn's 
line  of  his  land  there,  thence  along  the  same 
line  west  179  chams  to  the  place  from  whence 
the  said  tract  or  parcel  of  land  lirst  brgan,  con- 
taining near  2,rKX)  acres  of  land  besides  tho 
usual  allowance  for  highways." 

THE  bCIIUYLER  I'ATENT. 

In  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  George  II.. 
May  19,  1737,  a  patent  of  11,250  acres  of  land 
was  granted  David  Abrahamson  Schuyler.  Fr«-<1- 
erick  Morris,  Charles  Williams,  Thomas  Clark", 
Edward  Collins  and  Sarah  Williams.  The  Une 
of  survey  begai\  at  the  northeast  corner  of  a 
tract  of  land  i>reviously  in  possession  o: 
Johnnes  Becker,  and  ran  •*  to  a  certain  brook 
called  Tomhenack,  then  up  the  stream  of  the 
said  brook  to  the  s^iid  tract  of  land  now  in  pos- 
session of  the  said  Johnnes  Becker."  etc.  Tins 
tiie  third  tract  was  designated  as  being  on  the 
cast  side  of  the  Tomhenack. 

THE  DE  PEVSTER  PATENT. 

Another  tract  of  land  lying  within  the  county 
of  Albany,  on  the  west  side  of  the  Hudson 
river  "nigh  to  Schachtekok,"  beginning  at  a 
certain  marked  tree  standing  near  to  the  dwell- 
ing house  of  one  Johannes  Becker,  and  runninki 
from  the  said  marked  tree  along  the  lines  ol 
the  tract  formerly  granted  to  J«-»hn  De  Peyster, 
was  conveyc<l  by  patent,  dited  November  10. 
1743,  to  John  De  Peyster,  containing  1,27.">  acres. 

THE  U<XISICK  PATENT. 

The  several  patents  previously  referred  to 
embraced  the  u-xcatcr  part  of  the  present  terri- 
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tory  of  the  town  of  Pittstown.    The  northern  j 

f<)rtion  of  the  town,  aloni,'  the  Hoosick  rivrr.  | 

ikdspartof  the  tract  included  in  th»'  Hoosick  i 

{•afent,   dated   June   2.   ItiNS.    Subsequentl.v  | 

tmall  tracts  adjoinins;  the  former  tracts  were  i 

(TniDted  to  a  number  of  individuals.  j 

THE  FIRST  SETTLERS. 

Among  the  first  ♦settlers  that  are  said  to  have 
made  their  homes  within  the  territory  of  the 
tiiffirent   tracts  were   AVilliam  Pendercrast, 
s-t^-phen  Hunt  and  Edmund  Aiken  in  the  vicinity 
uf  Johnsonville  ;  Ludovicus  Viele  near  Valley 
Kails,  in  1772;  Christian  Fisher  and  Michael 
S'andercook  in  the  Cooksborough  neiiihborhood 
about  the  year  17?2.    A  few  years  earlier  Wil- 
liam Shepard  began  farming  on  500  acres  of  | 
land  lying  in  the  township.    In  1774:  Moses  Van  j 
N'amee  occupied  a  farm  a  short  distance  north  I 
of  Pittstown  Corners.    Benjamin  Aiken  took  a  1 
farm  of  9o0  acres  about  1779 ;  Isaac  Carpenter  i 
came  to  the  town  about  17S4,  Joseph  Abbott 
about  1788,  and  Gilbert  Eddy  a  year  or  two  be- 
fore the  latter  date. 

ERECTION  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  PITTSTOWN. 

By  *'  an  act  for  .dividing  the  counties  of  this  ; 
Jvtate  into  towns,"  passed  by  the  legislature  j 
March  7,  1788,  the  town  of  Pittstown  was  ! 
erected.    Its  boundary  lines  were:  "All  that - 
part  of  the  said  county  of  Albany  bounded  ! 
southerly  by  Rensselaerwyck   and  Stepheu- 
towTi,  westerly  by  Schactekoke,  northerly  by 
jH.liactekoke  and  Cambridge,  and  easterly  by  a 
line  beginning  at  the  distance  of  ten  miles  east 
from  Hudson's  river,  on  the  north  line  of  j 
^^chactekoke  continued  east  and  running  from  | 
tl.ence  to  a  place  in  the  north  bounds  of  | 
Siephentown,  at  the  distance  of  Vi  miles  from  i 
Hudson's  river,  shall  be  and  hereby  is  erected  j 
into  a  town  by  the  name  of  Pittstown."  Thete  j 
lines  bounding  it  were  altered  February  14, 
17".i3.    The  town    lies    along  the  northern  i 
b-mndary  line  of  Rensselaer  county,  between  ; 
the  towns  of  Schaghticoke  on  the  west  and  j 
iI'K)sick  on  the  east.  j 

TUE  FIRST  TOWN  OFFICERS.  | 

The  first  town  officers  were  elected  at  the 

•"wc  meeting  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April,  | 

I7^i>.  They  were  :  Supervisor,  Israel  Thomp-  ; 
"^''n  ;  town  clerk,  Evans  Humphrey  ;  assessors, 

^(■ihn  Frandiico,  Harmon  Vanvarter.  Hazael  j 

"•'I'  pard,  Benjamin  Milks,  John  Rowan  ;  col-  ■ 

!•  efors,  Gilbert  Eddy,  Hazael  Shepard  ;  poor-  i 

•  io-sters,  Simon  Vundercook,  (Jeorge  (Jage.  Ste-  , 

.  'U  Hunt;  constables,  Gilbert  Eddy,  Hazael  ; 

-^'  i'anl,  Aaron  Van  Nan;ce,  John  Kowan,  jr.,  ^ 
•*!  i  -Stephen  Hunt. 


A  VARIETY  OK  VERDICTS. 

It  is  said  that  at  the  July  t»Tni  of  the  supreme 
court,  held  in  Albany  in  P.lihii  Sme*  ds  of 

Pittstown,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Kzt-kiel 
Mitchell,  and  convicted  of  manslaughter,  waa 
to  receive  .'W  lashes  at  the  public  whipping-po.>?t 
and  be  imprisoned  three  calendar  months.  Six 
others,  convicted  of  stealincr,  were  condemned 
to  receive  'VJ  lashes  each,  while  about  the  same 
time  Francis  Uss,  convicted  of  breakim;  opea 
and  robbing  a  store  in  Pdughkecpsle,  was  pub- 
licly hanged. 

AN  EARLY  POST  ROUTE. 

In  1790,  when  the  New  York  mail  arrived  at 
Albany  twice  a  week,  one  of  the  routes  taken 
by  a  post-rider  distributini:  letters  and  n'ws- 
papers  throuy:h  the  country  north  of  Albany, 
was  the  following  :  Leaving  Albany  on  Monday 
evening  for  Vermont,  he  arrived  at  Pittstown 
on  Tuesday,  at  Bennington  on  Wednesday,  at 
Little  White  Creek  and  Cambridge  on  Thurs- 
day, at  Tomhanno.-k  and  Schazliticoke  on  Fri- 
day, and  at  Hoosick  on  Saturday. 

THE  N0RTni:RN  TURNI'IKE. 

Previous  to  the  building  of  the  northern  turn- 
pike from  Troy  to  Vermont  the  following  notice 
was  given  to  those  interested  in  the  construc- 
tion of  this  important  thoroughfare  : 

Notice  is  hereby  civen  that  the  books  of  the  fust 
company  of  the  Northern  turnpike  road  are 
opened,  agreeably  to  the  direction  of  the  statute 
incorporating  said  comi-any.  and  are  lodged  with 
the  commissioners,  at  the  fulluwiug  places,  viz. : 
At  Lansiiifrburgh.  with  John  Lovelt :  at  Pittstown, 
with  John  Carpenter ;  at  BuskirU's  nrid-e.  with 
Martin  Van  Buskirk  ;  at  C  ambrid-e.  with  F.draund 
Wells,  jr.:  at  .Salem,  with  John  Williams;  at 
Hebron,  with  David  Lons  ;  at  (  Jranvillp.  with  Tim-  / 
otliy  Leonard.  All  persons  desirinc  to  subscribe 
for  shares  Ln  said  company  may  apply  to  either  of 
said  commissioners,  at  either  of  the  aforesaid 
places.   June  11.  1799. 

REFORMED  Dl  TCll  CUURtU    AT  PITTSTOWN. 

A  document  which  preserves  in  part  the  hi.^ 
tory  of  this  church  is  the  certilicate  of  incoriH>- 
ration  dated  November  2.'.,  isoo.  At  that  time 
the  oflicers  nan\ed  as  tlu-  elders  and  deac<.ua 
of  the  Keformed  Dutch  church  at  Pittstown." 
were  John  Van  Woert,  Jonathan  Yates.  Simon 
Vandercook,  Stephen  Jackson,  Israel  Si»epard 
and  Enoch  Haskins.  On  tlio  or^'anization  of  the 
Presbyterian  society  in  the  south  i-ivrt  of  Pilt.s- 
towr,'it  would  seem,  this  conure-ation  beeanie 
connected  with  the  latter  b(Hly. 

TUE  PKE-HYTLRIAN  .Mji  IKIV  IN  lUE  ^OL  TH  PART 
OF  TUE  TOWN. 

For  some  time  previous  to  the  year  lM7a 
congregation  of  Presbyterians  ha^l  Ucn  holding 
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religious  services  in  the  soutlj  part  of  tho  town.  ( 
On  the  20th  of  December,  isiT,  a  meeting  was  | 
held  "  at  the  usual  place  of  divine  worshi])"  ami  1 
the  following  persons  were  eU-cted  trustees: 
Simon  Vandercook,  Enoch  Ilaskins,  jr.,  Joseph 
Brown,  Reuben  Ilalstead,  Tisdale  Eddy  and 
James  Stitt.   The  namo  adopted  for  this  lecrally 
ort'anized  body  was  "the  Presbyterian  soeii-ty 
in  the  south  part  of  the  town  of  Pittstow^l." 
This  church  after  many  years  of  embarrassment 
and  unsuccessful  growth,  ceased  to  exist,  and 
in  1SC8  the  property  passed  to  the  Evangelical 
Lutheran  church. 

THE  PITTSTO"VV>-  UNION'  SOCIETY. 

The  members  of  the  PittstowTi  Union  society 
on  Monday,  February  15,  1819,  met  at  the 
school  house  near  Naham  Taft's  house,  where 
they  had  usually  met  for  divine  worship,  to 
elect  "  trustees  for  the  building  a  church  for 
said  congregation."  The  following  peivsous 
were  then  chosen  as  trustees  of  the  ''Pittstuwn 
Union  society":  Abraham  Van  Woert,  lioyal 
Abbott,  Reuben  Williams,  Otis  Taft,  Walter 
W.  Groesbeck,  Jeduthan  il all  and  Naham 
Taft. 

This  organization,  it  appears,  changed  its 
legal  name  in  1S19.   A  meeting  of  the  male 
members  of  the  society  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Elbert  I.  Willett,  on  the  22d  of  March,  that  | 
year,  at  which  John  Van  Woert,  Robert  S.  Bust-  j 
wick,  Jacob  P.  Yates,  Thomas  Henderson.  I 
Jonathan  Rouse  and  Je=se  Smith  were  elected  ! 
trustees  of  "the Dutch  and  Presbyterian  society  | 
in  Pittstown." 

FRE3BTTERIAX  CHUIiCII  AT  TOMnA>-NOCK. 

This  congregation  being  the  after  growth  of 
the  former  society  about  the  year  IS'l'i  held  a 
joint  session  meeting  with  the  Presbyterian 
society  in  the  south  part  of  the  town.    The  two 
churches  united  in  caUing  a  pastor,  the  Rev. 
Solomon  Lyman,  who  was  installed  January,  I 
l&2t).    He  was  succeeded  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  I 
P.  Tyler  in  1829.    The  Rev.   Phineas  Smith  | 
served  the  Tomhannock  church  from  ISoO  to  ■ 
ISaS  ;  The  Pvcv.  Oren  Brown  iNSo-^U  ;  the  Rev.  | 
J.  J.  Dana  is'U-oO ;  then  successively  the  Rev.  , 
Mr.  Hayden,  the  Revs.  B.  Brown,  J.  B.  Hub- 
bard, P.  Barber,   Toombs,  F.  llarman.  P. 

Gordon,   Viele,  Hall.  A.  Ostrom.  J.  H. 

Noble  and  the  Rev.  R.  J.  Jones,  who  .served 
both  the  Tomhannock  and  Johnsonville  con- 
gregations. ! 

rKKSDTTEKIW  CFUUCH  AT  JOHNSONVILLE. 

The  Icsa!  Dru'anization  of  thisehurch  is  dated  , 
the  11th  day  of  February,         when  th.to  was 
a  meeting'  held  "at  thr  piaec  of  worship  in  the  : 
village  of  Johnsonnile,"  and  the  folio wmg 


persons  were  elected  trustees  of  "the  Pr. 
t»rian  con^'regation  of  Johnsonville:"  J.  ]> 
Akin,  jr.,  ('.  Jenkins,  Ma.  Rae,  Ale.xun.:  : 
Ross,  E.  F.  Hurd  and  J.  Westinghousc.  T',  ■ 
society  has  a  very  neat  and  comnKxliuu, 
church. 

EVANGELICAL    LITHEUAN    Cni  RCn  AT  lUYMJv. 
TOWN. 

This  religious  society  was  *or>,'anizcil  the  '2i*' 
of  Au;,'ust,  iHiO,  and  held  relieious  scrvicej*  j-. 
the  l*i-esV.yterian  church,  known  as  bein2  *r 
"  the  south  pai-t  of  the  town  of  Pittstown."  I- 
1S(>8  the  Lutlu  ran  congrcfjatiDn  bccam*^  il  - 
owner  of  the  old  Presbjterian  church.  On  fh- 
lirst  day  of  January,  1870,  the  members  of  tli- 
"  Frankean  Lutheran  church  and  society  r.f 
Raymertown"  as.sembled  at  their  stated  pla^o 
of  worship  to  further  perfect  an  organization 
made  by  the  ."^'aid  church  in  the  year  ISj.J  tmd.  r 
the  name  of  "the  EvanLrelical  Lutheran  chur 
and  society  of  Raymertown  in  South  Pitt- 
town."  The  following  persons  as  trustees  uj- 
pear  in  the  certificate  of  incorporation  :  Coon- 
rad  Clum,  Charles  U.  Barry,  John  E.  Twotrocl. 
Martin  Sipperly,  Jacob  L.  Snyder  and  Willi..:;; 
Stanton.  A  new  church  edifice  was  erected 
1871,  at  a  cost  of  -^,500.  The  membership  n-w 
embraces  about  I'-)')  persons.  The  Rev.  N.  V;i:- 
Alstyne  is  the  present  pastor  of  the  congrega- 
tion. 

TUE  SOCIETY  OF  FRIENDS. 

Some  years  before  the  opening  of  the  pre.<jcnt 
century  a  society  of  Friends  was  organized  in 
the  town  of  Pittstown.  For  the  purpose  of 
site  for  a  meeting  house  and  for  a  bur\ir-- 
ground,  Claudius  Lamb  sold  to  the  S(X*iety  :\\» 
pieces  of  land  belon^zing  to  his  farm  alon.^  "  tli-' 
middle  road,"  between  the  two  turnpike^,  ov.-- 
of  which  ran  to  Buskirk's  bridi^e  and  the  oth.  r 
to  Hoosick  and  Bennin«j:ton.  The  meetin- 
house  place  was  on  the  north  side  of  "  the  l 
die  road,"  about  two  miles  north  of  Pitt-tov.-. 
Corners.  The  burying  ground  was  on  t'.- 
south  side  of  the  road.  About  the  yoarl^Jt  » 
new  meeting  house  was  erected,  the  old  bu:'.':- 
ing  beinir  used  afterward  as  a  horse  fhe.i 
Among  the  early  Friends  livinc  in  ih' 
neighborhood  of  the  meeting  house  WlP- 
David  Norton,  Mieajah  Tlurit,  Asa  Hoacr.  John 
Osborne.  Simeon  Brownell  and  Nathan  Peck- 
ham.  The  T>rescnt  leader  of  the  society  is  Calc!' 
Norton.  Mectincrs  are  still  held  in  the  foren«>or. 
of  First  day,  in  the  mectinc  house,  by  th<* 
present  small  congregation  of  Friends. 

lUC  HAI'TI.-'T  CULRCII  OK  PITTSTOWN  COKMMi-. 

Tiie  first  Baptist  church  at  Pittstown  Corn- 
was  or::ani/'  d  about  the  year  17M  under  t!  • 
name  of  the  Pitt->iown  Baptist  church.  In 
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1?.)3  the  Rev.  Isaac  Webb  acceptfl  the  pastor-  | 
sliip  of  this  church.    He  wa.s  succeeded  by  the  | 
]Wv.  U  umvl  Covell  iu  \7'X*.    The  Kev.s.  Charles  I 
I^hatt,  Charles  Seiners.  Stephen  Olmstead,  | 
Kichmond  Ta^'^art,  Wilber  Sherman,  H.  Slade,  | 
Solomon  Gale,  jr.,  and  Harvey  Slade,  subsequent-  j 
ly  served  as  pastors  of  the  church.    The  first  | 
meeting  house  was  erected  about  the  year  ITsy. 
About  the  year  1S4T  a  new  house  of  worship 
was  erected.    On  the  13th  of  September,  1S47, 
a  meeting  was  held  at  the  church  for  the  purpose 
of  electing  trustees  and  to  ortranize  a  Baptist 
church  and  society,  the  Rev.  D.  S.  Dean  being 
chosen  moderator  and  Benjamin  Bosworth  and 
Norman  Baker  clerks.    It  was  resolved  that 
the  new  society  should  be  kno^^'n  by  the  name 
of  *'  the  Baptist  church  and  society  of  Pitts- 
town."   The  following  persons  were  elected 
trustees  of   the   new  organizatioH :  Henry 
Warren,  Benjamin  Bosworth,  George  Gibbs, 
Auth_pny  Hydorn,  Hugh  Reid,  Jonas  Halstead, 
Timothy    Allen,    Janies   L.    Halstead   and  \ 
Joseph  L.    Patterson.    The   pastors  of  this 
church   have   been   the  Revs.  D.   S.  Dean, 
Foster  Hartwell,  William  Hart,  William  Lucas, 
O.  C.  Kirkham,  William  Bowen  and  L.  Sellick. 
For  a  number  of  years  no  services  of  this  de- 
nomination have  been  held  in  the  church.    It  is 
now  occupied  by  the  Disciples. 

TUE  DISCirLES  CHrRCH  OF  PITTSTOWN  COBNT.RS. 

This  society  was  legally  organized  on  the  3d 
of  September,  1S47,  when  the  following  per- 
sons were  elected  trustees:  Joseph  Ilaskins, 
Samuel  S.  Hyde,  Benjamin  Chapman,  Solomon 
W.Thompson..  The  name  adopted  by  the  so- 
ciety was  "  the  Baptist  Church  in  the  town  of  j 
PittstowTi."    The  Rev.  Porter  Thomas  was  the  | 
lirst  pa.stor  to  serve  this  cDmrregation.    His  ; 
successors  were  the  Rev.  Warren  L.  Hayden,  j 
lsr,0-(V4  ;  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Chamberlain,  1SG4-00 ;  ! 
the  Rev.  George  Lobingior,  lStJ'J-T2  ;  the  Rev.  | 
W.  H.  Rogers,  lS?J-r3 ;  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Ensel,  j 
1873-77 ;  the  Rev.  Edu'ar  Pardee,  from  October  ; 
2S,  1S77,  to  the  present  time.    The  names  on  I 
tlie  roll  of  membership  number  about  100.  | 
This  society  now  occupies  the  old  Baptist  , 
church,  which  in  l^tlO  was  enJarired  and  re-  | 
nuxieled.    It  was  in  the  church  of  this  society  j 
that  Gen.  James  A.  Garlield.  when  a  student  at  j 
Williams  college,  preached.  j 

CHRISTIAN  CUL'KCn  AT  BO Y NTONVILLE.  j 

In  1838  a  Christian  church  was  organized  in  ! 
the  southeastern  part  of  the  town  nt)W  known  j 
as  BojTitonville.  In  ISIU  a  house  of  worship  | 
was  erected  on  Main  .street,  which  was  dcili-  ! 
eated  in  the  m»mth  of  February,  is41.  In  the  ; 
eertiticate  of  incorporation,  dated  July  2:),  ISw,  i 
the  congregation  i^i  denominated  a  religious  so- 


ciety, "called  Christian  and  nothimr  but 
Christian  to  the  exelusi«>n  of  all  tlie 
naiiu's  ot  factions  and  party,  or  of  any 
addition  thereto,  in  Pitlstown  and  (irnf- 
ton  in  the  county  of  Ri-nssehur."  Ou 
the  day  mentioned,  according  to  a  notice  given 
by  Elder  .\aron  Eldred,  the  following  persons 
were  elected  trustees:  Aaron  Eldred,  Titus  B. 
Todd,  Erastns  Geer,  SVilliain  Rowland,  Whitinjf 
B.  Slason  and  Richard  Vandenberg.  About  five 
years  ago  the  church  was  remodeled.  The 
present  membership  of  the  church  is  (i4.  The  d  >]- 
lowing:  ministers  have  served  the  congrcgati<jn  : 
Elder  Wilson  Mosher,  Elder  S.  F.  Dexter,  Elder 
Jot  1  (Jallup.  Elder  Aaron  Eldred,  Elder  Am  .-l 
Bourne,  Elder  Thomas  Taylor,  Elder  J.  W. 
Stearns,  Elder  Stei)h(  n  Mosher,  Elder  J.  (i. 
Eneel,  Elder  James  Wright,  Elder  A.  II.  Hans- 
com,  Elder  J.  W.  Stearns  and  Eld<T  Joel  (ial- 
lup. 

COOKSBOKOCOH  METHODIST  EPISCGPAL  CUl  KCH. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  year  1815  a  Meth- 
odist society  had  been  organized  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  town  of  Pittstown.  For  a 
meeting  was  held  in  the  church  of  this  CDntrre- 
gation  in  Cooksborontrh,  on  Friday,  the 
twentieth  day  of  January,  1815,  at  which 
Cornelius  Filkins,  Andrew  FoUeft,  William 
Haner,  John  Friot,  Anthony  Eoekrow  and 
Joseph  Friot  were  elected  as  the  trustees  of 
the  society,  which  was  to  be  knt)wn  by  the 
name  of  the  "  Cooksborough  Methodist  Epis- 
copal church." 

TOMnANNOCK    .METHODIST    EPISCOP.iI.  CHrRCII. 

The  work  of  itinerant  .Nfethodist  preachers  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  present  village  of  Tomhan- 
noek  was  successful  in  the  early  part  of  tlic 
century,  in  colleetlng.  from  time  to  lime.  C(ju- 
gregations  to  hear  the  gospel  preached  in  the 
school-house,  near  the  house  of  Solomon  Tins- 
ler.  For  the  purpose  of  better  accommodating 
the  number  of  people  attendim:  these  services 
a  subscription  iniper  was  circulated  in  1811  to 
secure  money  sutlicient  to  build  a  house  of  wor- 
ship. In  order  to  ortranize  this  comrrciration 
legally  a  meeting  was  lieM  (m  Tuesday,  .Mareh 
y,  isil.  at  the  school-hou.<e  where  the  peo- 
ple had  bc'Mi  assembling  for  divine  worship. 
In  accordance  with  th.e  notice  i»reviously  siven 
an  election  was  then  licld  fur  trustees,  result- 
ing in  the  ciioice  of  Christopher  Snyder,  James 
Deyoe.  Simon  Ncwcomb,  jr..  Anthony  Miller, 
Daniel  Carpenter  and  Amaziah  Herrick.  Asa 
corporate  hndy  they  were  to  bo  known  as  the 
tru-teesof  the  Tomhannoek  Methodist  Fpw«>- 
pal  church.  At  a  »  i>st  of  about  ^1,IHJ0  a  frame 
buiUling  for  a  hou.sc  of  worship  was  >hortly 
afterwards  erccteil,  on  the  west  side  uf  the 
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northern  turnpike.  In  184.",  a  commodioua 
brick  buildintr  was  erected  on  the  site  of  the 
old  church,  at  an  expense  of  *;i,:}00.  huviiii,'  a 
seating  capacity  for  rK~)0  persons.  One  hundred 
and  twelve  names  are  on  the  present  roll  of 
membership.  The  Kev.  Edward  N.  Howe  is  the 
present  pastor  of  this  church. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CULKCH    IN   THE  SOI  TU 
PART  OF  PITTSTOWN. 

A  congregation  of  Methodists  had  for  some 
time  previous  to  the  year  1.S35  Ix-en  woi-t^hipitif? 
in  the  schoolhouse  in  the  neighborh(X)d  of 
Raymertown,  in  the  south  part  of  the  town  of 
Pittstown.  For  the  purpose  of  incorporating 
themselves  legally  as  a  religious  organization, 
at  a  meeting  held  on  the  11th  of  May,  ISi"),  the 
following  persons  were  elected  trustees  of  this 
Methodist  Episcopal  society  in  the  south  part 
of  the  to'v^-n  of  Pittstown  :  Gilbert  Alexander, 
Devotion  E.  Williams,  James  Mosher,  Samuel 
Bayis  and  David  Snyder. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHLTtCH  AT  VALLEY 
FALLS. 

This  church  grew  from  the  small  beginnings 
of  missionary  work  of  various  itinerant  preach- 
ers of  the  Methodist  church.  From  private 
houses  where  little  gatherings  of  people  had 
assembled  to  hear  the  gospel  preached  by  the 
zealous  followers  of  Wesley  to  the  large  assem- 
blages in  school  houses,  in  which  revival  meet- 
ings were  beld,  was  the  first  step  of  the  ad- 
vancement toward  an  organized  body  possess- 
ing church  property.  The  building  of 
a  house  of  worship  by  the  Meth- 
odists began  in  1839,  at  which  time  a 
a  frame  edifice  was  erected  on  State  street. 
Valley  Falls,  at  a  cost  of  about  $1,30<J,  having 
about  oOO  seats.  In  1S54  this  church  was  en- 
larged and  remodeled.  In  1870  the  congrega- 
tion became  a  separate  charge.  The  following 
pastors  have  served  this  church  since  its  dis- 
sociation from  the  Pittstown  circuit  :  The  Rev. 
E.  Goss,  1S66  ;  the  Rev.  R.  Cook,  18C7  ;  the  Rev. 
J.  K.  Cheeseman,  l8G7-t)8 ;  the  Rev.  Wm.  J. 
Heath,  the  Rev.  Isaac  McCann.  l'^(W-70  ;  the 
Rev.  H.  Blanchard,  1872 ;  the  Rev.  Andrew  Mc- 
Gilton,  187-3-75;  the  Rev.  IT.  Dunn,  1875-70; 
the  Rev.  B.  M.  Hall,  1 875-70 ;  the  Rev.  D. 
Broucrh,  1876  ;  the  Rev.  G.  C.  Morehouse, 
1877-80  ;  the  Rev.  H.  W.  Slocum,  1880  to  date. 
The  number  of  persons  connected  at  present 
with  the  church  is  159. 

METHODIST   EPIS.;OPAL  CUl  BCH   OF  PrTTSTOW>< 
COKNERS. 

The  Methodist  Kpi.^copal  church  at  Pittstown 
Corners  was  lci:ally  cunstitutta  September  5, 
1843.   At  the  meeting  held  on  that  day  John  M. 


Abbott,  Leonard  Reed  and  Jaint  s  G.  Ji  ftVr.H 
were  elected  trustees.  Shortly  afterwards  a 
small  house  of  worship  was  t  rtTtcd,  and  a  par- 
soua«e  in  1N78.  This  and  tlic  .Methodist  Kpisco- 
pal  churches  at  Hoyntonvillc,  and  at  I'otttr  Hill, 
in  the  town  of  Iloosick,  are  stTvru  by  the  siimr 
pastor. 

NORTH       PITTSTOWN      METHODIST  EPISCOPAL 
CHLRCU. 

The  meeting  house  in  which  the  Methodists 
of  Millertowii,  now  North  Pittstown,  wer*»  ac- 
customed to  hold  divine  services,  was  built 
about  the  year  1842.  In  this  house  of  worship 
a  meeting  was  held  on  Tuesday,  April  8,  1.85(), 
for  the  purpose  of  legally  incorp<jrating  the 
church,  wliich  was  thereafter  to  be  knomi  by 
the  name  of  the  North  Pittstown  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  previously  called  the  Miller- 
town  Methodist  Episcopal  church.  At  this 
meeting  Francis  Ingraham,  John  Conistock, 
John  G.  Davenport,  William  I.  Baucus  and 
Simeon  Lamb  were  elected  trustees.  There  are 
about  100  nauics  on  the  roll  of  membership  of 
this  church. 

METHODIST    EPISCOPAL    CHURCH    AT  liOTNTON- 
VILLE. 

The  incorjioration  of  the  "  Methodist  Episco- 
pal society  at  Boynton,"  which  was  included  in 
the  circuit  with  the  Methodist  church  at  Pvay- 
mertown  was  etTectcd  on  the  16th  of  November. 
18.50.  The  Rev.  Reuben  Washburn  was  then 
pastor  of  the  two  charges.  The  following  per- 
sons were  elected  trustees  of  the  society : 
Erastus  Geer,  William  Bo>Titon,  Benjamin 
Brock,  Wm.  II.  Rowland  and  Kingsley  Slade. 

METHODIST   EPICOPAL  CHLRCH  AT   EAST  PITTS- 
TOWN. 

This  Methodist  society  was  incorporated 
February  18,  1800.  Tlie  congregation  which 
had  been  sometime  i»reviously  ortjanized, 
assembled  on  that  day  in  the  Union  church  in 
which  it  had  been  worshiping,  at  East  Pitts- 
town and  elected  William  P.  Abbott.  John  Rus- 
sell, Hiram  Benson.  Piatt  Sherman.  Parker  H. 
Bosworth,  Benjamin  Street  and  Fletcher  Ward 
as  tjustces  of  the  church.  This  society  pur- 
chased the  meetini:  house  formerly  telongmg 
to  the  Pittstown  L'nion  society,  built  about  the 
year  1820. 

ST.  pall's    PROTESTANT  EPISCOPAL  CHT  RCH  AT 
JOHNSONVILLE. 

The  Protestant  Episcopal  cliurch  at  Johnson- 
ville  was  erected  about  the  year  l.s71.  A  meet- 
ing f(^rthe  purpose  of  having  the  ofUcers  oi  the 
church  a  ctrrporate  body  was  held  on  Novem- 
ber 4.  1872,  In  the  char>cl,  over  which  the  Kev. 
W.  Bogert  Walker,  rector,  presidexl.  George 
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0.  Catlin  and  Charles  J.  Joslin,  church  wardens, 
and  William  A.  Osborn,  Charles  W.  Arrand, 
John  T.  reel,  A.  H.  Johnson,  C.  A.  Banker, 
Thomas  Thomas  and  Orlando  G.  Johnson,  j 
vestrymen,  were  named  totrether  with  the  rector 
to  be  incorporated  as." the  rector,  church  war- 
dens and  vestrymen  of  St.  Paul's  Protestant 
Episcopal  church,"  at  Johnsonville. 

THE  JOHNSONVILLE  KOMAN  CATHOLIC  CUlRCn. 

The  zealous  missionary  work  of  a 
few  Roman  Catholic  priests  was  successful 
about  the  year  1874,  at  Johnson\ille.  in  pather- 
ing  together  a  number  of  believers  in  the  faith  i 
of  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  After  the  dis- 
organization of  St.  Paul's  Protestant  Episcopal 
church  this  congregation  purchased  the  F.pis- 
copal  chapel  and  since  then  have  held  regular 
services  in  it. 

There  is  a  Roman  Catholic  church  a  short  dis- 
tance north  of  Fittstown  Corners. 

PITTSTOWN  CORNERS. 

This  village  contains  about  35  buildings, 
among  which  are  the  Disciples',  the  Baptist 
and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  churches.  The 
school  house  of  district  No.  2  is  in  the  place. 
The  business  of  Pittstown  Corners  is  represent- 
ed by  three  stores,  a  saw-mill  and  a  blacksmith 
shop.  In  lS3fi  it  is  described  as  being  13  miles 
from  Troy,  containing  one  Baptist  church,  two 
stores,  one  tavern  and  about  20  dwellings.  A 
postoflBce  was  established  here  at  a  very  early 
date. 

JOHNSONVILLE. 

John.sonville  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of 
the  Hoosick  river,  on  the  lines  of  the  Troy  and 
Boston  and  the  Boston,  Iloosac  tunnel  and 
Western  railroads,  which  here  connect  ^^ith  the  j 
Johnsonville  and  Green^^^ch  railroad.  The 
place  has  about  000  inhabitants.  In  lS3d  it  is 
described  as  being  19  miles  from  Troy,  a  mile 
northwest  from  the  northern  turnpike,  having 
one  tavern,  three  stores,  one  grist  mill,  one 
saw  mill,  a  woolen  factory  and  about  20  dwel- 
lings. The  number  of  buildings  at  pres- 
ent is  about  100,  of  which  three  arc 
churches,  the  Presbj-terian,  Methcxlijt 
Episcopal  and  the  Roman  Catholic.  There 
are  two  hotels  and  six  stores  in  the  place. 
The  manufacturing  places  and  shops  are  the 
Joh.isonville  axe  manufacturing  company's 
works,  owned  by  Lane  tfc  .Gale  of  Trov,  at 
Which  75  men  are  employed ;  2  grist  mills.'  1 
t):\x  mill,  a  cabinet  maker's  shop,  a  blacksmith  | 
i^hop,  a  tin  shop  and  a  harness  sh<)(>.  The  post- 
office  was  rbtal)lished  in  I'^'jO. 

The  place  was  early  known  as  "the  Lick." 
It  is  said  to  have  derived  its  present  nanis  from 
William  Jolinson,  who  having  built  a  grist  mill 


at  "  the  Lick,"  one  day  surprised  his  neighbors 
by  displaying  the  name  "Johnsonville"  in 
large  K  tttrs  on  tlie  front  wall  of  hi.i  null, 
j  Isaac  M.  Sinjrer,  the  famous  sewing  machine 
invintor,  was  bom  In  the  villuRe  of  Johnson- 
ville. 

Lodge  No.  411,  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fe'lows  has  a  neatly  fitted  up  hall  in  the  pla-  e 

V.\LLEY  FALLS. 

The  villaere  of  Valley  Falls  is  built  on  both 
sides  of  the  Hoosick  river,  the  northern  part 
being  iQ  the  town  of  Schatrhticoke.  It  ha.i 
I  ab(nit  SOO  inhabitants  and  about  KXj  dwellim?s. 
The  one  house  of  worship  is  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church.  There  are  three  hotels  and 
live  stores  in  the  place.  Among  its  manu- 
factories is  a  mos(iuito-net  factory,  a  paper 
mill,  a  mowng  machine  shop,  a  linen  twine 
mill  and  a  flour  mill.  There  is  also  an  iron  fur- 
nace and  three  blacksmith  shops.  It  is  a  sta- 
tion on  the  lines  of  the  Troy  and  Boston  and  the 
Boston,  lloosac  tunnel  and  Western  railroads. 

TOMHANNOCK. 

The  village  of  Tomhannock  is  built  on  Otter 
creek,  a  tributary  of  the  Tomhannock.  Early 
in  the  present  century  it  was  known  as  R  "cd's 
Hollow.  When  the  i)Ostolljce  was  established 
the  place  took  its  pre-ent  name.  In  1^3»i  it  is 
spoken  of  as  Tomhenick  on  the  northern  turn- 
pike, 13  miles  northeast  of  Trov,  having  a  grist 
mill,  a  Presbyterian  and  a  Methodist  Episcopal 
church,  two  taverns,  three  stores  and  alxmt  20 
dwellings.  At  present  there  are  about  r><j  build- 
ings in  it  and  two  churches,  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  and  the  Presbyterian.  A  school 
house  of  district  No.  10  is  in  the  village.  One 
hotel,  three  stores,  two  grist  mills,  a  machine 
shop,  two  blacksmith  shops,  a  harness  shop,  a 
•cooper  shop  and  a  wagonmaker's  shop  em- 
brace the  business  inttrests  of  the  vi41aL;e. 

RAYMEKTOWN. 

The  villatre  of  Raymertown  is  on  the  old 
turnpike  road  leadim;  from  Troy  to  Benning- 
ton and  is  about  10  mih's  from  Troy.  It  con- 
tains about  ;■)()  dwelling's,  amonc:  which  is  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  church,  and  a  .schfx)! 
house  of  district  No.  3.  There  arc  in  the  vi\- 
laire  limits  one  hotel,  two  irrist  mills,  two  flax 
mills,  a  saw  mill,  three  stores  and  three  black- 
smith shops. 

ncn'NTONVILLE. 

The  Tillage  of  Boyntonvillc  ia  in  the  .south- 
I  eastern  part  of  the  town,  and  has  about  Xt 
buildiiiLTs  in  it,  tw»)  of  wliich  are  the  Mciho«list 
Episcopal  and  Christian  churches.  A  s«-hooI- 
house  of  district  No.  1  is  in  the  place.  Tlie 
business  interests  of  the  place  embrace  two 
hotels,  three  stores,  a  harness  shop,  a  tin  shop 
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and  two  blacksmith  shops.  The  nunilKT  of  in-  | 
habitants  is  about  '200.  A  postoftiec  was  estal)-  I 
lished  here  June  21,  1875. 

NORTH  PITTSTOWN.  I 

This  place  was  early  kno\\Ti  as  Millortown.  j 
There  are  about  2<)  houses  in  the  pUiee,  one  of  I 
which  is  the  Methodist  church.    All  of  these 
villages  have  postoflices, 

EAST  PITTSTOW?,-. 

This  name  is  given  to  the  eastern  part  of  the 
to\Mi,  district  No.  15,  where  is  a  Methodist  \ 
Episcopal  church. 


COOKS  noKoro  II. 
This  name  applies  to  a  neij^hborhood  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  town,  where  is  a 
school    house    and   a    Mcthodi.st  Episcopal 
church. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 
THE  TOWN  OF  PETERSBURGH. 

Indian  Attacks  upon  the  Settlers — Farmers  Killed  and  Carried 
INTO  Captivity  —  Proceedings  of  the  First  Town  Meeting  — 
Notes  of  a  Traveling  Missionary  —  Erection  of  Churches  in 
THE  Town  —  The  Villages  Described  —  Population  of  the  Town. 


The  early  settlers  who  dared  to  enter  the 
great  forest-country  north  of  Albany,  in  the 
middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  clearing  the  tree-covered  land  in  «rder 
to  cultivate  it,  were  persons  of  no  common 
courage  and  physical  ability.  ^Vhen  plough- 
ing, sowing  or  reaping  in  the  stumpy  spaces  of 
ground  from  which  their  axes  had  removed  the 
closely  gro^ving  trees,  these  intrepid  pioneers, 
as  a  means  of  self-protection,  always  carried 
their  guns  afield  to  meet  any  sudden  attack  of 
Indians.  Protected  from  observation  as  they 
were  by  the  surrounding  woods,  hostile  bands 
of  savages  often  surprised  and  massacred  these 
industrious  farmers  while  at  work  tilling  the 
virgin  soil  of  the  newly  occupied  territory. 

BORDER  WARF^E. 

In  the  summer  of  1T54  the  few  settlers  of  the 
Hoosick  valley  were  repeatedly  the  victims  of 
many  barbarous  outrages,  peri)etrated  by  In- 
dians from  Canada.  Among  the  bloody  deeds 
committed  by  these  ruthless  savages  was  an  at- 
tack by  day  made  by  a  party  of  Indians  upon 
John  G.  Brimmer  and  his  three  sons,— John. 
George  and  Goi;lfrey,— while  at  work  in  a  field 
of  their  farm  along  the  Hoosick  river,  near  the 
site  of  the  tillage  of  North  Petr-rsburirh.  The 
first  intimation  they  had  of  the  close  proximity 
of  their  unobserved  fix^s  was  the  discovery  of 
a  number  of  Indian  blankets.  The  father  at 
once  hastened  to  his  house  to  defend  its  iu- 
laates,  having  previously  instructed  his  sons  to 
unharness  the  horses  and  follow  him.  While 
t  arrj-ing  out  their  father's  commands  four  ini 
'Uans  made  their  appearance  on  the  bordere  of 
tiie  field.  The  young  men  immediately  grasped 
their  guns  and  prepared  to  defend  themselves. 
In  the  first  exchange  of  shots,  George 
was    killed.     Godfrey,   seeing   his  brotbor 
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fall,  ran  and  hid  behind  a  brush  fence. 
While  thus  concealed  the  Indians  approached 
his  hiding  place.  Just  as  he  was  about  to  tire 
at  them  he  was  discovered  in  the  act,  and  one 
of  the  Indians  exchanged  shots  with  him.  Both 
balls  missed  their  marks.  Godfrey,  seeing 
another  one  of  the  Indians  about  to  fire  at  him, 
dropped  the  butt  of  his  gun  upon  the  ground, 
placed  one  hand  over  the  muzzle  and  extended 
the  other  towards  the  Indian  in  token  of  sur- 
render. One  of  the  Indians  then  seize-d  him  by 
the  collar,  passed  one  of  his  finders  three  tinn^s 
around  Godfrey's  neck,  after  which  he  laid  his 
hand  upon  his  head  signifying  thai  Godfrey  was 
his  prisoner.  John  ficd  to  an  island  in  th*- 
river,  but  the  Indians  threw  stones  at  him  until 
he  was  compelled  to  surrender  himself.  John 
was  IG  years  old,  being  five  years  younger  than 
his  brother  (iodfrey. 

The  Indians  at  once  started  off  with  their 
captives  toward  Canada,  going  by  the  way  of 
Lake  Champlain,  where  they  had  left  their 
boats.  When  they  reached  St.  Johns  they 
were  met  by  about  :J00  other  Indians,  who 
formed  a  circle  around  the  white  men,  and  or- 
dered them  to  sing.  This,  it  is  said,  they  re- 
fused to  do,  although  ordered  a  second  and  j. 
third  time.  This  so  antrered  the  Indians  that 
they  were  about  to  brain  them  with  their  war- 
clubs,  but  at  this  juneture  Godfey  db^covered 
in  the  crowd  of  Indians  one  who  had  once  par- 
taken of  the  hospitalities  of  his  father's  house, 
lie  immediately  spoke  to  the  Indian,  who, 
recotrnizing  him,  interfered  and  saved  the 
prisoners  from  the  dnadful  tortures  which 
the  Indians  wouM  have  infiicted  upon 
them.  They  remained  at  St.  Johns  for  six 
weeks,  and  were  then  sold  as  slaves 
to  the  French.    After  a  hard  term  of  five  yc;u-»' 
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servitude,  they  obtaimd  their  freerlom  on  the 
STirrendcr  of  Quebec  to  tlio  Enirli^h  in  ITni). 
They  iiuiucdiately  started  for  Albany,  but  hv- 
fore  reaching  the  city  they  were  detained  a.s  I 
prisoners  by  the  British  at  Lake  Georj^e.    How-  | 
ever,  in  a  short  time  they  were  released,  and  j 
joined  the  other  members  of  the  family  at  I 
Rhinebeck,  who  had  not  heard  anything  con- 
cerning them  since  the  day  of  their  capture. 

It  is  further  related  that  a  body  of  soldiers 
that  had  been  sent  from  Albany  up  into  the 
Hoosick  valley,  10  days  after  this  attack  upon  ! 
the  settlers  found  the  dead  body  of  (Jeorge  i 
Brimmer,  which  they  buried  by  the  side  of  a 
rock. 

Aiter  the  treaty  between  France  and  Eng- 
land, John  G.  Brimmer,  -uith  his  family,  re- 
occupied  his  deserted  farm,  which  is  still  in  the 
possession  of  his  descendants. 

THE  FIRST  SETTLERS  OF  THE  TOWN. 

On  the  map  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck, 
made  by  Jno.  R.  Bleecker  in  17G7.  the  follo^^ing 
names  of  the  settlers  of  that  part  of  the  county  ; 
of  Rensselaer  now  known  by  the  name  of  the 
town  of  Petersburgh,  appear : 

"West  of  the  little  Iloosick  river  were  the 
houses  of  Peter  Bacbus.  Jobs  Ruyter  and  Henry  '. 
Litcher.    On  the  east  side  that  of  Hans  Bachus.  ! 

Along  the  west  side  of  the  Hoosick  river,  near  i 
the  north  manor  line,  were  the  farms  of  Barent  j 
Hogg  and  Jacob  Best ;  and  near  the  eastern  i 
boundary,  the  house  of  Schoolmaster  Watson,  j 
On  the  east  side  of  the  Hoosick  river  lived  | 
the  following  persons,  takintr  them  in  their  j 
order,  beginning  near  the  north  line  of  the  } 
manor  and  going  southwardly :    Hans  Lant-  | 

man,          Pj-immer.  Jacob  Best,  Petrus  Vos-  j 

burgh,    Bastian   Deel,    Frans    Burn,    Juria  j 

Kreiger,  Henry  Young,  Devoet  and  hereto-  | 

fore  Long  Andries.  | 
Other  settlers  followed  the  above  and  took  [ 
tracts  of  land  for  cultivation.    William  M.  Rey-  I 
nold    in  1780,  came  from  Rhode  Island  ;  Icha-  ! 
bo    '  .  ^er,  from  Vermont ;  in  17'J4,  Asa  and  ; 
T        Maxon  from  Rhode  I.siand  ;  Sterry  Hewitt  | 
.  Connecticut,  Stanton  Bailey  from  the  [ 
ae  state,  Joseph  Allen  from  Rhode  Island, 
oout  1790 ;  William  Hiscok.  from  Riiodt^  Island,  j 
several   years    earlier:   .hinus   ^Veaver  and  : 
Thomas  Phillips  from  the  same  state.  Joshua,  i 
Thomas   and    Benjamin   .Randall,  Abraham  1 
Lewis,  Augu.stus  Lewis,  Oliver  Spencer,  Stephen  j 
Card  and  Sylvanus  Stei)hens  settled  at  an  early  | 
date  at  Lewis's  Hollow.    John  and  Nathani.-!  i 
Church  came  into  the  valley  in  17^0.  Simon 
Odeli  occupied  a  farm  at  Kast  Hollow  shortly 
after  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war.  Jolui 
Green,    Hezckiah    Coon,  Aaron  Cole,  John 


Nichols.  Abel  Russell,  George (iardner.  Jchalk>i 
Irish,  William  Clark.  Lnban  Jones,  Dfi\id  Hij. 
tis.  John  G.  Croy,  .<itephen  Potter  and  Lyman 
Maine  were  also  eariy  settlers. 

This  part  of  the  manor  of  Ren.sselaerwyc'.. 
in  the  county  of  Albany,  was  made  a  part  ct 
the  district  of  StephentowTi  by  the  gi.'nenii 
assembly  March  20,  17^4. 

THE  TOWN  OF  PrTEUSHUUGU  EKECTKI). 

On  the  ISth  of  March,  1791,  the  state  lejds- 
lature  passed ''an  act  for  dividing  the  town> 
therein  mentioned."  Among  its  provisions  i>i 
the  paragraph  respectini;  the  boundary  lines  r.f 
the  town  of  Petersburgh,  erected  by  the  act. 
It  reads  : 

That  from  and  after  the  first  Monday  in  April 
next,  all  that  part  of  the  town  of  Stephentown.  :n 
the  county  of  Ren-^sclaer.  wliich  lies  north  of  alin.- 
to  be  drawn  east  and  wi.st  from  the  sonlh  bound" 
of  Peter  .Seaman's  farm,  until  it  intersects  the 
east  and  west  bounds  of  tiie  said  town  of  Stephen- 
town,  shall  be  and  is  herehy  erected  into  a  d'."- 
tinet  and  separate  town  oythe  name  of  Poter>»- 
burph.  and  that  the  first  town  me»'lintr  of  tli»'  in- 
habitants of  Petersburdi  shall  be  held  at  the  huu<=.' 
of  HezeKiah  Coon,  in  the  said  town. 

The  town  boundary  line  was  changed  on 
January  4,  1793;  parts  of  the  tov.ms  of  B.-rlin 
and  Lansingburgh  were  subtracted  March  -Jl. 
1800  ;  and  parts  of  Grafton  and  Nassau,  March 
20,  1807. 

THE  FIKST  TOWN  OFFCEHS. 

The  proceedings  of  the  first  to\\-n  mectimr. 
held  according  to  the  act  of  the  state  legisla- 
ture, are  thus  recorded  in  the  town  book  : 

At  a  town  meeting  holding  at  the  dwcllins:  bou«e 
of  Ilezekiali  Co"n.  in  r.  tersburL'h.  April  5. 
this  day  voted  Fler^ekiah  Coon.  niodoi;'t<-r :  Jotuv: 
Odell.  supervisor  :  John  Greene,  tC'Wu  clerk  :  Don- 
jamin  Hanks,  l.'andall  Spencer,  John  N:ch<>l<. 
assessors;  Abel  l{usstd!,  Luke  (Jrcene,  M.ittruw 
Randall,  commissioners;  David  Randall,  IIei:.'ki.ili 
Coon.  poorma>ters. 

Voted,  That  the  constables  and  collector  .^h.ill 
procure  sufHcient  bail. 

Voted.  That  there  shall  be  but  two  constables 
for  the  town  of  Petrrsburph  in  the  year  ITHl. 

Stephen  Maxon.  Phineas  Lewis,  constables  and 
^•ollectors ;  Charles  (rreeue,  Abel  Kus»ell.  Heze- 
kiah  Coon,  fence  viewers. 

Voted.  That  sheep  nims  from  the  l.">th  of  Sep- 
tember until  t)ie  l.'jtli  o{  November  be  kept  in  :  if 
the  rams  is  k«>t<-rK(i  out  the  ram  shall  be  forfeited 
to  tlie  poor  of  said  town. 

Voted,  Ccn.iamhi  Ibiriks  and  Ib-zckiah  Toon, 
poundma^ters. 

Voted.  That  w(»Ive.s  c.jfehod  and  killed  in  Peter.H- 
burirh  shall  rec.  ive  a  bounty  of  teti  pou!ids,  to 
paid  in  proiluee. 

Voted.  Th:il  tlie  next  iinuual  t<.wii  n-  .  tiii^  le- 
al Ue/.ekiah  Coon"';         John  (^i'.kknk.  T.  <  ;.Tk 
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CHURCHES. 

This  tovni  has  only  a  small  number  of 
rhurohes.  It  is  said  that  the  tirst  church 
.  nvted  in  this  part  of  the  county  was  by  a 
number  of  Lutherans  about  the  year  179S,  at 
North  Petersburixh.  There  are  no  records  of 
this  religious  society  preserved. 

PETERSBLRGH  BAPTIST  CHI  KCH. 

Some  years  before  there  was  a  small  so- 
ciety of  Baptists  existinir  in  South  Pctorsburgh. 
For  the  purpose  of  complying  with  the  statute 
in  regard  to  the  incorporation  of  religious  so- 
cieties, the  male  members  of  this  congregation 
iissembled  "  at  the  Baptist  meeting-house,  near 
.\aron  "Worthington's,''  on  Monday,  July  S, 
1S"J2,  and  elected  Aaron  Worthington,  James 
Allen,  A.sa  Stillman,  Asa  Maxon,  jr.,  Gardner 
Hiscox,  Walter  P.  Burlingame,  ZebulouScriven, 
Sanford  Hewitt  and  Ebenezer  Kobinsoa  trus- 
tees of  the  Petersburgh  Baptist  church. 

In  1S2S  the  congregation  built  a  house  of 
worship,  which  has  since  been  remodeled. 
The  names  of  most  of  the  pastors  that  have 
sen'ed  this  congregation  are  the  following  r 
The  Kev.  Nathan  Lewis  and  the  Rev.  J.  D. 
Rogers,  IS32  ;  the  Rev.  Asa  H.  Palmer,  1S33 ; 
the  Rev.  Gardner  C.  Tripp,  Ib^-O-oT :  the  Rev. 
Nathan  Lewis,  1S38;  the  Rev.  Ednin  Wescott, 
IS41-42 :  the  Rev.  E.  B.  Crandall.  lS4u-51 ;  the 
Kev.  A.  Waterbury,  ;  the  Rev.  D.  Eldridge. 
lSo2;  the  Rev.  A.  Waterbur>-,  1S56-70  ;  the 
P»ev.  J.  G.  Phillips,  1871-72 ;  the  Rev.  N.  B.  H. 
Gardner,  1873  ;  the  Rev.  G.  H.  Day,  1873  ;  the 
Pev.  N.  C.  Hill,  lS7r>-7() :  the  Rev.  J.  G.  Phillips. 
1877:  the  Rev.  L.  Benedict,  1878,  and  the  Rev. 
G.  \V.  Adams  to  the  present  time. 

PETERSBURGU     FIRST     METHODIST  EriSCOPAL 
CUUKCH. 

The  success  of  the  itinerancy  of  Lorenzo 
Dow  among  the  people  settled  along  the  ea-tern 
limits  of  Rensselaer  county  was  marked  by 
the  organization  of  a  number  of  Methodist 
Kpl-copal  congregations.  This  remarkable 
I'Vungelist  was  induced  in  17U8  to  visit  North 
retcrsburgh  by  the  invitation  of  Daniel  Mchju, 
who  had  heard  Lorenzo  Dow  preach  at  Wil- 
liamstown,  Mass.  The  request  made  by  Dan- 
iel Moon  was  complied  with,  and  Lorenzo 
Dow,  in  company  with  James  Millard  of  Strat- 
ford, Vt.,  preached  to  a  goodly  number  of  per- 
sons assembled  at  Moon's  house. 

By  Dow's  appointment  the  Rev.  Joseph  Saw- 
>•  r,  th.  n  on  the  Pitt.-,iield  circuit,  preached  at 
I'vtcrsburgh  On  one  of  his  visits  to  this  place 
he  discoursed  on  the  barren  fiir  tree,  which  was 
I  he  means  of  the  conversion  of  Ebenezer 
Washburn.    The  latter  was  then  appointed  the 


leader  of  a  class  of  which  his  wife,  John  Pros" 
ser  and  wife  and  John  (i.  Croy  and  wife  wt  T'^ 
members.  From  this  lime  tor  a  number  uf 
years  divine  services  wereheldat  JohuG.  Croy's 
house. 

In  17U'.)  Daniel  Brumley  of  the  Pittslield  cir- 
cuit had  this  society  under  his  charge.  In  1821 
the  name  of  Petersburgh  was  given  to  the  cir- 
cuit. 

This  society  of  Methodists  had  so  greatly 
increased  the  number  of  its  members  that,  in 
1831,  it  built  a  commodious  house  of  worship 
at  North  Petersburgh  at  a  cost  of  sl,(m.  The 
Rev.  C.  B.  Lewis  is  the  present  pastor  of  this 
church  and  of  the  one  in  Petersburgh. 

THE  SOUTH    PETERSBUIJGU    METHODIST  EPISCO- 
PAL CHURCH. 

The  work  of  organizimj  a  Methodist  society 
in  the  south  part  of  the  town  of  Petersburgh 
I  was  begun  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Mitchell  in  I'^W. 
j  He  formed  a  class  of  the  smiill  number  of  new 
;  converts  to  Methodism  and  preached  to  them 
j  at  the  house  of  George  Springer.  This  congre- 
j  gation  grew  rapidly  and  in  1.V20  was  able  to 
I  build  a  house  of  worship  at  South  Petersburgh, 
I  which  is  still  used  by  the  society. 
I  For  the  purpose  of  making  it  an  incorporated 
j  body,  on  Monday,  :March  4,  1822,  a  meeting  of 
;  the  male  members  of  the  church  was  held  at 
I  the  meeting  house  and  the  following  persons 
j  were  elected  "  trustees  of  the  Petersburgh  Hrst 
Methodist  church  "  :  Joshua  Puindall,  Joshua 
Lamb  and  Job  W.  Matteson. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH  OF  PETERSBURGH. 

The  certificate  of  the  incorporation  of  this 
society  recites  that  the  members  of  itassembl' d 
at  the  place  wherein  tlu-y  had  statedly  met 
upon  Sundays  for  divine  worship,  on  the  loth 
of  September,  1855,  at  9  o'clock  in  the  forenoon 
j  and  had  there  elected,  according  to  the  notice 
i  previously  given,  the  following  trustees  of  "a 
I  religious  society  denominationally  called  Chris- 
i  tians  and  nothing  but  Christians  to  tin;  exrlu- 
I  sion  of  all  names  of  faction  and  ptirty  or  of  any 
j  addition  thereto  in  Petersburgh  and  Grafton": 
'  Elijah  Reynolds,  Ebenezer  Stephens,  Aaron 
!  Worthington,  .Martin  T.   Brown.  Orlando  D. 
I  Thurber  and    Elijah    S.    Randall.     In  1M3 
I  the  erection  of    a  hoUbC  of    worship  was 
I  begun,  but  the  building  was  not  tini.^hed  until 
i  18ol>.    The  pastors  of  the  church  have  success- 
I  ively  been  the  following:  The  Revs.  Samuel 
'  F.  Dreter,  R.  D.  llawes.  Thomas  Taylor,  H.  B. 
'   Haii^ht,   James   Sunimcrville,    James  Hayes, 
!  John  .M.  Woodward  and  J<>scph  W.  Stearns, 
j     The  names  on  the  roll  of  the  merabcrsiiip  of 
this  society  number  105. 
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THE  TOW->-  IN  1802. 

When  in  1799  the  buildin-  of  the  public  road 
from  the  village  of  Bath-on-the-Hudson  to  Wil- 
liamstown  was  in  contemplation,  the  comrius- 
sioncrs,  David  Fonda,  James  Maine,  John  E. 
Van  Alen  and  David  Gray,  pave  notice  that  a 
book  for  recording  subscriptions  to  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Eastern  turnpike  company  was 
opened  at  the  house  of  James  Maine,  in  Peters- 
burgh. 

The  Rev.  John  Taylor,  a  traveling  missionarj-, 
thus  wrote  in  his  diary  of  his  observations  in 
the  town  of  Petersburgh  in  1S02  : 

July  22.  Left  Williamstown  about  8  o'clock, 
took  the  road  to  Albany  across  the  mountains,  on 
the  ground  of  the  proposed  turnpike.  After  pass- 
ing a  high  mountain,  came  into  a  valley  and  into 
the  town  of  Petersburgh,  iu  ye  state  of  New  York. 
This  town  contains  aboui  2,903  inhabitants.  There 
are  two  churches  of  pedo-Baptists  and  one  of 
Saturday  Baptists.  After  passing  m  tiiis  valley 
about  3  miles,  I  rose  anotlier  mountaiu  aud  for  10 
miles  found  a  most  intolerable  road. 

NORTH  PETERSBLTROH.  ; 

This  village  was  the  earliest  settlement  in  this 
part  of  the  county  of  Rensselaer.  In  1S30  it 
was  known  by  the  name  of  Petersburgh  Cor- 
ners, at  the  junction  of  the  Little  Hoosick 
creek  with  the  Hoosick  river.  It  then  contained 
a  tavern,  two  stores,  one  Methodist  church  and 
16  dwellings.  It  is  33  miles  northeast  of 
Albany  and  27  miles  from  Troy,  The  village  at 
present  has  about  300  inhabitants.  About  25 
buildings  make  up  the  place.  There  is  one 
church,  two  hotels,  one  store,  a  blacksmith 
shop  and  a  wagonmaker's  shop  in  the  village. 
It  is  a  station  on  the  Harlem  Extension  railroad. 
A  postoffice  was  established  at  this  point  about 
50  years  ago. 


SOUTH  PETERSBUROn. 

This  place  was  early  known  as  Renssehu  r'- 
mills.  It  is  situated  on  the  Little  Hoosick  riv.  r 
on  the  Harlem  extension  railroad.  In  ISiit)  it  i.> 
referre  d  to  as  being  20  miles  east  from  Trf)y. 
having  "a  grist,  saw,  oil,  carding  and  dofh 
dresslTig  mills,  three  stores,  one  tavern,  on«.- 
Methodist  and  one  Baptist  church,  and  "Jij 
dwellings."  As  a  post  village  it  bears  tin- 
same  name  as  the  town  in  which  it  is  situated. 
There  are  at  present  80  dwellings  in  Souili 
Petersburgh,  which  has  a  population  of  aboiu 
300  persons.  There  are  three  churches,  four 
hotels  and  six  stores  in  the  place.  Its  manu 
facturing  interests  embrace  three  shirt  manu- 
factories, a  shoe  factor>-,  a  machine  shop,  thrt-e 
blacksmith  shops,  a  wagon  maker's  shop  and  a 
cabinet  making  shop.  About  the  year  1n:2.">  u 
postoffice  was  established  at  this  point.  Star 
lodge  No.  670,  F.  and  A.  M.,  was  cstablish^-d 
about  1861.  The  lodge  has  a  neatly  fltted-up 
hall  in  the  village  and  numbers  over  50  mem- 
bers. 

STILLMAN  VILLAGE. 

This  name  is  applied  to  a  neit?hborhood  some 
distance  west  of  South  Petersburgh.  The 
milling  interests  at  this  point  are  of  some  im- 
portance. 

Several  other  neighborhoods  in  the  town  are 
distinguished  by  the  names  of  "  Fast  Hollow," 
"  Hell  Hollow  "  and  "  The  Kitchen." 


POPCLATION  OF  TDK  TOWX. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

THE   TOWN   OF  BRUNSWICK. 

The  First  Farms  Along  the  Poesten  and  Quacken  Kills  — Beaver 
Dams  Built  in  these  Streams  —  Manufacture  of  Black  Salts  — 
The  Outrages  of  the  Royalists  —  The  First  Town  Officers  — 
An  Old  Kerkenording  —  The  Erection  of  Churches— The  Vil- 
lages OF  the  Town — Population. 


That  portion  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck 
lying  immediately  east  of  the  territory  now  the 
site  of  the  city  of  Troy  was  occupied  by  a  num- 
ber of  settlers  as  early  as  the  year  17'20.  The 
farm  of  Derick  Van  der  Heyden  at  that  time 
extended  from  the  Hudson  river  eastwardly  to 
the  west  side  of  the  land  of  Albert  Bratt.  The 
latter's  property  embraced  the  extensive  plateau 
of  ground  on  the  eastern  range  of  high  lands, 
beginning  at  the  old  mill  on  the  Poesten  kill 
southwest  of  Ida  falls  and  continuing  to  the 
woods  east  of  Meadow  creek,  a  stream  which 
emptied  into  the  Hudson  a  little  north  of  the 
old  Hoosick  road.  The  farm  house  of  Albert 
Bratt  was  on  the  north  side  of  the  road  running 
eastwardly  over  the  hill  from  Van  der  Hoyden's 
ferry,  afterwards  the  home  of  Barent  Bratt. 

THE  NAJMES  OF  OTUER  EARLY  SETTLEBS, 

The  names  given  on  the  map  of  the  manor  of 
Rensselaerwyck,  made  by  Jon  K.  Blocker  in 
1707,  designate  other  early  settlors  who  had 
secured  land  fi-om  the  patroon  by  lease.  On 
the  south  side  of  the  road  loading  to  Van  der 
Heyden's  ferr>',  not  far  south  of  the  farm  of 
Barent  Bratt,  lived  Wilhelmus  Smith,  and  south- 
ward of  his  farm,  on  the  south  side  of  the  Poes- 
tenkill,  Peter  Fonda.  Very  near  the  site  of 
^Mnne's  hotel,  on  Oakwood  avenue,  was  the 
homestead  of  Lavinus  Winne.  A  short  dis- 
tance to  the  northeast  of  the  latter  was  the 
dwelling  of  Henry  Van  Arnem.  Northward 
were  the  farms  of  Peter  Jloewey  and  KofxTt 
Wendell.  Adam  Beem  and  Frans  Hogg  had 
f.irins  northwest  of  the  boaver  dam.  David 
Htnn  and  Molg^rt  Fret  northoast  of  it,  along 
the  west  side  of  the  ferry  road.  West  of  the 
drowned  land,  Verdrunktu  lout,  were  the^farms 


j  of  Hans  Muller  and  Jacob  Quackenboss.  X( 
i  of  the  drowned  laud  lived  Hans  Hcjiit-r. 


)rth 


THE  HOME  OF  THD  BEAVEK, 

Among  the  places  frequented  by  the  l^eavor 
when  the  Dutch  first  established  a  trading  po.-t 
at  Fort  Orange  were  the  Poesten  kill  and  its 
tributary  streams,  A  number  of  well-prosorved 
dams  thrown  up  by  these  furred  animals  woro 
still  visible  in  the  town  of  Brunsvrick  at  the  bo- 
ginning  of  the  present  century.  It  was  aloiv^ 
those  water  courses  that  the  Mohegan  Indians 
had  trapped  the  beavers,  the  skins  of  whi<  li 
they  exchanged  for  small  tritles  with  Ib-nry 
IIudson,when  in  liW.),  this  famous  Fnclisli  navi- 
gator explored  the  river  which  now  hears  his 
name,  as  far  as  its  conlluonce  with  tho  .Mohawk. 

BLACK  SALTS,  POT  AND  I'EARL  ASH. 

Besides  the  products  of  their  farms  the  early, 
settlors  of  the  upper  Hudson  sold  to  manufai.-- 
turers  of  pot  and  pearl  ash  in  Troy  and  Albany 
the  ashes  of  the  grot-n  wc^od,  especially  that  of 
oak,  which  they  obtam<.cl  by  burnint;  the  nou- 
resinous  trees  of  the  groat  forests  which  sur- 
rounded tht'ir  cultivated  land.  The  farmers  of 
the  town  of  Brunswick  wrre  first  induced  to 
bring  their  ashes  to  Vander  Hoyden's  ferry  in 
1787,  when  Benjamin  Thurbor  built  his  potash- 
ory  near  the  forks  of  the  Hoosick  and  River 
roads,  and  advertised  that  he  '"continues  to 
receive  ashes,  as  usual,  to  supply  bis  new 
erected  pot  and  pearl  a.sh  factory,  and  will 
pearl  blaok  salts  in  the  best  manner  on  e(iuit,v- 
ble  terms  ;  and  wiU  give  the  highest  price  fur 
blaok  salts.''   

When  Duke  de  la  Kochefoucpul'-Lianooiirt 
visited  Troy,  in  17U.">,  and  mcntiDr.ed  in  hLs  de- 
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scription  of  ihe.  new  settlement  its  potiisli 
•vvoiks,  tb-.u  b'.  loDL'int,'  to  Tm  Eyek  and  Pawling, 
he  further -VNTote: 

I  shall  here  insert  such  information  as  I  have 
collected  on  the  manner  of  prenarinir  this  salt  ! 
which  is  f,'f.neral!\-  ohserved  in  thv  United  states. 
This  alkaline  .-alt  is  extracted  from  commtJii  ashes  I 
after  they  have  been,  previously  purified  from  all  ! 
heterosrtnous  matter.   It  is  obtained  by  solution  I 
and  evaporation.   Larjre  tubs  with  double  hot-  i 
toms  are  filled  with  ashes :  the  upi)eimost  bottom,  j 
which  eontains  several  holes,  is  covered  with  j 
ashes,  about  10  or  11  inches  deep,  while  the  under  j 
part  of  the  tub  is  filled  with  straw  or  hay.  j 
Water  beic?  poured  over  the  ashes  extracts 
the    particles    of    salt    and    dischar-es    all  | 
the  hetero^^enous  matter,   which  it  may  yet 
contain  on  the  layer  of  hay  or  straw.   The  lye  is 
drawn  off  by  means  of  a  cock,  and  if  it  should  not 
yet  have  attained  a  suflicient  decree  of  sireiiirth' 
it  is  poured  a<,'ain  over  the  ashes.   The  lye  is 
deemed  sufficiently  strou?  when  an  eirj  s%vims  on 
it.  This  lye  is  afterwards  boUed  in  large  cauldrons, 
which  are  constantly  filled  out  of  other  cauldrcuis  ' 
in  wiiich  lye  is  likewise  boilins:.  Then  the  lye  be_'ia3  ' 
to  thicken  in  the  cauldron  until  all  the  aciueous  | 
particles  are  separated  and  the  whole  is  com-  | 
pletely  inspissated  and  eudurated.   This  salt  is  of  j 
a  black  color  and  called  black  potash.   *   *   *  i 
The  process  of  preparing  the  potash  requires  more  j 
or  less  time,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  ashes  I 
and  the  lye,  and  to  the  degree  of  strength  of  the  I 
latter;  the  medium  time  is  24  hours.   *   *   *  | 
By    a    genei-al    estimate,    from    500    to    COO  1 
bushels    of    ashes    >ield    a    ton  of    potash,  j 
***   Pearl  ash  is  potash  purified  by  calcination.  , 
To  this  end  the  potash  is  put  into  a  kiln  con-  i 
structed  in  an  oval  tovm  of  plaster  of  Paris :  tlie  : 
inside  of  which  being  made  otherwise  perfectly  i 
close,  is  horizontally  intersected  by  an  iron  grate,  1 
on  which  the  potash  is  placed.   Under  this  grate  a  | 
f5re  is  made,  and  the  heat  reverberated  by  the  . 
arched  upper  part  »^>f  the  kiln  completes  the  cal-  j 
cination.  and  converts  the  pota'^h  into  pearlash.  1 
*   *   *   The  process  of  calcination  lasts  about  an  | 
hour.    •   *   *   Altnou2:h  pearlash  is  less  liable  to  j 
deliquate  by  the  air  than  potash,  yet  the  barrels  in  i 
which  it  is  packed  are  of  the  same  sort  and  ! 
structure  as  those  in  which  the  latter  salt  is  bar-  j 
reled.   They  contain  from      to  :J00  lbs.   r,oth  are  j 
sold  by  tons.   They  must  be  duly  inspected  by  the  | 
public  searchers. 

TORYISM  K.OirANT.  j 

Peculiar  to  this  portion  of  the  manor  of  Kens-  ; 

selacrwj'ck  a  ^Tcat  number  of  the  earlier  settlers  . 

were  G<?rmans.    Whvn  Ikiriroyiie  invaded  the  j 

province  of  New  York,  in  the  summer  of  1777,  ; 
nmny  of  tlx-m,  on  account  of  tlicir  national  re- 
lutionshi[)  to  the  Hessians,  hired  by  IJritish 

ni(>n<  y  to  take  an  armed  and  ortVn-^ive  part  ; 

agaiii.'.t  the  Ami-' 'cans,  manifested  e.xtnine  j 

partisansh^n  t-nva-  l  tlic  royal  cuu.-^e,  which  | 
noon  stirred  up  auiong  the  patriotic  supporters 


of  the  continental  rebellion  considerable  ill-wiil. 
(.)n  the  ('"oser  approach  of  the  En^Hi^h  force- 
many  of  the  loyal  farmera  lied  to  Albany, 
and  the  royaiists,  believing  that  the  Ei:gli>h 
crown  was  about  to  compier  the  rebellious 
Americans,  conunittcd  many  transgressions, 
both  in  the  way  of  personal  insults,  ai>propri- 
ation  and  despoilation  of  property.  It  is  re- 
lated that  Abner  Roberts,  who  belonged  to  ti.t- 
army  of  the  North,  was  waylaid,  murdered  and 
scalped  on  the  old  Iloosick  road,  a  short  dis- 
tance from  Troy,  by  the  Tories  as  they  were 
colled.  When,  however,  Burgoyne  wa.s  forctMl 
to  surrender  to  Gates  at  old  Saratoga,  (Schuy- 
lerville),  these  royalists  were  forced  to  flee  to 
Canada,  from  whicli  they  never  dared  to  return 
to  enter  again  into  the  possession  of  their  de- 
serted farms. 

TOWN  OF  BRl-^SWICK  ERECTED. 

By  an  act  to  divide  the  towns  of  Troy  an-1 
Peter-sburgh,  in  the  countv  of  Ren.sselaer." 
passed  by  the  state  legislature  March  "JO,  IS^'7. 
the  town  of  Brunswick  was  erected.  Tlie 
boundary  lines  of  the  tovira  are  thus  given  : 

All  that  part  of  the  present  town  of  Tn)y. 
bounded  on  the  west  by  the  towns  of  Lansiug- 
burgh  and  Troy  aftiresaid.  and  on  the  east  by  a  line 
to  commence  on  the  north  line  of  said  [town  of] 
Troy,  seven  miles  and  oue-third  of  a  mile  east  of 
the  southeast  corner  of  the  town  of  Lansinc- 
burgh  ;  thence  southerly  in  a  strai^lit  direction  t  > 
intersect- the  north  line  of  the  town  of  Greenbu-li. 
seven  miles  and  one-third  of  a  mile  east  of  tli*- 
southeast  corner  of  the  town  of  Troy,  shall  bt^  a 
separate  town  by  the  name  of  Brunswick  :  and  the 
first  towm  nieeting  siiall  be  held  at  the  dwelliag 
house  of  Nathan  Detts. 

A  portion  of  the  town  was  added  to  the  town 
of  Troy  April  15,  1S14. 

THK  riKsT  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

In  accordance  with  the  act  of  the  legi.slature 
the  first  town  mectincr  was  held  on  the  tir?t 
Tuesday  in  April,  1M)7,  at  the  house  of  Nathan 
Bett.s,  inn  holder,  Robert  McChesney.  Daniel 
Wagar  and  John  .\Ic.Manus,  presiding  justic-.s. 
The  following  persons  were  elected  t(nvn 
ofijcers  : 

Supervisor.  ITores  Banckcr  ;  town  clerk.  Dani' 1 
WaL'ar;  as.ses..nrs.  south-va-t  district.  Dai;iel 
Simmons,  u<.rth-east  district,  cilbert  Alex- 
ander, w  estern  district,  Levinus  Levers-ee : 
collector.  IJariiard  J.  V.  airar ;  overseer-*  uf  the 
poor.  Daniel  Simmons.  Augustus  I'.urdiek ;  com- 
missi..ners  of  '.lii-'hways.  Au.;.'U>tus  Durdick.  J<  h!» 
Fiikiu-.  Isaac-  liueklin:  constab'es,  ThoiiuiS  iJeti-. 
c;.  Y.  Coewey,  ,lohn  Kilkiris.  Jolm  Wilsou.  Andrew 
M>ers,  Daniel  Kiser.  Barnard  .F.  Wagar,  Abnt-r 
Roberts;  fence  viewers.  John  Wheeler,  lredeii<  k 
Myers,  John  Wagar,  Jolin  P.  (;oewey,  John  U- 
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Shaver;  pound  masters,  (lilbort  J.  Tnivrrs.  Hiram  I 
Clowes;    commissioners    of    crho'.i^.    Itolxnt  ! 
MiChesney,  Floras  Bancker.  LmitiuoI    llawk-y  ;  j 
overseers  of  hiirhway?.  Abraham  IJubi-rt--.  Nithan  | 
Hetts,  Georprc  Briist,  Isaac  Filkins.  Coori^o  ('ii)iH  r-  | 
ly,  Daniel  Van  Pclr,  E.'n:iamin_I>r.'\vster.  John 
Dk-k,  Jacob  J.  Was^ar.  Willi  ua  "  smith.  'Walt(;r 
>k:('besnoy,  Michael  Philips.  Philip  II.  Coonradt, 
Henry  Coonradt.  Cornelius  Dubois,  Lemuel  Haw- 
ley  and  Moses  Dusenbury. 

OILEAD    ETANGELIC-VL    LUTnr.RAX    CIIURCU  AT 
CENTEB  BKl."S'S\VirK. 

The  first  relicrious  society  orizanized  in  this 
part  of  the  manor  of 'Rcnssclaerwyck  vas  one 
known  as  the  conqrregation  of  the  Crilcad  Lu- 
theran church.    In  the    kerkenordin;?''  or  con- 
stitution of  this  congregation,  ITTf",  it  is  stated 
that  a  log  jjhurch  had  been  built  about  the 
year  1757,  where  now  is  the  village  of  Hayner- 
yillc.   The  erection  of  a  second  church  was  be- 
gun in  1777,  because  the  memb.-r?  were  fearful 
that  the  old  edifice  •'  might  fall  dov\-n  and  kill*'  j 
them.    It  is  said  that  the  first  nastor  of  the  j 
church  on  account  of  his  changed  views  of 
church  polity   joined   the   church  of  Eng- 
land.   The   Kcv.    Samuel    Schwerdfeger.  in 
176-S,    was    called    from    Frederick,  Md., 
to  the  pastorate    of   the    Giload  Lutheran 
church,  in  which  office  he  remained  for  24 
years.   While  he  served  this  congregation  the 
members  were  divided  into  two  parties,  one 
favoring  the  revolutionary  acts  of  the  people 
of  America  and  the  other  espousing  the  royal 
cause.    No  little  anarchy  existed  at  this  time  in 
this  society,  and  the  denomination  suffered 
very  much  from  local  disturbances.    The  frame 
church  building,  the  erection  of  which  began 
in  1777,  was  nor  finished  until  17'?:S.    This  sec- 
ond house  of  worship  \yr:s  buiU.  between  the 
old  log  church  and  the  burial  ground.  Samuel 
Collaraer  is  said  to  have  done  sotne  of  the  car- 
penter work  of  the  new  church.   John  Barnett, 
Jacob  Wager,  jr..  Casner  Frats  and  Sebastian 
Lohnis  were  then  the  clmrch  council.  The 
patroon,  it  is  said.  pres(  ntcd  to  the  contrrega- 
tion  as  a  free  gift  114  acres  of  land,  a  part  of 
which  was  occupied  by  the  two  church  sites 
and  the  burial  ground.    The  first  church  and 
parsonase  grounds  are  now  the  property  of 
Charles  Mickel.  The  present  church  is  situated 
about  a  mile  west  of  Cropseyvilh^  and  east  of 
Brunswick  Centre. 

The  certificate  of  incorporation,  filed  in  the 
K«msselaer  county  clerk's  otiicc.  states  that  at 
a  meetimr  of  the  members  of  the  com;re-:iiion, 
h.  kl  on  the  ir.th  of  .Tune.  UWK  at  th-nr  meeting 
house  called  (itlead  in  Kenssehi'-rwyck.  Hastian 
l.ohnis.  John  Hanor  and  John  (iodfrey  KnauiT 
wvre  elected  trusters  of  th--  clmr.  h.    To  tliis 


document  Nicholas  Bonesteel  and  All)ortus 
Seymour,  as  elders  and  church  wardt  n-^,  set 
their  hands  and  seals  on  the  -l>t  of  July.  17'.»<). 
Among  the  early  memlnTs  of  the  church  wen- : 
John  Burnett.  Johannes  Bergman,  Cliristoplu  r 
B.'ckman,  All)ert  Bratt,  Jacob  Bratt.  Jani.^-^. 
John  and  Thomas  Burnside,  Jacob  Cipperly, 
Heiruich  Conrad.  Ilt  nry  arul  Johannes  Dadt'r. 
Fiiilip  and  Andori  Dt-rk,  Joliii  Fcrgi.son,  John 
Gerhard,  Ileinrich  Gross,  John  Gunthcr,  Con- 
rad and  Johannes  Hainer.  Abraham  Kuntz. 
George  Kloekncr,  Petrus  Loose,  John  McChc-- 
ney,  Duncan  McMullen,  Adam  Ostrander, 
Bernhard  P</.ak.  Abn«'r  and  Abraham  RobtTts. 
Laurentius  Schneider.  Jacob  Schmidt,  Johannes 
Straub,  Wilhelm  Van  Alstyne.  Hermanns  Van 
Buohren,  Jacob  Waeger,  Petrus  and  Laurentius 
Weiderwaks. 

In  1817  a  third  church  edifice  was  orecttNl. 
and  on  its  site  a  new  church  was  built  at  a  cost 
of  sl.?,000  in  ISC'). 

The  pastors  who  have  successively  sen-ed 
this  congregation  are  the  following  :  The  Rev. 
Samuel  Schwerdfeger,  176S-'.t-2  ;  the  Rev.  Fred- 
erick Meier,  17*.)l-l/4 ;  the  Rev.  George  Seie- 
nuind  Liebich,  1794-95 ;  the  Rev.  George  Jo- 
seph Wichterman,  17s)5-lS01 ;  the  Rev.  Anthon 
Theodore  Braun.  1802-12  :  the  Rov.  John  Bach- 
man.  D.  D.,  LL.D.,  1S14-1.5;  the  Rev.  John 
Molt  her,  1S15-10  ;  the  Rev.  William  McCp.rthy, 
lSKV-21 ;  the  Rev.  John  R.  Goodman,  l'«2l-2S  ; 
the  Rev.  Jacob  L.  Senderlimr.  D.  D..  I'^JS-o:: : 
the  Rev.  David  Kline.  1S5;M;4  :  the  Rev.  Pbilii) 
A.  Stroebel,  ISiJl-^S  ;  the  Rev.  P.  M.  Ri-htmyer, 
1SI>S-71 ;  the  Rev.  Alonzo  P.  Ludden,  1^7l-7.j  ; 
the  Rev.  J.  Nelson  Barnett.  lS7.>-^0. 

The  present  roll  of  the  membership  of  ti)is 
flourishing  chiuch  contains  about  L3")0  luimes. 

!    FIIi.-T   nri:.-BYTEUIAN    (  ItrKCH  OF  rRl'NSWRK. 

!  Through  the  zealous  interest  of  the  Rev. 
!  Jonas  Coe  of  the  Fir.-t  Prrsbytcrian  church  of 
I  Troy  the  first  Presbyterian  so»Mcty  of  Brunswick 
I  v.'as  organized.  At  a  nieetiucr  held  on  the  11th 
of  June,  1S09,  over  which  he  presided,  the  fol- 
j  lowing  resolutions  were  passed : 

I  /7r,>^  That  hH  jiroper  nir:i<>urrs  bo  adopt»^l  a*? 
i  speedily  as  possible  to  obtain  the  proachin?  of  th« 
I  gospel  in  this  town  in  the  Kr._'lish  lan^ua^e.  in  a 
1  reu'ular  and  stat<-d  mani:.'r,  as  we  have  already 

lived  too  Ion?  witliout  it. 
j      Strnnd—Iii.i'olrid,  Tl.at  FnnifLs  Collison.  K«'nbcn 

M-M-riman.  Hiram  Clowes,  William  IlidwrlL  S.imurl 
'  De  La  Mater  and  John  Fdkins  l>o  appointed  u  oom- 
I  mitt^e  f<'r  ni'-im:  fun<Is  and  i)roeurins  a  preachrr 
'  as  s'l.in  as  coMVt>nirnt.  and  th'-y  are  autlioii/.ed  »«» 
I  tre  it  with  t')f  Tfev.  J.-hn  K<  ys  f>f  Sand  Lake  and 
I  with  the  trustees  r)f  that  con^rrr^ation  for  on<'- 
;  fourth  of  his  iin>e  to  be  uppropriatc<l  here  -h<'Ul<I 

lie  be  :  i-ttled  there. 
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A  sabscription  paper  was  then  circulated 
which  read  as  follows  : 

We,  the  sabscrihers  in  the  town  of  Brunswick. 
in  the  county  of  llenssolaer,  btMnir  desirous  of 
havine:  the  Gospel  of  Clirist  preaclicd  aDion-  us, 
do  hereby  promise  to  pay  to  Francis  Collison! 
Reuben  Merriaian,  Hiram  .Clowes,  William  Hid- 
well,  Samuel  De  La  Mater  and  John  Filkins  the 
several  sums  annexed  to  our  respective  names 
yearly,  for  the  term  of  five  years,  in  quarterly  pay- 
ments for  the  Rev.  John  Keys,  to  preach  one- 
fourth  part  of  the  time  for  the  said  term  of  five 
years  in  the  town  of  Brunswick,  at  such  place  or 
places  as  a  majority  of  the  subscribers  shall  deem 
proper  in  said  town,  or  on  the  borders  of  adjoin- 
ing towns. 

This  paper,  it  is  said,  bears  the  signatures  of 
63  persons,  the  total  amount  subscrii)ed  beinpr 
?1 15.37,  the  largest  subscription  written  was 
$S  and  the  smallest  37  cents,  made  "  by  the 
\\idow." 

At  a  meeting  held  September  2.5,  1S09,  it  was 
determined  that  meetinsrs  should  be  held  on 
Sundays,  in  the  school  house  near  the  residence 
of  Matthias  Abbott.  It  was  in  this  building 
that  the  Rev.  John  Keys  began  his  ministry,  in 
this  pastorate  in  the  fall  of  1809. 

In  the  following  year  on  the  23d  of  July,  1810, 
a  meeting  was  held  '*  at  the  usual  place  of  pub- 
lic worship  in  the  vicinity  of  Matthias  Ab- 
bott's "  house,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  trus- 
tees for  incorporating  the  congregation,  which 
was  to  be  distinguished  by  the  name  of  the 
"First  Presb^-terian  society  of  Brunswick.''  I 
The  trustees  elected  were  William  Bidwell, 
Matthias  Abbott,  Walter  McChesney,  James 
Cox,  jr.,  and  Francis  Collison. 

About  the  beginning  of  the  year  1S12  the 
erection  of  a  frame  house  of  worship  was  be^ 
gun  upon  ground  offered  to  the  congregation 
by  Matthias  Abbott,  at  the  meeting  held  in 
July,  ISIO.  William  Bidwell  having  taken  the 
contract  of  building  the  church,  so  far  com- 
pleted it  that  on  Sunday,  June  21,  1812,  the 
Rev.  John  Keys  preached  for  the  first  time  in 
the  pnlpitless  building  to  a  large  congregation. 
The  edifice  was  tinished  early  in  the  year  1813, 
at  a  cost  of  about  $1,500.  Shortly  after  the  Rev. 
John  Keys  ended  his  connection  with  the  so- 
ciety,. May  1,  1813,  the  church  became  disori:an- 
ized.  A  reorganization,  however,  was  effected  on 
Thurs^Iay,  July  11,  1810,  when  17  persons  hav- 
ing certificates  of  dismissal  from  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  of  Troy,  elected  John  Hut- 
ton,  J.  B.  Goodrich  and  John  Abbott,  ruling 
elders.  The  Kev,  John  Younglove,  who  luul 
for  several  months  [)reviou.-;ly  been  fillmi,'  the 
vacant  pulpit  of  the  church,  was  called  to  the 
pastorship.   In  this  office  he  continued  until  De- 


cember 29,  1827,  when  he  died  suddenly  of  h-art 
disease. 

The  second  ccrtiiicatc  of  incorporation  of  th; , 
church  is  dated  April  9,  Ib^T),  at  which  tim.- 
the  following  persons  were  elected  trustees  oi 
''the  First  Presbyterian  conprn-gation  of  tli.- 
town  of  Brunswick:"  Philip  M.  Coous,  Philip 
P.  Dater,  (ieorge  Derrick,  Valentino  Cropscy, 
John  H.  Lansing  and  Walter  McChesney. 

This  congregation,  throuprh  the  generosity  of 
the  patroon,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  cam*, 
into  possession  of  25  acres  of  land,  together 
with  a  suitable  building  for  a  parsonage,  June 
23,  1833,  the  date  of  the  deed. 

In  1801  the  work  of  remodeling  the  old  house 
of  worsliip  was  begun.  When  it  was  com- 
pleted in  1803,  the  expense  incurred  was  report- 
ed to  be  $2,583.88.  The  church  is  about  on^ 
mile  south  of  Cropseyville.  The  pastors  who 
served  the  congreiration  after  the  death  of  the 
Rev.  John  Younglove  were  the  Rev.  John  Clay- 
ton, 1829-1830;  the  Rev.  Leonard  Johnson. 
1830-32;  the  Rev.  Gardner  Hayden,  1834-4'.>; 
the  Rev.  Joseph  E.  Lamb,  1852-58  ;  the  Kev. 
Samuel  M.  Wood,  18C0-7G  ;  the  Rev.  J.  V.  (Jris- 
wold,  1870  to  date. 

The  present  membership  of  this  church  em- 
braces about  110  persons. 

METUODIST     EPISCOPAL    SOCIETY    OF  CENTLK 
BRUNSWICK. 

The  first  Methodist  society  organized  in  th- 
I  town  of  Brunswick  was  formed  about  the  year 
1S^j4.  This  body  for  the  purpose  of  incorpora- 
tion, held  a  meeting  on  February  2,  1835,  at  tie- 
dwelling  house  of  David  Files,  where  they  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  assembling  for  divine 
worship,  and  elected  David  Files,  Martin  M. 
Ilayner,  Joseph  Cleaveland,  Jacob  E.  Ai'an> 
and  Hiram  Van  Pelt  trustees  of  "  the  Mcthoili-t 
Episcopal  society  in  the  town  of  Brunswick.  " 
The  first  house  of  worshij)  was  erected  durinc 
the  summer  of  18:35,  on  the  Stone  road,  four  and 
one-half  miles  from  Troy.  This  frame  buildin:; 
was  dedicated  in  December  18:55,  the  Rev.  Buel 
Goodsell,  presidimr  elder  of  the  Troy  district, 
preachimr  the  first  sermon  and  the  Rev.  Noah 
Levings  the  second  on  that  day.  The  buildini; 
was  erected  at  an  expense  of  *1, 898.50.  In  li-'-O 
it  was  renjodeled. 

The  following  ministers  have  been  pastor.s 
this  church  :     The  Rev.  Charies  Ponieroy. 
lS:i<5-;}7;  the  Rev.  P.  .M.  Hitchcock,  1K:>S;  the 
Rev.  D.  Starks,  lS?'.>-40;  the  Rev.  D.  Stevcn.s 
1^11 ;  the  Rev.  Asa  C.  Hand,  1842  ;  the  Rev.  J. 
F.  Crai^T.  184:3-}4  ;  the  Rev.  Win.  M.  Frazcr. 
I  is.l5-lt;;  the  Rev.  John  Grav.'.«?,  1^47-4^  ;  the 
j  Rev.  Charies  Devol.  1849;  the  Rev.  M.  \Vit::'  r- 
'  ill,  185<J;  the  Rev.  S.  Tubbs,  1851-52  ;  tiiC  Jlev. 
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John  Chase,  lS53-o4 ;  the  Rev.  Wm.  Smith, 
l!5o5-5() ;  the  Rev.  Jos^eph  Eanies,  1S;57-5S  ;  the 
Ktv.  n.  Chase,  ISO'J-Go ;  the  Rev.  David  Os- 
f^ood,  18Gl-(i:2 ;  the  Rev.  C.  Meeker,  1803-435 ; 
the  Rev.  Louis  N.  Beaucky,  1S0G-<5S  ;  the  Rev. 
EI.  W.  Slocuni,  1809-7'^ ;  the  Rev.  D.  T.  Elliott. 
lSr2-74;  tht'  Rev.  Wm.  Clark.  lS7t-70;  the 
Uev.  E.  A.  Bra  mar.  1877-79 ;  the  Rev.  W.  L. 
8mith,  laSO  to  date. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHLUCU  AT  MILLVILLE. 

The  second  society  of  Methodists  in  the 
town  of  Brun.'^wick  was  organized  in  1849.  The 
members  of  the  con£rreu;ation  on  the  2d  of  April 
of  that  year  held  a  meeting  to  incorporate 
themselves  as  the  society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  church  at  Millville.  now  known  as 
Eagle  mills,  by  electing  the  following  persons 
trustees  :  Adam  Conrad,  Lodowick  Myers,  Am- 
brose Eddy,  Joseph  McChesney  and  Edward 
L.  Roberts. 

The  congregation  that  year  began  the  erec- 
tion of  a  frame  house  of  worship  at  Millville,  at 
a  cost  of  .Sl,27o,  which  was  dedicated  January 
17, 1850.  There  are  about  60  names  on  the  roll 
of  membership  of  this  church.  From  the  year 
1S49  until  the  spring  of  1880  che  same  pastors 
oQlciated  in  this  church  as  are  mentioned  as 
tilling  the  pulpit  of  the  Brunswick  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  beginning  srith  the  Rev. 
•Tohn  Graves.  Since  its  disconnection  from  the 
Brunswick  church  it  has  been  connected  with 
the  Pawling  avenue  Methodist  Episcopal  church 
of  Troy.  The  present  pastor  of  the  church  is 
the  Rev.W.  R.  Groat. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CULRCII  OF  EAST  BRI7SS- 
WICK. 

This  society  was  organized  in  that  part  of 
the  town  known  as  Rock  Hollow,  in  1874.  The 
eertiiicate  of  incorporation  is  dated  Marcn  28, 
1*^74,  at  which  time  a  meeting  was  held  in  the 
H-hool  house  of  district  No.  14,  it  being  the 
place  where  the  menib'.rs  of  the  society  had 
"teadily  attended  divine  worship.  At  this 
minting  the  following  persons  were  elected 
'•nistees  of  the  East  Brunswick  Methodist 
Episcopal  chur*.  h  :  Levi  Hayner.  Jacob  ilousin- 
i:tr,  Willard  D.  tlreen,  Orrin  McCliesncy  and 
\'»"il!iara  Wager. 

During  the  summer  of  1874  a  frame  church 
building  was  erected  which  was  dedicated  on 
^hel^th  of  November  of  that  year,  the  Rev. 
E.  Bowen,  presiding  elder  of  the  district, 

Rev.  Whitson  and   the    Rev.  D.  T. 

Klhwtt  officiating.  Th.'  p.istors  of  the  church 
-  ive  been  the  Rev.  D.  T.  Elliott,  one  year:  the 
^•'■v.  W.  Clark,  two  year-  :  the  Kev.  A.  E.  Bra- 

-ill,  three  years,  and  ihe  Ri  v.  W.  L.  Smith, 
present  pastor. 

13 


CIIUltCH  OF  THE  DISCIPLES  OF  CHKIST. 

This  rcliffious  society  was  formed  December 
14,  185;i.    For  tiie  purpose  of  incorporating  it, 
a  meeting  was  held  in  Millville  on  the  12th  day 
i  of  March,  IS.");},  at  which  J.  H.  Allen  presided. 
The  trustees  elected  were  William  Kinlock. 
John  Welch  and  Henry  Myers.    The  name 
adopted  by  the  body  was  "the  Church  of  the 
Disciples  of  Christ  at  the  nllage  of  Millville." 
A  frame  church  building  was  erected  during 
the  summer  of  18.53,  at  a  cost  of  about  ^l.-Joo. 
At  its  dedication  on  the  5th  of  February  of  the 
following  year  Elder  Silas  E.  Shepherd  of  New 
York  city  preached  the  dedicatory  sermcn. 
I  Tne  pastorate  of  this  church  has  been  filled  by 
i  the  following  elders  since  the  organization  of 
i  the  society  :  Elder  H.  C.  Parsons,  Elder  Bart- 
!  let,  Z.  P.  Birdsall,  Dexter  Moody,  Edwin  Wake- 
i  held,  James  A.  Garheld,  J.  H.  Gardner,  J.  C. 
I  Stark,  J.  O.  Cutts  and  J.  G.  Ensel. 

'  EAGLE  MILLS. 

The  village  of  Eagle  Mills  was  first  known  a.s 
Milltown,  and  subsequently  as  Millville.  It  i> 
situated  on  the  Poesten  kill,  and  is  about  four 
miles  distant  eastwardly  from  Troy.  In  18C0  it 
was  spoken  of  as  having  a  grist  mill,  a  saw 
mill,  a  tavern,  a  store  and  10  or  12  dwellings. 
Eagle  Mills  now  embraces  about  tK)  buildings, 
two  of  which  are  churches,  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal and  the  Disciples'  church,  and  one  dis- 
trict school  house.  The  valuable  water  power 
of  the  Poesten  kill  at  this  point  makes  the  place 
important  as  a  manufacturing  centre.  In  1851 
I  Joseph  H.  Allen  purchased  the  old  flour 
1  mill  of  Sheldon,  DeFreest  and  Van  Al- 
;  styne,  built  in  1831,  and  converted  the 
building    into    a    bit    and    auger  factory. 

■  In  1854  the  Millville  manufacturing  company 
was  organized,  which  erected  new  buildir.gs 

:  near  the  factory  of  J.  H.  Allen,  for  the  purpose 
;  of  making  cable  chains.    Subsequently  this 
property  came  into  the  possession  of  J.  H. 
Allen,  who  began  the  manufacture  of  farmim: 
i  hoes  in  these  buildings.    The  Planters'  l.oe 
'  eomi)any,  represented  by  J.  H.  Allen  and  (ieori:c 
T.  Lane,  after  the  close  of  the  late  civil  war. 
was  formed,  which  entered  verj-  larcely  into 
the  manufacture  of  hoes  in  the  buildings  pre- 
viously mentioned.  Besides  this  manufacturini: 
;  interest  there  are  a  foundry,  a  saw  mill,  three 
[  blacksmith  shops  and  a  wagonraaker's  shop  in 

■  the  ullage.  There  are  also  two  stores  and  a 
{  hotel  in  Eagle  Mills.  The  population  is  abou: 
i  500.  A  postofliee  was  established  here  a  nuin- 
;  ber  of  years  ago. 

{  CROrSEYVII.LE. 

■:      This  village,  which  is  near  the  eastern  bounds 
of  the  town,  contains  about  25  buildings  and 
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has  a  population  of  115  persons.    In  the  sum-  | 
mer  of  1854  a  postomco  was  establi.shrd  at  this  | 
point.    The  business  interests  of  the  place  com-  I 
prise  a  store,  a  jurist  mill  (built  by  Henry  Clum  \ 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century),  a  saw  mill, 
a  harness  shop  and  two  shoemaker  shops. 
About  one  mile  south  of  Cropseyville  is  the 
First  Presbyterian  church  of  Brunswick,  and 
also  the  parsonage. 

BRIJX3WICK  CESTKE. 

This  hamlet  is  situated  about  ihe  centre  of 
the  town  of  Brunswick,  on  the  old  Stone  road. 
Sweet  Milk  creek  runs  through  the  place. 
Brunswick  Center  comprises  a  schoolhouse,  a 
store  and  a  small  number  of  dwellings.  The 
Gilead  Evangelical  Lutheran  church  is  a  short 
distance  east  of  the  place.  A  postothcc  was 
established  here  a  number  of  years  ago. 

HAYNERVILLE. 

Haynerville  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
town.  It  has  a  postoffice.  The  school-house  of 
district  No.  8  is  in  Haynerville.  A  store  and  a 
wagon  maker's  shop  comprise  the  business  in- 
terests of  the  place. 


clum's  coknehs. 
Clum's  Corners  are  about  half  of  a  mile  wt-t 
of  Cropseyville.  The  number  of  peopK;  iivniL; 
in  the  immcdiute  vicinity  is  about  40.  At  the 
corners  are  10  dwellincrs,  a  hotel,  a  blaclumith 
shop  and  two  wagon  maker  shops. 

PLATESTOWN. 

This  hamlet  is  about  one  and  a  hall  mil.  > 
northeast  of  Clum's  Corners.  District  seho(jl 
So.  12  is  situated  at  this  point.  The  place  i.-, 
also  knov.'u  by  the  name  of  Tamaruc. 

ROCK  HOLLOW. 

This  place  is  about  a  mile  northeast  of 
Cropse>"v'ille,  and  on  the  Quaken  kill.  The  ham- 
let embraces  about  25  building.s,  a  Methodist 
Episcopal  church,  a  school  house,  a  hotel,  a 
brush  block  factory,  a  paper  mill  and  a  black- 
smith shop. 

POPUL.*.TIOX  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  DKCNSWICK. 

ISoO  3.14fl 

 H.lol 

i>^*;u  3.110 

 3.17,-. 

ISTO  .S.l"* 

1ST5  3.i>l 

l>!>0   ^.VH 


1S|U  

 '2.575 

 2,(57» 

.2.^*55 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

THE   TOWN   OF  POESTENKILL. 

Domestic  Features  of  Slavery  —  Remarkable  Fidklmy  of  Family 
Servants  —  The  Emancipation  Acts^ — First  Sfttlfrs  of  the 
Town  —  The  Election  of  Town  Officers  —  The  Organization  of 
Religious  Societies — Population  Statistics. 


The  elements  of  a  quiet,  unpretentious  exist- 
once  are  peculiarly  associated  with  country- 
life.  The  isolation  which  the  occupancy  of  a 
broad  acreage  of  land  establishes  naturally 
affects  the  disposition  and  character  of  those 
who  live  surrounded  by  the  continuous  quie- 
tude of  the  fields  in  which  they  plough,  sow  and 
reap.  The  rural  tranquility  of  their  homes  is 
s'^ldom  disturbed  by  the  excitements  of  sudden 
and  novel  occurrences  which  so  frequently 
quicken  the  pulse  of  the  inhabitants  of  cities. 
The  self-same,  commonplace  round  of  daily 
toil,  changing  only  its  phases  v,ith  the  re- 
curring seasons,  engages  the  thought  of 
him  who  drives  his  team  afield  at  the  first  rosy 
blush  of  the  eastern  sky  and  weary  returns  to 
the  sheltering  roof  of  his  home  when  night  be- 
gins to  robe  the  earth  with  its  dusky  garments. 
The  incidents  of  country  life  glow  with  no  great 
effulgence  upon  the  pace  of  history.  It  is  only 
now  and  then  that  the  beauty  and  simplicity  of 
humble  farm-life  attract  us  when  they  are 
charmingly  portrayed  in  the  gentle  songs  of 
Burns,  in  the  melancholy  meditations  of  Gray, 
or  in  the  tender  thoughts  of  Wordsworth. 

The  ownership  of  slaves  by  the  early  settlers 
of  the  manor  of  RensselaervNTck  was  in  its 
domestic  relationship,  about  the  close  of  the 
last  century,  a  peculiar  feature  of  the  house- 
holds of  many  farmers  living  along  the  Pocsten- 
kill  at  that  time. 

SLAVERY  IK  TUE  MjLNOR  OF  RESSSEL.VF.RWTCK. 

The  emancipation  of  negro  and  mulatto 
fslares,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  was  due  to 
the  enactment  of  a  law  passed  by  the  If^'islu- 
furt  March  17,  1S17,  by  which  every  negro,  mu- 
latto or  mustec  within  the  state,  born  before  the 
4th  of  July,  17'.n),  should  be  free  from  and  aft<-r 
the  4th  of  July,  1827.    By  a  former  law  it  wa." 


I  provided  that  all  persons  bom  of  slave  parents 

I  after  July  4,  1799,  were  born  free,  the  males 

j  being  required  to  do  service  until  they  were  '27 

I  years  of  age,  and  the  females  until  they  were 

I  2")  years  of  age. 

!  In  the  entertaining  book  entitled  the  '•  Mem- 

'  oirs  of  an  American  Lady."  by  Mrs.  Grant,  an 

!  allusion  is  made  to  the  possession  of  slav»-s  in 

j  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  and  the  care  and 

I  affection  that  were  bestowed  upon  those  who  by 

I  dutiful  service  had  endeared  them.-'elves  to  the 

members  of  the  family  in  which  they  had  been 

reared.    The  writer  remarks : 

When  a  negro  woman's  child  attained  the  aire  of 
three  years  it  was  solemnly  pres.  ntpd  the  first 
New  Year's  day  followinf:  ti)  a  son  or  dauihtcr.  or 
other  young  relative  of  the  family  who  was  of  the 
same  sex  with  the  child  so  presented.  The  child 
to  whom  itie  younir  n>-crro  was  piven  immedi-.it^'lv 
presented  it  with  .some  piece  of  money  and  a  p.iir 
of  shoes  ;  and  from  that  day  the  strongest  attai  h- 
ment  grew  between  the  domestic  and  the  de^tiiu  <i 
owner. 

THE  FIDELITY  OF  SLAVES. 

I  have  nowhere  met  with  Instances  of  friend- 
ship more  tender  and  generous  than  that  which 
here  subsipted  between  the  slaves  and  their  mas- 
ters and  mistresses.  Extraordinary  pr.x.fj  of 
them  have  been  when  a  youhpr  man  and  his  .sjaTC 
have  Rone  to  the  trackless  woods  top»-ther.  In  the 
case  of  fits  of  acue,  loss  of  a  canoe,  and  other ' 
casualties  happeninir  near  hostile  Indian^.  The 
slave  has  been  known,  at  the  imminent  risk  f>f  his 
life,  to  carry  his  disabled  mn^-ter  through  unfre- 
qnented  wilds,  with  labor  and  fidelity  scarce  credi- 
ble ;  and  the  master  has  been  equally  tender  on 
similar  occasions  of  the  humble  friend  who  stuck 
closer  than  a  brother;  who  was  baptis»'J  at  the 
game  baptism,  nurtured  under  the  game  roof,  and 
often  rocked  in  the  same  cmdle  with  him'elf. 

Those  gift.-*  of  domestics  to  the  youmt-r  m'^m- 
bers  of  the  family  were  not  irrevocable  ;  yet  They 
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were  very  rarely  withdrawn.  If  the  kitchen  fam- 
ily did  not  increase  in  i)roportion  to  that  of  the 
master,  youn-?  children  wero  purciia>ed  frou»  some 
family  where  they  abouodod  to  furnish  those  at- 
tached to  the  risincr  pro-.-ny.  They  were  never 
sold  without  consultin?  tlieir  mother,  who,  if  ex- 
pert and  sagacious,  had  a  <rvu-at  deal  to  say  in  the 
family,  and  would  not  allow  her  children  to  roiuto 
any  family  with  whose  domestics  she  was  not  ac- 
quainted. These  nej:ro  women  piqued  tiiomselvcs 
on  teaching  their  children  lo  be  exci>llent  servants, 
well  knowin;:  servitude  to  be  their  lot  for  life,  and 
that  it  could  only  be  sweetened  by  makin-  Tliem- 
selves  particularly  useful  an<l  e.KceUinir  in  their 
department.  If  they  did  their  work  well  it 
is  astonisliinc.  when  I  recollect  it.  what 
liberty  of  speech  was  allowed  to  those  active  and 
prudent  mothers.  They  would  chide,  reprove  and 
expostulate  in  a  manner  that  we  would  not  endure 
from  our  hired  servants:  and  sometimes  exert 
fully  as  much  authority  over  the  childrea  of  the 
family  as  the  parents,  conscious  that  they  were 
entirely  in  their  power.  They  did  not  crush  freo 
dom  of  speech  and  opinion  in  those  by  whom  they 
knew  they  were  beloved,  and  who  watched  with 
incessant  care  over  their  interest  and  comfort. 
Affectionate  and  faithful  as  the.?e  home-bred  ser- 
vants were  in  general,  there  were  some  instances 
(but  very  few)  of  t!ns3  who,  through  levity  of 
mind,  or  a  love  of  liquor  or  finery,  betrayed  their 
trust  or  habitually  neglected  their  duty.  In  these 
cases,  after  every  meang  had  been  used  to  reform 
them,  no  severe  punishments  were  inflicted  at 
home.  But  the  terrible  sentence,  which  they 
dreaded  worse  than  death,  was  passed— they  were 
sold  to  Jamaica.  The  necessity  of  selling  them 
was  bewailed  by  the  whole  family  as  a  most  dread- 
ful calamity,  and  the  culprits  were  carefully 
watched  on  their  way  to  New  York  lest  they 
should  evade  the  sentence  by  self-destruction. 

EARLY  SETTLERS   OF  POESTENKILL. 

Some  time  previous  to  the  revolutionary  war 
a  number  of  farms  of  the  territory,  iiow  bc- 
longing  to  the  town  of  Poestenkill  but  then  to 
the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  was  obtained 
by  settlers  by  lease  from  the  patroon  of  the 
manor.  The  names  of  these  early  farmers  and 
of  a  few  who  followed  them  at  later  d;ites.  be- 
fore the  clo.se  of  the  century,  were  :  J.  Berrinsrer, 
T.  Berringer,  Johannes  Burger,  Peter  CUipper, 
Graver  Coons,  J.  Coons,  C.  Cooper,  P.  Cooper, 
W.  Cooper.  Da\id  J.  De  Freest,  X.  Fulman,  P. 
*  Fleyner,  A.  Iloraocker,  B.  Ives.  Lazarus  Ives, 
W.  KilnuT,  J.  Leibhite,  Archelaus  Lynd.  P. 
Link,  S.  Muller.  E.  Ni^^htar^.  Grant  Peck.  Wm. 
Peck,  Barcnt  Polook,  W.  Seamon,  C.  tiluyter. 
"  *^*-onk  and  J,  Sater,  jr. 

THE  TOWN  EHECTEn. 

act  for  the  division  of  the  town  of 
,  and  to  erect  the  iowtx  of  Poosten- 
)dby  the  le^rislature  March  2.  1S4S. 


the  town  of  Poestenkill  was  created.  It, 
bounds  were  : 

Ik'sinnini:  at  tlie  northeast  corner  of  the  town  ..f 
Greeabish.  runiiin-  tlienco  cast  alon;;  the  .s..ii'>, 
line  of  the  towns  of  Brunswick  and  (Jrafton.  to  tli 
northwest  corner  <if  the  town  of  Dcrlia  :  thi-ni.r 
southerly  al(m:r  the  west  lino  of  the  town  of  Bfrllr-. 
four  miles  to  the  south  line  of  the  i'i,rhtb  ran^e  of 
lots  in  the  Middlctown  survey.  \i\  Ihf  line  of  Iot» 
known  as  numbers  IJJ  and  i:i4  :  tlience  west  vAoq^ 
the  line  of  said  ranjce  of  lots  to  rhc 
north  side  of  the  dwelling  house  of  John  Peck  : 
thence  west  to  tlie  intersection  of  the  roads,  abuui 
four  rods  easterly  from  the  Troy  and  Sand  Laki- 
turnpike  toll  '^aU- ;  thence  westerly  to  the  n<<rtli 
.  side  of  the  (hvellin?  house  of  Coonrad  iCeiclianl 
and  Andrew  Link  and  to  the  Grer-nbush  lin^: 
thence  northerly  alonu'  tiie  ea.«t  line  of  the  town  of 
Greenbusli.  to  the  place  of  bejrinnin?.  shall  be  and 
is  hereby  erect'^d  \nt->  a  separ.ite  town  by  the 
name  of  Poestenkill.  and  the  first  town  raeetin.' 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  in  April  next,  at 
the  inn  of  Jeremiah  BecKer.  in  tiie  said  t^.wn  of 
Poestenkill. 

FIRS^T  TOWN  OFFICERS. 

At  the  nrst  town  meetincr,  held  at  the  hou^o 
of  J.  L.  Becker,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1S4'?,  the 
following  persons  were  elected  the  first  town 
oflicers  : 

Supervisor.  James  Heuderson.  jr.;  town  clerk. 
David  Luce  ;  superintendent  of  common  school*, 
i  Eleazer  Flint  :  assessors.  John  I.  Vosburph.  Ben 
jamin  B.  Kandull,  Harmon  Vanderzee  :  rummis 
sioners  of  his:hwa"s.  Barney  Wctherwax.  Stephen 
Austin  :  justices  of  the  peace.  George  Cottrell. 
Georere  Barker,  Bcn.iarain  Wilkerson  :  overseers  of 
the  poor.  Christian  C.  Cooper.  Samuel  C<imick : 
I  constables.  John  Barker,  Alonzo  U'hyland,  William 
!  Cooper,  John  F.  Whyland  ;  collector,  John  Barker  : 
sealer  of  wei^rhts  and  measurt's.  James  D.  Sim- 
mons. 

THE  FIRST  n.VPTIST  CnUKCH, 

The  first  society  of  Baptists  in  the  town  Wiv> 
j  orgaTiized  in  1814.    The  mtetincrs  of  the  S'> 
ciety  were  first  held  in  a  buildini;  formerly  8 
wagon-maker's  shop,  standing  on  the  Highway 
about  a  mile  west  of  Fast  Poestenkill.  Th-- 
present  house  of  worship  was  erected  about 
I  the  year  1S09,  ii;  Fast  Poestenkill.    Amonir  th- 
I  names  of  the  pastors  who  have  rainisteied  to 
i  this  society  are  those  of  Elders  Alderman 
I  Baker,  Joseph  Rogers,  Peter  Ambler  and  FJwm 
Westcott,   The   prc.«>ent  pa^^tor  is  the  Kcv. 
;  Charles  S,  Catlin. 

1  The  First  Baptist  church  has  about  7:>  m'^m- 
j  bers. 

',   TOE      FKVMvrvN       rVANrtELkAL  LiTnr.a^'' 

1  ruLRcn, 

The  conffTi'sation  which  assuine<J  the  nan- 
•  of  the  Frankran  Evangelical  Lutheran  chur' 
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of  Poestenkill  dates  its  organization  from  the 
11th  day  of  Au-ust,  1S33.  Th-  formation  of 
this  religious  society  was  due  to  the  active 
ministrations  of  the  Rev.  J.  D.  Lawyer.  At 
the  time  of  its  organization  the  society  had  73 
members.  Three  stations— Poestenkill,  West 
Sand  Lake  and  Raymertown.  formed  one 
ehargre.  The  first  church,  erected  south  of  the 
\illage  of  Poestenkill.  on  the  road  leadim? 
thence  to  West  Sand  Lake,  in  IS'VJ,  was  dedi- 
cated on  the  lath  of  November  of  that  year, 
the  Rev.  George  Lintner,  D.  D.,  and  the  Rev. 
J.  D.  Lawj-er  officiatinsr. 

The  pastorate  of  this  church  has  been  suc- 
cessively filled  by  the  following  ministers  :  The 
Rev.  J.  D.  Lawyer.  August  11,  1 8:3:3-3 S ;  the 
P^v.  J.  S.  Robinson,  April  1,  18;3S-39  ;  the  Ptcv. 
Isaac  Kimball,  July  1,  1839-40  ;  the  Rev.  G.  W. 
Porter,  1848-49;  the  Rev.  R.  Smith,  jr..  1850- 
57  ;  the  Rev.  J.  A.  Rosenberg,  18.57-67 ;  the  Rev. 
John  Kling,  August  1,  1867-74 ;  the  Rev.  H.  A. 
Strait,  1874-77  ;  the  Rev.  Silas  W.  Young. 
March  14, 1877,  to  date. 

The  present  house  of  worship  was  erected  in 
1865,  on  the  site  of  the  first  church,  at  a  cost  of 
$8,000.  It  was  dedicated  December  24,  1865, 
the  Revs.  N.  Van  Alstvne,  H.  L.  Dox,  J.  A. 
Rosenberg  and  M.  W.  Empie  taking  part  in  the 
service. 

The  present  roll  of  membership  of  the  church 
has  the  signatures  of  120  persons.  The  Sunday 
school  embraces  five  officers,  seven  teachers 
and  102  scholars. 

THE  FIRST  FREE  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

The  First  Free  Baptist  society  was  organized 
about  the  year  1S:36.  at  which  time  its  meetings 
were  held  at  different  places  in  the  vicinity  of 
Oak  Hill.  Shortly  afterward  the  congregation 
erected  a  meeting  house  on  Oak  Hill.  A  sec- 
ond edifice  was  subsequently  built  a  short  dis- 
tance from  East  Poestenkill. 

Of  the  number  of  pastors  of  this  church,  the 
following  ones  may  be  mentioned :  Elders 
Miller,  I.  B.  Coleman,  J.  D.  Howe,  Isaac 
Hoag,  Hyde,  Keteham,  Van  Erden  and  Smith, 
the  present  elder  in  charge.  The  present  meet- 
ing house,  erected  about  the  year  1872,  is  situ- 
ated a  mile  west  of  East  Poestenkill. 

CHURCH  OF  CHRIST. 

The  religious  society  known  as  the  Disciples  \ 

of  Christ  was  organized  at  .the  hou«e  of  Miles  j 

Clark  on  April  2.  ISoO.    Among  the  founders  of  j 

the  body  wore  Elder  Dexter  Moody,  Francis  j 

Parsons,  Durfee  Read,  Matthew  Moody.  .Mar-  I 

vin  Moody.  Miles  Clark.  Eliza  Road,  Sally  A.  | 

<'lark,  Martha  Read  and  Diana  Wooster.    In  j 

1S">()  a  frame  house  of  worship  was  erected  in  j 
the  \illagc  of  Poestenkill.  whi«.-h  was  dedicated 


September  20,  1S.50.  The  building:  cost  about 
^SO*)  and  had  aseating  capacity  for  nearly  2<X)i.er- 
son<.  The  present  frame  buildin?  was  erected 
in  the  village  of  P(x^st..-nkill.  in  IHVI,  at  a  cost 
of  .84,0f)0.  At  its  dedication  August  18,  ISiU. 
Elders  A.  N.  Gilbert,  L.  R.  (Jault,  D.  Moody 
and  Cliambcrlain  took  part  in  the  services. 
The  present  membership  of  the  church  i.s  KO. 

The  following  elder.s  have  served  the  congre- 
gation at  different  periods:  Elders  Dexter 
Moody,  one  year  ;  M.  J.  Streator,  two  years  ;  I. 
J.  Lowell,  two  years;  Elder  Parr.ons.  two 
years  ;  Elder  Wakefield,  one  year  ;  J.  C.  Starks. 
one  year;  J.  H.  Gordinier,  three  years:  L.  R. 
Gault.  one  year  ;  Elder  Olin.  three  years  ;  Elder 
Re}molds,  one  year;  J.  S.  Bell,  three  years  :  J. 
Callylean,  two  years;  Elder  Ensel.  two  years  ; 
J.  Benenstukl,  one  year,  and  Elder  Theodore 
Crooks. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHCRCH. 

Through  the  missionary  efforts  of  the  Rev. 
George  Hudson,  a  small  congregation  of  Meth- 
odists was  gathered  near  Dyking  pond,  on 
Berlin  mountain,  where  he  preached.  Subse- 
quently divine  worship  was  held  in  Le\Nis 
Horton's  hall,  in  Poestenkill.  In  1672.  the 
Rev.  E.  A.  Blanchard  was  appointed  to  take 
charge  of  the  Dyking  pond  conirreffation  and 
the  one  at  Poestenkill  village.  That  year  the 
present  meeting-honse  at  Poestenkill  villaire 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $6,500. 

The  following  pastors  have  officiated  in  this 
chtu-ch :  The  Rev.  E.  A.  Blanchard.  1^72-74  ; 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Monroe,  April  18,  1874-70  ; 
the  Rev.  John  Sumner,  187»>-78  ;  the  Rev.  John 
W.  Coons,  April,  1878-80.  The  membership  of 
the  Poestenkill  church  embraces  about  Ilii 
persons. 

POESTENKIIX. 

The  village  of  Poestenkill  is  on  the  Poesten- 
kill, a  stream  from  which  it  derived  its  name. 
It  is  somewhat  west  of  the  center  of  tlie  town, 
and  contains  about  50  buildincrs.  among  which 
are  two  churches,  three  hotels,  a  grist  and  a 
saw  mill  and  three  stores.  The  village  ha.«< 
about  350  inhabitants.  At  a  quite  early  date  in 
the  present  century  the  medical  sj»rinu  at  a 
close  remove  from  the  village  attracti-d  the  at- 
tention of  invalids  for  its  curative  properties  m 
cutaneous  diseases.  A  numlKT  of  bathing 
houses  were  erected  to  accommodate  the  P'-'ople 
resorting  to  the  sprin:;.  Thesf*  buildint's.  t'>- 
gether  with  a  number  of  other  structure-*,  wt  re 
subsequently  swept  away  by  a  remarkable 
freshet  in  the  Poeslenkill,  caused  by  a  h. 
fall  of  rain  for  two  dav-s.  Dr.  Luther  IL  B.irKr 
was  made  the  first  postmaster  of  the  pnstofliee 
established  at  this  point  about  the  year  !'>.'>*). 
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EAST  POESTENKILL. 

The  hamlet  of  East  Poestenkill  is  situated  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  to^vTi.  The  place  has  about 
100  inhabitants  and  contains  two  churches,  two 
stores,  a  hotel  and  several  shops.  East  Poes- 
tenkill was  known  at  one  time  by  the  name  of 
Columbia.  Cyrus  Araidon  was  the  first  post- 
master of  the  postoffice  established  at  this 
place. 

BARBERVILLE. 

Some  distance  east  of  the  village  of  Poesten- 


kill is  Barberville,  which  contains  about  a  half 
score  of  houses,  a  hotel,  a  store  and  one  <»r  iwn 
shops. 

IVES'S  CORNER:^. 

Ives's  Corners  is  the  name  «iven  to  a  Kin;ul 
collection  of  houses  near  the  centre  (^f  t.^. 
town. 

POPl'LATION  OK  THE  TOWN  OF  l'OE:»TEN KIJ.I,. 

l.VH)   2,002  I  1STI>   l.7«W 

1S.VJ  l.^TS    l.Tv: 

18^   l^-iO   l.TtVj 

1665   1,932  I 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

T  H  E    T  O  W  N    O  F    G  R  A  F  T  O  N  . 

The  Latest  Settled  Town  in  the  County — Emioratk^n  from  Nkw 
England  —  The  Erection  of  the  Town  —  The  Beginnino  of  the 
Anti-Rent  War  —  Lighting  the  Candles  of  Lndustrv  and  Econ- 
'  OMY  —  Troy  Troops  Sent  to  the  Helderberg  Region  —  A  Mur- 
derous Affray  IN  THE  Town  of  Grafton  —  Anti-Rentism  a  Polit- 
ical Question  —  The  Erection  of  Churches — Population. 


It  "seems  that  the  territory  embraced  within 
the  present  bounds  of  the  town  of  Grafton  was 
not  as  early  occupied  by  settlers  as  wore  the 
other  contiguous  portions  of  the  manor  of 
RensselaersNyck.  The  rock>'  roughness  and 
mountainous  character  of  this  part  of  the 
manor  were  no  doubt  not  as  inviting  to  emigrants 
as  were  the  more  arable  tracts  of  the  other  sec- 
tions of  Rensselaerwyck,  and  on  this  account  it 
was  later  settled. 

EMIGRATION  FROM  NEW  ENGLAND, 

Immediately  after  the  revolutionary  struggle 
a  tide  of  emigration  set  in  toward  the  upper 
Hudson  ffom  the  older  New  England  settle- 
ments. The  patroon,  in  order  to  place  under 
cultivation  the  immense  tracts  of  untilled  land 
lying  within  the  manor,  made  such  liberal  over- 
tures at  this  time  to  emigrants  that  not  a  few 
vigorous  and  industrious  New  Englanders  were 
found  willing  to  acet  pt  his  offers  and  to  lease 
of  him  certain  farm  lands  now  forming  part  of 
the  town  of  Grafton.  Dr.  Amos  Hall,  a  resi- 
dent of  the  towii,  speaking  of  the  settlement 
of  this  part  of  the  manor  in  an  unpublished 
Kketch  of  its  history,  says  : 

There  were  few  (if  any)  inhabitants  within  the 
present  limits  of  Grafton  down  to  rue  time  of  the 
commencement  of  the  revolutionary  war  In  1T7:>. 
S<x'n  after  peace  was  restored,  in  17i^\  many  per- 
sons whose  families  had  been  reduced  to  poverty 
and  to  frrtat  extremities  duri'Jh'  the  stru;r:;le  for 
liberty,  found  it  neces:^ary  to  emiirrate  in  order. 
If  pos-ible,  to  improve  their  circumstance-^,  and 
to  retrain  the  lost  means  of  supplying  the  iucreas- 
liJg  wants  of  their  families. 

In  the  midst  of  the?e  circumstances,  from  1785 
to   iT^t;,   very  many   Industrious,   hardy  yeo- 


manry came  with  tht  ir  families  and  settled  here. 
It  was  a  complete  wilderufss  at  the  time,  all  the 
country  beinir  covered  with  heavy  timber,  and.  as 
a  matter  of  course,  they  suffered  the  usual  wants 
and  privations  of  the  first  settlers  of  most  new 
countries. 

Among  the  first  families  that  settle<l  here  were 
the  Owen,  the  Coon  and  the  Demmons  families. 
Abel  Owen,  a  revolutionary  soldier,  soon  after  the 
close  of  the  war  emicrated  from  Connecticut  or 
Rhode  Island,  and  .-ottled  on  the  farm  wht-re  s-trw- 
ard  Allen  now  lives.  Gen.  Van  Ren-selaer.  as  aa 
inducement  to  settle  on  the  manor.  £:ave  him  a 
deed-title  to  ,'00  acres  of  land.  He  lived  in  a  log 
house  on  the  old  road,  some  50  rods  south  of  ?aid 
Allen's  house,  and  the  well  from  which  his  family 
drew  water  is  still  in  use.  As  early  as  17>7  hj  l  ad 
many  acres  cleared,  kept  some  stock,  and  rai>ed 
his  own  grain  and  provisions.  Being  a  some^vhat 
prominent  resident,  the  old  road  which  runs 
through  the  town  from  Petersburgh  to  Troy  was 
called  in  all  the  old  leases  **  Owen's  road." 

THE  FARMS  OF  OTHER  SETTLERS. 

Francis  West  and  family  from  Rhode  Island 
took  a  farm  in  this  part  of  the  manor  sonje  lime 
about  the  revolutionary  period.  John  Bab- 
cock  from  the  same  state,  and  Elkauah  ^^;Ith 
from  New  Jersey,  also  became  farmers  of  land 
leased  from  the  patroon  at  this  curly  date. 
About  the  year  177i»  William  Scriven  and  wife, 
with  two  daugiiters  and  seven  sous,  from 
Rhode  Island,  made  his  home  in  this  new  sf^c- 
tion.  Joshua  Hanker,  John  and  Thomas  I'hil- 
lips.  Ael  Ford,  Francis  iirock,  John  and  ha\id 
Mills,  John  .Monroe.  Solomon  Smith.  Rutu.s 
KLx  and  Capt.  Charles  Fcrr>'  ur'^  i^'^'^ 
named  as  curly  settlers  of  the  town 
of  Grafton.   John  P.  Uayner,  Solomon  Root. 
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Nathaniel  Durableton,  Daniel  LittlcQeld,  Wil- 
liam Snyder,  James  Reitl.  Henry  Coonrad,  God- 
frey Howard,  Andrus  Miller,  Lodowick  Bone- 
steel,  Marcus  Simmons,  John  Hydorn,  Henr)' 
Hydom  and  B.  Hayner  are  mentioned  as  being 
farmers  in  this  part  of  the  manor  of  Kensse- 
laerwyck.  The  annual  rent  of  the  farms  was 
based  upon  their  fertility  and  acreai,'e.  From 
five  to  twenty-Qve  bushels  of  wheat  were  paid 
for  the  use  of  land.  In  the  to>NTi  there  are 
about  25  lakes  or  large  ponds. 

THE  TOWN  OF  GRAFTON  ERECTED. 

By  "  an  act  to  divide  the  towns  of  Troy  and 
Petersburgh,  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer," 
passed  March  20,  1807,  the  town  of  Grafton 
was  erected.  The  boundaries  of  the  new  town 
were : 

All  the  remaining  part  of  the  town  of  Troy,  and 
so  much  of  the  west  side  of  Petersburgh,  as  shall 
make  seven  miles  in  width  from  the  east  line  of 
the  toviu  of  Brunswick,  cut  off  by  a  line  to  com- 
mence on  the  north  hue  of  Petersburgh.  seven 
miles  east  of  the  northeast  comer  of  Brunswick  ; 
thence  southerly  parallel  to  the  east  line  of  said 
Brunswick  to  the  south  line  of  Petersburgh.  shall 
be  a  separate  town  by  tlie  name  of  Grafton  ;  and 
the  first  town  meeting  shall  be  held  at  the  dwelling 
house  of  Nathan  Hakes. 

The  name  Grafton,  it  is  supposed,  was  i^ven 
to  the  town  at  the  suggestion  of  Nathaniel 
Dumbleton,  the  first  supervisor,  who  had  re- 
moved to  this  part  of  Rensselaerwi'ck  from 
Grafton,  Vt. 

THE  rmST  TOW>-  OFFICERS. 

At  the  first  town  meeting  held  at  the  house  of 
Nathaniel  Hakes  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April, 
1807,  the  following  persons  were  elected  town 
ofiQcers  : 

Supervisor,  Nathaniel  Dumbleton  ;  town  clerk, 
David  S.  Crandall ;  assessors.  Patrick  Agan,  Ziba 
Hewett  and  John  Babcock  ;  overseers  of  the  poor. 
Joseph  Burdiek  and  Benjamin  West ;  commis- 
sionei-s  of  high%vays,  Samuel  Pundall.  James  West, 
2d,  and  Jedadiah  Wellman  ;  collector.  Joseph  Bur- 
dick,  jr.;  constabks.  Ethan  Maxon,  bimeon  i:mith 
and  Joseph  Burdiek,  jr.;  over.-ecrs  of  highways 
and  fence  viewers,  Thomas  West,  Jonathan  Brook, 
James  West,  1st,  John  Wortiiington.  Nathan  West, 
Joseph  Burdiek,  John  Phillips,  Marcus  Slimmons. 
William  Snyder,  Ilt-nry  Cuonradt,  Juhn  lieid,  Syl- 
vester Chase,  Peter  Wager,  Stephen  Chandler. 
Walter  Durkee,  William  Scriveri.  Francis  Bri-ok. 
Zebulon  Scriven,  id,  Jonathan  M.  Seriven.  Mieluiel 
Brenaufctubl,  Charles  Hall  and  Juhn  Babcuck ; 
pounukeepers,  Thomas  Smith,  Joseph  SLTivenand 
Jolm  Babcuek. 

THE  ANTI-RENT  TROUBLES. 

Upon  the  death  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
which  occurred  on  tl.r  -y-ih  of  January,  l.s:i9, 
the  manor  property  of  Kenstielaerwyck,  or 
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I  rather  the  leased  t:irms  which  were  formerly 
I  within  its  boundaries,  were  by  the  will  of  it., 
[  dec<;aaed  painxjii  divided  bel\\.-en  his  two  so:.-, 
i  Stephen  and  William  P..  the  former  obtain. 
j  the  ownership  of  the  farm.s  lyins:  on  th«-  w.  • 
I  side  of  the  Hudson,  and  the  latter  those  east  <■: 
I  the  river.    When  the  will  of  the  patroon  w;l^ 
i  proved,  notices  were  published  requesting  per- 
i  sons   indebted   to  iiim   to   settle   their  ac- 
I  counts.    A  few  of  the  tenants  occupyini?  the 
land  of  which  he  was  the  patroon  paid  their  ar- 
rears, while  the  larg(T  number  delayed  th..ir 
payments. 

On  the  2;2d  of  May,         a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Ki:bert  Schoonmaker,  Hugh  Scott. 
'  Lawrence  Van   Deuscn,  Joseph  Conner  auJ 
j  John  F.  Shaffer,  representiuK  tenants  in  the 
j  towns  of  Rensselaerville.  Westerlo.  Bern,  Knox 
j  and  New  Scotland,  visited  Stephen  \'an  Ren.s- 
'  selaer  at  llbany,  and  left  with  him  a  communi- 
cation in  which  they  set  forth  their  complaint 
regarding  their  grievances.    The  statement« 
made  in  this  paper  were  mainly  the  following : 
"  The  enormous  price  put  upon  wheat  abov-- 
what  it  formerly  was  wheu  leases  were  origin- 
ally given,  it  being  then  ^0.75  per  bushel  at  the 
extreme,  one  day's  services  with  carriage  aLd 
team,  at  fil  per  day,  and  four  fowls  at  'jO  cents, 
making  in  all,  for  one  year's  rent,  on  a  lot  of 
I  100  acres  (at  'J2}-<  bushels  per  lot)  at  ilS.?,7  per 
lot,  at  wliich  time  wheat  rating  at  from  fl.5u  to 
.$2.25  per  bushel— day's  services  at  .^-i  per  day, 
and  four  fowls  at  SO. 7.3,  making  our  rents  rate  at 
from      to  $oO  a  year,  making  It  nowextreuiely 
diflicult  for  many  of  the  tenants  to  support 
j  their  families  and  pay  their  rents,  without  in- 
volving themselves  and  posterity  in  extreme 
peril  and  hardship." 

To  remedy  the  evils  complained  of  the  fol- 
lowing changes  were  suggested  :  "  To  have  th»- 
j  old  leases  abolished  and  new  leases  given.  In  • 
which  rents  to  be  stipulated  shall  be  in  money  ; 
the  same  number  of  bushels  allowed  as  in  thi- 
old  leases,  and  retail  in  the  following  order,  t<» 
I  wit :  $1  per  bushel  for  the  lirst  quality  of  land, 
I  >"0.S7>o  per  bushel  for  the  second  quality  of 
i  land,  5=0.»VJi^  per  bushel  f(«r  the  third  quality  «>i 
j  land :  jl  per  day  for  the  day's  scr\  iees,  and 
j  iO.oO  for  the  four  lowls.  excluding  the  reservation 
I  of  greater  sales,  water  privile'.ic.  the  uoil  under 
I  water,  the  privilege  of  buying  the  soil,  to  thoj-* 
i  who  wish  to  purchase  the  same  at  any  future- 
time,  for  such  sum  as  the  interest  thereof  will 
amount  to.  the  amount  of  rent  on  each  lot  now 
fixed." 

In  regard  to  tlie  payment  of  arrearages  th<  > 
gave  this  opinion:  "Those  tenants  wlio.-e 
property  is  incumbered  to  the  amount  of  the:r 
personal  effects,  over  and  altove  thfir  Mrr«'ar- 
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ages  of  rent3  due  said  proprietor,  .should  be  re- 
initted  in  whole,  or  at  all  events  in  equal  pro- 
portion to  the  stipulations  to  be  entered  into  for 
future  rents." 

THE  PATKOON's  REI'LT. 

In  answer  to  this  complaint  Stephen  Van 
Uenssolaer,  patroon  of  the  western  manor, 
wrote : 

Your  ancestors  or  yourselves  who  are  tenants, 
accepted  leases  with  a  full  lcuowled;;e  of  tlic  kind 
and  amount  of  rent  to  be  paid,  and  of  the  reser- 
vations and  conditions  to  which  the  land  was  sub- 
ject; and  it  was  mutter  of  asrreemeut,  the  nature  of 
which  w^as  fully  understood  at  the  time  the  same 
was  made.  Such  as  now  hold  as  purchasers,  knew 
full  well  the  rents  and  covenants  subject  to  which 
they  purchased  ;  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  conceive 
how  the  conditions  and  covenants  upon  which  the 
lands  are  held  can  now  be  deemed  ^'riovous  unless 
something  is  now  claimed  by  the  landlord  entirely 
new,  and  which  operates  oppressively  upon  the 
tenant ;  and  as  nothiui;  more  is  claimed  than  has 
been  acquiesced  in  and  acknowledsed  by  your  an- 
cestors and  yourselves,  or  those  from  whom  you 
have  purchased,  for  more  than  half  a  century,  I 
can  not  admit  that  you  have  now  any  grievances 
to  be  redressed ;  and  especially  so,  as  no  rent  was 
charged  for  the  first  seven  years  after  the  tenant 
went  into  possession.   *   *  * 

Your  last  sugjestion  in  behalf  of  tenants  as  have 
been  delinquent  in  the  pa>-ment  of  their  rents  as 
that  arrears  now  amount  to  almost  the  value  of 
the  lands,  it  seems  to  me  is  a  matter  with  which 
you  have  nothing  to  do.   *  *  * 

You  seem  to  be  under  a  mistalcen  impression  as 
to  the  price  of  wheat,  which  I  will  endeavor  to 
correct.  Wheat  as  you  have  been  charged  for  the 
last  10  years  has  averaged  $1.3S  per  bushel;  for 
ihe  last  *J0  years  has  averaged  Sl.Co  per  bushel ; 
for  the  last  30  years  has  averaged  $1.4  >  per  bushel ; 
for  the  last  40  years  has  averaged  $1-4 1  per  bushel  ; 
for  the  last  47  years  has  averaged  $1.40^  per 
bushel.   *  *  * 

I  am,  however,  willing  to  charge  the  wheat  to 
money  rent,  and  to  take  the  average  price  of 
wheat  for  the  last  47  years  as  the  price  at  which  a 
bushel  of  wheat  shall  be  estimated  hereafter  ;  the 
days'  service  and  team  to  be  5:2;  and  the  four 
fowls  75-100. 

And  I  am  also  willing  to  sell  and  give  a  release 
of  the  rents  and  reservations  in  the  leases,  so  that 
the  land  shall  and  may  be  held  hereafter  in  fee  for 
the  said  S5  per  acre  of  all  lands  in  the  four  west 
tovnxs,  but  not  to  include  any  of  the  towns  below 
the  MU. 

This  answer  is  dated  May  29,  1S30. 

REBELLION  INACGCR-VTED. 

On  the  -ith  of  July,  1^3:),  a  meeting  of  the 
west  manor  tenants  was  hold  at  Bern,  who  re- 
solved not  to  conform  to  the  requirements  set 
forth  in  their  leases  nor  to  the  dcmandii  of  the 
patroon,  saying : 

14 


j     W'e  do  siiu-erely  and  solemnly  believe  th;ii  the 
proposals  of  tlie  stiiiidiiig  committee  to  Stephen 
Van  I{'j!i-scl:ier  \\n  ;tri' t  justiee)  la  ul!  tint  ;ny 
man  of  honor  or  patriotism,  having  at  heart  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  his  feU<jw  crcuiun.vj. 
could  reasonably  ask  or  expect  to  receive  ;  and 
that  we  consider  the  proposals  of  said  Van  lieus- 
selaer  to  be  an  outrage  on  the  laws  of  humauiiy, 
and  therefore  utterly  reject  and   contemn  the 
same.   And  the  said  committee  in  behalf  of  us, 
said  tenants,  are  re(iuestf'd  to  inform  said  Van 
Ilensselaer  that  we  consider  his  propo'^als  in  tho 
same  light  that  Dr.  Franklin  considered  the  act  in 
I  the  British  parliameni  imposing  stamp  <iuilt'»  on 
I  certain  papers  and  document's  used  in  the  colonies, 
j  Franklin  said,  in  addressing  Charles  Thompson 
j  relative  to  said  act,  that  "  the  sun  of  liberty  is  set ; 

you  must  light  up  the  candles  of  industry  and 
I  economy."  And  that  we  also  reply  in  the  Ian- 
I  guage  of  the  patriot  Thompson,  that  wc  ^hall 
i  light  up  torches  of  quite  another  sort  if  we  arc 
j  thus  driven  to  the  alternative  of  choosing  an  un- 
'  conditional  submission  to  the  will  of  one  man, 
'  elevated  by  an  aristocratic  law,  emanating  from 
[  a  foreign  monarchy,  or  the  resistance  thereof. 
I  The  latter  is  our  choice  ;  we  have  counted  the  cost 
!  of  such  a  contest,  and  find  nothing  so  dreadful  a." 
I  voluntary  slavery. 

!  The  committee  was  also  *•  instructed  to  in- 
j  form  the  pretended  proprietor  of  our  soil  that 
j  if  he  will  establish  or  present  a  good.  sufDcient 
i  and  valid  proper  title  to  or  for  the  soil  of  the 
I  land  we  occupy,  and  then  gnve  new  leases,  cast- 
i  ing  aside  the  day's  sernces,  fowls,  quarter 
j  sales,  all  reservations  and  restrictions  cou- 
i  tained  in  the  old  leases,  excepting:  the  wheat, 
j  and  change  that  from  wheat  to  money  rent, 
I  computing  the  same  at  $1  per  bushel  for  each 
I  and  every  bushel  on  each  and  any  lot  as  re- 
I  served  in  the  old  leases,  give  the  tenants  or  any 
•  of  them  the  };rivi!cge  at  any  future  time  hvre- 
I  after  of  buying  the  soil  for  a  sum  of  money  that 
{  the  interest  thereof  at  seven  per  cent,  will 
i  amount  to  a  sum  equal  to  the  value  of  the 
i  wheat  on  each  and  every  lot  at  said  ?1  per 
I  bushel,  and  reduce  all  arrears  of  rent  to  said  (I 
per  bushel,  relinquishing  the  day's  services  and 
1  fowls  on  each  and  any  lot  against  which  arrears 
j  are  claimed." 

i  The  patroon  made  no  reply  to  this  defiant 
I  statement. 

i  THE  TOA-NTS  IN  ARMS. 

I 

I  The  sheriff  of  Albany  county.  .Michael 
I  Artcher,  having  been  resisted  in  serving  cer- 
'  tain  legal  process  on  the  dctiant  tenants  of  th« 
I  patroon  of  the  west  manor,  in  the  vicinity  of 
!  the  Ilcldcrberg  mountains,  on  the  UOth  of 
I  Novcmb  r,  lio'J,  calllcd  out  a  jajs^e  comit^iOu'  to 
'  assist  him  in  the  dischark'e  of  his  duty.  About 
!  1,000  persons  answered  thia  call,  who  in  a  long 
'  procession  of  stages,  barouches,  wa-'ons  HUd 
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horstrs.  on  the  2d  of  December,  proceeded 
toward  Reedsville.  About  four  miles  beyond 
Cl;irk\--  tarern  they  were  met  by  several  hun- 
dred armed  men  on  horseback,  who  opi)osed 
their  funher  progress  and  compelled  them  to 
return  to  Albany. 

THE  PROCLAMATION  OF  THE  GOVERNOR. 

For  the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  laws  of  the 
state,  his  excellency,  William  H.  Seward,  gov- 
ernor of  the  state,  issued  a  proclamation  on 
the  10th  of  December,  ISDO,  warning  all  per- 
sons from  hindering  or  obstructing  the  officers 
of  justice  in  the  execution  of  their  duties.  The 
governor  tells  the  people  that  he  has  taken 
measures  to  call  forth  a  sufficient  military  force 
to  enable  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Albany 
to  execute  effectually  the  legal  process  com- 
mitted to  him,  and  to  maintain  the  supremacy 
of  the  laws.  ~ 

THE  TBOT  MILITARY  CALLED  OCT. 

On  Monday,  December  9,  1830,  an  order  was 
received  from  the  adjutant  general  of  the  state 
calling  out  the  three  uniformed  military  compan- 
ies of  the  city  of  Troy  to  proceed  to  Albany  to 
aid  the  sheriff  of  Albany  county  in  executing 
process  upon  the  rebellious  tenants  of  the  west 
manor.  On  Tuesday  morning,  the  Troy  Citi- 
zens' corps,  Capt.  Pierce,  the  Troy  City  guard, 
Capt.  Wickes,  and  the  Troy  independent  artil- 
lery, Capt.  Howe,  proceeded  to  Albany  in 
obedience  to  this  order.  These  companies,  in 
connection  with  the  Albany  Burgesses  corps, 
Capt.  Bayeux,  the  Albany  Union  guards,  Capt. 
Brown,  the  Albany  Republican  artillery.  Capt. 
Strain,  the  first  company  Van  Rensselaer 
guards,  Capt.  Kearney,  the  second  company 
Van  Rensselaer  gu-ards,  Capt.  Berry,  all  being 
under  the  command  of  Major  William  BIockI- 
goofl,  marched  12  miles  to  the  scene  of  disturl>- 
ance,  where  they  remained  until  the  following 
Tuesday,  when  they  returned  to  Albany,  over  a 
very  bad  road,  covered  with  snow  to  the  depth 
of  15  inches.  Speaking  of  the  deportment  of 
the  citizen  soldiers,  an  Albany  paper  remarked  : 

Everything  we  liear  of  their  bearing  and  di-port- 
ment  excites  admiration  and  gratitude.  They 
sttbmittfd  strictly  and  chtt  rfuUy  to  a  di.-icipiinc  as 
rifrid  as  that  observed  in  any  service.  Their  inter- 
course with  the  inhabitants  of  the  resistin?  towns 
was  in  the  hij:hest  dviiTeo  cont  iliatory.  Their  for- 
bearanee  amid  the  taunts  and  insults  of  an  excited 
populace  aw-iitin;;  their  fir-^t  approach  is  worthy 
of  all  pral^-e.  They  diseharired  their  duty  faith- 
fully and  fearlossly.  but  with  a  dup  and  careful  re- 
gard to  the  risihts  of  otliers.  the  peace  of  soi  iety, 
and  thf  honor  of  th-'  service. 

The  formidable  appearance  of  this  large  body 
of  military  in  the  midst  of  the  disaffected 


I  pie  had  the  desired  effect,  and  the  sheriff  <,i 

I  Albany  county  served  the  proces.scs  without 

'  any  opposition. 

!  ELIJAH  S.MITH  KILLKD. 

In  the  east  manor,  of  which  William  P.  Van 
I  Rensselaer  was  patroon,  the  troubles  anion.- 
I  the  tenants  of  the  leased  farm.s  were  often  v»  rv 
I  alarming  in  their  character.    In  the  excitem.-rjt 
j  of  a  gathering  of  a  party  of  disguised  anti- 
j  renters,  on  the  19th  of  December.  18-45.  in  th.' 
town  of  Grafton,  near  the  liou.se  of  Oliver 
West,  a  short  distance  west  of  (irafton  Centnv 
Elijah  Snnth  was  kille<l.    The  latter,  it  seems, 
!  while  defensively  or  asuressively.  had  an  up- 
j  lifted  axe  in  his  hand,  was  shot.    Several  in- 
j  vestigations  were  held  to  di.scover  the  person 
!  committing  the  murder,  and  although  more 
than  200  persons  were  examined,  the  perpe- 
trator of  the  deed  was  not  identified. 

A  POLITICAL  Qt  ESTION. 

Gov.  Seward  in  .several  of  his  annual  messages 
called  the  attention  of  the  legi.<lature  to  th^ 
matters  complained  of  by  the  manor  tenants. 
A  commission  v/as  appointed  but  nothing  of  a 
definite  or  a  pacific  character  resulted  from  its 
investigations.  The  anti-rent  feeling  affected 
not  only  the  local  but  the  state  politics  for  a 
number  of  years,  particularly  from  1S42  to 
I  IS-IT.  In  time  the  vexing  questions  connected 
j  with  the  collection  of  rents  by  the  agents  of  the 
patroons  ceased  to  trouble  the  public  mind.  In 
1854  the  patroons  conveyed  their  interests  in  tlio 
j  rents  due  them  to  Walter  S.  Church  of  Albany, 
who  for  a  time  brought  suits  against  the  sl\ 
non-paying  tenants  and  niadi*  collections  of 
rents. 

j  THE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHrKCH  OF  THE  TOWN  OF 
I  GKAFTON. 

j  The  first  Baptist  church  and  society  of  th'^ 
town  of  Grafton,  as  named  in  the  certiticate  of 
incorporation,  in  l.<41.  had  its  oriarin  early  in 
the  century,  when  at  sev»Tal  places  in  the  town 
small  congregations  of  Baptists  were  accus- 
tomed to  assemble  to  hear  cei  tain  elders  of  ilie 
church  preach.    Wlmt  is  known  as  the  Cobb 

I  schoolhouse,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the 
town,  was  one  of  the  places  where  divine  wor- 
ship was  held.  A  .second  place  of  assemblatrc 
was  the  schoolhouse,  at  East  (irafton.  formerl> 
designated     as    the    Scrivcn  ncighborho(»d. 

I  Often  when  the  coni^rec  itions  were  too  larsr* 

j  to  be  accommodated  with  seats  in  the  scho'l- 
house,  it  is  said,  the  pcojde  repaired  to  Ci»l. 
Scriven's  barn,  where  they  held  some  ver>'  in- 
terestinir  meetlmrs.  Elder  Hull  at  this  time 
officiated,  and  once  ministered  when  the  ele- 
ments of  the  Lord's  supper  were  partaken  of 
by  the  mcmV'ors  of  the  congregation  in  ilic 
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barn.  Elder  Joseph  Wilcox  was  early  known 
ur5  haWng  charge  of  the  conLrrc-^'atiou  worship- 
ing in  the  Cobb  school  house.  Durini?  the 
tiummer  of  1815  a  moetint,'  was  h»-ld  in  the 
maple  grove  on  the  farm  of  the  late  Peter  S. 
Hjdorn.  It  was  here  that  the  He  v.  Nathan 
Lewis,  son  of  Elder  John  Lewis,  was  ordained. 
From  these  several  organizations  the  (Jralion 
Baptist  church  was  formed  in  ls;37.  The  first 
church  edifice,  erected  by  the  liberality  of 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  was  built  near  the 
present  residence  of  Dr.  Amos  Allen.  Among 
the  first  members  of  the  society  were  Benajah 
Allen,  Daniel  Brimmer,  John  Crandall,  Roswell 
Crandall,  Cjtus  Davenport,  Daniel  P.  M. 
Davison,  Ezra  Davison,  John  Eldred,  George 
Hakes,  Jabez  Hakes,  John  Howard,  Ira  Lam- 
phire,  John  L.  Lamphire,  Nathan  Lewis,  Oliver 
Main,  Joseph  D.  Rogers,  Ira  Stone,  David 
West  and  Elisha  Wells,  For  a  numlx-r  of 
years  the  Rev.  N.  Lewis  and  the  Rev.  J.  D. 
Rogers  jointly  had  charge  of  the  spiritual  con- 
cerns of  this  congregation. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  1841,  a  meeting  of  the 
members  of  the  society  was  held  at  the  house 
of  Benajah  Allen  for  the  purpose  of  complying 
Tvith  the  statute  respecting  the  incorporation  of 
religious  bodies.  At  this  meeting  Benajah 
Allen,  Potter  Maxon,  Caleb  W.  Seiiven.  Joseph 
D,  Wells,  Zebulon  P.  Burdick  and  Rufus  8. 
AVaite  were  elected  '*  trustees  of  the  First  Bap- 
tist church  and  society  of  the  town  of 
Grafton." 

About  the  year  1851  the  work  of  erecting  a 
new  church  edifice  was  begun,  the  site  selected 
being  a  short  distance  east  of  the  old  building 
at  Grafton  Centre.  During  the  pastorate  of  the 
Rev.  J.  D.  Rogers,  about  the  year  isr/j,  the  new 
house  of  worship  was  finished  and  dedicated. 

The  following  pastors  have  served  this  church 
since  the  year  1827  :  The  Revs.  Nathan  Lewis, 
Joseph  D.  Rogers.  H.  J.  S.Lewis,  P.  T.  Shirley, 
  Timberman,  E.  D.  Wilcox,  Roswell  Col- 
lins,          Catlin.    The  Rev.  H.  J.  S.  Lewis  is 

'he  present  pastor. 

TUE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CIU  RCII  OFORAFTON 

The  earnest  labors  of  Lorenzo  Dow  about  the 
t»eginningof  the  present  century  were  fruitful  in 
'be  formation  of  a  large  number  of  Methodist 
ft)Dgregation3  along  the  eastern  border  of  th" 
•tate.  In  1828,  on  the  seventh  day  of  April,  the 
'.'iembers  of  the  Mrthodist  Episcopal  society  in 
ihe  town  of  Grafton  assembled  at  tlie  usual 
I'iaee  of  worship  and  eh-cted  David  Hayner. 
J"hu  P.  I.  Hayner  and  Timothy  B.  Wilds  trii<- 
W-.S,  by  which  the  body  became  incorporated. 
A  church  was  erected  on  the  road  U  ading  to 
'Tdfton  Center,  about  a  mile  ea.st  ot  Qua<-keM- 
^ill,  which  was  known   a.s  the   "  Hemlocks 


I  church."  This  old  building  \Nas  sold,  and  the 
[  money  used  in  building  a  panioiiage  at  (ir;ift'.n 
I  Center  in  lh77.  For  a  time  the  old  chureii 
building  at  Grafton  Center,  erected  by  the 
I  patroon,  was  used  by  the  society  for  divine 
j  worship.  In  l'>77  the  new  church  building  at 
1  Grafton  Center  was  finished,  having  cost  about 
i  tS,bOO.  The  Rt  v.  G.  W.  Doutrlass  was  pastor 
I  of  the  church  at  this  time.  The  present  roll  of 
i  membership  registers  the  names  of  about  fVJ 
I  persons. 

I      TnE  EKEE  METnODIST  CnfRCH  OF  GRAFTON. 

i     The  organization   of   the  Fre»;  Metho.libt 
I  church  of  Grafton  was  effected  on  the  5ih  day 
I  of  January,  18<W.    The  Rev.  A.  B.  Burdiek  wa.-* 
j  the  first  pastor  of  the  cliurch.    In  1873  the  so- 
1  ciety  erected  a  house  of  worship  about  a  mile 
!  east  of  Quackenkill  at  a  cost  of  about  ;?l,2iX>, 
j  For  the  purpose  of  incorporation  the  following 
trustees  were  elected  on  the  li^th  day  of  June. 
1872  :  Edward  Birdsall,  Jonas  Snyder,  (Jeorge 
Craver  and  Aaron  B.  Burdick.  ^ 

TUE    FIRST    FREE    WILL    BAPTIST    CHI  RCH  OF 
GRAFTON. 

This  Baptist  society  wa^*  incorporated,  accord- 
ing to  the  statute,  May  28,  1873.    The  trustees 
I  then  elected  were  the  Rev.  Choate  Pratt,  Ariel 
I  C.  Durkee  and  Warren  Stewart. 

I  GRAFTON  CENTER. 

i  Grafton  Center,  which  is  situated  about  13 
i  miles  east  of  the  city  of  Troy,  is  in  the  center 
I  of  the  town.  In  l8:'r>  the  place  was  known  as 
I  the  Patroon's  Mills,  where  at  an  early  date  the 
;  patroon  of  the  manor  of'  Rensshierwyck  had 
I  erected  for  the  use  of  his  tenants  a  grist  mill,  a 
saw  mill,  a  church  and  a  tavern.  In  183C  there 
!  was  a  grist  mill,  a  tavern,  a  store  and  about  a 
!  half  score  of  buildings  here.  In  the  village  at 
j  present  there  are  two  churches,  two  hoteli;. 
I  three  stores,  two  blacksmith  shops,  a  wagon- 
j  maker's  shop,  a  chiiir  shop,  and  several  shirt 
i  factories. 

I  EAST  GRAFTON. 

'  East  Grafton  is  a  hamlet  containing  a  small 
I  number  of  houses.  The  business  interest'  of 
I  the  place  include  a  hotel,  a  store,  a  bhu  k-mith 
j  shop  and  a  wagon  maker's  shop. 

I  QUACKENKILL. 

This  place  derives  its  name  from  the  stream 
'  un  which  it  is  situated.    The  paint  mill  of  E.  H. 
(i.  Clark,  when-  is  manuiaetur--d  **  (Jrafton 
mineral  paint,"  is  the  mo>t  important  bu>ine>.s 
;  interest  in  the  hamlet,    from  •■<-»«)  to  7(Hi  tons 
'  of  paint  are  made  aiimially.    There  are  a  hotel 
and  a  blacksmi'h  shop  in  the  place. 

l-<.pi  l,.vne.V  OF  TIIK  TOWN. 
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CHAPTER  XVL 

THE    TOWN    OF  BERLIN. 

The  Common  Hardships  of  the  Settlers  —  A  Scarcity  of  Food — 
The  Clothing  of  the  Pioneers  —  The  Reception  of  the  Declar- 
ation OF  Independence  —  The  Epidemic  of  1813 — Erection  of  thf 
Town  —  An  Awful  Case  of  Poisoning  —  Churches  of  the  Town 
—  Table  of  Population. 

The  lives  of  the  men  and  women  who  about  \  thus  speaks  of  the  pioneer  life  of  his  grand- 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth  and  the  besrinning  '  father's  laraily  in  the  great  woods  : 
of  the  eighteenth  centuries  were  the  first  pi- 
oneers to  enter  and  settle  within  the  depths  of 
the  great  northern  wilderness  l\ing  on  both 
fiides  of  the  upper  Hudson  were  marked  with 
many  hardship*  and  self-denials.  The  barest 
necessities  of  furniture  were  found  inside  their 
lo(^-buiIt,  b  irk-covered  cabins.  OUed  linen  or 
incased  paper  were  the  common  substitutes  for 
window  glass,  and  dried  stalks  formed  the  cov- 
ering of  the  unfloored  building. 

THE  REMIKISCENCES  OF  A  SETTLEP.. 

The  description  given  of  the  common  experi- 
ences of  the  early  settlers  show  a  variety  of  dis- 
comforts whii*li  people  of  more  modern  times 
seldom  endure.  Among  the  lii'st  to  penetrate 
the  great  woodland  in  the  -vicinity  of  the  Little 
Iloosick  river,  near  its  source,  in  the  present 
town  of  Berlin,  was  Daniel  Hull.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1709  he,  on  foot,  left  Connecticut  in 
search  of  a  suitable  spot  where  he  Tuight  build 
himself  a  home,  and  by  tillage  obtaiu  a  living 
for  his  family.  Having  found  such  a  locality  in 
the  south'jrn  part  of  Hoosick  valley,  he  re- 
turned home.  His  two  sons  bcg;xn  in  the 
winter  of  that  year  to  clear  away  the 
trees,  and  shortly  he  with  them  erected  a  log 
house  near  the  site  of  the  present  residence  of 
DanielJ.  Hull.  U  is  said  that  in  1770  he  brought 
his  family  and  the  few  household  goods  whieh 
he  posscss.  d  as  far  as  the  DoutrUis  farm,  where 
now  is  Kiist  Stcphentown.  He  had  with  him  a 
yoke  of  o^m,  a  farm  cart  an-l  a  horse.  Beyond 
this  st«)i)ping  point  there  was  noopeu  road,  and 
he  was  cuii!pi;ll.  <l  to  kave  the  cart  and  pursue 
the  rcmuindt  r  of  his  journey  along  an  old  In- 
dian trail.    Nelson  Hull,  iu  his  reminiscences. 


When  they  arrived  at  thoirnew  home  their  vra- 
I  visions  were  nearly  consuiiied.  !Mean3  must  be 
I  taken  to  replenisli  their  store.  This  liow)- 
;  in^  wilderness  was  a  poor  market  to  luok  fur 

stores  for  subsistence.  Boars  aud  deer  and  othor 
i  game  roamed  in  the  forest.  Tbe  brooks  were 
;  alive  witli  trout,  but  they  had  no  time  to  t-ik-.* 

them.  Every  moment  must  be  emi)loycd  in  clea:- 
I  ing  up  the  land  to  raise  grain  for  bread  and 
;  increase  their  store  of  the  necessaries  of  life. 
I  Corn  tbey  bought  of  the  Dutch  iu  the  Brimmer 
;  nf'igiiborhood.  To  get  it  ground  tliey  were  noecs- 
'  sitatedto  carry  it  on  horseback  to  a  mill  uear  the 
i  federal  stores,  now  West  Navsau.  Nearly  the  wbolo 
j  of  this  way  was  a  den.«e  forest  ;  the  roa  Is  c-jU- 
i  .■^i>teil  of  nothingbut  pat'!S  niDst  of  the  way.  Ti;e 
!  ciisiaiieo  was  full  '20  miles,  and  it  usually  required 
:  about  three  day.s  to  make  one  of  those  mill  jour- 
'  neys.  In  the  course  of  three  years  a  highway  wx-* 
:  oi-^eued  to  Williamstown,  Mass.,  the  distance  was 

sliortened,  but  it  often  took  three  days  to  get  a 

grist  ground  there  and  retuni  home.  There  was  no 
•  mill  in  the  valley  of  tlie  Hoosick  till  tlio  year  ITTi* 
I  or  ITsO.  This  was  ereeied  by  a  ilr.  Trial,  and  af ler- 
i  warcls  called  tlie  Bates  mUl. 

,  A  SCANTT  SCPrLT  OF  FOOD. 

j      They  had  no  milk,  butter  or  meat,  e.Kcept  oeci- 
;  sionally  some  wild  ;;anie.   They  trot  butlermiik  of 
i   th."  Dutch.   On  this  and  corn  bread  they  moaily 
lived.   The  second  year  ibey  l)a<l  a  small  crop  <  f 
wlieat  aud  nureha-sed  a  cow.   Fare  was  u  little 
i  bt  tter.   The  cow  had  to  be  turned  into  the  woodi 
to  :;et  hcr  livin:,';  if  she  roamed  so  far  away  that 
'  they  could  not  Und  her,  tbe  family  went  to  bed 
'   without  their  supper,  or  supped  upon  dry  bie.\d. 
;   whieli  was  often  the  ca.s.-.    •    *    ♦   The  eeeo'.-  » 
i   year  they  alao  rai-scd  some  pork.   The  mcai:-* 
;   for     raising'     or     fatti  ning     pork     was  a!- 
1    most  whoUv  on  wild  nuts  for  several  year!. 
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The  little  store  of  pork  luld  in  was  generally  con- 
eumed  at  an  early  day  in  the  sprinp.  if  not  long 
before.  When  sprinp  opened  thoy  coninionced 
Diaking  sutrar  from  the  maple.  To  make  up  for 
milk,  w  hich  they  seldom  had  at  this  season,  they 
substituted  sap-porridge.  Several  dl>hes  were 
seasoned  with  tbisboverae;e  fmaple  sutjar] :  it  also 
took  the  place  of  butter.  The  facilities  for  mak- 
ing 't  were  such  they  could  obtain  but  little.  The 
sugar  seldom  lasted  longer  than  the  spring 
months  ;  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  milk  and 
bread  served  them  for  food. 

They  snfiered  much  from  the  cold  •.  it  was  not 
uncommon  to  rise  in  the  morning  with  their  beds 
covered  with  snow  to  the  depth  of  several  inches. 
Their  houses  were  open  and  their  furniture  con- 
sisted of  a  few  articles  of  the  simplest  kind.  Their 
outside  clothing  consisted  of  flannel  or  linsey- 
wool,  in  fashion  not  dissimilar  from  a  hunting 
coat ;  a  jacket  of  the  same,  if  they  could  get  one: 
short  breeches  almost  invariably  of  leather,  eitht-r 
buckskin  or  sheep,  shoes  and  stockings. 

THEIR  OWK  CLOTHES  MAKERS. 

There  were  no  factories  or  mills  to  card  wool  or 
dress  cloth.  Fulling  mills  were  in  use,  but  none 
existed  in  these  parts  for  some  years,  'ihe  tirst 
fulling  mill  in  this  place  was  on  the  Swamp  creek, 
west  of  Cherry  Plain  hUl,  near  the  Bailey  orchard, 
built  by  Mr.  Ludington.  The  wool  taken  from  the 
sheep  was  carded,  spun  and  woven,  also  fulled; 
this  was  done  by  pounding  in  a  trough  or  barrel. 
In  the  usual  way  of  pounding  clothes  at  the  pres- 
ent day;  lastly  cut  and  made  by  their  wives  and 
daughters.   *   *  * 

Their  market  was  Schodack  landing  or  Castlc- 
ton.  In  consequence  of  the  poor  roads  the  market 
could  be  reached  only  in  winter,  with  a  sleigh. 
The  inhabitants,  for  several  years,  seldom  made 
the  journey,  except  when  compelled  to  for  want 
of  salt  (this  article  w  as  very  dear)  and  a  few  other 
indispen.sables.  The  little  trade  carried  on  or  cur- 
rency in  use  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley 
was  m  wheat.  *  *  *  There  was  no  store  in  the 
country  till  1778.  This  was  opened  by  Joseph 
Westcoat,  North  Stcphentown  now.  and  where 
the  house  of  Mrs.  R.  Dennison  Jones  afterwards 
stood.  The  next  by  James  Jones.  17S3,  at  Sweet's 
Corners,  now  South  Berlin. 

THE  PATRIOTISM  OF  THE  SETTLERS. 

When  the  declaration  of  independence  was  re- 
ceived the  inhabitants  through  the  country 
assembled  at  the  house  of  Daniel  Hull  to  hear  it 
read  and  counsel  for  future  action.  The  military 
formed  in  line  on  the  ground,  now  the  door-yard 
in  front  of  Benjamin  L.  Hull's  house.  Here 
Daniel  IIuU  read  the  declaration  for  t!ie  first  time 
publicly  in  the  valley  of  the  "Hoosiek.  After  the 
reading,  he  said  :  "  I  am  one  to  sustain  this  dechira- 
tiun.''  Hcquoting  the  commanding  ofiiccr  U  think 
Cupt.  JSamuel  Shaw)  to  order  his  ranks  to  i>v*  n  to 
the  rigi;ta!id  loit,  which  was accontiugly  done,  he, 
iDauiel  Hull),  steppinr;  forth  betwecu  the  tw..  lines 
requested  all  that  would  sustain  the  declaration  to 
follow  him.   Seeing  an  exciting  stir  and  sn.ile 


I  from   the    soUUers,    looking    behind  himself. 

I  he  saw  his  wife,  who  had  joined  in  the  line 
of  march,  acknowkdiring  her  services  should  not 
be  withheld  in  sustaining  that  declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. Every  man  joined  in  this  Une  of  march 
as  volunteers  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  Inde- 
pendence.   It  is  said  the  reading  of  the  declara- 

I  tion  and  the  e.xeicises  were  affeclini:,  and  a  deep 
sense  of  the  importance  of  the  cause  and  the 
trust  pervaded  the  heart  of  every  Individual 
present. 

Much  deprivation  and  suffering  were  in  every 
part  of  the  couutry.  Every  able-bodied  man  was 
serving  his  country,  cither  at  home  or  abroad. 
The  lands  were  ret:leettd,  families  left  in  want, 
but  all  was  w  ith  a  willing  heart  for  independorce. 
The  women  did  not  withhold  ;  they  applied  their 
hands  to  the  tilling  of  the  lands,  etc.,  to  keep  a 
I  starving  family  alive,  and  a  fami.»-hing  soldier. 

j  THE  NAMES  OF  THE  FIRST  SETTLERS. 

Godfrey  Brimmer  is  accorded  the  honor  of 
being  the  first  settler  located  on  the  territory 
now  embraced  within  the  boundaries  of  the 
town  of  Berlin.  He  is  said  to  have  made  bis 
home  in  the  northern  part  of  this  portion  of  the 
manor  of  Rensselaerwyck  as  early  as  the  year 
17Gr>.  Reuben  Bonesteel  came  shortly  atter- 
wards.  In  17G0  Peter  Simmons,  Jacob  O.  Crop- 
sey  and  Joseph  Green  were  numbered  among 
the  persons  occupying  farms  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  Col.  Caleb  Bcntley  took  to  fariLini;  in 
the  northern  and  Tiiomas  Sweet  in  the  south- 
em  part  about  this  time.  Paul  liraman,  James 
and  Daniel  Dennison,  Nathaniel  NUos,  Pcleij 
Thomas  and  Joshua  Whitford  were  also  early 
settlers. 

Nelson  Hull  in  his  reminiscences  thuj?  refers 
to  the  tide  of  emitrration  in  this  vicinity : 

After  the  revolution  new  settlers  began  to  come 
in  and  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  cultivation. 
Mechanical  arts  began  to  increase.  A  saw  mill 
was  built  near  the  year  17"^  by  Amos  Sweet,  in  the 
hollow  east  of  the  Christian  chapel.  A  black- 
smith shop  was  opened  by  Thomas  Sweet,  on  the 
east  side  of  the  road,  a  short  distance  north  of 
Sweet's  Corners.  This  was  much  earlier  than  the 
above  date. 

The  earlv'inhabitants  of  the  country  were  cen- 
erally  quite  healthy  and  athletic,  but  a  doctor  iaw 
,fit  to  settle  here,  whether  for  weal  or  woe.  near 
I  the  year  1775~Dr.  John  Forbcs-at  Sweet'.s  Cor- 
j  ners. 

1  The  first  fr.nme  house  in  the  pre«;ent  limits  of 
j  the  town  of  Herlin  was  built  by  Daniel  Hull,  near 
1  the  clo.se  of  the  rev.Mution,  on  the  same  ground 

where  now  re ides  Daniel  J.  UuU. 
,     In  1813  an  epidemic  made  its  appearance  in  the 
I  valley  of  the  Lloo.-^ick  and  swept  throutru  the 
country  like  a  tornado.    •   •    •   There  was  little 
or  no  excepti-  n  as  to  age  ;  the  young  and  l\f  ath- 
letic fell  before  the  destroyer.   Mourning  was  In 
'  almost  every  house  :  but  few  famiUos  escaped- 
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Few  cases  were  cured.  It  made  Its  appearance 
near  midwinter,  and  continued  till  wurni  weather. 

TOWN  OF  BKRLIN  EKLCTED. 

By  "  an  act  to  divide  the  towns  of  Peters- 
burg, Stephentowi  and  Scliodack,  in  the  county 
of  Rensselaer,  into  tive  towns,"  i)a.ssed  by  tlie 
legislature  March  21,  180G,  the  town  of  Berlin 
was  erected.  The  boundary  lines  of  the  lowTi 
were . 

All  that  part  of  the  town  of  Petersburg  Ijin? 
south  of  a  line  drawn  from  the  south-east  corner 
of  the  town  of  Troy,  in  a  direct  course  with  the 
south  line  of  Troy,  east  to  the  line  of  the  state  of 
Massachusetts:  and  all  that  part  of  the  town  of 
Stephentown  lying  north  of  a  line  d^aw^^  from  the 
north-east  corner  of  the  tovN-n  of  Shodack,  running 
east  to  the  aforesaid  line  of  Massachusetts,  shall 
be  a  separate  town  by  the  name  of  Berlin,  and  the 
first  town  meeting  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of 
Charles  Denison. 

In  1812,  June  19,  a  part  of  the  territory  of 
the  town  was  taken  to  form  the  town  of  Sand- 
lake. 

The  town  lies  near  the  centre  of  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  county.  The  Kinderhook 
creek  flowing  southwardly  and  the  Little 
Hoosick  northwardly  are  the  two  principal 
streams  watering  the  town.  Several  lakes 
beautify  the  western  part  of  the  town.  . 

P0I30XED  HIS  WIFE. 

'  In  the  year  1845  the  people  of  the  town  of 
Berlin  were  horriiied  by  the  details  of  a  crime 
which  for  its  cold-blooded  character  is  without 
a  parallel.  The  facts  connected  with  its  per- 
petration, as  related  in  the  newspapers,  were 
the  following:  It  appears  that  Henry  G.  Green, 
a  resident  of  the  town,  became  enamored  of 
a  young  woman  named  Mary  Ann  Wyatt  of 
Lowell,  Mass.  Green  made  her  acquaintance 
while  she  was  a  member  of  a  theatrical  troupe 
with  which  her  brother  was  associated. 
After  a  short  engagement  they  were  mar- 
ried. Soon  after  their  marriage  they 
in  company  v-ith  a  number  of  other  friends 
made  a  visit  to  Hoosick.  In  a  merry  way  one 
of  the  ladies  had  told  (ircen  that  she  had  once 
entertained  hopes  that  she  would  have  been  his 
wife.  By  some  strong  fatality  he  at  once  began 
in  a  secret  way  to  plan  the  death  of  his  wife  by 
the  administration  of  poison.  Opium  was  first 
used  by  him,  but  this  only  sickened  his  wife  for 
a  time.  He  then  purchased  a  quantity  of 
arsenic,  which  he  put  in  the  ootlce  and  soup 
partaken  of  by  his  unsuspecting  and  loving 
wife.  In  his  confession  lie  admitted  that  his 
victim  was  all  that  he  could  have  desired  her  to 
be,  but  that  his  mind  wa.s  bent  upon  her  re- 
moval so  that  he  n»ight  marr^'  the  woman  who 
had  playfully  told  him  that  .she  had  thought  she 


would  have  been  his  bride.  He  declared  thai 
he  had  co  fears  of  detection,  and  that  the  tir.t 
feeling  of  sympathy  he  had  for  his  wife  wa> 
when  he  witnessed  her  suUcring^i  from  the  »  f. 
feet  of  the  poi.son.  It  i.s  said  that  he  had 
evinced  his  affection  for  his  wife  after  their 
maVriage,  on  the  9th  day  of  February,  by  pre- 
senting her  with  a  cloak,  a  dress  and  other  ar- 
ticles. His  wife  never  became  aware  of  any 
want  of  affection  on  his  part  until  .she  became 
suspicious  that  he  was  the  cause  of  her  sick- 
ness. Five  days  after  their  marriage  hi.s  wife 
died,  on  the  14th  of  February,  from  the  effects 
of  the  poison  she  had  taken  in  her  food,  pla.'ed 
there  by  her  husband. 

The  judge,  in  pronouncing  sentence  again.-^i 
Green,  said  : 

An  intelligent  jury  have  found  you  guilty,  an  i 
there  is  no  person  who  has  heard  the  trial  who 
does  not  concur  in  tlie  ju-stice  of  the  verdict.  Vou 
stand  condemned  as  guilty  of  having  murdered 
j'ourwife.  Your  case  in  all  respects  exce<'ds  in 
enormity  any  of  which  I  have  ev^r  h^*ard.  It  will, 
no  doubt,  stand  out  on  the  patre  of  history-  as  the 
most  criminally  awful  case  of  murder  thrit  ever 
came  before  court  or  Jury.  You  murdered  her 
deliberatelv  :  you  murdered  the  woman  you  bad 
sworn  but  one  short  week,  I  may  say  four  days  be- 
fore, to  cherish  through  life;  the  woman  whose 
destiny  had  been  placed  In  your  keeping,  in  lew 
than  one  week  after  marriaire  you  deliberately 
poisoned.  You  pursued  yuur  design  day  and  eight, 
repeating  the  deadly  potation  from  time  to  time 
until  she  expired,  and  then  added  to  the  crime  of 
murder  the  blade  crime  of  perjury,  for  you  viola- 
ted the  most  solemn  vow  you  made  at  the  al:ar. 

For  this  crime  Green  was  hung,  on  Wednes- 
day, Sept.  10.  1845. 

In  the  burying  ground  near  the  village  of  Ber- 
lin two  marble  tablets  were  placed,  at  the  head.'? 
of  the  two  graves  ;  one  bearing  the  following 
inscription  : 

Henry  G.  Green,  born  Dec.  .JO,  iSiJ,  died  Sept.  10. 
1845. 

"  Prepare  to  meet  thy  God." 
Another  marking  the  tomb  of  his  wife  : 
Man'  A.  W.  Green,  died  Feb.  14.  18-W.  In  the  ■£U^ 
year  of  her  age. 

This  monument  is  erected  by  the  cltlzons  of  Ber- 
lin in  memory  of  Mary  Ann  Wyatt,  wife  of  Henry 
I  G.  Green,  who  was  married  Feb.  9,  ls46,  and  on  the 
I  14th  day  of  the  same  month  was  poisoned  by  her 
I  husband  with  arsenic  without  any  real  or  pre- 
I  tended  cause. 

H.  autiful.  lntelli;:ent  and  virtuous,  she  was 
i  wept  over  by  the  community,  and  the  violated  law 
\  justly  exacted  thelife  of  her  murderer  a.<t a  penalty 

for  his  crime, 
j  THE  SEVESTU  DAY  HA.PTI3T  CHfKCII. 

I     This  religious  society  dates  its  organization 
on  the  24th  of  Septcnil>er,  1780.     It  was  lirst 
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known  as  the  Sabbatarian  church  of  Christ  in 
Little  Hoosick.  The  tirst  meetinc:  for  the  pur- 
pose of  organization  was  hold  at  the  house  of 
Joshua  Whitford,  on  the  South  Hollow  road. 
Elder  John  Burdick  of  Hopkinton.  R.  I.,  and 
Elder  John  Davis  of  Farinintjfon.  Conn.,  were 
the  chief  organizers  of  this  society.  At  the 
first  meeting  William  Coon  was  selected  as 
elder  of  the  concresration  and  William  (ireen- 
man  deacon.  In  ISOO  tho  tirst  house  of  wor- 
ship was  erected,  which  was  first  used  for 
divine  service  on  the  31st  of  October  of  that 
year.  It  had  a  seating  capacity  for  about 
300  persons  and  cost  about  $2,000. 
In  the  month  of  August.  1821.  the  building  was 
blown  doNvn  during  a  tornado.  In  1S23  the 
erection  of  a  new  structure  on  the  old  church 
site  was  begun,  which  was  completed  in  1825. 
In  184S  it  was  enlarged  by  the  addition  of  a  ves- 
tibule and  a  bell  tower,  and  in  1*?7G  it  was  fur- 
ther remodeled.  The  present  building  was  ded- 
idated  in  the  winter  of  1825-26,  elder  William 
Satterlee  officiating.  During  the  erection  of 
the  church  the  society  was  incorporated.  For 
this  purpose  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  school- 
house  in  the  village  of  Berlin  on  the  Sthof  Feb- 
ruary, 1S24.  The  following  persons  were  elect- 
ed trustees  of  the  "Seventh  Day  Baptist  socie- 
ty in  Berlin " :  Edward  Whitford,  Lodowick 
Saunders,  Asa  Coon,  W.  Green  and  Benjamin 
Vars. 

The  following  elders  have  had  charge  of  the 
spiritual  affairs  of  the  society  since  its  organ- 
ization :  Elders  William  Coon,  17S0-1821  ;  Asa 
Coon,  1821 ;  William  Satterlee,  1822-iO ;  J.  L. 
Scott,  lSi7-49:  J.  H.  Cochran,  184'.V53  ;  L.  C. 
Rogers.  lS.>3-o7 ;  A.  W.  Coon,  1S57-63 ;  Varnum 
Hull,  lS6:i-0o  ;  Solomon  Carpenter.  1805-0  i ; 
J.  Summerbell,  1807-75  ;  and  Elder  B.  F.  liog- 
ers  to  the  present  time. 

The  present  roll  of  membership  of  the  so- 
ciety bears  the  names  of  141  persons.  This 
church  is  in  the  village  of  Berlin. 

THE  FIRST  DAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH. 

This  society  was  organized  about  the  close  of 
the  revolutionary  war.    A  house  of  worship 
built  ot  logs  was  erected  near  the  present 
boundary  lines  of  the  towns  of  Berlin  and  Stt- 
phento\\-n.    Tlie  first  settled  minister  over  this  t 
society  was  Elder  Justus  Hull,  who  was  or-  ] 
dalned  about  the  year  1784.    He  continued  his  ! 
pastoral  relations  with  the  society  until  hi.H  i 
death,  May        IS^vi.    The  tirst  meeting  held  j 
for  the  purpose  of  incorporating  the  society  j 
was  on  the  24th  of  January,  1>24,  at  the  meet-  ! 
ing  house  at  Berlin.    Daniel  Hull.  Daniel  (^ray,  i 
Aibin  Matison,  Joseph  Crandall  and  (. lark  Bly  | 
vrere  then  elc-'ted  trustees  of  the  lirst  day  Bap- 


tist society  in  the  town  of  Berlin.  A  second 
meetinc:  for  the  same  purpose  appears  to  have 
been  held  on  the  13th  of  January,  1834.  when 
John  Reeve,  Joseph  Crandall,  Ebenezer  Robin- 
son, Samuel  (ireen,  Jonathan  H.  Rhodes,  Wil- 
liam J.  Sheldon,  Jonathan  Nichols,  Clark  B. 
Lamphire  and  Henry  Brown  were  elected 
trustees. 

The  following  elders  have  served  the  congre- 
gation :  Elders  Justus  Hull,  1784-1^33  ;  Jo.'-eijh 
D.  Rogers,  18.34-1838 ;  Isaac  S.  Clifford,  1839- 
18.50 ;  William  Bowen,  1850-1851  ;  William 
Smith,  1852-1855 ;  Solomon  Gale,  18.55-l<it*)0 ; 
H.  A.  Gould,  1S61-1805;  William  Garnett, 
1860-1807;  J.  C.  Butler,  1807-1808;  and  Elder 
N.  Mulford,  1800  to  present  time.  The  church 
has  at  present  about  200  members. 

THE  CHRISTIAN  CHURCH. 

This  society  dates  its  organization  from  Jan- 
uarj-  27,  1830,  when  it  was  an  auxiliary  to  the 
Petersburgh  church.  In  1S32  the  first  house  ot 
worship,  at  South  Berlin,  was  dedicated  in 
Sei)tember  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Rogers.  Among 
the  persons  named  as  the  organizers  of  the 
society  are  the  Revs.  John  Spoor.  Joseph 
Rogers,  David  Ford  and  Abner  Jones.  In  18f>5 
the  church  building  was  repaired  and  dedicated 
a  second  time.  It  is  a  frame  structure,  having 
about  400  seats.  It  has  on  its  roll  of  member- 
ship the  names  of  about  45  persons. 

The  following  persons  have  ministered  to  thL" 
congresation  :  The  Revs.  John  Spoor,  1831-.32  ; 

David  Ford,  Martin,  Currier,  J.  Uoag. 

 Conklin.  Benjamin  F.  Summerbell,  W.  0. 

Cushen;    Cox.  George  Strevell,  William 

Olin,           Hicks,  J.  R.  Tavlor  and  the  Rev. 

George  Strevell  to  present  time. 

For  the  purpose  of  incorporatinc:  the  society 
a  meeting  was  held  onthc  0th  of  January,  1853, 
at  which  the  following  pe^^on3  were  elected 
trustees  of  the  Christian  chapel  of  Berlin  : 
Ei^bert  B.  Hull,  Lorenzo  B.  Dennison,  Harry 
Hull,  Jonathan  Dennison,  \Mlliam  Jones  and 
Andrew  Hewett. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

The  first  class  of  this  socit  ty  was  organized 
in  November,  1877,  in  the  good  templars'  hall 
in  the  village  of  Berlin.  In  1778  the  erection  of 
a  frame  house  of  worship  was  begun  on  the 
road  a  short  distance  .south  of  the  village. 
It  was  dedicated  January  lU,  1879;  the 
Revs.  L.  Marshall  presidint:  elder,  H.  L.  Starks 
and  J.  W.  Coons  olBciaiing.  The  edifice  has  a 
seatinc:  cai>acity  for  ab<jut  2(>0 persons,  and  cost 
about  $l,'~:'-»0.  The  ciiureh  h.us  about  35  mem- 
bers. The  pastors  of  the  church  have  been  the 
Revs.  J.  M.  Appleman,  J.  W.  Coons  and  the 
Rev.  Charles  B,  Lewis  to  date. 
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THE  GERMAN  LUTHERAN  ZION'.S  CHURCH. 

The  congregation  of  this  church  was  organ- 
ized on  the  Orst  Sunday  in  May,  1SG3,  in  South 
Berlin.  In  1SG3  a  frame  buikliu;;  for  a  house 
of  worship  was  erected,  which  was  dedicated 
October  23,  1S63,  the  Rev.  F.  A.  Classen  of- 
ficiating. The  cost  of  the  building  was  phit-ed  ! 
at  $i50,  and  it  has  a  seating  caj)acity  for  about  i 
250  persons.  The  number  of  its  present  mem- 
bership is  5S.  The  pastors  of  this  church  have 
been  the  Revs.  John  Bochert,  F.  A.  Classen,  F. 
Heinle,  Dieterich  Bruno,  and  the  Rev.  George 
Vetter. 

BERLIN. 

This  village  on  account  of  its  situation  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  town  is  frequently  called 
North  Berlin.  The  eastern  turnpike  from  Al- 
bany to  Williamstown,  Mass.,  projected  in  the 
early  part  of  this  century,  passed  through  this 
place.  In  1836  it  is  mentioned  as  having  "  a 
small  public  library,  one  Seventh  day  Baptist 
church,  two  grist  mills,  two  saw  mills,  a  tavern, 
three  stores,  and  about  50  dwellings."'  In  the 
village  at  present  there  are  three  churches,  two 
hotels,  a  number  of  stores  and  shops  and  about 
150  dwellings.    The  oldest  house  in  Berlin  is 


said  to  be  the  one  occupied  by  James  Irwin, 
which  was  built  about  the  close  of  the  last  cen- 
tury by  John  Itceve. 

BERLIN  CENTEH. 

This  place  is  .situated  very  near  the  centre  of 
the  town  on  the  Little  Hoosick  creek.  Ah  early 
I  as  the  year  1700,  the  hamlet  was  un  iniportani 
point  in  the  town,  there  being  here  a  tavurn.  a 
store,  a  tannery  and  a  potashery.  In  IS'iOihf 
place  comprised  a  church,  a  store,  a  tavern  and 
about  16  dwellings.  At  pres^-nt  the  place  In- 
cludes a  store  and  postofflcc,  a  tavern,  a  car- 
penter shop,  and  about  a  score  of  buildings. 

SOUTH  BERLIN. 

This  hamlet  Ls  in  the  south  part  of  the  town, 
and  is  situated  on  the  Little  Hoosick  creek. 
The  Christian  church,  a  cheese  factory,  two 
blacksmith  shops,  a  steam  saw  mill  and  about 
25  buildings  compose  the  place. 

POPULATION  OF  THE  TOWX  OK  BEBLIN. 

ISIO  3,012  I  l^-V)  2.no.-. 

1S1.5  l.it.V)    Is-V)  2.1f7 

l^iO  l.ywi  I  i-v,o  2,2j.'» 

Ls-i.-i  l.UMt  I  l^^^  2.1441 

1S:0  -'.out    I'^Tl)  2.0ns 

1S>.J  1.7."j7  I  1ST5  2.2.'/i) 

I    IMIO  1,71U  I  1660  2.203 

1S45  1.645  I 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

THE    TOWN    OF  NASSAU. 

The  Home  Life  of  the  Early  Settlers  —  The  Productions  of  the 
Gardens  —  The  Summer  Habits  of  the  Indians  —  The  Labors  of 
AN  Early  Missionary  —  Erection  of  Philipstown  —  The  Indian 
Titles  of  the  Anti-Renters  —  The  Birthplace  of  John  A.  Gris- 
wold  —  The  Churches  of  the  Town  —  Its  Villages  and  Hamlets 
—  Population. 


The  domestic  life  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  1 
county  of  Rensselaer  was,  no  doubt,  dull  and 
monotonons.    Recreation  in  its  more  modern  j 
acceptation  seldom  lightened  the  constant  and  j 
increasing  cares  of  the  busy  households  shel- 
tered beneath  the  rooms  of  the  widely  scattered 
log  houses  in  the  manor  of  Rensselaer^^Tck. 
Labor,  from  early  morning  until  darkening 
night,  permitted  little  rest  and  relaxation. 
While  the  cultivation  of  the  fields  demanded  tlie 
attention  of  men  the  women,  besides  bear- 
ing uncomplainingly  a  multitude  of  burdens, 
Industriously  toiled  in   the  little  spaces  of 
Rround  attached  to  every  dwelling,  known  as 
their  gardens. 

women's  work. 

Referring  to  the  various  household  duties 
which  engaged  the  thought  and  labor  of  the 
females,  a  lady  writing  of  life  in  the  country 
during  the  last  century,  says  : 

Every  one  in  town  or  country-  had  a  grirden  ;  but 
all  the  more  hardy  planfs  grow  in  the  fields,  in 
rows,  amidst  the  hilis,  as  they  were  called,  of 
Indian  com.  These  lofty  pi  ii:ts  sheltered  them 
from  the  sun,  while  the  same  hoein;:  ^erveJ  for 
both;  there cabba'.?es,  potatoes  and  otlieresLulent 
roots,  with  a  variety  of  gourds,  prt-w  to  a  trreat 
t'^ZQ  and  were  of  aa  excellent  quality.  Kidney- 
beans,  asi  aragus,  ceK  ry,  cucumLers,  etc.,  were 
only  admitted  ii.to  tJie  cardtn.  iuiu  which  uo  foot 

man  intruded,  after  it  wa-  du-  in  sprinc.  Here 
^ere  no  trees  ;  thoic  grew  in  the  orchard  in  hich 
l-erf.  ctiun.  .strawberries  and  n.aiiy  hi-'h-llavurcd 
>sr.d  fruits  of  the  s-hrub  kind  ab'.unJed  so  mucii  in 
t!if>  woods  that  they  did  not  think  of  cuitivaiin- 
i;:era  in  their  ^'ardons.  which  were  extremely  noat 
^lit  .'^maU,  not  by  any  means  calculated  for  walk- 
iu.  I  think  I  yet  see  what  I  iiave  often  beheld 


I  both  in  town  and  couTitry,  a  respectable  mistress 

of  a  family  croin^  out  to  her  parden.  In  an  April 
I  morninc,  with  hor  groat  calash,  her  little  pointed 
j  basket  of  seeds,  and  her  rake  over  her  shoulder,  to 
her  labors.  These  were  by  no  means  fi^raiive. 
"  From  mom  till  noon,  from  noon  till  dewy  eve." 
a  woman,  in  very  easy  circumstances  and  abund- 
antly gentle  in  fonn  and  manners,  would  sow.  and 
plant,  and  rake,  incessantly.  These  fair  pardcr.r.rs 
were  also  ?reat  florists;  their  emulation  ami  soUcl- 
tude  iu  this  plea'^in;;  employment  did  produce 
'•flowers  worthy  of  paradise."  Thouj:u  not  set  in 
"curious  knots,"  they  were  arranged  in  beds,  the 
varieties  ot  each  Kind  by  themselves ;  this,  If  not 
varied  and  elegant,  was  at  least  rich  and  gay. 

THE  FRIENDLY  INDIANS. 

The  Indians  from  whom  the  various  tracts  of 
land  had  been  purchased,  from  time  to  time, 
returned  to  the  places  where  they  had  roamed 
in  quest  of  game  before  the  white  men  had  put 
the  ground  under  tillage.  They  manifested  in 
the  days  of  peace  strong  friendly  feelings  to- 
ward the  families  of  the  settlers.  The  visita- 
tion of  these  "wild  men,"  as  the  Dutch  at  tirst 
called  the  aboriginal  inhabitants  of  the  upper 
iludson,  were  generally  made  in  summer.  The 
writer  already  quoted  gives  a  very  intcrestim,' 
description  of  the  habits  of  the  red  men  on 
these  ocea-sions.  when  they  made  their  home 
for  a  season  in  the  vicinity  of  the  residences  of 
the  more  wealthy  and  benevolent  inhabitants  of 
Reusselacrwyck.    tfhe  remarks : 

They  generally  built  a  slight  wigwam  under. '•1:lI- 
ter  of  the  orchard  f-.-nce  on  the  ."hadiest  side,  and 
i.ever  were  neiirlibnrs  more  harmics.s  and  peace- 
able and  oblii,'!:!?— I  miuht  truly  add.  indnstri.'U«. 
for  in  one  way  or  other  they  were  coniLantiy  oc- 
cupied.  The  women  aud  their  children  employed 
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themselves  in  many  ln;,'eniou3  handicraft  x.  which, 
since  tho  introduotion  of  European  art-  and  muiiu- 
factures,  have  greatly  declined. 

INDIAN  HAXDICRAn. 

Baking  trays,  wooden  dishes,  Indies  and 
spoons,  shovels  and  rakes,  brooms  of  a  i.ecu'.iar 
manufacture,  made  by  splitting  a  bircli  block  into 
slender  but  tou'j:h  filament?,  enriched  with  the 
most  beautiful  colc^rs.  which  they  alone  knew 
how  to  exti-act  from  vegetable  substances  and  in- 
corporate with  the  wood.  They  made  also  of 
the  birch-bark  (which  is  liere  so  stroi)-  and  teua 
cious  that  cradles  and  canoes  are  made  of  it,) 
many  receptacles  for  holding  fruit  and  other 
things,  curiously  adorned  with  embroidery  not 
inelegant,  done  with  the  sinews  of  deer;  and 
leggins  and  mocca.sins,  a  very  comfortable  and 
highly  ornamented  substitute  for  shoes  and  stock- 
ings, then  universally  used  in  winter  amon^  the 
men  of  our  own  people. 

They  had  also  a  beautiful  manufacture  of  deer 
skin,  softened  to  the  cou-isteuce  of  the  finest 
chamois  leather,  and  embroidered  with  beaas  and 
wampum  formed  like  bugles  ;  these  with  great  art 
and  industry  they  formed  out  of  shells,  which  had 
the  appearance  of  fine  white  porcelain,  veined 
with  purple.  This  embroidery  showed  both  skill 
and  taste,  and  was  amoni;  themselves  highly 
valued.  They  had  belts,  large  embroidered  gar- 
ters and  many  other  ornaments,  formed,  first  of 
deer  sinews,  divided  to  the  size  of  coarse  thread, 
and  afterwards,  when  they  obtained  worsted 
thread  from  us,  of  that  material,  formed  in  a  man- 
ner which  I  couid  sever  comprehend.  It  was 
neither  knitted  nor  wrought  in  the  manner  of  a 
net,  nor  yet  woven ;  but  the  texture  was  more 
like  that  of  an  officer'b  sash  than  anything  I  can 
compare  it  to. 

While  the  women  and  children  were  thus  cm- 
ployed  the  men  sometimes  assisted  them  in  thti 
more  laborious  part  of  their  bu-i.ne;:^,  but  oftcncr 
occupied  themselves  in  fishinj;  on  the  rivers,  and 
drying  or  preserving,  by  means  of  smoke,  in  sheds 
erected  for  the  purpose,  stureeoa  and  large  eels, 
which  they  caught  in  great  quautitic:  and  of  an 
extraordinary  size,  for  winter  pro\ision. 

Boys  on  the  verge  of  manhood  and  ambitious  to 
be  admitted  into  the  hunting  parties  of  the  ensu- 
ing winter,  exercised  themselves  in  trying  to  im- 
prove their  sKill  in  archery,  by  shooting  birds, 
squirrels  and  raccoons.  «  ■*  *  llie  summer 
residence  of  these  ingenious  artisans  promoted  a 
great  intimacy  between  the  females  of  the  vicinity 
and  the  Indian  women,  whose  sagacity  and  com- 
prehension of  mind  were  beyond  belief. 

THE  ANTIP.VTHY  OF  TUK  INDI-KSS  TOWARD  VUE  NE- 
QHOES. 

It  Is  a  singular  circumstance  that  thou-h  they 
saw  the  nc-rucs  in  every  respectable  family  not 
only  treated  with  humanity  but  cheri^^hed  with  pa- 
rental kindness,  they  always  regarded  th.;m  with 
contempt  and  dislike  as  an  inferior  race,  and 
would  have  no  communication  with  them.  It  was 
necessary,  then,  that  all  conversations  should  be 


'  held  and  ail  buslneis  truiivietcd  with  these  ft  nmleii 
I  by  the  mlMtress  of  the  family ,    In  the  Infancy  of 
i  the  settlement  the  Imliin  l.itiLTuasro  was  familiur  u> 
j  Uie  more  inteliiirent  inhabitants,  who  found  It  very 
useful,  and  were  no  doubt  pl<  ased  with  Itsn.-rvoux 
and  emphatic  idiom,  and  Us  lofty  and  sonorous  ca- 
dence.   It  was.  Indeed,  a  u<ib!e  and  coplom  lau 
gua-^e,  when  one  considers  that  It  served  as  tht- 
vehicle  of  thought  to  u  people  whose  Ideas  aud 
sphere  of  action  we  shouhi  consider  aa  so  very 
ceiifinetl. 

!  THE  MISSIONAUY  OF  KAMAMLCK. 

I     The  Christian  zeal  of  the  Rev.  David  Brain- 
I  ard  for  the  conversion  of  the  Indians  inhabiting 
j  tluit  part  of  the  nuinor  of  Rensselacrwyck, 
I  tlien  designated  as  Kamuniuck,  now  included 
'  within  the  boundari  -s  of  the  town  of  Nassau. 
I  drew  thi.s  devoted  and  .sclf-<ieuying  missionary 
j  to  thus  field  of  gospel  work.    It  la  said  that  this 
I  evangelist  entered  upon  his  brief  residence  in 
I  this  .section  on  the  Ut  of  April,  1743.  The 
;  rude,  one-roomed,  unflooicJ  log  cabin  of  an  in- 
dustrious pioneer,  a  Scotchman,  bccatne  his 
home.    Here,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
■  territory  embraced  within  the  present  limits  of 
'  the  tovm  of  Nassau,  tho  Rev.  David  Brainard 
'  dis.seminated  the  truths  of  the  Christir-n  rc 
I  ligion  to  the  friendly  Indians.    The  short  vi.sit 
,  of  the  pious  man  was  concluded  by  his  p  - 
;  moval,  by  reason  of  ill  health,  on  May  1,  174-1. 
I  The  present  hamlet  of  Brainard  was  named 
i  in  honor  of  this  zealous  missionary's  work  in 
;  this  section  araonir  the  Indians. 
'      About  the  year  17W  Hugh  U'ilson  and  Jo-eph 
Primmer  became  settlers  of  two  tracts  of  land 
'  lying  near  the  present  body  of  water  on  the 
i  western  bovmds  of  the  town,  known  as  Hoasr's 
{Xjud.    At  a  close  remove  from  it  a  number  of 
'  Stockbridge  Iiuliai:s  had  a  village,  which  they 
''  called  Ontikehomuck.    Their  chief's  name  wa> 
Ka.shekckomuck.    On  the  IGth  of  May.  17(W. 
these  Indians  s;jld  two  pieces  of  land  to  Hugh 
Wilson  and  Joseph  Primmer,  one  being  north 
:  and  the  other  south  of  the  pond. 

As  designated  on  tlie  map  of  the  manor  of 
I  Reusselaorwyck  made  Ijy  Jno.  R.  Blccker.  in 
I  17tj7,  the  following  j)er.sons  w.-re  at  that  time 
\  residing  within  the  territory  of  the  present 
,  town  of  Nassau  :  Hugh  Wilson,  lleniy  Post. 
1  John  W.  Schcrmerhorn  and  John.  McCagg. 
I  Subsequently  other  settlers  were  added  to  tbi.s 
i  small  number  of  pioneers.  Thomas  Hi.ck?. 
j  Daniel  Litz,  Titus  Hue«^te'<l.  Major  Abijah  Bush, 
I  Abrahau"!  Holmes.  Jauies  Marks,  John  B.  AJ?it. 
!  William  Koot.  Jonath.iii  Williams.  AmazuUi 
'  Buiiey.  Reuben  Bateman,  David  Waterbury. 
I  Patrick  .McGec  and  Ju.nes  H.  Ball  took  up 
I  Ica.ses  of  land  from  the  putroon  during  the 
'  latter  part  oi  the  century. 
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Hoag's  pond  took  its  name  from  an  early  sot-  I 
tier  named  Jonathan  Hoajr,  who  on  May  IG, 
1792,  purchased  a  tract  of  land  from  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  which  included  the  pond, 
which  was  then  known  as  the  "  Vly,"  or 

Beaver  dam."  This  enterprisinp:  i>ioneer 
erected,  a  short  distance  north  of  the  site  of 
the  Nassau  mills,  a  grist  mill,  which  was  des- 
troyed by  fire  in  I81S.  Jonathan  Hoac:  repre- 
sented his  district  in  the  state  legislature  dur-  ! 
ing  the  years  1798  and  1799.  i 

CREATION*  OF  THE  TOWN  OF  PHILIP3TOWN.  | 

By  "An  act  to  divide  the  towns  of  Peters-  i 
bui'gh,  Stephentown  and   Scho<lack,  in  the 

county  of  Rensselaer,  into  five  towns,"  passed  { 

by  the  state  legislature  March  21,  ISOf),  the  | 

town  of  Philipstown  was  erected.    The  bound-  | 

aries  of  the  town  are  given  as  follows  :  j 

All  the  remaininff  part  of  the  town  of  Stephen-  ' 

town  lying  west  of  a  hne  ruiuiinc  parallel  with  the  ! 

east  line  of  the  said  town  of  Stephentown,  at  a  | 

distance  of  eight  miles  from  the  said  east  line,  and  | 

all  that  part  of  the  town  of  Schodack  lying  east  of  [ 

the  eight  mile  stake,  standins  a  little  east  of  the  | 

house  of  Timothy  Philips,  and  extending  southerly  | 

to  Jonathan  Hoag's  ^nst-mill  pond,  and  thence  | 

southerly  as  the  creek  runs  to  the  north  bounds  j 

of  the  county  of  Columbia,  shall  be  a  separate  towni  • 

by  thenameof  Philipsto-«Ti ;  and  that  the  first  town  j 

meeting  shall  be  held  at  the  house  of  Pliny  Miller,  j 

The  came  of  the  town  was  changed  by  ''  An  j 
act  to  change  the  names  of  to-svns  therein  men-  j 
tioned,"  passed  April  6,  ISOS.  The  clause  in  j 
the  act  referring  to  it  reads  :  "The  town  of 
Philipstown,  in  the  county  of  Rensselaer,  shall  j 
be  named  Nassau."  j 

THE  FIRST  TO^\~S  OFFICERS.  | 

The  first  town  meeting  for  the  election  of  j 
town  ofiicers  was  held  on  the  1st  of  April,  i 
1806,  at  the  house  of  Pliny  Miller,  inn-holder,  j 
The  following  persons  were  elected  :  Super-  ! 
visor,  Jonathan  Iloag;  to^NTi  clerk,  William  j 
C.  Elmore ;  assessors,  Fenner  Palmer,  Joseph  j 
Finch,  Elijah  Adams,  Joseph  S.  Gale  and  Titus  | 
Huested ;  collector,  Charles  Mason ;  overseers  | 
of  the  poor,  Samuel  Gale  and  David  Water-  j 
bury ;   commissioners  of  highways,  Fenner 
Palmer,  Enoch  Benedict  and  James  H.  Ball; 
constables.  Charles  Mason,  William  King  and 
Ebenezer  Martin  ;  fence  viewers,  Enoch  Bene-  ; 
diet,  Fenner  Palmer,  Benjamin  Mason,  Titus  , 
Huested,    Timothy  SiWoy,  (iershorn  Tabor, 
Samuel  Knapp.  John  Turner  and  Jeremiah 
Macks  ;  poundmastors.  Jonathan  Iloag.  Abijah  ; 
Bush  and  Isaac  Dunham.    At  this  meeting  39 
overseers  of  highways  were  elected. 

THE  ANTI-RENT  IKPIANS. 

During  the  anti-rent  troubles  of  ]^''.9-47,  a 


large  number  of  the  tenants  of  the  patroon  of 
Rensselaerwyck  who  at  the  time  occupied 
leased  tanns  in  the  town  of  Nassau  bccam.'^  dis- 
affected. An  anti-rent  organization  was  fomud 
at  the  "old  Martin  tavern,"  at  Hoag's Cornen*. 
It  was  determined  by  its  members  that  they 
would  resist  the  collection  of  ground  rents  and 
by  various  ways  resist  the  ofliccrs  of  th»'  law  in 
the  enforcement  of  the  demands  of  the  patroon. 
The  different  oflicers  of  the  organization  were 
designated  by  hicrh-sounding  titles,  derive^l 
from  the  Indians.  Among  the  names  bestowed 
were  "  Big  Thunder"  to  Dr.  Smith  A.  Bouchton 
ot  Alps,  "Little  Thunder"  to  Franklin  Ablx)tt, 
a  resident  of  Hoag's  Corners,  and  "  Tusca- 
rora"  to  Thomas  Thompson  of  Hoag's  Comers. 

On  one  occasion  the  sheriff  of  Rensselaer 
county,  Gideon  Rej-nolds,  with  a  coinatatu4 
of  25  men.  was  captured  by  this  organization, 
the  members  of  which  were  accustomed  to  array 
themselves  in  outlandish  Indian  costume,  and, 
with  painted  facf  s,  ride  with  alarming  yells  on 
horseback  though  the  country  about  the  time 
a  collection  of  rents  was  demanded.  The  cap- 
ture was  made  near  Alps.  The  horses  of  the 
sheriff  and  his  company  of  law-sustaincrs  wore 
turned  loose,  and  the  sheriff  and  his  po.w  were 
compelled  to  return  a  part  of  the  way  to  their 
homes  on  foot.  A  deputy,  on  whom  the  civil 
process  were  found,  was  tarred  and  feathered. 
Deputy  Sheriff  Lewis  of  Nassau  vdlage  was  on 
another  occasion  similarly  treated  by  the  anti- 
renters. 

MEN  OF  J-AME. 

The  village  of  Nassau  on  the  11th  of  Novem- 
ber, I'^IS,  became  the  birthplace  of  John  Augus- 
tus Griswold.  The  latter  in  1S23,  1801  and  1S3." 
was  a  member  of  the  asscndily  from  Rensselaer 
county. 

Major  Gen.  Johu  E.  Wool  for  a  number  of 
years  made  the  village  of  Nassau  his  residence. 

It  is  said  that  at  the  Van  Valkenburgh  mn  at 
Nassau  Joseph  Bonaparte,  the  .MarquLj  de 
Lafayette,  Major  Gen.  Lewis  Cass,  Martin  Van 
Buren,  Gov.  Clinton,  and  other  distinguished 
persons  have  partaken  of  its  cheer  and  com- 
forts. 

CnURCHES. 

The  erection  of  the  first  church  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  Hoag's  pond,  on  the  western  boundaries 
of  the  town,  in  17^7.  by  a  number  of  persons 
belonging  to  the  Dutch  Reformed,  Lutheran 
and  Prosbyterian  churches,  was  prior  to  the 
preaching  of  the  Kev.  Jacobus  V.  C.  Romeyn 
in  a  barn  wbirh  nnce  stood  opposite  the  site  of 
th<^  dwi  lliuu:  of  Dr.  Samuel  McClellan.  in  Nas- 
sau villa  i;e. 

In  1795  a  house  of  worship  of  an  unJ'  Uomi- 
nntional  chara<^rpr  was  erected  in  the  village  of 
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Nassau.  The  building  stood  near  the  hite  of 
the  present  Reformed  church  parsonage,  on 
Chatham  street. 

FIRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  :<ASS\U. 

The  society  of  the  first  Baijtist  church,  it  is 
said,  was  organized  about  the  year  1700,  and  a 
house  of  worship  erected  a  short  distance  east 
of  Nassau  village.  On  the  7th  of  December, 
ISoO,  the  follo>sing  persons  were  elected  trus- 
tees of  "  the  First  Baptist  church  and  society 
in  Nassau  David  Shaver;-  Ezra  Hemingway 
and  Bernard  H.  Lord. 

SECOND  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  NASSAU, 

The  certificate  of  the  incorporation  of  this 
church  recites  that  the  members  of  the  society 
assembled  at  their  meeting  house  on  Saturday, 
January  IS,  1845,  and  elected  the  following 
persons  trustees  of  the  "  Second  Baptist  church 
and  society  in  Nassau"  :  Stephen  Phillips, 
Alexander  H.  Tucker  and  Caleb  S.  Vickery, 
This  congregation  was  gathered  together  about 
the  year  1820. 

THE  FIRST  BAPTIST  CHUP.CH  AT   EAST  >''AS3AU. 

At  quite  an  early  date  in  the  present  century 
a  Baptist  society  was  or  anlzod  at  East  Nas.-au. 
The  present  house  of  worship  was  erected  in 
1879,  the  former  church  building  hav.ng  been 
destroyed  by  fire.  The  new  house  was  dedica- 
ted October  15, 1879.  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Everts  of- 
ficiating. It  has  a  seating  capacity  for  about 
200  persons.  The  roll  of  membership  of  the 
church  bears  53  signatures. 

THE  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  ALPS. 

This  society  was  formed  in  1S76.    The  erec- 
tion of  a  church  was  commenced  the  same  year 
and  was  first  used  for  worship  on  the  day  of 
dedication,  January  18,  1577.   The  dedicatory  I 
services  were  performed  by  the  Revs.  J.  M.  j 
Langworthy,  J.  B.  Coleman.  William  Fuller  and  I 
W.  H.  Fouderden.    The  buildinij  cost  about  i 
§;i,700,  and  has  a  seating  capacity  for  about  250  I 
persons.    The  number  of  members  is  The 
church  was  incorporated  July  29,  1S7S.  The 
pastors  of  the  church  have  been  the  Revs.  W. 
H.  Fonderden  and  Wilham  H.  Fuller.  The 
church  is  without  a  pastor  at  this  time. 

THE  BAI'TIST  CniTRCH  AT  HOAO'd  CORNERS.  j 

The  house  of  worship  of  the  society  of  Bap-  j 

tists  at  Hoag's  Corners  was  erected  in  l^ol-G2.  j 

The  congregation   is  a  part  of  the  Bapti^st  j 

society  of  North  Nassau.  j 

THE  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  OF  NASSAU.  j 

On  November  11.  1SC2,  the  people  who  had  i 

been  statedly  worshiping  in  the  Union  church  j 

erectai  in  17<J5,  in  Union  village,  now  called  | 
Nassau,  held  a  meeting  and  elected  Andrew 


Gri!Tln  and  Joseph  Bouehton  elders,  and  WilUaci 
Southworth  and  John  Strong  deacons.  For  tbe 
use  of  the  new  body  a  hou^e  of  worship  was 
erected,  and  the  building  was  dedicated  Janu- 
ary 13,  IS'jS.  Thia  edifice  stood  northwest  o! 
the  Nassau  ac  demy  building.  In  ISiS  it  wtts 
moved  to  its  present  site. 

The  society  was  incorporated  in  1S22,  Chaun- 
cey  Porter,  Sttmu',1  Griflith  and  Samuel  B.  Lad- 
low  being  ele-ted  trustees  of  the  "  Presb}tfrtaa 
church  of  Nassau"  on  the  8th  of  May  of  that 
year. 

The  pastors  of  thia  church  have  been  the 

Revs.  Jonas  Coe.  John  Younglove,   Youn^ 

and  Joel  T.  Benedict.  The  Rev.  Ezra  D.  Kin- 
ney, 1^28-29 ;  the  Rev.  Solomon  I.  Tracy,  1830- 
o3;  the  Rev.  Washington  Rosevelt,  l&'M-36 ; 
the  Rev.  Ezra  D.  Kinney,  1SC7-38  ;  tho  Rev.  S. 
Bryant,  1840-42  ;  the  Rev.  John  Baiey,  lb42-4  {; 
the  Rev.  Jostph  llurlburt,  184-t-48 ;  the  Rev. 
Fayette  Shepherd.  1850-52;  the  Rev.  Robert 
Day.  lS5t>-58 ;  the  Rev.  Charles  Doolittle,  185U- 
67;  the  Rev.  G.  R.  Alden,  18G9-70  ;  the  Rev. 
C.  S.  Sherman,  871-75  ;  and  the  Rev.  G.  R. 
Knowles,  1876-78. 

THE  ALPS  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

A  Presbyterian  society  was  organized  about 
the  latter  part  of  the  last  century,  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  to\vn.  A  house  of  wor- 
ship was  erected,  which  about  35  year;*  after- 
wards was  destroyed  by  fire. 

THE  PRESBYTERIAN    CHURCH   OF    EAST  NASSAU. 

This  society  was  organized  in  1807  at  East 
Nassau  by  the  Rev.  John  Younglove.  The 
Union  church  was  used  for  divine  worship  un- 
til it  was  burned  in  1853.  In  the  following  year 
a  Presbyterian  meeting  house  was  erected, 
which  in  January,  1S55,  was  dedicated. 

The  society  was  incorporated  July  S,  185:3. 
when  the  following  persons  were  elected  trus- 
tees :  John  II.  Flaynes.  Joseph  Phillips,  John 
Buih  and  William  H.  Shvrman. 

The  pastors  of  this  church  have  been  the 
Revs.  Barker,  Laidlow,  Henderson,  Henry 
Neill,  Acker  and  Knowles.  The  Rev.  W.  E. 
Faulkner  is  the  present  pastor. 

PROTESTANT     REFORMED     DUTCH    CHURCH  OF 
NASSAU. 

In  the  autumn  of  1803  this  society  was  organ- 
ized by  the  order  of  the  classis  of  the  Re- 
formed I*rotestant  Dutch  church  of  Rensselaer. 
The  Rev.  Jacob  Sickels,  D.  D.,  ordained  the 
first  consistory  of  the  church,  which  included 
the  following  perior.s  :  Dennis  Harder,  Henry 
Goes.  Nicholas  Smith  and  Abraham  Welch 
elders,  and  George  ilelius,  Michael  T.  Smith, 
William  Jacoby  and  Nicholas  T.  Smith.  Until 
the  year  ls>21  this  chia-ge  was  in  conuectiou 
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with  the  church  at  Schodack.  The  Union 
church  was  first  used  by  this  congregation  for 
jAibllc  worship.  In  1920  a  lot  was  pnr.  hastd  of 
Chauncey  Porter,  on  which  a  house  of  worship 
was  erected,  which  was  finished  December  1, 
1S20.  The  con^egation  purchased  the  old 
Union  church  or  Free  church  building.  On  its 
site,  in  1S39,  the  present  parsonaije  of  this 
church  was  erected.  The  roll  of  membership 
of  this  church  bears  the  signatures  of  about 
3oO  persons. 

The  following  persons  have  served  the  con- 
gregation as  pastors:  The  Rev.  Christian  Bork, 
m4r-6  ;  the  Rev.  Jesse  Fonda,  1S09-13  ;  the  Rev. 
Peter  Van  Buren,  1814-':0  ;  from  the  time  of  the 
separation  of  the  church  from  the  charge  of 
Schodack,  the  Rev.  James  Romeyn,  1821-27 ; 
the  Rev.  J.  F.  Moriis,  1829-32  ;  the  Hev.  Chris- 
topher Hunt,  1832-07;  the  Rev.  John  Knox, 
1838-41 ;  the  Rev.  Edwin  Holmes,  18-11-52  ;  the 
Rev.  Richard  H.  Steele,  1852-0^3 ;  the  Rev.  Isaac 
Collier,  1864-€6,  and  the  Rev.  Alfred  H.  Brush, 
1867  to  the  present  time. 

THE  METHODIST  EPISCOP.VL  CHURCH  AT  NASSAU. 

About  a  half  a  century  ago  a  class  of  Method- 
ists was  organized  in  Nassau  village.  The 
meeting  house  of  this  society  was  a  building 
situated  a  short  distance  west  of  the  place. 
This  was  sold  and  the  present  house  of  worship 
erected  opposite  the  Dutch  Reformed 
church.    The  edifice  was  dedicated  in  lSr>3,  the 

Rev.  Carpenter  preaching  the  dedicatory 

sermon. 

The  pastors  of  this  church  have  been  the 

Revs.  William  Anson,  Aaron  SchoQeld,   

Amidon,  Samuel  Howe,  Samuel  Eighmy,  Daniel 
Braj^on,  Elias  Vand  -rlip,  Se\'mour  Coleman, 

Coles  Carpenter   Osborn,  John  Clark,  John 

Pegg,           Pelton.  Abiutban  Osborn.  D.  D., 

John  Alley,  C.  R.  Moiris,         Sprague,  Oliver 

Emerson,  Edward  Asa,  Samuel  Stover,  William 
A.  Miller,  Lewis  Potter,  J.  W.  Belknap.  Rufus 

Pratt,  William  N,  Frazer,  Hiram  Chase,   

Dwight,  H.  C.  Sexton.  F.  Soule,  P.  M.  Hitch- 
cock, A.  Heath,  W.  H,  Washburn,  H.  W.  Slo- 
cum,  A.  D.  Heath  and  C.  M.  Clark. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHUBCH  AT  EAST  NASSAU. 

This  society  was  incorporated  in  ISM.  On 
the  18th  of  April  of  that  year  a  election  was 
held  for  trustees  in  the  Union  Metho<list  meet- 
ing house  at  Eott  Nassau,  and  the  following 
persons  were  elected  trustees  of  the  Union 
Methodist  church  at  E.a.<t  Na.ssau  :  Pliny  Gould. 
Horace  Clark,  David  rhUlips,  C.  R.:o.Je.s  and 
Erastus  Hcmmingway.  The  society  dat-es  its 
organization  in  1S;:0.  The  house  of  worship 
used  by  the  society  was  built  in  1834. 


I    METnODlST    En.-'COI'AL    CnUKCII  AT  DKAI.SARD. 

j  A  society  of  Meihodists  was  organized  in  the 

I  soutiicrn  part  of  the  town  about  the  year  ItAO. 

]  A  house  of  worship  was  erected  that  year  at. 

Brainard.  on  land  proseuted  by  Seth  Hastings, 

j  A  larger  and  more  commodious  structure  was 

I  built  in  1875,  west  of  the  old  buildin;;.  This 

i  charge  is  cormected  with  the  church  at  Nassau. 

!  FREE  UNION  METHODIST  CHUBCH. 

A  house  of  worshii-  erected  east  of  Dunham 
I  Hollow  belougs  to  the  society  of  Methodists.  It 
}  is  knovvTi  as  the  Free  Union  .Methodist  cliurch. 

j  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH. 

j  At  Nassau  village  there  is  a  small  congrcga- 
I  tion  of  Roman  Catholics.  A  neat  chapel  has 
:  been  built  by  the  congregation. 

THE  VILLAGE  OF  NASSAU. 

This  place  was  early  known  as  Union  village. 
It  is  situated  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the 
town,  near  the  west  boundary  line.  A  post- 
ofiBce  was  established  at  this  point  in  1811.  The 
village  was  incorporated  March  12,  1819.  The 
first  village  offices  under  the  act  were  :  Wm. 
B.  Hermance.  Chauncey  Porter,  Samuel  B. 
Ludlow.  Chester  Griswold  and  Ebenezer  Baa- 
sett,  trustees  ;  Henry  Goodrich,  collector,  and 
Calvin  Pardee,  treasurer.  The  present  charter 
was  pas.-.ed  AprU  17,  IbtiC. 

j  The  village  is  spoken  of  in  1836asbeinsr  in  "a 
pleasant  vale  on  the  turnpike  road  fmm  Albany 
to  New  Lebanon,  113^^  miles  southeast  of  the 
former,  18  miles  from  Troy,  and  on  the  Valalie 
creek  ;  has  one  Baptist,  one  Methodist  and  one 
Presb}terian  churc'h  ;  an  academy  incorporated 

I  in  IS^i"),  a  gi'ist  mill  and  a  saw  mill,  one  tavern, 
two  stores  and  about  4U  dwellings." 

Nassau  at  present  is  a  very  attractive  village, 
and  has  about  450  inhabitants  and  about  i^J 
dwelling  houses,  four  churches,  two  hotels,  four 

j  stores  and  about  :K)  shops  and  manufacturing 

j  iJaces.    Anions;  the  latter  are  a  grist  mill,  a  saw 

I  mill  and  a  foundry. 

About  the  year  1835  a  fire  company  was  or- 
ganized in  the  village  and  was  known  as  old  No. 
1  Wa>hingtou  engine  comi^any.  No.  1  was  or- 
ganized July  18,  18?2. 

The  Nassau  Gazette  was  issued  in  December, 
1850,  by  J.  M.  Gc-cr.  It  was  shortly  after  dis- 
continued. 

The  Nassau,  Schodack  and  Chatham  mutual 
insurance  company  was  org;inized  in  1855. 

Gratitude  lodge  of  F,  and  A.  Masons,  No. 
I  674  sprang  from  Na.'^sau  lodtre.  the  first  meet- 
ing under  the  dispensation  to  the  latter  being 
held  September  20,  1^07.  The  charter  to  Grati- 
tude lodf:e  is  dated  June  19,  18»>8.  The  first 
oflicers  under  this  charter  were  George  L. 
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Eighmy,  worshipful  master;  James  Van  Allen, 
senior  warden,  and  George  B.  Mitchell,  junior 
warden. 

EAST  NASSAU, 

The  Tillasre  of  East  Nassau,  in  ttie  south- 
eastern part  of  the  town,  is  situated  on  Kinder- 
hook  creek.  It  was  e<arly  known  as  Scliermer- 
horn^s— John  W.  Schermcrhorn  keeping  the 
first  tavern  at  this  point.  A  postoffice  was  es- 
tablished here  in  1S30. 

In  1836  it  was  described  as  being  at  the  con- 
fluence of  the  Kinderhook  and  Tackawasick 
creeks,  16  miles  southeast  of  Albany,  19  miles 
from  Troy,  containing  one  Methodist  and  one 
Baptist  churches,  one  cotton,  one  woolen  and 
one  stoneware  factories ;  a  tannery,  two 
taverns,  two  stores  and  from  50  to  60  dwellingrs. 

The  present  population  of  the  village  is  about 
200.  There  are  now  in  the  village  i'A)  houses, 
three  churches — a  Presbyterian,  a  Baptist  and 
a  Methodist — two  taverns,  two  stores,  two 
blacksmith  shops,  two  wagon-makers'  shops 
and  two  saw  mills. 

N'ORTH  NASSAU. 

This  hamlet  is  situated  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  town.  A  postof33ce  was  established  at 
this  point  about  1845,  of  which  James  H.  Ball 
was  first  postmaster.  North  Nassau  contains 
a  Baptist  church,  a  store  and  a  small  number 
ot  dwellings. 

HOAG'S  CORNEBS. 

This  hamlet  is  situated  on  the  Tackawasick 
creek.  About  the  year  1S32  the  site  of  this 
place  was  covered  with  heavy  timber,  and  it  is 
said  that  10  saw  mills  were  erected  in  the 
vicinity.  The  place  derives  its  name  from  Wil- 
liam Hoag,  who  here  kept  a  hotel  as  early  as 
the  year  1825.  About  l&i2  a  postoffice  was  es- 
tablished at  this  point.  The  present  popula- 
tion of  the  Corners  is  23,5.  There  are  56  dwel- 
lings, a  Baptist  church,  a  hotel  and  four  stores 
and  four  blacksmith  shops  in  the  place. 


BKAINAUD. 

This  hamlet  wa.'^  early  known  as  Brainar  1  • 
Bridge,  in  honor  of  Joseph  Brainard.  whobu;  •. 
the  bridge  over  Kinil<Thook  creek.  It  wa.s 
tcrwards  changed  to  Brainard,  in  honor  of  th*- 
Rev.  David  Brainard.  the  Indian  missioniir> 
In  1836  it  is  spoken  of  as  being  upon  the  Kiti- 
dcrhook  creek,  24  miles  from  Troy,  bavin;;  i 
cotton  and  woolen  factory,  1  tavern,  2  stores 
and  40  dwellings.  The  Harlem  extension  rail 
road  has  a  station  near  the  place.  The  plart 
now  comprises  a  Methodist  cliuroh.  a  store,  a 
hotel  and  a  number  of  dwellings. 

ALPS. 

In  1836  this  hamlet  in  the  northern  part  o( 

the  town  is  spoken  of  as  having  two  tawrn-i.  a 
store  and  about  20  dwellincrs,  and  being  10 
miles  from  Troy.  At  this  point  at  present  thc^- 
are  a  church,  a  store  and  about  30  buildincs. 
Jonathan  G.  Taft  had  a  store  at  Alps  about  u 
half  century  ago. 

DUNHAM  HOLLOW. 

This  hamlet  derives  its  name  from  Isaac  Dun- 
ham, who  settled  here  about  the  beginning  «.f 
the  century.  It  is  in  the  northeastern  part  uf 
the  town,  and  contains  a  small  foundry,  a  gvw, 
mill,  a  saw  mill,  a  hoop  factory,  a  blacksmi'h 
shop  and  a  small  number  of  dwellings. 

miller's  corners. 
This  is  a  hamlet  composed  of  a  small  collec- 
tion of  houses  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
About  40  years  ago  George  .Miller  kept  a  store 
at  this  point. 

POITLATION  OK  THE  TOT\  X. 
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CHAPTER  XVTII. 
THE   TOWN    OF   STEPHEN  TOWN. 

Boundary  Line  Trouble^  —  New  Vorr  Extendinc;  to  the  Connecti- 
cut River  — The  Sheriee  oe  Albany  County  Resisted  —  One 
Hundred  Pounds  Reward  eor  the  Arrest  oe  Ethan  Allen  — 
The  First  Settler  of  Jericho  Hollow  —  Stephen  A.  Douglas's 
Ancestors — Houses  of  Entertainment  in  — Old  Military 

Officers  — A  Census  of  Slaves  in  the  Town  —  Historic  Review 
OF  Churches  — Villages  and  Hamlets  —  Census  Statistics. 


The  newly  discovered  country  of  America, 
which  attracted  in  the  seventeenth  century  a 
large  number  of  emiErrants  from  Europe  to  its 
shores,  was  of  such  vast  an  extent  that  very 
little  of  its  true  geograi)hy  and  topography  was 
snfliciently  known  to  furnish  what  mitrht  be 
thought  correct  and  explicit  information  by 
which  important  boundary  lines  might  be  desig- 
nated, as  circumscribing  the  various  land  grants 
that  had  been  conveyed  by  the  kinj:«j  of  those 
countries  that  claimed  portions  of  the  continent 
by  nght  of  dLscovery.  For  more  than  a  century 
after  the  occupancy  of  the  different  i-ortions  of 
the  territory  of  the  new  country  by  various 
companies  and  individual  proprietors  questions 
arose  regarding  the  boundary  lines  of  the  greater 
and  lesser  divisions  of  land. 

THE  EASTERN  BOt>'DARY  LINE  DISPUTE. 

The  indeQnite  wording  of  the  patent  of  New 
England  granted  by  King  James  I.  in  IGiO,  was 
for  a  long  time  the  cause  ot  much  controversy 
and  belligerence  respecting  the  position  of  the 
boundary  line  which  should  leg-ally  separate 
the  province  of  New  York  from  the  territories 
of  the  adjacent  New  England  provinces.  In 
I7t>;3,  December  2S,  for  the  pnrpose  of  settling 
the  questions  at  issue,  Lieut.  Gov.  Cadwalladur 
Colden  of  the  proviace  of  New  York  issued  a 
proclamation  declaring  the  Connecticut  river 
to  be  the  ea.st  bounds  of  the  province  of  New 
York.  In  this  pap<  r  the  li-nuenant  governor, 
in  addressing  the  people  of  the  province,  says  : 

To  prevent  therefore  the  Incautious  from  be- 
'••jniin.:;:  Purchiiser;!  of  the  Lands  so  granted:  to 
VKHertthe  liights,  and  fully  to  mauitain  the  juris- 


diction of  the  Government  of  this  Hia  majesty's 
Province  of  New  York  ;  I  have  thought  fit,  with 
the  advice  of  His  majesty's  Council,  to  Isjiue  this 
Proclamation,  hereby  curamandinc  and  requirins 
all  Judges,  Justices  and  other  Civil  (^ffiv^era  within 
the  same  to  continue  to  exercise  Jurisdiction  in 
their  Respective  t^mclions,  as  far  as  to  the  lian!;.* 
of  Connecticut  river,  the  undoubted  Eastern  Lim- 
its of  that  Part  of  the  Province  of  Now  York,  not- 
withstanding: any  contrariety  of  Jurisdiction 
claimed  by  the  Government  of  New  Hampshire,  or 
any  Grants  of  land  Westward  of  that  P.iver,  m.id<? 
by  the  said  Governmert.  and  I  do  hereby  enjoin 
the  lli;;h  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Albany,  to  re- 
turn to  me  or  the  Commander  ii^  chief,  the  Nam^n 
of  all  and  every  Person  and  Persons,  who  undT 
;;rants  of  the  Government  of  New  Ilanip^lnro,  do 
or  shall  hold  the  Possession  of  any  Lands  West- 
ward of  Connecticut  River,  that  they  m.-iy  be  pro- 
ceeded Hsrainst  according'  to  Law. 

Benning  ^Ventworth  who  was  at  this  timr 
governor  of  the  province  of  New  Ilamf  shire  is- 
sued a  counter  proclamation.  March  1.'^,  17C4. 
commaudiiicr  all  the  civil  o.licers  of  that  prov- 
ince "to  deal  with  any  pcrsou,  or  persons,  ih.it 
may  presume  to  inierrui»t  the  inhabiuuts  or 
settlers  on  said  lands  as  to  law  and  justice  doth 
ap[<ertain,  the  prctende'd  right  of  jurisdiction 
mentioned  in  the  aforesaid  proclamation  not- 
withstaniling." 

The  ejection  ot  the  .settlers  from  the  lands 
west  of  the  Connecticut  nver  as  ordered  by  the 
proclamation  of  the  lieutenant  covemor  of 
New  York,  which  tracts  they  had  purch.i.S',d  of 
Governor  Wriitworth.  as  soon  as  the  sher.if  of 
Alliaii)  county  attempted  it,  was  vigorously  r*-- 
c'Lsted.    It  is  said  tiiat  the  governor  of  New 
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Hampshire  from  the  year  ITfiO  to  1768  had 
granted  to  a  larare  number  of  p'^rsons  no  less 
than  13S  to^-nships,  and  that  many  settlors, 
generally  from  Connecticut,  had  taken  up  the 
touds  80  granted. 

TROUBLES  AT  HOSECK. 

As  connected  with  the  history  of  Rensselaer 
county,  it  may  be  related  that  the  sheriff  of 
Albany  county,  on  the  17th  of  August,  176), 
received  intellicjsnce  from  "  Hoseck.''  that  the 
"  New  Hampshire  people  had  turned  Hans 
Jerry  Creiger,  an  inhabitant  under  the  proprie- 
tors of  Hoseck  patent,  out  of  possession  of  his 
lands  and  tenements,  drove  oH  his  cattle  and 
took  with  them  a  parcel  of  Indian  com,  and 
for  the  redemption  of  the  cattle  compelled  him 
to  pay  $i5 ;  and  the  said  express  further  in- 
formed him  that  the  said  New  Hampshire  peo- 
ple were  the  next  day  to  be  at  the  houses  of 
Peter  Voss  and  Bastiane  Deale  in  order  in  like 
manner  to  dispossess  them  of  their  possessions, 
•which  they  had  peaceably  enjoyed  under  the 
proijrietors  of  said  Hoseck  patent  for  upwards 
of  three  years,  except  when  driven  off  by  the 
enemy  (Indians)  during  the  two  last  wars." 

The  sheriff  of  Albany  county,  in  company  i 
with  "  two  justices  and  a  few  other  good  peo-  j 
pie  of  this  province,"  proceeded  to  Hoosick,  | 
■where,  on  his  arrival,  he  was  told  that  the  New 
Hampshire  people  would  not  come  until  the 
following  Monday.    Having  heard  that  the 
New  Hampshire  people  were  at  the  houses  of 
Voss  and  Deale,  he  went  thither  immediately,  but 
on  his  arrival  he  found  that  they  had  departed. 
He  followed  the  party,  and,  overtaking  them, 
arrested  four  of  the  numbt-rand  carried  them  to 
Albany,  where  they  were  eomlued  in  the  county 
jail. 

THE  BENKINOTOX  M03. 

What  was  known  as  *'  the  Bennington  mob  " 
at  this  period  of  local  disturbance,  became  a 
great  terror  to  the  people  Uving  within  tbe 
county  of  Albany,  adjoining  the  province  of 
New  Hampshire.  Of  this  lawless  body  of  men 
it  was  said  that  they  had  seized,  insulted  and 
terrified  magistrates  and  other  civil  officers  so 
that  they  dare  not  execute  thti  r  respective 
functions  ;  rescued  prisoners  for  debt,  assumed 
to  themselves  military  commands  and  judicial 
powers;  burned  and  demolu^hed  the  houses 
and  property  and  beat  and  abused  tbe  persons 
of  many  of  his  majesty's  tubjecis,  expelled 
them  from  their  possessions,  and  put  a  pcrio<l 
to  the  administrations  of  justice,  and  si»read 
terror  and  destruction  througiiout  that  part  of 
the  country  which  was  exposed  to  their  oppres- 
sion. 

For  the  purpose  of  suppressing  thci>e  dis- 
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I  turbances  the  governor,  by  the  recommendation 
1  of  tho  assembly  of  the  province  of  New  Yr'V. 
i  issued  a  proclamation,  March  0,  1774,  "enjom- 
'  ing  and  commanding  all  magistrates,  juslici-j 
j  of  the  peace,  sheriffs  and  other  civil  ofBeers  of 
the  counties  of  Albany  and  Charlotte  to  apprts 
hcnd  and  take''  the  rintcleaders  of  the  Benning- 
ton mob  and  "to  commit  them  to  safe  and 
secure  custody  in  the  gaol  of  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany  to  answer  for  the  several 
offenses  and  to  be  dealt  with  according  to  law." 
A  reward  of  £100  was  offered  for  the  appre- 
hension of  Ethan  Allen  of  Bcnningttm.  yeo- 
man, also  for  the  apprehension  of  Remember 
Baker,  and        for  the  arrest  of  Scth  Warner, 
Robert  Cochran,  Peleg  Sunderland.  Sylvanus 
Brown,  James  Breckenridge  and  John  Smith. 

BLOODY   AFFRAYS   ALOSG    THE  .M.VSSACIIUSETTS 
LINE. 

Between  the  years  1765  and  1709  efforts  were 
unsuccessfully  made  to  settle  the  boundary  line 
betweea  the  provinces  of  Nev/  York  and  Massa- 
chusetts. While  New  York  claimed  a  right  to 
the  territory  to  the  Connecticut  river,  Mas-ia- 
chusetts-  insisted  on  her  owmership  of  the 
oountry  as  far  as  the  Pacific  ocean.  Kmigranis 
from  the  latter  province  took  up  land  in  the 
manor  of  Rensselacrwyck  without  any  permis- 
sion being  granted  by  the  patroon.  Force  be- 
ing often  employed  to  t  ject  them,  blood  was 
frequently  shed  in  doing  it.  Coramissionois 
were  appointed  by  the  two 'provinces  to  de- 
termine the  position  of  the  boundary  line,  who 
met  at  New  Haven,  October  1,1:67.  It  was 
agreed  by  them  that  the  westcin  I  ne  of  Ma^sa- 
chusats  should  be  fixed  at  20  miles  ea^^t  of  tke 
Hudson  river,  but  the  commissioners  could  nol 
agree  as  to  the  way  in  which  the  line  >huuld  be 
determined.  However,  by  an  agreement,  dat' d 
May  li?,  1773,  the  boundary  line  on  the  eastern 
part  of  the  province  was  settled  to  begin  at  the 
northwest  angle  of  the  oblong  and  to  nm 
thence  north  21*  10'  30*  to  the  north  line  of 
.Massachusetts. 

In  December,  17S1  Vermont  took  measures  to 
resist  the  territorial  claims  of  New  York  re- 
specting the  position  of  the  disputed  b-jundary 
line.  To  enforce  obtdience  to  the  laws  of  NeW 
York  Gen.  Gansevoort  had  marched  with  a 
body  of  soldiery  into  the  districts  of  Schaghti- 
coke  and  Hoosick,  where  he  was  confronted  by 
Col.  Walbridge.  The  influence  of  Gen.  Wash- 
ington led  to  less  bloodv  means  for  the  adjudi- 
cation of  these  conilicting  claims.  A  proposi- 
tion was  made  on  the  part  of  New  York  ti;at  i; 
the  le:;isiaturc  of  Vermont,  before  the  firr-t  oi 
January.  17J-!,  should  agree  that  on  or  betor- 
the  Urst  of  June,  1794.  that  state  should  pay  U) 
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New  York  the  sum  of  $30,000,  that  all  right  to 
lands  under  grauts  from  the  government  of  the 
colony  01'  New  York,  or  from  the  i^tate  of  New- 
York  should  cease,  tliose  excepted  which  had 
been  made  in  coniirmation  of  the  grant;?  of  New 
Hampshire.  The  border  troubles  wliich  had 
continued  for  20  yeai-i,  during  which  only  one 
life  had  been  lost,  were  terminated  on  the  i-'Sth 
of  October,  1790,  by  Vermont  consenting  to  the 
terms  proposed  by  New  York.  On  the  ISth  of 
February,  1791,  Vermont  became  a  state  of  the 
Union. 

FIRST  SETTLEK5I. 

The  largest  nuraber  of  the  early  settlers  of 
the  town  of  Stephentowu  were  from  the  New 
England  colonies.  Many  came  from  J^hode 
Island,  settling  upon  the  land  of  the  manoT'^f" 
Rensselaerwyck.  adjoining  the  Massachusetts 
line.  Among  the  tlrsL  of  the  New  England 
emigrants  to  make  their  homes  on  this  part  of 
the  great  manor  were  Joshua,  Caleb  and 
Benjamin  Gardner,  thre.^  brothers :  Asa 
Douglas,  Elnathau    Sweet.  Nathaniel  Kose.- 

Joseph    Carpt;nter,    Alesaiider  Brmvn__  and 

Joseph  Rogers.  Most  of  thesa  settled  here 
about  the  year  1766.  "William  Douglas,  a  grand- 
son of  Asa  Douglas,  is  said  to  have  been  the 
first  child  born  iu  this  part  of  the  manor.  The 
Hon.  Stephen  A.  Douglas  of  Illinois  was  a  de- 
scendant of  this  Douglas  family. 

In  the  year  1760,  it  is  said  thai  Asa  Douglas 
came  from  Flaintield.  Conn.,  into  this  wilder- 
ness portion  of  the  manor  in  search  of  suitable 
land  for  farming  purposes.  Having  met  an 
Indian  chief  he  made  known  his  object.  The 
Indian  told  him  that  there  was  fertile  land  in 
what  was  shortly  afterwards  de>ignated  as 
''Jericho  hollow."  11.,  on  a  survey  of  the 
ground  described  by  the  Indian,  was  satisfied 
of  its  suitableness  lor  farmin?  piirpo.=^es,  and  at 
once  took  up  about  one  thousand  acres  for  cul- 
tivation. One  halt  oi  this  land  now  lies  in  the 
state  of  Massachusetts.  0£  the  thrr«  Gardner 
brothers,  Caleb's  house  was  immedititely  on  the 
boundary  line  of  Massachusetts  and  New  York. 
Joshua  Gardner,  in  1774.  is  s  jid  to  have  cut  a 
private  road  through  the  thick  wootis  from  the 
'old  east  road.''  over  the  mountain  to  the  place 
v.'here  he  had  erected  his  lo^:  house.  Job 
Gardner  soraelime  after  the  year  1777  moved 
from  Providence,  R.  I.,  to  the  vicinity  of  his 
three  brothers'  fartns. 

Among  the  names  of  s.  ttlers  which  app»'ar 
upon  the  district  r^rords  in  17-4,  an-  flie  fol- 
lov.ing:  Stephen  Arnold.  Samuel  Bailey, 
<;iJt;on  Brayton,  Aaron  liudlong,  Alexander 
'  a-so,  HezekiaJi  Coon.  John  Forbs.  B<'njamin 
Orf<in,  Jacob  (ireen,  Edward  Hoard.  Jonathan 
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I  Hovionl,  Ezekicl  Huntington,  William  Kittd. 

,  'Jd.,  Abel   Lewis,   Augustus   Lewis.  Ubadiali 

j  .MutLhews,  Timothy  .Muiii.,ou,  Jouuthuu  N.l.s. 

I  Nathaniel  Ndcs,  W  dliam  Reynolds,  Willi  an 

I  Rose,  Benjamin  Sackett,  William  Saniord,  John 

I  W.    Schermerhorn.    Randal    Shiner,  Samuel 

j  Sweet,  Nathan  Tanner,  Elijah  West,  Jo..hua 

;  Whitford.  .\brahani  Winston  and  Walter  Wor- 

I  den. 

I  EA.RLY  EOAJ)  M.VKINO. 

j  The  following  extract  frem  the  proceedir;gs 

I  of  the  common  council  of  Albany,  of  May  6, 

I  1770,  shows  what  measures  were  taken  to  open 

j  a  road  through  Stephentown  at  that  early  day  : 

I  Levy  Peas  applyed  to  this  board  for  a^^i^t;l:K•t• 

j  to  make  a  road  fium  his  house  through  btepli-.n- 

!  town  to  the  house  of  Andries  Michal. 

!  Risolced,  That  this  board  will  t.ive  20  £  to  tho  In- 

I  habitants  of  istephentown,  or  such  of  them  as  will 

j  undertake  to  make  a  good  and  iuDicieut  w;. .:.';:< -n 

.  road  and  Bridges  from  the  house  of  Levy  Peas 

i  thro'  Stephen  Town  to  the  IPyUse  of  Audric:^ 

i  ilichal,  along  the  ilarkt  Trees  shewn  to  Mr.  iFar- 

j  eelis  and  Aldennan  Ten  Brook,  In  behalf  of  the 

I  widow  Van  Ken.-claer,  undertake  to  piiy  -o^  £ 

j  more. 

f  STEPUENTOWN  DISTRICT. 

I  By  "an  act  to  divide  the  east  district  of  the 
i  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck,  in  the  county  of  Al- 
i  bany,"  passed  March  29,  1784.  that  part  of  the 
i  manor  known  as  the  Stephentown  district  wa.-: 
I  formed.  The  act  designated  its  boundaries  as 
j  follows  : 

I  That  the  s-aid  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Ktii'^- 
I  selaerwyck,  intue  couiiiy  of  Alb:my,  shall  be  and 
is  hereby  declared  to  be  divided  into  two  diitricls 
j  by  the  following  iiuo:  Beginniug  at  a  point  Id  the 
:  division  line  between  the  said  cast  distric  t  of  the 
'  manor  of  Kensselaer  and  thu  district  of  Kindci  - 
i  hook.  10  miles  distant  from  Ilud.'-on's  river,  and 
,  thence  running  northerly  to  a  point  in  the  divibitfj 
'  hue  of  the  said  east  district  of  the  manor  of  Iter;'.- 
selaerwyck  and  the  uistri'.a  of  t-chudikoke.  nine 
1  miles  distant  from  the  said  Hudson  river. 

That  all  the  lauds  immediately  before  the  rai» 
I  sace  of  this  act,  comprehended  within  thp  eaid  east 
'  district  of  the  manor  of  Ivenssfla«.rwyek.  lyinc 
!  westward  of  the  aforesaid  division  line,  ^Ua!l  b-- 
'  one  separate  and  distinct  district  and  be  called  by 
the  name  of  the  Rensseidorwyek district ;  and  ihif 
I  all  the  hinds  immediate  ly  before  the  passing  of  Hiis 
act  comprehended  wiibiu  the  said  vast  district  of 
the  manor  of  Kensselaerwyuk.  and  lying  eastward 
of  the  aforesaid  line,  shall  be  one  separate  ucd  dis- 
tinct district,  and  be  called  by  tht>  name  of  .Mepbeu- 
town  district.    •   •  • 

The  inhabitants  of  the  district  of  Stpph»>ntowu 
to  hold  tli.;ir  tirst  annual  meet. ng  at  the  dw.  i.ii  ,- 
house  <.'f  Daniel  Hull,  esq.,  to  clcrt  a  ^;upcrv:^■  i . 
,   town  clerk  and  all  the  other  town  cflicers. 

The  dch^  irut  cn  of  the  ran  e  j-t*  j hi r.tow. i 
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was  given  lu  honor  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer, 
the  i>atrv.f:.:i  of  the  manor. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  act  Caleb  Bent- 
ley  was  elected,  in  1784,  supervisor  of  the  dis- 
trict, and  Jonathan  Niks,  clerk. 

THE  TOWN  OF  STEPUENTOWN  EI:LCTE1). 

By  "  an  act  for  dividing  the  counties  of  this 
state  into  tov.'ns,"  passed  March  7,  1788,  the 
town  of  Stcphentowu  was  erected.  The  town 
was  bounded  as  follows  : 

All  that  part  of  the  said  oounty  of  Albany  bound- 
ed easterly  by  the  east  bounds  of  thi.->  state,  south- 
erly by  the  county  of  Columbia,  westerly  by  the 
said  town  of  Itensselaerwyck,  and  northerly  by 
the  north  bounds  of  the  said  manor  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck.  shall  be  and  hereby  is  erected  into  a  town 
by  the  name  of  Stephentowu. 

A  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  town  was 
subtracted,  March  18,  1791,  to  form  the  town  of 
Petersburgh,  and  parts,  in  ISCG,  to  make  the 
t-o^Tis  of  Berlin  and  PhiUpstown,  (Nassau). 

I^NS  i^D  TAVERNS  IN  17SS. 

The  inns  and  taverns  scattered  along  the 
public  roads  of  the  newly-settled  territory  of 
northern  New  York,  besides  being:  places  of  en- 
tcrtaiament,  were  generally  points  at  which  the 
people  gathered  at  certain  times  for  the  trans- 
tuition  of  business  connecied  with  the  towns 
end  districts  of  the  oounties.  At  the  time  the 
town  of  Stephentown  was  erected  each  inn  and 
tavern  keeper  w:is  requued  to  enter  into 
recognizance  to  the  people  of  the  state 
of  New  York  in  the  sum  of  £5U 
not  to  keep  a  disin-derly  house  or 
suffer  any  cock  ti-hrinL',  gamins  or 
playing  with  card'i  or  dice,  or  kc(.-p  any  billard 
table  or  other  gaming  tii  ble  or  shulile  board 
within  it.  In  regard  to  the  selling  oi  strong 
liquors,  excepiious  were  made  for  the  sale  of 
metheglin,  currant  wine,  cherry  wine  and  eider 
made  by  the  iun-keepcrs.  At  each  tavern  at 
least  two  spare  beds  for  guests  with  good  and 
sufScient  sheeting  and  covering  were  to  be 
kept  iu  accordance  with  the  demands  of  the 
law.  It  was  also  required  that  each  tavern 
keeper  should  provide  good  and  suflicient 
stabling  and  provender  lor  four  horses  or  cat- 
tle, and  hay  and  i^astura^e  in  summer.  No 
Uquors  were  allowed  to  be  sold  to  apj>rentice.s. 
servants  and  slaves.  No  inn-k.-eper  could  col- 
cct  &  debt  higher  than  10  shillings  for  liquors 
sold  to  travelers.  I- a-h-H«.v  per  vf  an  inn  or 
tavern  was  re(iuirod  -i')  *5fty-s  af'er  reccivm- 
Ikvnse  to  put  up  and  lix  a  prop.r  fc:gu  on  or 
adjacent  to  ih.  front  of  his  hou'-e,  with  his 
name  thtfc.n.  Kvcry  mouth's  negxct  in 
complf^g  with  this  provi.don  of  the  law  sub- 


jected the  inu-krt  per  to  the  payment  of  10 
shillintf.s  to  the  state. 

DISTKICT  MII.ITAKY  IN  176S. 

In  17S8  the  follov.iug  persons  were  rt-coni 
mended  as  ofTlcers  to  form  a  new  regiiacni 
witliin  the  district  of  Uoobick  and  SttpL' l- 
town : 

Thomas  Sickpl?.  lleutrnant-colonel  command- 
It;u' ;  ri  itT  Van  I'eussclatT.  firbt  major;  baiLUtl 
Sliaw.  second  major. 

LIGUT  INKANTItT  COMPAMEd. 

Zachnrias  W.  SIcklcH.  captain  :  Henry  Brown. 
lipulciiaiiL ;  Samuel  I.aiiiam,  eii>:;:n. 

'Ihoiiias  r.ilnirr,  captain;  Luke  Grt en,  HcutcD- 
ant;  Josliua  Whitcfoid,  ensi:,'u. 

BATTALION  OFnCERS. 

Jacob  Van  Vallceiihurt,'h.  captain  ;  Isaac  Turner, 
lit  utcnant ;  Ilunry  Lansing',  ensiffu. 

I.rcv.'j.  cripiaiii ;  John  Van  Wormer,  Iku- 
tc:K>!.rrTt:rn;:is  I'o'.vi-ll.  ensitni- 

Jacob  \  h:i  Ness,  eaptaiu  ;  Zaeh.  G.  Sickels,  lieu 
tenant;  John  Wal'io,  jr.,  eusi;:n. 

Lldred  Fonda,  captain  ;  Joseph  Bro\\u,  lieuten- 
ant; (iidcon  olmstead.  en.sii:n. 

Charles  (Jrec'.i.  captain;  liandall  Spencer,  lieu- 
tenant; John  Green,  en.sltrn. 

lic/.t  kiali  Hull,  captain  ;  Clark  Bly,  heutenatt ; 
Jonathan  Green,  ^'nsi(,'n. 

Matthew  Uandall.  captain:  Jacob  Laroptnan, 
lienteuant ;  Abel  Lewis,  cnsi^rn. 

Isaac  Gate.-?,  captain  ;  John  Wilkinson,  llcuien 
ant ;  William  Jones,  ensiim. 

STAFr  OFFICERS. 

James  Sickels,  adjutant  ;  Oliver  Hull,  quarter- 
master; David  Van  Kenssciaer,  paymiister:  Je- 
sepli  ijpenccr,  surgeon ;  JoD  Tripp,  eurgcun'» 
mate. 

Another  paper  bearing  date  of  17SS  contains 
the  names  of  the  following  officers,  and  the  sub- 
joined general  order : 

Peter  Van  Kensselacr,  lieutenant  colonel  com- 
mand int:. 

Jonathan  Niles.  major  in  General  Henry  K.  \  a:: 
l{en^'>.Ia.•r■s  briea-ie,  to  rack  Ir(.>m  the  ~d  */f 
Mnreli  l7rS  inclusive. 

Jame."^  Jouea  and  Ii'osea  Moffii,  captain.". 

LnaiT  INFANTUr. 

Ichabod  Cone,  captain  ;  Keubcu  Delauie.  lieultfL 
ant  ;  Henry  Piatt.  Lnsi;;ii. 

John  W  hylie.  eapiaiu  :  Benjamin  SacKeit.  Ik'- 
KMtant  ;  Nathaniel  spriMff.  en.x;ini- 
Jfat.i-  I  Hr  )V./!,  euptain  ;  Josei  h  Rogers,  jr..  l;cu- 
tenai'f  ,  Tifcbtjus  Pii.cliway.  fn.-i»m. 
V  >t'--'-^>VoiVLin,  captain:  l.lenioi-.der  Cone,  Lvu 
tfctia'it :  l-.ii>ha  steward,  ens  ^n. 

Daniel  (iiay,  eai.tain  :  Jcniniah  GriCSth.  lieutec 
anf  :  Stepht  n  ilaXM-  n.  jr..  en-icn. 

Eennoni  Moon,  captain  ;  \Vya.t  Rose,  UeuteaaLt: 
Ro-cer  Jones,  ensign. 

Ctneral  ordir$  .Vet?  York:  Eis  eicellcncy,  tl.* 
commander  In  chief,  is  pleased  to  direct  that  the 
comi  anies  heretofore  ecmmandtd  by  Llout.-Coi. 
pt  Ler  Van  KeTissohicr  while  Q  major  be  now  cou- 
bidered  as  a  re;;imcnt  and  formed  aecordirgly- 

'n..'se  con.mandtd  by  Major  ir^amucl  ^taw  arl 
tlio.-^c  eommand.  d  by  Major  Jonathan  Nd'-s.  wLilc 
cai'taia.o-.  be  eoiisidered  as  separate  battaiior?  acd 
U,r  iheir  ::ccommodat;oE.  until  fuTtL»'r  ur<4er*. 
parade  oi'.  their  rei=pective  battalion  parade?. 

ELECTION  KETIENS. 

The  iKci^(.n  rcininstf  that  i  art  of  A'.ta:  } 
county  now  embraced  in  the  county  of  K-.-r-i^e- 
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laer,  when  opened  on  the  28th  of  April,  17S9, 
for  governor,  showed  the  followin-  vote  : 


Totnis. 

Hoostck  

Steptientown  

Ki  Lbselacrwyck  

SchaKbiiooke  

Plttstown  


Can' on.  Yati^. 
.  l-'l  ITS 
.     7  O-t 


At  this  period  an  election  in  the  manor  of 
Rensselacrwyck  frequently  occupied  an  entire 
week.  Sunday  beinc:  excepted.  Ciov.  Clinton 
received  at  this  election  a  majority  in  L  ister 
county,  which  gave  him  1029  out  of  J 143  votes 
cast. 

When  the  legislature  assembled  at  Albany 
Gov.  Clinton  opened  the  session  with  a  message 
which  made  only  32  lines  in  a  newspaper. 

CENSUS  OF  1790. 
The  population  of  that  part  of  the  manor  of 
Rensselaerwyck,  which  now  forms  Rensselaer 
county,  was  in  1790  the  following?  : 


Hoosick  

Schaghtlcokc ... 
Plttstown  


Females. 

S!ares. 

Total. 

572 

8.0  kS 

3.S'j2 

2S 

7,U42 

694 

1.^7 

i.m? 

1.260 

1.134 

31 

2.423 

BELIGI0U3  SOCIETIES. 

Peculiar  to  people  living  away  from  the  more 
animated  centres  of  busy  life,  such  as  large 
cities  and  manufacturing  towns,  the  scattered 
inhabitants  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck 
early  associated  themselves  together  in  relig- 
ious societies,  and  built  themselves  convenient 
and  commodious  meeting-houses  at  acces.sible 
points  along  the  public  roads  or  thickly  settled 
neghborhoods.  It  is  the  history  of  these  differ- 
ent organizations  which  has  preserved  the 
names  of  the  more  .jjrominent  and  active  men 
of  the  localities  where  churches  were  erected 
and  divine  worship  statedly  held. 

FIRST  FREE  WILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  OF  STEPUEN- 
TOW>'  CENTER. 

For  the  purpo.'^e  of  organizing  a  society  of 
Baptists  a  deputation  of  members  of  certain 
Baptist  churches  of  Rhode  Island  and  Con- 
necticut met  at  Little  Hoosick.  now  Stephen- 
town  Center,  ou  the  13th  of  September,  17^3. 
Among  the  persons  forming  the  first  member- 
.''hip  of  the  society  were  Hezekiah  Hull.  Dorcas 
Hull,  Benajah  Corpe,  Margaret  Corpe.  John 
Pool,  Zerviiih  Pool,  Wait  Crum.  Patience  Crum 
and  William  Fanning. 

The  Black  river  school  house  was  for  a  crreat 
number  of  years  the  place  where  the  m»^rabers 
of  the  society  statedly  assembled  for  divine 
worship.  In  ISjS  the  building  which  was 
knovN-n  as  the  "  old  Black  river  meeting  house  " 
was  erected  nt  a  cost  of  about  H^ChX).  This 
structure  was  afterward  removed  from  its  tirst 
site  to  the  present  one.  when  the  old  building 


was  in  1^.").S  i-Mlar^Ltl  and  n-modcled  at  a  cost  of 
about  si..*,Oo. 

U:i  tlie  lih  of  >eptcii'.bcr.  lv^:)S,  the  soeit  ty 
became  iruorpor.itt-il  by  the  election  of  Joel 
Latham,  Citorge  W.  Weatli^rly  and  Tliomai  ti. 
Carpenter  as  trustees  of  "the  First  Free-will 
Baptist  Society  of  Stei  hentown."' 

The  followiJLg  eiders  have  served  the  clmreb 
as  pastors:  Eliers  Benajah  Corpe,  17H.->-{.7: 
John  Allen,  lS  j4-2S ;  Samuel  Dean.  183S-11 : 
Isaiah  B.  Coleman,  la ll-iVj :  J.  D.  Waldron. 
18,51-52:  A.  H.  Miller.  1S5-1-.JG:  David  Hyde, 
lS."i9-G3:  J.  Parkin,  lSr;-3-r,4  :  J.  B.  Randall. 
18fJG-?J;  F..  B.  Collin^,  lS7:>-70;  and  W.  Fulk  r. 
1876-SO.  The  church  has  about  45  members. 

SECOND     FREE-COM.MUNIOS     r,APTI«"T  CHUHCH. 

This  society  was  organi;^ed  at  Little  Hoosick 
hollow,  in  the  eastern  part  of  Stophentown. 
March  2U,  1793.  Elder  Nicholas  Northrop  wa.^ 
ordained  its  Crst  pastor.  He  had  the  paatoril 
care  of  the  society  for  about  35  years.  Shortly 
after  his  removal  to  the  West  the  congn?gation 
was  broken  up.    In  1819  its  membership  was 

loa 

FIRST  D.U'TIST  CHURCH   AT  STEPIIENTOWN. 

Early  in  the  summer  of  1795  steps  wer^  taken 
to  organize  this  society.  On  the  19th  of  No- 
vember of  that  year  Robert  Niles  was  made  tl'.e 
drst  elder  of  this  church.  The  fir.^t  meetincs 
of  the  society  were  held  at  the  house  of  Asa 
Burtch.  A  church  buildinc:  wa.s  erecti-d  about 
the  year  1790.  The  society  for  the  purpoje  of 
being  incorporated  held  a  meeting  on  the  4th 
of  November.  1S.?5.  at  which  Abel  Tanner. 
Ephriam  Pierce.  John  Russell.  Rufus  Sweet. 
Simeon  G.  Goodrich.  Henry  Stanton,  William 
Kittcl.  jr..  Era>^tus  Brown  and  David  Sweet 
were  elected  trustees  of  the  First  Baptist 
church  and  society  of  Stcplientown." 

The  following  pastors  have  been  associated 
with  the  society  since  its  organization  :  Elders 

Robert  Niles.   Harris.  Matthew  Jones. 

Daniel  H.  Grant.  EInathan  Sweet.  M.  P.  Favor 
and  George  H.  Day. 

THE  UNION  BAPTIST  SOCIETT. 

A  Baptist  socictv  at  the  beginning  of  th** 
present  century,  it  appears,  existed  in  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  town,  having  the 
designation,  The  Union  Baptist  .society."  In 
the  certificate  of  its  incorporation,  March  1. 
1S04.  it  13  declared  that  a  meeting  wa.s  held  In 
the  meeting-house  of  tlie  society,  and  that 
Samu'  1  (ialo,  James  Harris  and  Joseph  S.  GnW 
were  elected  trustees. 

THE     FRL-E-WILL     BAPTIST     CncnCU    AT  WE-^T 
STEPIIENTOWN. 

Thii  religious  aooit-ty  was  organitcd  on  the 
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Jithdayof  Novem^>er,  is-jy.  in  West  Stephen- 
♦ovrn.  by  the  Rev.  Andrew  II.  Miller.  Josiah  (\ 
Harr.phrey,  Calvin  Coleman.  Samutl  Coleman. 
hxluh  B.  Coleraan,  Clark  Vary  and  Daniel 
/ieers.  The  orgai)ization  adopted  the  name  of 
the  .St'^ph(rnto-;vn  and  N;is.sau  Free  Communion 
Hdpti.st  church.  A  commodious  frame  meeting 
h'/use.  Featin^  about  0(30  persons--,  was  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $2,5(;0,  on  the  town  line  of  Stephcn- 
t/i-,vn  and  Nassau,  in  182'J.  The  church  was 
dedicated  in  November.  1829,  the  Revs.  P.  W. 
I-^ike,  A.  H.  Miller  and  John  Allen  oOieiating. 
Jri  1S77  the  building  was  remodeled  and  a  bell 
I>urcha.sed  at  a  cost  of  .^1,400.  This  house  of 
worship,  which  hai.  u  seating  capacity  for 
nboat  400  persons,  was  dedicated  November  o, 
1S77,  the  Revs.  J.  M.  Langworthy.  J.  J.  Hoag, 
W,  Fuller  and  I.  B.  Coleman  taking  piirt  in  the 
drxlicatory  services. 

In  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  state,  the 
Kociety  to  be  incorporated  elected  on  the  19th 
'lay  of  November.  1831 ,  the  follovriTig  persous 
'IS  tru-stces  :  Jonathan  Daboll,  Isaiah  B.  Cole- 
man, F.phraim  B.  Kendall,  Samuel  Coleman, 
and  Benjamin  Chase.  The  society  adopted 
the  name  of  "The  First  Free  Communion  Bap- 
tist Church.''  On  the  fith  of  October.  1841.  the 
name  was  changed  to  "Free  Baptist  Church." 
'M:V.sequently  it  hius  been  known  as  the  "Free 
Will  Baptist  Church."  The  roll  of  the  pre.'^ent 
meml>ersh!p  of  this  church  bears  the  names  of 
r.*'i  p'-rsens. 

The  following  pastors  have  served  this  cou- 
;.Tf  'nation  :  The  Rev.  A.  H.  Miller,  1829-184:3  ; 
'fie  R^'v.  J.  D.  Howe,  1842-'44  and  the  Rev.  I. 
B.  Coleman  1S44  to  date. 

Tin:  sEVESxn  day  b.\pti3t  societt  of  ste- 

PHENTOWN. 

Anofher  organization  of  Baptists  was  formed 
in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  town  in  the 
'  arly  part  of  this  century.  Ou  the  15th  of  Oc- 
toh'-r  a  meeting  was  held  at  the  usual  place  fwr 
divine  worship,  at  Avhich  Philander  Carpenter, 
Calvin  T^.  Carpenter  and  Joshua  B.  Maxou  were 
••h-ctf-d  trustees  of  the  Seventh  Day  Baptist 
society  of  Stephentown.  The  church  ot  this 
society  was  erected  in  the  <  xtremo  southeast - 
♦TM  part  of  the  town,  a  shi-rt  distance  wcst  of 
the  .Ma.s.sachusetts  line. 

THE  IMlE.-*nYTt:Kl.\N    CHURCH  AT  STErHENTOWN 
FLATS. 

The  first  record  pros-  rved  of  this  .society \s 
..r^'anK-.atinn  is  found  in  tlie  old  church  book: 

s'  7t':mi.m:  riir.  e-i.  170:1.  -Then  the  Prcshytennn 
■  stc;.i,,-Tituwn  m-L  a-.Trtti)!'' to  al.tw- 

inl  J.  ,M  :;o:i<-'-  :civru  l»v  Wihiain  i:. •aiuiiia:;  and 
.1.1  •..(>  \Vv!i  ■.  iMi  i-s.  Tlic  inccUM-  r!:cn  bti!l  't«'a 
.'or  ii-u-,:. ".vi:.-ij  the  followin:?  L'c-jtle-.n.ni  v.xre 
.  1;  .      :  \\  ,iii.i:u  lioar-tiuan.  .J-'hn  Wyii.'.  llos<  u 


In  1794  the  sf-ssiou  of  th.-  church, 
desiring  an  enrolinu  nt  of  tiic  nairK  > 
of  the  pii-NUii-;  bt  lunging  lo  tlu.  "Iw,, 
churehes"  that  had  f.niif.l  to  fnnn  this  out. 
the  following  names  v.crt-  lurni.-hcd  :  James 
Wylie,  Joseph  Huntington  and  William  Board- 
man,  elders :  Hosea  M<*ftitt.  Widow  Sarah 
Wylie,  Mrs.  H(,lmes.  Mr.  Brainard.  ^VilliaI;l 
Doty,  Andrew  Hunter.   Esther  (iraves.  Ruth 

,  Doty.  Mary  Howard  and  Mrs.  Mollitt.— IC. 
The  fir.^t.  met-ting  house  of  this  society  was 
erected  in  1794  on  what  was  known  as  Presby- 

!  terian  hill,  at  Stei>hcntown  Flat.s.  In  1S.36  th» 
old  building  was  torn  down  and  a  new  one 
erected.  On  December  2."),  1SC8.  this  building 
was  destroyed  by  lire,  on  the  site  of  which  tb»- 
present  house  of  worship  wasereett  d. 
The  church  has  at  present  about  75  members. 
The  pulpit  of  this  church  was  at  first  filled  by 
stated  supplies.    The.se  were  :   The  Rev.  John 

I  "Warford,  July.    1794.  and  the  Rev.  Samuel 

;  Sturges.  June.  179'J. 

j  The  pastors  of  tlie  church  have  Ix.en  thr 
i  Revs.  Aaron  Jordon  Boage,  November.  ISOO- 
i  January,  1809:  John  Younglove,  July,  180<'>- 
June,  ISIG;  Noah  M.  Wells,  March,  1817: 
Jonas  Coe,  February,  1818-li>21,  (supply); 
Moses  Hunter.  February.  1821-1825;  CliarlesU. 
Finney,  October,  1827-Novembcr,  1S27,  .sup- 
ply) :  Edwards  A.  Beach,  June.  182S-May  h'>, 
ISM;  Bowman  Brown,  March,  i>>3r>-ArriI. 
1839,  (supply^:  .1.  (i.  Hall,  January.  1840; 
Hugh  Carlile.   1841-1842:  Joshua  B.  Graves; 

Ahnon  Underwood  ;           Gould  :  John  Davis 

(two  years) ;  J.  Northrup  Cone  and  a  half 
years):  John  .Hendricks;  •Fayette  Shepherd. 
March  1.  IS.jO.  (supply i;  M.  C.  Bronson.  June 
23,  lS5()-February  10.  1S58  (supi>l\);  Robert 
Day,  June  1,  18.1S-May.  1800.  (supply  ) :  John  B. 
Shaw,  July  12,  isOU-April.  1^05  ;  Kber  .M.  RoUo. 
April,  18r).>-Septrmb:T,  1874.  (sui>p'iy) ;  A.  G. 
Beebe. 

UNIO.N  PHESUVIEKIAN  SOCIETT. 

This  society  was  organized  in  the  southwest- 
ern part  of  the  town.  On  the  1st  of  March. 
1804.  the  members  assembled  at  "the  mett- 
-ing  house  in  the  southwest  p;irt  of  Stephi  n- 
town,"  and  for  the  purpose  of  incorporation, 
elected  as  trustees  John  W.  Schermerhorn. 
Kbenezer  Smith  and  W  inthrop  Root. 

The  Baptist  society  formed  a  pan  of  this 
union. 

THE  rONCKEOATIONAL  CIlLRCn. 

.\  ndigious  l)ody  known  as  the  ConcT'  i^'*- 
tional  churcii  exi-ted  in  the  beginning  of  tl- 
century  in  tlie  western  part  of  Stephi-ntuN\ u- 
F»>r  the  piirpo-*-  (»f  being  incorporated  a  m-  - 1- 
ing  was  hi-i'l  b>  the  ni'imbt  rs  an<l  th.-  following 
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persons  elcctrd  trustce.s  :  Ju'iatlmn  P;rmnunij.  I 
jr.,  Abijah  Willm(>t  ;ii)d  Amaxiah  liailey. 
STEP^E^■T()^\.N    METnODI.-<T  rpiscoi'Ai.  cncRcn. 

Tliis  society  v.us  or^ianizcd  in  lst;S  in  thv 
Christian  chapel,  near  the  .Stepheiitown  depot. 
In  lSrO-71,  a  frame  hoe.ae  of  worship  was 
erected  at  Stcpheutown  Flats,  wiii<>h  was  ded- 
icated on  the  4th  of  April.  1871.  the  Rev.  C.  F. 
Biirdick,  prcsldiii','  elder  of  tlit>  Troy  district, 
officiatint:.  The  church,  wliich  has  n  seatinj? 
capacity  for  about  300  person cf'St  ^i;,i:42.41. 
The  church  hay  a  rneraber.ship  of  78  persons. 

The  followiu:^  persons  have  been  pastors  of 
thechnrch  :  The  Rev.  Cieorcre  Hudson,  1SG8-70; 
the  Rev.  E.  A.  Braman,  1S71 ;  the  Revs.  E.  A. 
Braraan  and  Francis  Booth,  1872:  the  Rer. 
Nathan  C.  Hill,  187;^ ;  the  Rev.  W.  F.  S;;iiford. 
1874-75;  the  Rev.  George  W.  Hu-,'hcs,  187G ; 
the  Rev.  Gcor^^e  Hudson,  1877-79  ;  and  the  Rer. 
W.  A.  Phelps,  to  date. 

The  society  was  incorporated  June  4, 1875,  at 
which  time  a  meeting  was  held  and  the  follow- 
ing persons  elected  trustees  :  John  F.  Blinn. 
James  H.  Taylor,  William  D.  Wally,  Alvah 
Hunt  and  AVilliara  Kittel. 

ST.    JOSEPH'S    ROMAN     CATHOLIC    CHriten  AT 
STEPHEXTOWN. 

About  five  years  ago,  through  the  active  zeal 
of  several  Roman  Catholic  priests,  a  small  Ro- 
man Catholic  congregation  was  organized  in 
Stephentown.  Shortly  afterwards  a  church 
was  erected.  Oa  the  14th  of  October,  1S75, 
Hugh  Lindsey  and  Cornelius  McFeeley  were 
appointed  trustees  of  St.  Joseph's  Roman 
Catholic  church. 

HAnLE>r  EXTENSION  KAILUOAD. 

The  Harlem  extension  railroad,  which  ex- 
tends through  the  towns  of  Stephentown,  Ber- 
lin, Petersburg!!  and  HoosicI:,  originated  from 
the  consolidation  of  the  Lebanon  Sinings  rail- 
road and  the  Bennington  and  Rutland  railroad, 
-\pril  23, 1870.  when  the  articles  of  agreement 
were  filed.  The  Lebanon  Spring-  vaiiroad  filed 
its  articles  March  2'»,  ISO.").  The  New  York  and 
Harlem  railr.  ad  company  was  forrn(.'"l  April  2. 
iN'il.  The  Harlem  ext«  nsion  railroad  forms  a 
very  important  line  from  New  York  city  to 
Vermont  and  Canada.  The  length  of  the  road 
is  114  miles. 

.STEPilENToWS. 

The  village  of  Stephontown.  near  the  centre 
the  town,  is  ;iituated  on  the  Kindorhook  . 
•  reek,  and  is  a  station  of  the  Harlem  Extension 
railroad.  In  1804  a  postoflice  was  established 
itt  this  place,  of  which  Nathan  How:ird  was  the 
first  postmaster.  In  tiie  ••  State  (lavxtteer"' of 
IKit).  Stepljentown.  Stephentown  C-cntre  and 
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Stephentou-n  Flats  are  apparently  de^crib-.d  as 
one  place,  as  follows  : 

Stephentown  Hollow  or  Centre,  vfl  niil-i  fr.'tn 
Troy  anil  Albany,  contains  four  woolen  factories, 
one  ;:rist  and  three  saw  mills,  one  cotton  factory, 
three  woo!  eru  din;;  machine-",  on;?  tannery.  Uirce 
."tores,  one  tavern,  one  Presbyterian  and  two  li.ip- 
tist  cliurche.s,  and  from  oJ)  to  CO  dwelliugrs. 

Stephentown  at  present  has  a  population  of 
about  100,  contains  about  45  buildings,  among 
which  are  the  Baptist  church,  the  F.om.an 
Catholic  church,  tiie  Christian  chapel,  and  ih.- 
sc/iool  house  of  district  No.  4.  The  bu.>»:nes«» 
interests  of  the  phice  comprise  two  taverns, 
four  stores,  one  tinshop,  two  wagon  mi'.ker 
sho:)S,  a  blacksmith  shop  and  a  saw  mill. 

STEPnESTOWN  KLATS. 

Stephentown  Flats  is  a  hamlet  on  theKir.der- 
hook  creek  about  a  mile  southwest  c  f  th" 
villau'C  of  Stephentown.  The  place  embraces 
about  35  buildings,  among  which  is  the  Presby- 
terian and  the  Methodist  Epi.'icopal  churcb'^s. 
It  has  a  hotel,  a  saw  mill,  a  grist  mill  and  sev- 
eral vacant  mill  buildings. 

STEPHENTOWN  CENTER. 

This  hamlet,  formerly  known  as  Mechanio- 
ville,  is  situated  in  the  center  of  the  town,  on 
the  Black  river.  A  postofBce  was  establ'.sh-^d 
here  in  December,  1S78.  of  which  Ezra  Cba^o 
since  then  has  been  postmaster.  The  plaee 
comprises  about  43  buildings,  which  includ-.  thr 
Free  Will  Baptist  church  and  the  schooibouse 
of  district  No.  10.  It  has  a  saw  mill,  a  grist 
mill,  a  store  and  several  shops.  The  population 
of  the  place  is  18.5. 

NORTH  STEPHENTOWN. 

This  hamlet  Ls  situated  in  the  northea^t.^rn 
f)art  of  the  town.  About  the  year  1S24  a  j'O-t- 
officc  was  established  here,  of  which  Lawrt-nce 
Van  Valkeuburgh  was  first  postmaster.  In 
1830  the  place  is  spoken  of  as  being  20  mil'  S 
from  Troy,  having  a  woolen  factory,  a  store,  a 
tavern  and  about  20  dwellings,  near  B!a<^k 
Brook,  which  drives  several  saw  mills  and  two 
extensive  turning  establishments.  At  prc-cnt 
there  is  a  store  at  this  point  and  ab-jut 
buildings. 

SOUTH  STEPHENTOWN. 

This  hamlet  is  in  the  south-  rn  part  of  the 
town.  In  1S3G  it  is  mentioned  as  Ij-'imj  24  miles 
from  Troy,  on  the  Kinderhook  c-eek,  havinc  a 
cotton  factory,  a  grist  mill,  two  saw  mills,  a 
tannery,  a  store,  a  tavern  and  30  dwellings. 
Tlierc  is  a  postofilce  at  this  point,  of  wh.ch 
Willi. ;m  Hand  is  j)ostmastcr. 

WEST  sTEPriENTOWN. 

This  iiamlet  is  in  the  uortbwesiem  p  trt  of 
the  town,  a  sh(<rt  distance  east  of  th--  bo  iud.iry 
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line  of  the  town  of  Nassau.  West  Stephen- 
tovsn,  including  Dunham's  Hollow  in  tho  to\v'Ti 
of  Nassau,  contains  within  a  radius  of  about 
a  mile  05  buildintjs.  anions:  which  is  the  Frcc- 
Wiil  Baptist  church.  The  business  interests  of 
the  place  comprise  four  stores,  a  postoflicc, 
agricultural  works,  a  furnace,  a  grist  mill,  two 
saw  mills  and  four  blacksmith  shops. 
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chaptp:r  XIX. 

T  H  E   T  O  W  N    O  F   S  A  N  D  L  A  K  1<  . 

Prominent  Pioneer  People— The  Law  Erecting  the  Town  in  l^rj— 
The  Vicissitudes  of  a  Man  of  Fortune  —  The  Earlv  Manufac- 
ture OF  Glass  in  the  Town  —  Establishment  of  the  Renssklaek 
Glass  Factory  —  The  First  Library  Association  in  the  Town  — 
The  Building  of  the  Plank  Road  —  Organization  of  Churches 
—  Manufacturing  Lnterests — \'illage  History  —  Census. 


That  portion  of  the  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck 
which  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  century 
took  by  legislative  enactment  the  name  of 
Sandlake  was  shortly  before  the  revolutionary 
war  inhabited  by  a  few  Dutch  and  English 
speaking  settlers.  The  date  of  each  one's  set- 
tlement is  not  easily  determined,  for  the  names 
of  these  pioneer  people  are  mostly  preserved 
by  tradition,  and  only  a  small  number  of  re- 
corded papers  indicate  when  they  tirst  leased 
their  farms  from  the  patroon. 

THE  FIRST  SETTLERS. 

Among  the  names  remembered  the  following 
may  be  said  to  comprise  those  of  the  more 
prominent  of  the  first  settlers  of  Sandlake  : 
Wynant  Van  Alstj-ne,  John  Bowman.  Abram 
Bristol,  William  Butts,  John  Carmichael,  Philip 
Feller,  Nicholas  Fellows,  Abram  Frear,  Philip 
Gardner,  Job  Gilbert,  William  Goslin,  Elia^ 
Gregory,  Stephen  Gregory,  Andreas  Miller, 
Henry  Miller,  Henry  Moul.  Elcazer  Peck, 
Ephiaim  Quimby,  Michael  Rykert.  Frederick 
Shaver,  Joseph  H.  Sipperly,  Solomon  Taylor, 
Andrea.^!  Weatherwax  and  Hondrick  Youuc- 
hans. 

It  Is  said  that  Joshua  Lockwood  and  William 
Carpenter  built  the  tirst  grist  mill  at  Sand- 
lake in  176S. 

Most  of  these  early  farmers  took  up  land  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  several  beautiful  lakes  or 
along  the  devious  cour.-e  of  the  Wynautskill. 
A  great  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  town 
form-rly  belonged  to  the  town  of  Greenbusn, 
and  a  part  to  the  town  of  Berlin. 

TUE  TOWN  OF  SANDLAKE  ERECTED. 

By  "  an  act  to  divide  the  lovms  of  Greenbusb 


and  Berlin,  in  the  county  of  Renssclaor,  into 
three  towns,"  passed  by  the  legislature.  June 
19,  1S12,  the  town  of  Sandlake  was  crearcd.  In 
regard  to  the  boundaries  of  the  town  the  art 
reads : 

That  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  March  next, 
all  that  part  of  the  towu  of  Greenbush,  v.  ilLiu  the 
followini,'  buuuds  to  wit :  BLyinniiii;  at  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  said  tov,-ii  of  Grecnbuih,  ai.d 
ruimin;:  oastwardly,  on  the  line  bf.twocn  th»»  Ii.wils 
of  Troy  and  Greoubuiii.  nvc  miles;  thcnc-'  sioith 
IT"  57'  west,  until  it  intersects  the  nortlierly  hno 
of  the  town  of  Schodaek  ;  ihente  wt  .sterly.  on  the 
lino  bttwet'u  the  towns  of  Schodaek  and  Grocn- 
buali,  until  it  iutorbocts  the  lino  of  the  county  of 
Albany,  in  the  Hudson  river,  and  ihoncc  up  the- 
river,  on  a  lino  of  the  county  of  Albaiiv,  to  the 
place  of  beirinning,  iueludiu;;  all  the  islands  iu  the 
said  river  lying  ntarcst  the  east  side  ther^-uf 
shall  be  considered  as  the  town  of  Grecnbui)h.  ' 
*  *  And  that  all  the  n-siduc  of  tlic  town  of 
Greenbush.  t')^'etli»  r  v.  ith  the  three  mill's  set  off 
from  ibc  west  end  of  Hcrlin,  raralh  l  to  tlic  pre.-f  i;*. 
west  line  of  said  town,  shail  bt-  erected  int-'  a  c  w 
town,  by  the  name  of  Sandlake,  and  that  the  first 
Vvfrn  meeting  in  said  town  shall  be  held  ut  the 
dwclhn;:  house  of  Thomas  Thompson  in  aaid  town. 

In  1S43  a  i-art  of  the  town  of  Greenbush  was 
taken  off,  and  on  March  'J,  IS-IS.  a  portion  sub- 
tracted to  form  the  town  of  Pocf^tenkill.  The 
landscape  of  the  town  is  picturesquely  diverai- 
lied  with  several  large  lak.-s  :  Crooked,  Mariin'.s 
or  Burden's,  Gla>.-«  and  Sand  lakes.  The  b5g 
Bowman,  little  Bowman  and  Keicbard's  p'-nds 
are  atiraetive  bodies  of  water.  The  pnnopMl 
streams  irriiMiing  the  town  arc  the  W^^lanu^- 
kill  and  T^atr-awassa  creek.  The  forni«r  is 
hi|;hly  valued  for  its  water  pcwer.  Theeatttm 
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part  of  the  town  is  mountainous  and  thicklv 
wooded. 

THE  FIRST  OFKICEU.S  OF  TUE  TOWN. 

The  first  offlcers  of  the  town  elocred  in  ac- 
accordance  with  the  statute  were  : 

Supervisor,  Calvin  Thompson  ;  town  clerk.  David 
E.  Gregory ;  assossors,  Lawrence  Van  Alstyue, 
John  CHnt,  Ezra  Newton  ;  commissioners  of  high- 
ways, John  btevcns.  John  North,  Jacob  Boyce ; 
overseers  of  the  poor,  Stephen  Gregory,  Lewis 
Bullock  ;  collector,  Jonathan  Ford  ;  constables. 
John  Dimebark,  Jonathan  Ford,  Henry  Lord  ; 
Bchool  commissionera.  Aretus  Lyman.  Joel  Bristol, 
EUis  Foster. 

THE  MANCTA.CTL'UE  OF  GLASS. 

Early  m  the  present  century  the  establish- 
ment of  glass  works  on  the  banks  of  Glass  lake 
gave  the  town  of  Sand  lake  an  important  local 
industry.  The  small  collection  of  houses  that 
grew  up  about  these  works  assumed  the  name 
of  Rensselaer  village,  which  is  now  designated 
Glass  house. 

The  history  of  these  works  properly  begins 
about  the  year  17SS,  when  Leonard  de  Neuf- 
ville,  Jan  Hecfke  and  Ferdinand  Waltahert,  the 
proprietors  of  the  Dowesbourgh  glass  works, 
10  miles  west  of  Albany,  appealed  to  the  people 
of  the  state  of  New  York  to  sustain  their  man- 
ufacture of  glass.  They  set  forth  that  the  state 
was  annually  drained  of  £SO,000  for  this  neces- 
sary article  which  they  could  manufacture  and 
which  excelled  in  quality  English  glass.  These 
works  were  visited  in  17SS  by  Klkanah  Wat- 
sou.  His  acquaintance  with  the  founder  of 
this  enterprise  gave  him  the  following  informa- 
tion, which  his  son  published  in  the  memoirs 
of  his  father. 

life's  vicissitudes. 

Elkanah  Watson  proceeded  eight  miles  from 
Albany  to  the  new  glass  house  erected  by  John 
de  Xeufville,  a  former  correspondent  of  his. 
and  once  a  citizen  of  Amsterdam.  John  de 
Neuf  ville  had  been  the  negotiator  of  the  treaty 
made  by  Holland  with  the  American  congress, 
which  primarily  produced  the  war  between  the 
former  and  England,  in  IT^L  He  commenced 
business  with  a  hereditary  capital  of  hall  a 
million  sterling,  and  lived  in  Auio.terdan;  at  his 
country  seat  in  the  highest  alUueuce  and  splen- 
dor. He  saerilic<?d  his  fortune  by  his  attach- 
ment to  the  cause  of  American  independence. 
The  fragments  of  his  estate  he  invested  in  the 
euteri<rise  of  establishing  this  gla:5S  factory. 
Elkanah  W.it.son  found  this  gentleman,  born  to 
aflluence,  living  in  a  solitary  place,  occupying 
a  miserable  lug  cabin,  furnished  with  a  single 
deal  table  and  two  common  chairs,  destitute  of 
the  ordinary  eomfortn  of  life. 


Ttir  vr.nANT  olarh  works. 
In  170.>  it  appears  that  the  works  erected  by 
De  NfUivillc  had  become  th»;  property  of  J.-r.-- 
miah  Van  H.-nnselaer,  Elkanah  Wat>on.  liob-  ri 
Mai  Gregor  and  Thomas  und  Samuel  Mather. 
'  and  hatl  been  curried  on  for  nome  time  und.  r  th.- 
rlrm  i:ame  of  Macfirek'or     Co.    On  the  7tli  or 
;  April  of  that  year  the  partnerHhip  waa  dis.«,olvt  d 
I  and  a  new  company  formed  un<Ier  the  name  of 
j  Thomas  Mather  &  Co. 

In  February,  irrx}.  the  state  legislature  parsed 
I  an  act  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Albany 
j  gla.ss  factory.  The  proprietors  of  the  gla.-^ 
I  works  at  this  tim.j  were  Jeremiah  Van  Ken«- 
I  selaer.  John  Saunders,  Abraliam  Ten  Kytk. 
I  Elkanah  Watson.  Frederick  A.  de  Zen'.'.  K.  K. 
j  Van  Rensselaer,  Douw  Fonda,  Walter  Cochran 
and  Samuel  Mather. 

TUE  KENSSELAER  GLASS  F.VCTOKV. 

I     On  the  2Sih  of  February,  1830,  the  legi.slatur." 
passed  **  An  act  to  incorporate  the  stockholder-, 
of  the  Rensselaer  glass  factory."'    Tlie  pream- 
ble oi'  the  act  recites  that  "  whereas  Jeremiat. 
Van     Rensselaer,    Elisha    Jenkins,  Flkana.'i 
Watson,    Georgo     Pearson.    James  Kane. 
Ihomas    Frothingham.    Frederick  Jenki:;s. 
Rensselaer  Havens  and  Francis  Bloodgood  have 
associated  for  the  purpose  of  establLshin-,'  a 
gloss  factory  in  the  county  of  R-nsseiuer,  in 
this  state,"  that  the  request  of  the  petitioners 
be  granti  d.    The  capital  stock,  it  was  provided, 
of  the  company  shoird  not  exceed  100  sharo 
and  each  >hare  ^l.'JOO.    From  the  pairoon  "f 
the  manor  of  Rensselacrwyck  the  comj)any  ob- 
tained a  hirire  tract  of  Inn  1  lying  about  rl.. 
shures  of  (Jlass  lake  and  upon  a  portion  <*f  ir. 
adjacent  to  the  lak",  »>rccted  u  number  of  build- 
ings necessary  for  the  manufacturu  of  glass. 
It  is  related  that  the  company  in  order  If) secure 
experienced  workmen  sent  William  Richm.)nd. 
a  Scotchman,  to  England,  where  dressed  as  a 
beggar,  he  travelcJ  as  a  bag-pipe  player  and 
visited  the  principal  jjlass  manufacturing  dia- 
j  tricts  and  eng.i^e  1  the  MunilKr  of  employes  tle- 
j  sired.    Major  Thomas  Frothingham,  who  hud 
.served  as  an  olliccr  during  the  revolution.ir> 
war,  was  made  general  superinlendent  of  the 
wnrki-.    Under  his  efdcient  management  tb<- 
establishment  obtaineil  consider,. b!e  popularity 
for  the  .';Ui)er:or  quality  of  its  ffla.<^s.    The  g>  n- 
eral  appreciation  in  wbicli  Major  Frothinshairr- 
personal  abilities  were  h -  Id  by  the  public  led  t<» 
his  election  as  a  member  of  the  slate  le::i."<:a 
ture  in  ai  wu  eh  fiiii'^  h*-  very  ably  repre- 

sented the  district  as  a  .senator.  The  Rf-n.-i-elaer 
glass  factory  gave  employment  to  a  large  num- 
ber of  workmen,  for  whom  comfortable  dwell- 
ings were  erected  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
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the  works.    The  comi-iiny  continued  to  manu- 
facture a  fine  quality  of  window  frlans  until 
wht>n  the  cylinder  work wore  destroyed 
by  fire,  which  was  so  great  a  loss  to  the  p)ro- 
prietors  that  they  became  pecuniarily  enibar-  ' 
rassed.      An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  president  | 
and  directors  of  the  Rens.sehicr  glass  factory."  j 
was  passed  by  the  leixislature,  April  13,  ISH).  > 
The  bill  states  that  "it  was  discovered  that  the  I 
business  could  not  be  prosecuted  any  further 
with  a  prospect  of  profit ;  that  heavy  losses  I 
had  already  been  incurred  in  the  persevering  : 
efforts  of  the  directors  to  render  the  business 
productive  of  seme  benefit  to  the  stockholders,  | 
and  had  therefore  been  abandoned."   As  the  > 
further  prosecution  of  it  would  inevitably  pro-  j 
duce  still  hea\-ier  losses  the  petitioners  prayed  | 
that  an  act  of  the  legislature  niicrht  be  passed  i 
authorizing  them  to  dissolve  the  corporation,  j 
to  sell  the  estate,  pay  their  debts  and  make  a  I 
distribution  of  their  effects  amone  the  several 
stockholders. 

A  NEW  COMrA>T  FORMED. 

Shortly  after  the  passage  of  the  act  refen'cd 
to,  Nathan  R.  Crandall  and  Isaac  B.  Fox  pur-  . 
chased  the  works  and  erected  new  buildings,  i 
This  firm  began  the  manufacture  of  cylinder  i 
glass,  the  former  company  having  made  crown  I 
and  cylinder  window  glass.    On  the  death  of  j 
Nathan  R.  Crandall  the  nuinufacturc  of  glass 
at  this  establishment  was  for  a  time  discon- 
tinued.   On  March  11.  IS'J.').  the  property  was 
sold  by  Moses  Warren,  sberiff  of  Rensselaer  j 
county,  to  Richard  J.  Knowlson.  [ 

On  the  IGth  of  April,  isao,  the  leorislature  I 
passed  "  an  act  to  Incorporate  the  Rensselaer  j 
glass  manufacturing  company,"  by  which  I 
Richard  J.  Knowlson,  Isaac  B.  Fox.  Daniel  M.  j 
Gregory  and  siich  persons  as  thereafter  miirht  ; 
become  stockholders  of  the  said  company  were  to  \ 
be  known  by  the  name  of  "  The  Rensselaer  (i  lass  ; 
manufacturing  company."  For  the  purpose  of  j 
making  cylinder,  window,  crown  and  other  ! 
glass  ware,  the  capital  stock  was  to  be  .<.">0,uOO. 
shares  jlUO  each.  The  subscription  books  were 
to  be  opened  under  the  direction  of  Riehard  J.  i 
Knowlson,  Daniel  M.  (iregory  and  Hichard  I 
Spencer,  jr.  The  affairs  of  the  company  were  ' 
ro  be  managed  by  five  directors.  About  the  i 
year  18:31  the  firm  of  Knowlson  6c  Sehmeuiss  ; 
began  the  manufacture  of  glass  at  this  place, 
^\hich  it  coniinucd  for  more  than  a  year.  I 

On  the  1st  of  July,  lS;.<i,  Richard  J.  Knowl-  ' 
"on  sold  the  land  and  buildit'trs  formerly  owned  ■ 
iiy  the  Rensselaer  glass  factory  company  to 
Francis  Stadler.  Joseph  Stadler,  Anthony  liu.vh  . 
nid  Joseph  Wi'tser.  who  took  the  name  of  , 
>iadler3,  Rush  <t  Co.,  in  the  manufacture  of  ' 
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class  at  Rens.selaer  village.  Thl.s  firm  iK-coming 
involved  conveyed  thtj  property  to  Kiehard  J. 
KiiowNon  and  Isiae  H.  Fox,  aslru^lees.  Mav  7. 
IS'38,  for  the  ictth  ment  of  iheir  liabilities.  Sub- 
sequently, al'out  the  year  ISii'J,  A.  R.  S.  II. 
Fox  bejan  aL'ain  the  inanufacture  of  glass  at 
this  place,  aiid  continued  the  business  until  th'- 
year  1^.5",  when  the  works  wore  destroyed  by 
fire  and  were  not  nirain  rebuilt.  The  sand  which 
first  led  the  early  niaiiulaeturi-rs  of  glas."  to 
establish  works  at  this  place  was  f(jund  in  tinic 
to  be  unsuited  for  the  purj  (^^es  desired,  and  for 
a  number  of  years  sand  was  obtained  from 
Berkshire  county.  Mass. 

THE  SANDL.VKE  Lir.KAin  SOCIETY. 

It  appears  that  steps  were  early  taken  to  pro- 
vide the  people  of  a  part  of  the  town  with  a 
circulating  library.  On  the  second  Tuesd.iv  in 
April,  IbOS,  having  li'  cn  subscribed  for  the 
establishment  of  a  librar}-,  the  members  oi  the 
Sandlake  library  society  assembled  at  the  h->u.-e 
of  Thomas  Thompson,  and  after  raakin:; 
Williaui  Van  Tress  chairman  of  the  meeting, 
elected  Uriah  M.  Gre-zory,  Joel  Bristol,  Stephen 
Gregory,  Aretus  Lyman  and  Nathan  R.  Cran- 
dall trustees  of  the  as>ociation. 

THE  PLANK-K0ADCO>n»ANT. 

When  a  number  ot  years  ago  the  construc- 
tion of  plank-roads  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
public,  it  was  deemed  judicious  by  those  inter- 
ested in  maintaining  a  good  road  between  the 
city  of  Albany  and  village  of  Sandlake 
to  obtain  from  the  legislature  the  priv- 
ilege of  building  such  a  road.  On  the 
10th  oi  April,  1*^^40.  was  passed  "an  act 
to  allow  the  president  and  directors  of  the  east- 
ern turni>ike  to  sell  a  part  or  all  of  their  road, 
and  to  form  a  plank-road  from  Albany  to  .Sand- 
lake." By  thi>'  act.  Eraslus  Corning,  Davi.l  V. 
N.  RadclilTe,  Samuel  S.  Fowl.-r.  Rir-hard  J. 
Knowlson.  (iideon  Butts,  Kvert  van  Alden.  John 
DeFreest,  James  Dearstvne,  DeWitt  DeForr  st. 
George  Cipi-eriy,  Wynant  Voun:.'hans  and  th«  ir 
associates  were  <  onstituied  a  company  to  con- 
struct and  maintain  a  plank-road  from  the  east 
side  of  the  Hudson  river  «)pposite  the  city  of 
Aloany,  throu-h  the  town  of  (Ireenbu-^h  on  the 
most  elicrible  route  to  the  Glass  Factory  village 
in  the  town  of  Sandlake.  Althou-h  the  plank." 
of  this  road  have  almost  all  di><appeared  from 
the  road-bed  which  w«  re  used  in  its  construc- 
tion, the  highway  is  still  designated  as  the  plank- 
road. 

CEMr.TEIlIES. 

The  Sandlake  union  eenieiery  a.^focintion 
was  organizrd  on  the  Tth  of  June,  1*^47,  at  the 
house  of  Calvin  Slitcr.  and  in.:orporate«l  by  f  tie 
election  of  the  following  irualees:  Calvin  Sli- 
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ter,  Nathan  Upham,  Solom  on  (ire^ory.  Cunv- 
lius  '^.'h^-nf^rhorn,  Richard  J.  Knowl.son  aii<l 
Albert  K.  Fox.  la  lS4i)  William  P.  Vuu  R.-nsM- 
laer  conveyed  to  the  Ren^sselaer  buriul-u'numd 
association  three  acres  of  laud  in  the  vicinity  <»r 
Sliter's  Corners.  Another  acre  was  in  lsr4  <•!>- 
tained  from  EIkmi  W.  Carmichael,  which,  with 
the  former  !?ronnd,  was  neatly  laid  out  into  a 
rural  cemetery. 

The  old  burial  crround  about  a  nule  MOUth  of 
the  villa;?e  of  West  Sandlake,  and  the  <j:ravc- 
yard  in  the  rear  of  Zion's  Lutheran  church,  in 
the  village,  contain  the  tombs  of  many  of  ih<^ 
first  settlers  of  the  western  part  of  the  town  of 
Sandlake. 

THE  LUTHEBAN  CHURCH  AT  REN'SSEL.iEKW VCK. 

The  earliest  religious  society  formed  in  Muit 
part  of  the  manor  of  Ren.>selaerwyek.  now  tiie 
town  of  Sandlake,  was  an  or2:auizat inn  of 
Lutherans  known  as  the  congregation  of  the 
church  called  Zion  at  Ren.sselaerwyck.  'I'his 
society  was  incorporated  on  the  tiOth  day  of 
January,  1790.  On  that  day  Andreas  Weather- 
wax  and  Andreas  Miller  were  elected  trusifcs  of 
Zion  church.  The  judges  of  election  were  llt^nry 
Moeller,  Henry  Miller  and  Philip  Feller.  The 
meeting  house  was  built  of  lo2s,  on  a  piect-  of 
land  fi:ivento  the  congregation  by  Stfplien  Van 
Rensselaer.  The  site  of  this  old  bMihling, 
which  was  removed  about  the  year  1S15,  is  still 
pointed  out,  it  bein<r  a  part  of  the  present  farm 
of  Henry  S.  Traver.  The  membersbii)  ot  Zion 
church  because  the  basis  of  the  orLranization  of 
the  First  Lutheran  church  of  West  Sundlako. 

SECOND    EV.\NGELIC.\.L   LUTHEKAN    Clil  IKMI  <»K 
WEST  SANDLAKE. 

This  society  was  organized  in  1^07.  r*'i'  tl'^' 
purpose  of  being  incorporated  the  malr  im-m- 
iH-rs  of  the  congregation  on  the  ^^ih  of  May. 
1H3'.^,  assembled  at  the  house  of  John  Cii»pcrly 
and  there  elected  W>Tiant  Younghans,  Ber- 
nard Uline,  Bernard  U.  Sharp,  John  Cii)iMTly 
and  John  P.  Shaver,  trustees  of  "  The  Evan- 
ffelical  Lutheran  Church  of  Sandlake."  For  a 
time  after  the  organization  oi  ihi>  >ocicty  <li- 
\ine  worship  was  held  by  it  at  tiic  iiouse  ot 
Bernard  Uline.  On  the  Itith  of  tin-  >anie 
month  of  that  year  the  trustees  made  pur- 
chase of  a  piece  of  ground  whereon  to  i  n*ct  u 
church  editii-e,  which  wius  suhsequenily  built 
and  de.licatcd  October  5,  mO.  In  \^>i  the 
building  was  rerao«leled  at  a  co.-t  of  al»<«ut 
.^^..Vk).  and  was  rede<licated  January  1  ^•-J. 
The  pre-^ent  roll  of  the  memUr>hii.  ol  ihi.^ 
church  embraces  the  names  oi  IW  P'  Th;!).-. 

The  pastors  who  have  served  this  coni;r.-uM- 
tion  since  its  organization  have  bc.n  th.-  K.-v. 
John  D.  Lawyer,  ISiT  ;  the  Rev.  Jc.scS.  Robm- 


son,  lS3S-;5!»;  the  Rev.  Isaac  Kimball.  IM-.K 
40;  the  Rev.  H.  L.  Dux,  ISU-.")!);  the  K,  v. 
Nicholas  Van  Ahtytie.  1S'»0-<U  ;  and  thi  |;,.v 
M.  W.  Empie.  July  1,  to  date. 

THE    »n:KM\N     LUTHEKAN,    ZION's    CUI  ltC  f!,  ;vt 
EAST  SANDLAKE. 

A  socifty  of  Cerman  Lutherans  was  ortraii 
ized  in  East  vSandlake,  in  school  district  No. 
11,  in  isr,.-),  by  the  Rev.  F.  Heinle.  The  old 
wooden  Baptist  church,  north  of  the  schfK»| 
house,  near  big  Bowman  pond,  was  first  d 
by  this  congri':,'ation  for  divine  worship,  in.Iu'.y 
ISiio,  which,  on  the  first  Sunday  in  August,  w.n^ 
dedicated  with  appropriate  services.  Th-- 
building  cost  about  .^'jOO,  and  has  a  seatiii'.:  r.i- 
pacity  for  about  200  persons.  The  church  h.i* 
80  members.  The  following  have  been  th<- 
pastors  of  this  church  :  The  Revs.  F.  Heinl'v 
D.  Bruno,  F.  A.  Sydaw,  and  the  present  pas- 
tor, the  Rev.  George  V'etter. 

SALEM  CHURCH  OF  TUE  EVANGELICAL  ASSOCI  V 
TION  OF  WEST  ?\XDLAKE.  (GEKMAN.) 

This  religious  association  was  organized  in 
1S4.J  at  the  present  parsonage,  at  that  time  th- 
old  Lutheran  church,  by  the  Rev.  J.  (i.  .\Lir::- 
quart.  Philip  Young,  Andrew  Schafcr.  Philip 
Schwartz,  Jolni  Schecr  and  John  Schuster.  In 
1841)  the  old  wocxlen  school  house,  erected  in 
1840,  was  dedicated  as  a  hous*-  of  worship,  th- 
Rev.  R.  J.  Derrick  ofli'Mating.  In  1>'W  tl  ■• 
present  frame  church  edirice  was  erected  at  .i 
cost  of  about  s7,(K)(),  which  has  a  seating' 
capacity  for  about  8tXI  persons.  In  OetobiT  <<i 
the  same  year  it  was  dedicated  by  Bishop  •). 
Esher. 

On  the  ■27fh  of  February,  18t*7,  the  society 
became  incorporatt-d  by  the  election  of  Juli;; 
Wagner,  Andrew  Schafer  and  John  Scheer 
tru-stt-es  of  "Th*-  Salem  church  of  the  villi.:' 
of      West     Sandlakr.'-     The     church  h.^ 
at    presint     U'A)    inttnbers.    Tli<-  followir.-' 
l»aslors    have    had   chiu-.ie    of    this  church 
The  IJevs.  J.      Mar:.-«iuart,  ls4.'>-4t; :  M.  Lan«  r. 
l847-4s:  J.  Wa-ner,  ls-|'.u.->0 ;  R.  J.  Derr  -  - 
1851-52;  D.  Fi.<her,  lS*»;;-r>4  :  L.  .Tacobi.  \^''' 
.");(ieorge  Eckhard,  lS.")<)-57 ;  (t.  J.  (treni' 
bach,  is.-,s-.'i!i ;  F.  Lohtnejer,  18<»0-^;i ;  C.  F. 
Bollrr.  1802-4;:];  H.  Ki<her.  1SG4  :  W.  Men  /. 
IS05-JU;;  C.  F.  Scheopilins.  lsr.7-().S;  M.  Yan*  i:. 
18»'>V>-70;  J.  (i.  Seigrist,  1871-72;  A.  Lucsch  r 
187;^-;  '>  :  C.  F.  Stube,  187^)-7^ ;  and  A.  ScbUnk. 
187U-NI. 

THE      TUI  E      ni  Tt  ll      KEt  OU.MED     l'IU)TE- 1  ' 
CU  UKCII. 

Aluotm  till'  ciirly  rcligiou.<  socioiies  ot  '.vhi.  ■ 
the  inhaltitants  of  the  town  ol  >aiidl.ikt  w  r 
nicinb<  rs,  was  the   contjreiration  kno  w  a 
-Th.'  Wyti.intsand  Poc-tcukill  True  Dut  !• 
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formed  Pi-otestant  church  in  th»>  towns  of 
<;rcenbiish  and  Sandlakc/"  On  the  17th  of  .M:iy, 
1S24,  the  members  of  this  church  assembled  at 
the  Ubual  place  of  divine  worship,  in  th.-  town 
Sandlake,  and  elected  as  trustees  William  W. 
Cooper,  >[()ses  P.  B.  BloomeiidaU'  and  Coonrad 
Cooper  for  the  purpose  of  bein-?  incorporau-d. 
On  the  28th  of  June,  1825,  the  name  of  the 
church  was  changed  to  "  The  True  Reformed 
Dutch  church  of  Wynants  and  Pcx  stcnkill  in 
the  county  of  Rensselaer.'' 

THE  PROTESTANT  SOCIETY. 

A  religious  organization  known  as  the  Pro- 
testant society  was  formeil  at  the  hou.<!e  of 
Stephen  Gregory  on  the  7th  of  January,  1805. 
For  the  purpose  of  incorporation  the  associa- 
tion elected  Henry  Withy,  Ste^dien  Gregory, 
John  Stephens,  Daniel  Bristol,  Win.  Van  Trass 
and  Samuel  Hammond  trustees.  A  seal  was 
adopted,  having  a  representation  of  an  altar, 
two  doves  and  the  motto  •*  Unite"  engraved 
upon  it. 

FIRST    PRESBYTERIAN-    CUURCH   OF  SANDLAKE. 

The  First  Pi-esbyterian  society  in  Sandlake 
was  organized  on  the  21st  of  December,  ISOS. 
The  Presbyterian  people  of  Sandlake  unitin;: 
with  the  members  of  the  Congretrational  church 
of  Nassau  formed  a  congregation  of  ZT)  mem- 
bers, which  took  the  name  of  the  First  Pre.>.by- 
terian  church  of  Greenbush,  before  a  portion  of 
the  town  of  Greenbush,  in  1812,  l)ecame  a  part 
of  the  town  of  Sandlake.  When  the  town  of 
Sandlake  was  erected  tlie  society  was  called  the 
Fii-st  Presbyterian  church  of  Sandlake.  The 
present  frame  house  of  worship  was  erected 
near  Sliter's  Corners  in  ISoo.  The  church  now 
i>elonging  to  the  Baptist  congregation  at  Sand- 
lake was  previous  to  this  year.  wor- 
shiped in  by  this  society,  the  building 
then  being  known  as  the  Union  church. 
The  society  was  incorporated  on  the  2Sth  of 
February,  1820,  by  the  election  of  Scott  Vinincr. 
Calvin  Thompson,  Stephen  Gregory,  Silas 
Willmot,  Gilbert  Bailey  and  Uriah  Greirory  as 
trustees  of  the  First  Presbyterian  society  of 
the  town  of  Sandlake."  The  church  has  at 
present  62  members.  The  church  has  had  the 
following  pastors :  The   Revs.   John  Keyes, 

1S<IS-12  ;   Brown  ;   Perry  ;  John  Knill : 

William  Glynn;           Lummis  ;    Metealf; 

 Woodbury  ;  John   Yuuiiglove,    )>lS-24  ; 

Fzra  D.  Kinney,  182.')-:i(j;  Thomas  Wickes, 
l8:n-.".2  ;  Gardner  Hayden,  lS'>2-:>4:  Isaac  Fos- 
ter, 183.VoG,  supply;           McDowell.  ls»-;;7  ; 

Thomas  J.  Ilaswell,  lSl8-;)!>;  John  Davis,. 
l^K)-t;i ;  John  Sessions,  1>4;{-17  ;  Chauncey  H. 
Hubbard,  Ls47-*)0 ;  Eber  M.  Rollo.  ls")l-5^; 
Charles  boolittle,  1n5j-5'j  ;  John  P.  Cu.sbinaxi, 


l850-<-.2;  Andrew  .M. Mullen,  1S<>:M>4  ;  KU-r  M. 
Roll...  IMT, ;  Albe  rt  C.  Bishop,  180.V7:. :  .md 
James  P.  Virlc,  May.  1870.  to  date. 

'  FIRST  HAi'TI-T  CHI  IICH  OF  .•*ANDLAKt. 

The  lir.'st  Baptist  society  of  Sandlake  secured 
its  incorj)oiation  by  electing  on  the  l>th  oi 
-March,  182t;,  Lockwood  Butts.  William  Kinj^ 

I  and  Nathan  Barber  trustees.    The  soci.  ty  as- 

,  sumed  the  name  of  the  First  Baptist  church  in 
the  town  of   Sandlake.     This  eongrp:;ation 

j  worshiped  in  the  Union   meetinj;  hou<e.  at 

j  Sandlake,  now  known  as  Averill. 

j     TUE  SECOND  BAPTIST  CQfRCH  OF  SANDI.vKE. 

I  The  society  which  is  now  known  as  the  Bai>- 
I  tist  church  of  Sandlake  was  orijanized  in  1^.51 
!  by  Isaac  B.  Fox.  Joseph  Gregory,  A.  \'.  P. 
!  Gregory.  K.  P.  Whipple,  Albert  R.  Fox,  and  V.i 
\  other  persons.  This  congregation,  in  connec- 
j  tion  witiithe  Prcsbytt  riaus,  held  divine  service.^ 
I  in  the  Union  meeting  house,  which  was  erected 
I  and  dedicated  in  1805,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbr'.dge 
performing  the  dedicatory  services.  This  build- 
ing has  a  seating  capacity  for  about  50<J  pt  r?<m-, 
i  and  cost  about  >.S.()00.  It  became  the  >f>W 
\  property  of  the  Baptist  society  some  years  sub- 
;  sequent  to  the  organization  of  this  cou»T'-:ra- 
i  tion.  It  was  remodeled  in  1842  at  an  expense 
;  of  about  S2,000,  and  in  1862,  at  about  the  same 
I  expenditure. 

On  the  13th  of  July,  183.5,  the  members  of  the 
:  Second  Bapti.st  society  met  at  their  mcetin^r 
I  house,  and  for  the  purpose  oi  being  incorpo- 
j  rated  elected  Stephen  Gregory,  Jo^eph  Gregory, 
i  Abraham  V.  P.  Gretrory,  Isaac  B.  Fox.  Charles 
j  H.  Gregory  and  Henry  L.  Wynants  trustees. 
!  The  church  has  at  present  120  meml>ers. 
'  The  pastors  and  sup]>lies  of  the  church  huvt- 
'  been  the  Revs.  Calvin  C.  Williams,  l8o2-:>3 : 

'  Orrin  Dodse.  l8?.4-o7:   Barker,  18:i7 :  E.  D. 

■  Turner,  18.37-29;  Merritt  House,  1840-11  ;  AUl 
Brown.  1841-42;  William  I.  Loomis.  l84J-4^i : 
!  E.  G.  Perry,  1<40-18.">0;  J.  B.  Pixley,  1'<><J-.51  ; 
j  Alexander   Milne.   1^51  ;  William  W.  Aben. 
!  1S.5.5-.58  :  Daniel  Robinson,  185^8-02;  George  W. 
Demers.  18»-i;i-0o ;  Ezra  D.  Siuwiions,  lb»"».5-*;8  ; 
Reuben  H.  Weeks,  1SO'.K*<0. 

THE    METHODIST    EPISCOPAL    CUl  HCH  AT  Wt>T 
SANDLAKE. 

A  society  of  Methodists  was  early  formed  in 
the  vicinity  of  West  Sandlake.    About  the 
year  1^25  a  small  hou>e  of  worship  was  erected 
!  by  the  fcjllowers  of  Wesley  which  took  the 
'  name  of  Heddini:  oh;ipeI.    Th«;  Rev.  San  uel 
,  Ilowat  was  aujong  the  lirst  ministers  ^ho 
.  watchtd  o\er  the  spirit ual  interests  of  this  .--o- 
i  ciety.    A  meeting  was  held  on  the  4th  of  De- 
:  ceuiber.  1S20.  in  tlic  ciiaj[.cl,  for  the  purj  <'-e  oi 
incorporuiiiig     the   conjiregation.   at  ^nLicu 
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William  Mott,  William  M.  Martin,  Bonjaniin 
Sibley,  jr.,  and  Henry  Moul  wfre  elccit.U  trus- 
tees of  the  Methodist  Ei-iscopal  Ik-ddiu-  ch.ipcl  . 
society.    About  the  year  lS-i5  a  lari,'t-r  and  more  I 
convenient  meetinc:  housie  was  erected  in  the  \ 
village  of  West  Sandlake,  which  i.s  still  ust-d 
by  the  society  as  a  house  of  worship.  , 

A  second  certiticate  of  incorporation  was  ' 
secured  in  ISoO  by  this  society,  which  on  the  ■ 
13th  of  May  of  that  year  elected  William  K.  ; 
Mott,  Solomon  Coon,  Saumel  Weaiherwax,  | 
Henry  ;Nroul,  Henry  Weatherwax,  Jacob  | 
Ostrander  and  George  Uline  "trustees  of  the  i 
Methodist  Episcopal  church  of  West  Sand-  I 
lake."  I 

The  following  ministers  have  had  this  con-  , 
gregation  under  their  charge  since  lSo6 :  The  I 
Revs.  Asa  Hand,  1S36 ;  D.  Stevens,  ISoS ;  D.  I 

Starks,  1840 ;   Hancock,  lS-12 ;  J.  Earns.  ; 

1847;  Jonn  Grove,  1S50  ;  John  Chase,  ISoZ;  , 
P.  P.  narrower,  IS.") ;  William  Smith,  1S5S : 
W.  F.  Hend,  ISOl  ;  Merrick  Bates,  1SH3 ;  J.  D.  I 
Bennham,  1S05  ;  J.  W.  Quinland,  ISCS;  S.  D. 
Elliott,  1871 ;  R.  Patterson,  1872  ;  B.  O  Meeker, 
1875 ;  J.  B.  Sylvester,  1876  ;  C.  M.  Clark,  1877  ;  E. 
Marsh,  1878. 

The  church  has  on  its  roll  of  membership 
the  names  of  100  persons. 

WESLEY  CHAPEL  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CUURCH. 

A  society  of  Methodists  was  organized 
about  the  year  1830,  at  Oak  hill,  near  the  centre 
of  the  towTi.  A  meeting  of  the  mt  mbers  of 
the  congregation  was  held  at  the  house  of  Cy-  | 
renius  Finch,  on  the  CWh  of  April,  1831,  at 
which  the  Rev.  John  North  was  present.  The 
followii-.g  persons  were  elected  trustees:  The 
Rev.  John  North,  Andrew  A.  Smith,  Lewis 
Finch,  Adam  Feathers  and  John  AV.  Belknap. 

THE  WESLEYAN  CHAPEL  SOCIETY.  | 

Another  societv  of  the  followers  of  John 
Wesley  was  organized  in  the  town,  w  hich  body 
held  divine  worship  in  the  school  house  of  dis- 
trict No.  14.    To  be  incorporated  the  members  i 
of  this  congregation,  which  was  st-rved  by  min-  I 
Isters  of  the  Chatham  circuit,  assembled  at  the  ! 
school  house,  and  there  eketed  the  Rev.  John  j 
North,   Sylvanus   Babeoek,    Charles   Dugar,  j 
Samuel  H.  Arnold  and  John  MeCann  trustees  j 
of  the  Wesleyan  chapel. 

METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  OF  S.VXDLAKE. 

The  three  congrecations  of  Methodists,  one  j 
at  Sandlake  village,  (Averill,)  one  at  lilass  ; 
House,  and  one  known  as  Clark's  ehapel  in  the  | 
town  of  Scliodaek,  have  been  consolidated  into 
a  charge  and  the  resident  pastor  at  Sandlake 
has  them  under  his  care.  Th.e  con-ie-ation  at  | 
Glass  House  embraces  about  5U  members.  This 


society  had  a  church  at  this  point  about  th<-  y-  ur 
lis'^.  Clark's  ehapel  was  ereeted  shoitly  ;!:t  - 
this  date.  The  congregation  was  connected  !<  .■■ 
a  time  with  the  charge  at  Nassau  village,  -u! 
sequently  with  the  Glass  House  church,  an  i 
latterly  with  the  Sandlake  charge.  There  ar. 
about  l.")0  per^ons  connected  with  this  churi  h 
Olive  chapel  was  erected  at  Sandlake  villas: 
about  the  year  1874,  at  au  expense  of  about 
?-'3,500.  It  was  first  associated  as  a  ehar;,'e  v,  iiii 
the  church  at  West  Sandlake,  but  in  1878  it  wa- 
connected  with  the  Sandlake  charge.  The  Rev. 
W'ra.  W.  Witney  was  the  tirst  pastor  of  tlii^ 
church.  The  roll  of  meuibership  of  the  eon- 
gregation  bears  *:4  names. 

ST.  IIENKY'S  ROMAN  CATHOLIC  CHURCH  AT  SAN!- 
LAKE,  (AVERII.L.) 

This  church  originated  about  the  year  1^»> 
when  religious  services  were  lirst  held  at  ih- 
house  of  M.  Cusack,  by  the  Rev.  H.  Hopkins  '.«• 
St.  Francis  Roman  Catholic  church  of  Tr^'y 
In  June.  1809  it  was  decided  that  a  small  chur< !. 
should  be  erected,  and  the  w  ork  of  building  v.  a~ 
shortly  afterwards  conmienced  on  a  lot  pn- 
sented  by  J.  Aken.  On  the  4th  of  January.  1S7». 
the  church  was  incorporated  under  the  name  oi 
"St.  Henry's  chureh."  The  tirst  services  were 
held  in  the  new  building  on  Sunday,  April  IT. 
1870.  On  the  IGth  of  October,  1870,  the  ciiureh 
was  dedicated  by  the  Very  Rev.  V.G.  Wadhani>. 
The  following  priests  have  had  charge  of 
church :  The  Revs.  Father  Gabriels,  Fathtr 
Wiebbe.  Father  Schoppe.  and  the  Re-v.  Fatli-  r 
Trieb.  from  May  31,  1879,  to  date. 

AVERILL. 

The  village  oi"  Averill,  which  is  situate  d<'ii 
the  Wynant-skill,  is  a  little  north  of  the  cent,  r 
of  the  town  of  Sandlake.  The  valuable  w..-.' 
power  of  the  Wynantskill  at  this  point  early  at- 
tracted the  attention  of  manufacturers.  Ab  .'Ui 
the  begiuning  of  tae  century  Thomas  Thorn;' 
son  erected  a  saw  mill  and  a  forge  on  the  strc;iiii 
running  southward  from  the  present  \illa-'e  <  : 
Averill.  A  woolen  mill  was  built  about  t;.< 
year  182o  on  the  site  of  the  former  build:::.'-, 
which  was  lirst  operated  by  Coleman  lU  '.v.- 
ingway  as  a  satinet  fartur>-.  Subsequently  il''' 
mill  was  purcha.^ed  by  John  Kerr  of  Troy,  i' 
was  afterward  changed  into  a  hosiery  mill  by 
Hezekiah  C.  and  (ieiTge  C.  Arnold,  who  w-  r- 
a.<;sociated  with  Daniel  Wight  in  this  brarx'^ 
of  nianufaf'ture.  This  tinn  was  succeeded 
James  Aken,  and  he  in  turn  by  the  hrm  <  - 
Kidder  cV:  Aken.  In  1S71  the  building  «■ 
destroyi  d  by  tire. 

Where  now  is  the  ho^:ery  mill  operat.dl  > 

Nicholas  T.  Kane  was,  abf  ut  the  year  l^ii^. 

tannery    belonging    to  Ephraim  Whittaiv-r 
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Subsequently  it  was  successively  owned  by 
Caleb  Fiuch,  John  Liulue.  and  Gershora  Tabor. 
The  tannery  builJinirs  were  several  times  de- 
stroyed by  lire.  James  Aken  having,'  purchased 
the  property  erected  thereon  a  hosiery  mill  in 
1S62.  In  1S73  James  F.  Aken  and  Jeptha  P. 
Kidder  lea.sed  it,  and  were  succeeded  a  year 
afterward  by  Kidder  &  McCrcady,  and  they  by 
Kidder  &  North.  Subsequently  Nicholas  T. 
Kane  purchased  it  of  James  Aken.  It  is  known 
as  the  Aken  hosiery  mill,  has  five  setts  of 
machinery  and  giving  employment  to  about  75 
persons. 

About  the  year  1S'20  Aretus  Lpnan  was  run- 
ning a  saw-mill  where  now  is  the  Sandlake 
warp  and  yarn  factory,  owned  and  operated  by 
I.  McConihe  &  Co.  A  short  distance  south  of 
the  saw-mill  was  a  grist-mill,  which  a  number 
of  years  afterwards  was  changed  to  a  plaster- 
mill.  A  second  grist-mill  was  erected  below 
this  mill.  Aretus  L\  man  and  Stephen  Gregory 
were  for  a  number  of  years  the  owners  of  these 
mills.  Coonradt  Al  bridge  erected  at  this  poiut 
a  cotton  mill,  where  was  manufactured  cotton 
batting  and  yarn.  On  August  27,  IS.%,  Daniel 
Wight,  Hezekiah  C.  Arnold  and  Alfred  Robin- 
son purchased  from  Aretus  LjTnan  a  grist- 
mill, ill  which  they  began  the  manufacture  of 
satinet  vrarps.  In  1S70  I.  McConihe  &  Co.  suc- 
ceeded to  the  ownership  of  the  property.  This 
firm  employs  about  thirty-five  persons  in  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  warp. 

An  old  mill  known  as  the  cloth  dressing  fac- 
tory of  John  P.  Albertson  was  in  operation  on 
this  part  of  the  Wynantskill  as  early  as  the 
year  1S20.  Where  now  Is  the  Eagle  hosiery 
mill  was  once  the  mill  of  Cornelius  Schemer- 
horn,  destroj-ed  by  fire  in  1870. 

The  site  of  the  Beaverwyck  hosiery  mill,  the 
property  of  Thomas  Knowlson,  was  about  the 
year  1S35  occupied  by  the  satinet  mill  of  John 
Van  Ilusen.  For  a  time  it  was  run  as  a  grist 
mill  by  Arnold,  Hunt  6:  Wight.  Subse- 
quently Andrew  B.  Kno\\lson  X'^i^'tha^ed  the 
property  and  fitted  up  the  budding  as  a  hosiery 
mill,  which  in  lb?4  was  destroyed  bv  fire.  The 
null  was  rebuilt,  and  is  now  called  the  Beaver- 
wyck hosiery  mill,  and  is  in  operation  at 
present  under  the  management  of  Anilrew  B. 
Knowlson. 

About  the  year  18^30  a  paper  mill  was  erected 
on  the  Wynantskill,  south  of  the  former  mills, 
by  Staats  D.  Tomi'kins.  In  ISt'-o  the  i.n.'perty 
passed  in^o  the  hands  of  Eucrene  and  John  W. 
Merwin.  In  March.  1875,  Andrew  J.  Smart  of 
Troy  became  the  owner  of  the  mill,  who  at 
present  manufactures  annually  about  7uj  tons 
of  straw  paper.  About  the  year  18:.5  the  fur- 
nace of  William  Carmiehael  was  built  at  this 


point.  Here,  also,  at  an  early  day  was  a  cloth 
dicssing  factory. 

In  18:«J  the  villagr  of  Samllake  is  spoken  of 
as  being  10  miles  from  Troy,  contaiuiug  a  Bai>- 
tist  and  a  Presbyterian  church,  a  pobtoliice, 
two  satinet  factories,  two  cotton  factories,  a 
grist  and  a  saw-mill,  a  furnace,  a  large  tannery, 
a  tavern,  two  stores  and  about  40  dwellings. 
The  place  now  comprises  about  lOU  houses, 
among  which  are  the  Bapti:;t  church,  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  chapel  and  St.  Henry's  nomnn 
Catholic  church  and  the  school  house  of  di.s- 
trict  No.  7.    The  Sandlake  collegiate  institute 
was  established  here  in  1852  by  \Vm.  H.  Seraru. 
!  The  school  obtained  an  excellent  reputai'.on 
i  under  the  management  of  this  well  known 
j  educator  of  boys.     The  building  is  now  re- 
i  modeled  and  is  owned  by  Horatio  F.  Averill, 
!  being  known  as  the  Avenll  house.    The  busi- 
!  ness  interests  of  the  place  besides  the  n:anu- 
I  fuctures  already  mentioned,  include  at  present 
j  two  hotels  and  several  stores, 
j     The  place  which  was  until  18^0  the  western 
1  part  of  the  village  of  Sandlake  being  triven  a 
i  postoffice  by  the  government,  received  the 
i  designation  of  Averill.    The  pretty  sheet  of 
j  water  known  as  Sand  lake  is  at  a  short  remove 
i  from  the  Averill  house. 

SAND  LAKE  (SUTEK's  COKNEk'S.) 

The  place  known  as  Sliter's  Corners,  in  the 
town  of  Sandlake,  is  now  the  \-illuge  of  Sand- 
lake, for  here  about  the  year  l>d5  was  e.->tnb- 
j  lished  a  postoftice  by  the  name  ot  Sandlake. 
i  The  place  contains  about  40  buildings,  auiOUi: 
I  which  is  the  Presbyterian  church.  Ihe  grt)undd 
'  of  the  Union  cemetery  are  in  the  immediate 
vicinity.    At  this  point  is  a  hotel,  two  stores, 
an  undertaker's  shop,  a  carriage  and  a  blaek- 
'  smith  shop.    The  office  of  the  Mutual  insur- 
1  ance   association   of   Sandlake,  Poesienkill. 

Berlin  and  Stephentown  is  at  this  villacjc.  The 
I  association  was  organized  March  21,  1^78.  The 
hV:^t  directors  were  Joel  B.  Peck.  Dr.  E.  W. 
Carmichael,  Lewis  \V.  Allendorph.  John  Vos- 
i  burgh.  Johu  M.  Miller,  John  Miller.  W  iliiam 
I  Upham  and  Arthur  M.  Peck.  The  interests  of 
'  the  company  are  nuitual.  About  2C0  persons 
I  are  members  of  the  association. 

I  GL.VS3  HOUSE. 

I  This  place  was  early  known  as  Rensselaer 
;  village  when  the  Rensselaer  gl  tss  f-.ictor}-  was 
I  in  operation  on  the  banks  of  Gla.^s  lake.  It  is 
!  a  short  distance  south  of  Sliter's  Coru»Ts. 

Tlure  are  about  ;;<)  buildings  at  this  point, 

among  whieh  is  a  Mt  thodist  Epi>eopal  chuieh. 

the  school  house  of  district  No.  8,  und  a  hole!. 

It  is  mentioned  in  18:;0  as  being  12  miles  from 
'   I'roy,  having  a  MelLodLst  church,  a  icl<-t.t 
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school,  a  postoQice.  a  dass  manufai.toi-y  | 
makibg  cylinder  ;-la.<s.  a  saw-inill,  a  tavni.  | 
two  stores  and  5()  dwellini^y.  ' 

WEST  SANDL.VKE.  j 

This  village,  in  tho  western  part  of  the  town.  I 
was  early  known  by  the  name  of  I'lini's.  in 
honor  of  Bernardt  Ulin»',  who  built  the  tirst  > 
house    at    this  point.     In   1S:{C    I'lines    is  I 
refeiTed    to   in   the   "State   Gazetteer"   as  I 
being    seven  miles    from   Troy,    upon  the 
Wynantskill,   having    a    Lutheran    and  a 
Methodist    Episcopal   church,  a    grist  and 
a  .saw  mill,  two  stores,  two  taverns  and  about 
50  dwellings,    A  postoffice  was  established  here 
about    the    year    18:35,    of    which    Frost  | 
Myers     was    the    tirst     postmaster.     Sue-  [ 
cessively  the  following  persons   have    been  j 
his  successors  in  ofllce  :    Burton  A.  Thomas,  j 
Jacob  Taylor,  Samuel  I).  Seymour,  Dr.  Win.  II.  ' 
Snyc'er,  Jacob  Wheeler  and  Elbert  W.  Moul. 
The  village  contains  about  90  houses  and  a 
population  of  408.    There  are  four  churches  j 
iu  the  place,  two  Lutheran,  a  Methodist  Epi.s-  | 
copal  and  a  German  Evangelic;^.    It  has  one  . 
hotel,  four  stores,  a  hosiery  mill,  a  yarn  fac- 


tory, two  grist  mills  and  a  plow  manufaet4»ry. 
Tlie  school  iiouse  ot  distriet  No.  4  is  in  th»- 
village.  The  hosiery  mill  of  John  \l.  Akin  an«l 
John  McLaren  affords  eiuploynicnt  to  ulxjut  4»J 
p(  rsons.  The  stocking  yam  faetory  of  A11.>«ti 
Donaldson  and  Williaui  I'lini"  is  also  an  im- 
portant industry. 

The  Lnthnait  Ilciahl  was  is.-ued  In  1844,  at 
West  Sandlake.  by  the  Rcv.  Henry  L.  Dox.  pas- 
tor of  the  Second  Lutheran  i  hvirch  of  tli<.-  vil- 
lage.   It  was  pubUshed  for  several  years. 

SOITH  SANDI.AKK. 

This  handet  is  situated  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  town.  It  oon)pris(.s  about  a  halt 
score  of  houses,  a  store,  a  blacksmith  shop  and 
a  wagonmakcr's  shop.  The  postodiee  was  es- 
tablished here  about  the  year  l85'i.  William 
Stevens  has  been  the  postmaster  for  many 
ye;!!^^. 

porcLATio.v  or  the  tou  .n. 

isi:<   3.2^'^  I  i-^v)  -'.5&e 

isio  H.r.<)>  1   '.i.^NS 

is.^-,  :i.4.M  1  ijy.o  i.bu-j 

IS-tti  S.f.Vt  !  INO   2.»w 

is;«  3,Sio  1  i.sTu  2,g:« 

l^LlU  i,:A>a    1^73  •J.TtTi 

1845  1   a^'U 


[^..y.,  E  M  E  N  D  AT  I  O  X. 

On  page  58,  line  18,  in  first  column,  instead  of  "diameter."  read  circumference. 
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Ministers'  Names  are  not  Indexed. 


See  Churches. 


PACE 

Abbott,  Benjamin   91 

Frank   Ii3 

John    101 

John  M   94 

Joseph   91 

Matthias   104 

Royal   95 

William  P   94 

Abeel,  James  

Abrams,  Anthoiiv   4^ 

Acker,  Soloaion    </-.' 

Ackhurst,  James   

Adams,  Edwin   o7 

Elijah   18,  r^i 

Jacob  E   104 

James   37,38,41 

John   •'<* 

R.  G   S:> 

William   :« 

Adancourt,  t'rancis   27,  41 

Adriaen,  Peter    l"-* 

Adsit,  JohnH  ;   11^ 

Apn,  Patrick   ll--' 

Aiken,  Benjamin   'Jl 

Edniund  ....    31 

James  E  

Aken,  Tames   140.  141 

James  F   m 

Akin,  John  H   ^  ll'^ 

William   -M.  4.) 

Albertsen,  Hendrick   « 

Albertson,  J.  P   1-Jl 

Alden,  John   4-» 

Allen,  Amos   }|9 

Benijah   I'-' 

David  

Ethan   1'^ 

George  

James  

Joseph  

Joseph  H   0.> 

Stewart  

Timothy  

William   ^,  Jl' 

Alexander.  Gilbert   o;.  M>= 

J.'stph   30. '  J 

Allendorph,  Lewis  W   J4i 

Alps......   ;5 

Ambler,  Peter  

Amidon,  Cynis   'i" 

Andrews,  Lyman  ;,.>  ,,;,•  ,,,  ,oo 

Anti-rent  troubles   H-'-  "-J.  H*.  1-^ 

Appel,  Johannis  

Armstrontr.  Abner   -7 

Asher  

Archerly.  Nathaniel   1,', 

Arnold,  David  

HezekLhcv  ^''"'i!.; 

Samm  !  H   \ij 

Stephu-n  

Arr.md.  Ch.irlcs  W  

.\rtchcr,  Michael   \\,\ 

Asli,pot  and  pearl.  .  .  


.\ulthuyscr.  F'ctcr   7i 

.A-ustin,  Joshua   

Stephen   lOfl 

.\vcrill    140 

Ayres.  E.  D   11 

Bahcock  &  Hickok   41 

Babcock,  John    Ill,  IT.' 

Svlvanus     140 

Bachus,  Hans  

Peter   V< 

Backer,  J  no   6 

J  .  K   60 

Storm   ft 

Bacon,  Penucl   'V} 

FJailcy,  .Amaziah  US. 

Gilbert   13^1 

Samuel   1C9 

Stanton   9S 

Baker,  Alderman   lO-* 

Benjamin   81 

Clark   J»l 

Elislia   2A 

Ezekid   24,  «6 

John   >^ 

Norman    C3 

Remember     10? 

William    24 

Baldwin.  Israel  P   24 

Ball,  Eraslus   ^ 

James  H  i4.  l-i2.  123. 

L.  Chandler   84. 

Ballston   •  • 

Banckcr,  Florcs  17,  33,  39,  102.  I'M 

Joshua    in 

William   -i^ 

Banker,  C.  A   *■*■'> 

Evert  6.  3J,  4.}.  •■<» 

Ezra   '-^ 

Banks,  Troy- 
Bank  of  Troy  

Central  .National   *J 

Commercial    3" 

F.arincrs   30 

First  Nati'inal   30 

Howard  Trii^t  '.   3il 

.Manufacturers   30 

Mark.t   ''^^ 

Mcrch.ants  and  .Mechanics  

.Mutual    •i'l 

National  E.\chan<e   3*) 

State   ••^ 

Troy  City    30 

Troy  F..\chani:c    HO 

Trov  Savin  us    3<i 

Troy  Savin l:->  Company    30 

Tnion  

I'nitetl  National   30 

Bank  of  LanNin^'buriih   4> 

D.  l'i>w.  rs  <S:  Co   41 

First  .Nation. il,  H.>o-,uk  Falls  

National  Hank  of  Cu>ilct<»n   ■ ' 

Renssi  lacr  Ct.unty  Bank  

IJanniNler.  J.i-n'jU   _ 

BartH:r.  J<.hn   

Luther  

N.xllian   i'^ 

Barbcrville   'l" 
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Barents^,  Recrnier   '^'^43 

Barheyt,  Jacobus         72  lO.J 

\VoiJtcr   5  71 

Barker,  Calvin      .\i 

Gjorge   '  *  i(Y^ 

Barnett,  Benjaraia    (^j 

„    10} 

Barney,  John  

Barahart,  H ^nry   fi'> 

Barron^er,  Aniro.v  V  " 

Fr^d   '  ■ " 

Fred,  p   53 

Barry,  Charles  W  

Barrel,  An.lries   4v< 

Barion,  R?ub^n   7:;> 

Bassett,  Ebenezcr   12') 

Bite  nan,  Rcabea   1>» 

Batistown   ;}S 

Bath-on-ihe-Huison   51,  IW 

Baucus,  John  .\   "  (J7 

\Vi!lia;Ti  I   9J 

Baucus  &  C  i.,  Jam  js   G7 

Baum,  Col.  Frcdcnclc  79.  8J,  81 

Bayard,  Stephen  N   4I 

Becker,  David   HI 

Jeremiah  L   lOS 

Johannis   <» 

Beckwith,  diaries   :>4 

Lewis  

Beecker,  Abraham   QO 

Beckman,  Christopher   lOi 

John   4S 

John  H   71,7.3 

Beem,  Adam    101 

Beers,  Daniel   Vi2 

Bell,  David   72 

J.  D   109 

Joseph   72 

William   36 

Bemus,  Daniel   24 

Benedict,  Enoch   V2:i 

George  \V   8ti 

Lyman   8'i 

BenenstukU'j   109 

Benn,  David   101 

-Bennett,  Richard   W 

Benoway,  Peter   GO.  G5 

Benson,  H   W 

Benthouse,  Ooadiah   .'i3 

Bentiey.  Caleb   117.  riO 

BerL^man,  Johannes   lO.'-J 

Berim   120 

Berlin  Center   120 

Berringer,  J   108 

S   lOS 

Berry,  Sidney   -i^i 

Best.  Jacob.'   '.W 

Betts,  Benjamin   24 

James   IS.  VJ 

Nathan    102,  1*3 

Thomas   102 

Bidwell,  William   103,  HM 

Bird,  John   2.J 

Birds.ill,  Edward   115 

Birdsell,  Z.  P   105 

Bisnop.  Nathaniel   8-'l 

B:sscls,  AJara    42 

Blaau.  Abm   3-3 

WaLiron  

BlancharJ.  Joseph   32 

Blccckcr,  John  J   C2,  W 

Blcckor,  Jno.  R   35,  b'.i 

Bleckman,  H    3'3 

Bicwcr,  Gcor;;e  W   07 

William  T   67 

Blinn,  John  V   1:« 

Bliss,  David   24 

_Wr:Iiam  P   B7 

B'oodsood,  Francis  

BloomcnJale.  .\loscs  P.  B   _  IfJ 

Blooimn..:  irove   5-t,  .>.) 

Blv,  C:ark   n'.K  im 

Bjardm.m,  John   1|' 

Bo.:art,  Isaac   3-3 

Boggs,  J   33,  34 


Bonestccl,  Lodowick   la^ 

Nicholas   ](cj 

Bostwi'-k,  Roh  -rt  .S        '.K 

Bosworih,  He.ij.r.nin     [.] 

Nathaniel   m 

Parker  H  ,                        '  ^4 

Boniy,  John  >l   4.-, 

Boundary  line  troubles   127,  129, 

Bourne.  Anccl  '  '  fj.- 

Bout,  William.  F                                      .  .  .  .  'u 

Bovie,  Claes  .'. .' '  c, 

John   HI 

Rcykert   77 

Boycc,  Joseph   (]j 

B^ynton,  William   yj 

Boyntonville  :  ^ .  9- 

Brae,  VV'illiam     ^,7 

Bradbury,  B.-ijamin    4.-, 

Bradley.  Willi. im   22  .T.» 

Bradt,  Bernardus  '  '  ^ 

Daniel  .    ^  77 

Francis   '  55 

Joakim   90 

Nciltje  '■  hQ.m 

Brainard    ix 

Joseph   JO.; 

Braman.  Paul   117 

Br.it.  Storm    q 

Bratt.  Albert  6,  13.  21,  lOl,  Ml 

Andres    r, 

Barent  Albcrise   59.  lOI 

Daniel  B  '.   7  C2 

 ::: '  -fi^ 

John   ft; 

Bray,  Philip  F   43 

Brayton,  Gideon     I'jo 

Brimmer,  Daniel    n.-, 

Godfrey    07.  117 

George   97 

John   97 

John  G   V7,^ 

Briggs,  Tibbits   '  »>j 

William   gl 

Brinkcrhoff,  Abm   33 

John   3.3 

Bristol,  Abm    i.-j^ 

Daniel    i;>«< 

Joel   1,37 

Breckenridsjc,  James   128 

Breese,  Garret  S   8:1 

Henry   m 

John   23 

Breezing,  John   33 

Brenansiuhl.  .Nlichael   112 

Breslin.  John  

Brewer.  Jonathan                                      . .  3.{ 

Brezee,  Hmdrick   4»>> 

Brock,  Benjamin   

Francis   Ill 

Brockway,  Libbcus    l;v) 

Nathaniel   72 

Brook,  Francis   112 

Jonathan   112 

Brooks,  William   45 

Brookins,  Woostcr   25 

Brown,  Daniel    l.'jl 

David  7,  SI,  l.i^i 

Erastus   l.Xl 

Hcnr>-  81.  87,  119,  l.» 

Tames   K.J 

Jonathan  7.  8,  22.  37 

loscph  6r;,  U2.  I'Ui 

iMartinS   y.) 

Pcnucl    34 

Rcswell  J   CO 

Samut  I   72.  t.» 

Sylvanus   TJS 

William   2-1 

Brownell,  Simeon   92 

Bruma^'cm,  Thomas   72 

Brunswick  Center   li^"- 

Hraiiswick.  Town  of.  .. 9.  17.  25.  37,  101,  K>2.  lOf?.  112 

HruNt.  (»<-(.'r-e   1"-J 

Brusicr,  Hrnjamin. .  .-^   3^1,  U^• 

Bryan's  Corners     »>< 

Bryan.  Hiram  C   07 
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PAGE 

98 
3.3 

m 

If  3 
39,  41 


Burn,  Frans  

Burnham,  Joshua  

Burr.Lud J,  ) amcs  

John  

Thomas  

Burr,  Jonatlian  

Burrell,  Samuel  '  

Burrea,  Ely   34,  25 

Rufus  A   2-1 

Burris.  James   CO 

Burt,  Asa   38  41 

Hurtch,  Asa  

Burton.  G.  \V  

Bush,  Ahijah  

John  

Buskirk's  Bridcje  

Buswcl!.  William  

W.  W  

Bryant,  Lewis  

Budlong-,  Aaron  

Bucklin,  Is;tac  

Buckman,  Abiel  

Buel,  Clarence  

David   

Jr.,  David  

Elam  , 

Josiah  

Bull,  Isaac  

Bullock,  Lewis  , 

Burdeck,  John  

Zebulon  P  

Burdick,  Aaron  B  

Au;^mstus  

Joseph  

Jr.,  Joseph  

Burch,  Joseph  

Burger,  Johannes  

Burpress,  Jacob  

Bur;;oyne.  Au^nislus  

Burk,  John  G  

Burke,  John  R  

Burlinj^anic.  Walter  P  

Butler;  Fred  

Patrick  

Butts,  Gideon  

Lockwood  

William  

Caldwell.  James  

Calkins,  David  

Callcnder,  David  

Callylean,  J  

Campbell,  Archibald   

Jacob  

Tames  A  

John  H  

S.  D  

Campman.  Michael  

Canneld,  David  

Cannon,  Le  Grand  

Card,  Stephen    

Carraichael,  Eben  W  

lohn  

William  

Carney,  John  V  

Carpenter,  Calvin  P  

Daniel   

Isaac  

Jr.,  John  

Joseph   

Philander  

Solomon   

Thomas  G  

Walter  

William  

Carr,  Caleb   

Jr  scph  B  

Wilham  

Gary.  Zcnas  

Case,  Alexander    

Hcrij.imin   ,  

Daniel   \   

Jacob    

Jonathan  

Joseph  

Cass,  Job  

Castle,  William  


.81.  K.V 


131 

nr 

120,  I'Si 
1-24 

m 
i-'y 

1U2 
74 
:H) 
23 
'IT) 
83 
K3 
81 

I. 30 
110 
115 

II. -) 
102 
112 
112 

72 
lOS 
24 
24 
81 
37 
99 
8 
66 
i:i7 
1.3!) 
1.35 
16.  33 
73 
3:i 
109 
33 
24 
45 
38 
74 
62 

24.  25 
27 
98 

13«,  141 
135 
2.5.  141 
8J 
i:J2 
18.  0:i 
91 

25,  :37 
129 
V.tl 
119 
131 

72 

i;i.5 

.3.3  -I 

.10 
a3,  .34 
29 
129 
10 

8.3,  87 
•25,  S6 
81 
87 


Castleton   69,  74 

Caswell.  John  M   'rj,; 

Catlirj.  Cfortre  0   9.% 

C  ev.li,  Wilh.un                                              .  74 

Chice,  Talman   81 

William  P   81,81 

Chambers,  John  .NI   37 

Jpy   3.3 

Thomas   70 

Chambcriin.  Edwin   41 

ChanJlcr,  Stephen   112 

Chapman,  i'.enj.nnin   9.3 

Stephen  ,  . .  . ,   93 

Chase,  Benjamin                              ...ij.j..  132 

F-zra   LSS 

John  :   85 

Sylvester   112 

Chcever.  Samuel  e   45 

C  hen'-y,  C.  A   86 

Cliipman,  John  B   36 

Walter   36 

Ch'jate,  Francis   40 

Church,  John    98 

Nathaniel    98 

Churches,  Hai)tist— 

Freewill,  Alps   124 

First,  Bath    55 

First  Day.  Berlin    119 

Seventh  Dav,  Berlin  118,  119 

First,  East  Nassau   124 

First,  East  P(X-stenkill   108 

First  Freewill,  East  Poestenkili  109 

First,  Grecnbush   45 

First,  Grafton   114 

First  Freewill.  Grafton   115 

First.  Hoatr's  Corners   124 

First,  Hoo>ick   82 

First,  Hoosick  Corners   S2 

First.  Hoosick  Fails   82 

First,  Hoosick  Hollow   131 

First,  Lansint,'buri;h   40 

First.  Nassiiu    124 

Second.  Nassau   124 

First,  Petersbur^'h   99 

First,  Pittstown  Corners   92 

First.  Sandlake   1.39 

Second,  Sandlake   1.39 

St.  Peter's,  SchcKiack   73 

First,  Siephentown                  .  131 

Seventh  Day.  Stcphcniown   1-32 

l^nion.  Stephentown   131 

First  Freewill,  Stcphcnt'n  C'n'r  131 

First,  Troy   21,  22 

.Second,  Troy   3<)1 

Nortti,  Troy   29 

South,  Trov    -V) 

P"ree\%  ill.  West  Stephentown.  .  131 

First,  West  Hoosick  

Christian-  - 

Berlin   IIS 

Bnvntonville   93 

Pctcrsbur^'h   W 

Church  ol  Clirist,  Poestenkili   l<c.) 

Troy   .1*1 

Con^reirational — 

Grecnbush    45 

Siephentown   132 

Trov    30 

Discipfes— 

Eagle  Mdls    ir.5 

Pittsfnvn  Corners...    9.1 

Friends'  Society — 

Piit-^town   t'2 

Troy   . .   

Evancchcal  Assr<ialion— 

Salem.  West  Sandlake   1.38 

Lutheran  — 

Evanc'clical,  Bn'an's  Corners  »^7 
Gile.-ui  Ev'i,''!.  Cent.  Brunswick  Oi,  !n3 

Zion's,  East  Sandiake  ...  .  l.> 

F-vancrelical.  F^ist  Schodack  ...  7» 

St.  John's.  MilroM-  

Evangelical,  P-  estenkill  1<T8.  V'O 

Kavmcrtown   '• 

Zion,  South  Berlin   I'J' 

Trinity,  Troy    3<» 
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C  h  urches— <rt;«  t  in  ued. 

Lutheran—  pace 

First,  Wet.  Sandlakc   I3S 

Second.  West  San.llakc   \'^\ 

Zion,  West  Sandlake   138 

Liberal  Religious— 

Mapkton     g5 

Methodist  Episcopal- 
Olive  Chapel,  Avcriil   110 

Bath   55 

Free,  Bath   55 

Berlin   Hy 

Boyntonville   94 

Brainard   \^ 

Buskirk's  Bri.ii^^e   85 

Ca^tleton  .   7;} 

Cook3b,'rou'.{h    93 

,             Center  Bninswick   104 

Dunham  Ho!Io%%-   12.") 

Ea-le  Mills  \  10.5 

East  Brunswick    10.i 

East  Greenbush   51 

East  Nassau    125 

East  Pittstown    94 

Glass  House   140 

GranL's  Hollow    67 

Grafton  Ce.ntc-r   115 

First,  Greenbush   45 

Hart's  Falls   66 

Lansini,'bur^h     19 

Free,  LariMn^bur^h   20 

African,  LansingbUrgh   21 

Nassau   125 

North  Hoosick   84 

No.th  Pel?rsburs:h   99 

Wesley  Chaoel,  Oak  Hill   140 

Pittstown   94 

Pittstown  Comers   94 

Poestenkill   109 

Free,  Quackenkill   115 

Schasihticoke  Hill   67 

Schodack   140 

South  Petersburgh    99 

Toruhanncjck    93 

Sute  Street.  Troy    24,  25 

North  Second  Street.  Troy   30 

Levin:,'s  Chape!,           "  '    30 

Zion, ~                        "       ...  30 

Third  Street,               "      ....  30 

Congress  Street,          "    30 

Vail  Avenue,               "    30 

PawlirT  A'-enue.               ...  30 

Germ  in                      "    30 

Valley  Falls   W 

Wall.oTr.sAC   84 

West  Sandl.ikc  139,  140 

Presbyterian— 

Alps   124 

Brunswick   103 

Eastj.  Nassau   124 

Gre.abush    45 

Hoosick  Falls   S3 

Johnson  vil'e   92 

First,  Lansin^:bur;:h   39 

Second,  Lansir.;,'^burcrh   40 

^        Nassau      1J4 

Pittstown   91.92 

Sandlake   139 

Scha^hticf'ke    (U) 

Union,  Stephcntown   132 

Stephcntown  Fiau   I'"i2 

TomhanncKk  . . . .-    92 

Fir^t,         Troy  20,26.30 

Second.         "    29,  aO 

Third,           "   .^   30 

Seconi!  Jt.,    *'     ....    3<.) 

United,    30 

Libcrtv,        •'    30 

Park,  '          "    30 

\V(ioi.{side,  *   

O.ikw.i.Ki,   30 

Ninth,   

Westminster."    30 

'               .Menional.    3i) 

Protestant  Episcopal— 

Church  of  :>l..r,-iah,  Grecrbush.  45 

Hpiphaiiv,  45 


23.:>i 

W.  .i4.t 

.*> 

•■•>> 

1:0 

4^ 

1  Jl 
'Jl 
^1 


Trinity.  H.iri's  Falli  

Tibbits.  H<<  'sirk  Corners. . . 
St  Mark-,.  H  .u,:,-k  Falls  . 

S.  Paul's.  JohnsonviUc  

j  Trinity.  I.ansin^'buri,'h  

St.  Paul's.  Troy. 

St.  John's,  '*   

Christ  Church,  *'   

Church  "I  Holy  Cross,  Troy 
St.  Luke's, 
Church  of  .\S'cnsion, 
St.  P.iul's  I  re.-  Chapel,  - 
Protestant  Scr.iety,  Sandlake  . 
Protcitanl  Reformed  Dutch— 

Blooinin;;  (irove .  . .   

Castleton   

Greenbush  

Lansir.;,'burL:h   

Nassau  

Pittstown  

Sancknyck .   

Sandbke   13S.  1 

Scha;:hticoke   W. 

Schodack   

Schodack  Landing  

Tio.ssiook  

Wynant^kill   

Roman  CatlKilic— 

St.  Henry's,  Avcrill  

Buskirk's  i;ridi,'e.   

St.  John's,  Greenbush  

Hart's  Falls  

Immaculate  Conception,  Hoos- 
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